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Title:  A Reproductive Income for Degrowth

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Giacomo D'Alisa.

ABSTRACT: 
Basic Income is gaining transversal support but too often it is articulate around the abstract liberal 
idea of human rights. Furthermore, it is conditioned to specific activities (e.g. actively looking for a 
job, participate in training, etc...) the person has to do in order to sustain the right to receive it. In a 
nutshell, the entitled needs to show to be productive. The reproductive income, on the contrary, is 
based on a very materialistic perspective: every human being (in particular women in some 
societies) does a lot of reproductive work to sustain its own, its families and community well-being. 
It is based on the recognition of the necessity of the activities of caring, which are often 
undervalued or invisible in our societies. Thus the reproductive income should be considered as a 
core policy to transit from a growth productive-based society to a degrowth society that put at its 
center the care while discussing the life that is worth to be sustained.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title:  Agro-biodiversity and Cultural Diversity Centric Interventions in 
the Tribal Areas of Malkangiri, Odish

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Dinesh Balam

ABSTRACT: 
Though National Biological Diversity Act passed in the Parliament in 2002 speaks about the 
importance of documenting local biodiversity through biodiversity management committees, 
community involvement and actual work on these biodiversity registers has been minimal. This 
paper focuses on decentralized District level effort to revive agro-biodiversity and production and 
consumption cultures in the Malkangiri district in collaboration with academia, community and the 
District administration. A committee on agroecology and agro biodiversity was formed to situate 
agriculture interventions within context of agro biodiversity and cultural diversity with focus on 
community experiences as knowledge. By bringing farmers as knowledge agents, studying 
linkages between culture and agriculture, participatory village planning through biodiversity 
management committees, this initiative began its work with documentation of traditional 
approaches to soil husbandry, documentation of local biodiversity through agro biodiversity 
registers.  This initiative of Malkangiri District has been recognized (for eg., by Center for Science 
and Environment) as one of the model initiatives which can provide multi stakeholder template for 
other districts and states.  In this paper, we analyse how agroecology and agro-biodiversity are not 
only the ecological basis for human survival and economic prosperity, they are pro-active shapers 
of social, emotional and cultural wellbeing of the community. Indigenous communities, the 
ecosystem people, live and make their living within these intertwined ecological-cultural linkages. 
Bringing these to light and initiating change in the context of the ‘green revolution’ driven by the 
narrow productivity focused agriculture policy, especially the prevalent subsidized supply of 
chemicals, was not easy.  This initiative proves that an alternative politics, compared to the politics 
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of knowledge and administration of the green revolution (driven by the notion of extraction and 
exploitation for economic growth) is possible; it demands deliberation and demonstration of social 
wellbeing, sustainability of the environment, and economic returns.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title:  Decolonial Feminist Degrowth and Representation

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Mariam Abazeri

ABSTRACT: 
Decolonial feminisms analyzes how the racist/ethnicist/sexist complex permeates all relations of 
domination, even in regimes in which the phenomenon has evolved or changed guise. For 
historically racialized women of the North and in the Global South, all facets of their lives, the risks 
to which they are exposed, and the consequences they pay from misogyny, sexism, racism, 
capitalism, neoliberalism, and patriarchy have yet to be addressed. Building on a decolonial 
feminist approach, I examine the trends and consequences of gendered representation in 
environmental media and ask how new media platforms and technologies intersect with more 
inclusive and equitable representation of historically excluded communities and identities and how 
they can coincide with degrowth-oriented principles?

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title:  Empty Promises of Growth: The Bioeconomy and Its Multiple 
Reality Checks

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Dennis Eversberg & Jana Holz

ABSTRACT: 
In this presentation, we want to make two arguments. Firstly, we observe that the current trend in 
official policy concepts and strategies of the bioeconomy is toward a moderation of the promises of 
economic growth that it has been associated with since the beginning of this millennium. We argue 
that this process of moderation is at least partly due to the effects of a series of ‘reality checks’ that 
the different existing strands of research on the bioeconomy have (willingly or unwillingly) 
subjected the promises to, forcing governments to move away from obviously unrealistic visions 
and adopt more humble ones. We identify four such reality checks, coming from research on (a) 
bioeconomy discourses and strategies, (b) actors and interests in the political economy of the 
bioeconomy, and (c) the economic and biophysical materialities that make up ‘the bioeconomy’. 
Secondly, we propose that a fourth, sociological reality check is currently being mounted, exposing 
the social implausibility and democratic illegitimacy of the bioeconomy’s promissory visions. Using 
survey data from Germany to develop a provisional analysis of the tensions and conflicts within the 
population that disagreements about the bioeconomy are embedded in, we suggest putting the 
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bioeconomy in its proper political place as part of the larger societal challenge, rather than 
promise, of achieving a post-fossil transformation of modern societies.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title:  Indigenous perspectives and Behavioural Economics teaming up 
to review Economics

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Alice Damiano

ABSTRACT: 
Economics as a discipline is a product of Western culture, and its worldwide popularity seems to 
be, at least in part, due to colonization. In these times in which we are realizing that making 
decisions based on economic principles is detrimental to the Earth, it is reasonable to question this 
Western discipline in the light of those cultures that have been oppressed by colonization, i.e. 
Indigenous cultures. The work presented in this paper consists in four steps: - Listening to current 
Indigenous perspectives on how our relationship with the Earth should be (main sources 
considered: Indigenous-made newspapers, speeches, documentaries), - Questioning Economics 
in the light of these Indigenous perspectives, - Combining this questioning with the criticisms to 
Economics coming from Behavioural Economics, - Discussing Behavioural Economics principles in 
the light of Indigenous perspectives and, when appropriate, rephrasing them. In particular, the 
questioning of Economics will be done in the form of a review of popular Economics textbooks, in 
which questionable concepts will be pointed out and discussed, and alternative models and 
concepts will be proposed. Note: The author is not an Indigenous person, but a Western person 
questioning their own economic training, with the aim of making it more respectful of the 
environment and non-Western cultures. Most of the Indigenous sources are based in Canada. The 
author hopes this work will contribute to the process of Reconciliation that is taking place in 
Canada and other countries with a history of Colonization.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title:  Interlocking Oppressions at the Bitumen Frontier: Notes on a 
Dialectic of Subsistence Regeneration and Feminist Degrowth

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sourayan Mookerjea

ABSTRACT: 
Confronting toxic masculinities and contemporary petrocultures: How might feminist-decolonial 
cultural production and deep energy literacy contribute to a politics of degrowth?

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7
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Title:  Just Imaginaries: An Emissions Typology including Subsistence, 
Luxury, Waste, Junk, Violence and Worldview Emissions.

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jennifer Wells

ABSTRACT: 
The Green New Deal in the USA, is a nexus of social imaginaries and bold action for transition 
livelihoods. Senator Sanders Green New Deal also plans for the United States to pay its fair share 
to an international emergency climate mobilization. Our greatest imaginaries can conjoin with our 
greatest necessities -- and they must. Carbon degrowth, ecological regrowth, and deep 
cooperation are at the heart of the Green New Deal USA. It provides a meta framework for the 
intersection of a very large number of diverse groups working on transition, including diverse 
feminist groups, to advance multii-cultural, multi-scalar, multi-disciplinary, intersecting solutions for 
21st century livelihoods.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title:  Learning and proselytizing: The ideological pluralism and 
pragmatic behaviours of a ‘transition entrepreneur’

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Richard Nunes/Gavin Parker

ABSTRACT: 
We report the results of a qualitative longitudinal case study that lends credence not only to the 
need to reflect on competing values and outcomes of the politics and legitimation processes 
involved in practicing “food justice”, but to the pragmatism and compromise inherent to the actually 
occurring experiences of actors involved in organisations ostensibly created to serve that end. This 
has implications for the sort of academic filters prefigured into analytical frameworks that may pre-
empt criteria against which practices are judged legitimate or indeed ‘effective’. We draw on two 
distinct bodies of literature with useful complementarities to develop this argument. Firstly 
‘institutional logics’ and secondly pragmatist sociology – to address limitations of understanding 
and to advance recent debates over how to frame the dimension of power within organisation 
studies, and lastly to open a debate on the role and long-term sustainability of transition 
entrepreneurship among pluralist organisations. 

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title:  REGENERATIVE BUSINESSES: AN AGENT FOR A DEGROWTH 
TRANSFORMATION?

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Verónica Devenin

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth refers to a socially sustainable reduction of high-income countries’ throughput and output 
(Kallis, 2018). Although businesses are key social actors, there is still scant literature on business 
and degrowth (Cosme et al, 2017). Moreover, most of this nascent literature has centered on 
whether businesses are growing or not as the relevant criterion for alternative business to be 
compatible with degrowth (Bochen and Short, 2016; Khmara and Kronenberg, 2018; Liesena et al, 
2015). Degrowth, however, is more than just a claim against growth. Besides ‘doing less’, it also 
implies ‘doing different’, for example, focusing on care, conviviality, simplicity, sharing, and the 
commons (Kallis et al, 2015). In this research we pay attention then to these five qualitative criteria 
that characterize degrowth, allowing this way a more fruitful engagement between degrowth and 
alternative businesses literatures. For our research we evaluate ten regenerative businesses, a 
particular case of social enterprises focused on activities that recover degraded ecosystems 
(Branzei et al., 2017; Vlasov, 2019), and we look how these businesses fare according to the 
degrowth principles. We find that regenerative companies centered as they are in taking care of 
the health of socio-ecological ecosystems, restoring the soil, retaining water, and, consequently, 
storing carbon. Additionally, some of these companies have a particular focus on reconnecting 
people with nature through education; some of the entrepreneurs show an orientation to personal 
simplicity, which seems to establish personal limits to business growth; and some of them show 
willingness to share their knowledge to increase regeneration. Finally, for regenerative business, 
the ecosystem they operate in seems to be understand as a commons. We also find certain 
tensions, in terms of balancing regenerative methods and financial sustainability, as well as on how 
they manage business growth.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title:  Social currency and eco-networks in Catalonia: post-capitalist 
economies as commoning

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Xavier Balaguer Rasillo

ABSTRACT: 
This paper will present my findings on the self-organized alternative economies taking place in the 
Spanish region of Catalonia, where eco-networks are making use of social currency as a means to 
generate new forms of post-capitalist exchange. Grounded on ethnographic fieldwork, this 
investigation explores how such grassroots innovations are performing alternative economies with 
Degrowth-oriented values. My results show the potential of such economic tools from a 
commoning perspective, demonstrating that the scope of such alternative economies goes beyond 
economic experimentation and rather generate spaces and practices where wider forms of 
activism, ecological network, and community-based social projects take place. The case study of 
“eco-xarxas” in Catalonia will be discussed to further the debate on the possibilities for post-
capitalism and the challenging issues of scale within diverse economies and anti-capitalist social 
movements. By looking at emerging micro-economies and political activism practicing economic 
transactions besides the commodity market in the context of a Degrowth transition (Kallis 2015), 
this paper seeks to bring post-capitalist, commoning and grassroots innovations perspectives into 
a fruitful dialogue.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1
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Title:  The Care Levy as an Instrument for a Caring Economy

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anna Saave

ABSTRACT: 
The current crisis of care work points to the need to reorganize and reassess such activities. This 
insight is, at least in Plural Economics, increasingly and, in particular in feminist economics, a focal 
point for numerous scientific discussions. Building on research in Plural Economics, this paper 
uses approaches to solutions from conventional environmental economics and links them to the 
crisis of care. Special emphasis lies on the policy proposal for a 'care levy‚. Its purpose is to 
improve the social financing of private, voluntary and paid care work for other people, thus solving 
the problems of underpayment or lack of pay for care work and related disadvantages (such as 
pressure of work, lack of time and diminishing quality of care). The Ecological Tax Reform serves 
as orientation for the further development of such a policy proposal. Following on from this further 
development, the care levy is evaluated from the perspective of Vorsorgendes Wirtschaften (caring 
economics) and, finally, its solution and implementation potential as well as possible financing are 
discussed. Vorsorgendes Wirtschaften is thereby used as a normative assessment basis and 
introduced as a pluralistic concept of economy.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title:  The diverse legalities of connecting degrowth and community 
economies

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Bronwen Morgan

ABSTRACT: 
This paper analyses the links between a degrowth transition and diverse economies by exploring 
the ‘diverse legalities’ that help operationalise both. The deployment of legal and governance 
practices, both formally and informally, shapes the everyday governing and organisation of both 
diverse economies and degrowth transitions, and in particular builds bridges between macro-
systemic dimensions and the micro-practices of everyday life. The paper illustrates the salience of 
diverse legalities in relation to sharing economy initiatives, which cluster at a tense intersection 
between platform capitalism (Langley and Leyshon 2017) and platform cooperativism (Como et al. 
2016). Presenting this as a case study in dialogue with two popular general-readership books on 
diverse economies (Gibson-Graham, Cameron, and Healy 2013) and a degrowth vision of 
economics (Raworth 2018), I illustrate how the diverse legalities of nested commons-based 
governance of economic, social and ecological spheres can connect degrowth debates with those 
on diverse economies.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1
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Title: “Que no planten hasta los ríos”: Peasants’ land use and water 
provision scenarios for Cauquenes, Chile.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Daniela Manuschevich

ABSTRACT: 
The landscape of south-central Chile, originally a mosaic of pristine native forests and crops, has 
been converted into tree plantations in the last 50 years. Farmlands and native forests have 
undergone a rapid conversion to fast-growing non-native pine and eucalyptus plantations. Tree 
plantations expanded from 330,000 to nearly 2.3 million hectares in 2018, becoming the nation’s 
largest renewable resource-based economic sector. The forestry expansion has severely 
transformed the socio-ecological system, producing a depopulated and homogenous landscape. 
This homogenous landscape has intensified the effect of a 10-year megadrought, resulting in less 
biodiversity, more erosion, less drinking water, and a fire-prone landscape. Forestry expansion is 
also related to increased rural emigration and more poverty. Despite these negative socio-
ecological effects, tree farms are still considered a policy option for Chile’s carbon neutrality by 
some actors. This is because tree farms are considered as carbon sinks in Chile’s carbon emission 
reports. Chile’s massive afforestation policy might be the epitome of the future for several countries 
that have committed to massive afforestation with non-native species as part of the global 
negotiation of carbon emissions. The central government views sharply contrast with the local 
impacts for peasants’ farmers, who still live in the areas dominated by tree plantations. The 
objective of this work is to develop a narrative, alongside a spatial and hydrological scenario, 
based on the view of peasant farmers living at the fringes of the tree farms in Cauquenes, Chile. 
Cauquenes watershed, located in central Chile, is historically known for wine and agricultural 
production with little water demand. The Cauquenes watershed has seven dry months between 
September and June and in the remaining months' high humidity and rainfall, which are 
characteristics of the Mediterranean climate. Cauquenes has also been severely affected by 
drought and wildfires in the last 10 years. Currently, the municipality provides drinking water to 122 
families through water trucks. We conducted 20 semi-structured interviews with peasants’ farmers 
focusing on the past and how they would like to see the area in the future. For the spatial 
modeling, we used an open-source land change model called CLUE-s included in the lulcc 
package for R software. The CLUE-s algorithm allocates land uses based on the suitability of each 
land use and can also include spatial regulations. We first generated a model to simulate the actual 
land-use change from 2004 to 2018 and then, generated scenarios based on the interviews. To 
assess water provision for each scenario, each land use map was evaluated using a hydrological 
model (SWAT+). Throughout the interviews lack of water, rural emigration and the closing of rural 
schools was permanent and shared concern. Preliminary results indicate that at least two ideas for 
the future emerge. One view is mostly hopeless about the future; lack of water will force the 
remaining farmers to emigrate. This view sees lack of water as God‘s will and is often articulated 
by the evangelical peasant. While the second view proposes a future where land is valued as 
means of production, able to absorb labor. This view of the future implies a different development 
model, as this excerpt illustrates; “ That they care more about the rural areas, because, if they do 
not care about the rural areas, people will go to the cities. And if there are too many people in the 
cities, there will be no way to live. In the rural areas, there is land to work, and that is what it has to 
be, it is the main thing... And you tell me...if people keep coming, people coming, people coming, 
creating those big real estate companies, building buildings… coming to the city, people coming, 
people coming, what are all those people doing? Yes, the work is in the fields. The food is in the 
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fields, it is not in the cities. There is so much field in Chile that ... that people can work on it, that 
they can study. It can work, it can ... Chile should be a sustainable country, it should be, it should 
be that it supports us with what Chile gives. That should people do, dedicate oneself to work” Now, 
regarding the landscape in this scenario, forestry plantations do not disappear, but some spatial 
zoning and water protection are in place. For example, rivers and streams are protected and not 
surrounded by tree plantations (i.e: the forest company should not plant up to the stream). 
However, peasants consider that is very unlikely to have a zoning regulation in place because the 
forestry companies would lose money. Now, everything is money, not like in the past, where there 
were more private owners, now everything belongs to the big forestry conglomerates. In relation to 
the land use modeling, the first assessment of land-use change from 2004 to 2018 indicates that 
soil type, erosion, and topological factors are determinants of land-use change in this area. 
Frequently the development of land-use scenarios is based on the views of experts and 
policymakers. In contrast, this work seeks to make visible the views of the people that still live in 
the territory through a concrete methodology. We seek to incorporate and contrast different views 
of the future and the landscape as means to democratize scenarios and policymaking. 
Democratizing scenario and policymaking are urgent amidst the global negotiations of massive 
afforestation programs and the post-COVID 19 economic recovery.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: “Space to Breathe”: COVID-19, Reappropriating Space, and the 
Urban Degrowth Agenda

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Scott Leatham

ABSTRACT: 
This paper aims to contribute to the emerging urban degrowth agenda by bringing together strands 
within consumerism, culture, and (urban) political ecology in the context of COVID-19 and its novel 
productions/ contestations of urban space. I draw on Edinburgh, Scotland as a case study, which 
gives a context of pre-existing urban contestations amid rising impacts of tourism and private 
development, and novel assemblages of third sector and grassroots campaigns with local council 
interventions. Reclaiming space for walking, wheeling, cycling, (socio-)natures, and other forms of 
being in the city, is shown as a slowing of the urban metabolism in contestation with the neoliberal 
growth-centred appropriation of the city. A place-based political ecological approach offers a means 
of considering local manifestations of a growth-oriented political economy in material urban forms 
and symbolic structures, and the material and discursive challenges to this as moments of 
repoliticisation. This paper reports on two phases of the research, while a final phase is planned for 
later. First, I systematically analyse the emerging urban degrowth literature. I then perform a 
qualitative discourse analysis of elite policies and interviews with local organised groups. This 
helps map actor assemblages and the discourses they deploy, helping clarify and expand the 
identification of stakeholders and allies in the goal of other-than-growth urban being. The results 
show how aspects of growth-oriented discourses are destabilised in practice. The analysis 
contributes to a better understanding of the novel implications of COVID-19 on degrowth and city 
transformations, moments of governance, and emerging contestations.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2
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Title: “Unknown Normalities”

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Charlotte Louise Jensen

ABSTRACT: 
There are many ways of understanding and interpreting life. One, rather academic, way is to 
regard lived life as social phenomena; something we do together; something that unfolds between 
us as we take part in various social practices. A social ontology allows us to focus on what we do, 
what is conventional, what is normal, and how all of this unfolds as part of the social. It also allows 
us to acknowledge that social practices only exist as long as they are performed, as long as they 
are meaningful. With this, the other side of the coin also exist; performance can stop, meaningful 
things can become nonsensical. If we listen to Wittgenstein, meaning, meaningfulness and 
normativity comes to be through our language, so meaning manifest its way through the way we 
use language. Meaning becomes when we share words, narratives, pictures, symbols, in particular 
ways. Meaning is essential to social practices. Social practices are essential to the carrying out of 
social life, we can assume. If social life has to change; if we have to consume differently, if we have 
to value things, ideas and beings differently, we may need other words, narratives, ideas, symbols. 
We need to enable the becoming of other meaning. By making use of design fiction, forms of 
science fiction and creative writing as way of creating narratives of futures, I explore future 
versions of sustainable life. In doing so, I try to explore, present and confront new ways of thinking 
about life and normality. Can other, unknown types of normalities be born in this way?

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: A claim towards ontological pluralism

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Andres Bateman

ABSTRACT: 
The introduction of Law 70 of 1993 undeniably granted certain powers of autonomy and collective 
ownership to Afro-Colombian collectivities in the territories of the northern Colombian Pacific basin. 
Nonetheless, different developmental interventions, both legal and illegal, undermine local 
relationships and uses of the territory in order to impose a Western/capitalist conception of land 
appropriation and exploitation. Considering that the nature of these socio-territorial disputes are 
rather ontological, the paper focuses on social and economic practices enacted by an Afro-
Colombian collectivity in the region of the Gulf of Tribugá in the northern Colombian Pacific basin, 
as mechanisms of resistance against modern/developmentalist conceptions of progress, economic 
growth, universalism and the ontological separation between humans and non-humans. To 
understand the nature of the ontological struggle, the paper contrasts the western/modern ontology 
with that of the Afro-Colombian collectivity characterized by a relational existence of human, 
natural and ancestral beings materialized in specific uses of the land and a communitarian 
economy with partial connections to the market economy. Finally, by understanding local practices, 
the paper focuses on collective efforts in the constitution of a region able to conceive and hold 
coexisting, fluid and partially connected worlds. That is, the resistance of Afro-Colombian 
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collectivities in the region aim to what some academics call the pluriverse or a world with many 
worlds.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: A comprehensive energy-return-on-investment indicator: 
Estimating the overlooked role of capital, energy trade and muscle work

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Marco Vittorio Ecclesia

ABSTRACT: 
Throughout the history of humanity, decreasing trends in the energy returns of energy gathering 
activities have played an important role in the decline of complex societies. In the last decades, 
several studies estimated that the Energy Return on Investment (EROI) of fossil fuels is globally 
declining, while renewable and non-conventional energy sources do not seem capable of ensuring 
comparable energy returns. Therefore, concerns have been raised around the economic 
sustainability of a transition towards solar-based carbon-free resources as a response to climate 
change challenges. In this context, we define a new societal EROI with five features that address 
the main limitations of previous studies: a long time range, energy embodied in capital, adoption of 
the boundaries of an extended energy sector up to the useful stage, consideration of energy flows 
related to muscle work, estimation of the effect of energy trade. The exergy metric is used to 
quantify and aggregate energy flows and Portugal is used as case study between 1960 and 2014. 
Results show that this comprehensive measure of EROI is roughly constant around an average 
value of 2.8: this suggests a certain independence of EROI with regard to economic growth. The 
evidence arising from the corrections we introduced suggests that the focus should shift from direct 
energy own uses to energy converting capital: in a future of renewable energy, the way it will be 
utilized constitutes the crucial factor in ensuring a non-decreasing societal EROI.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: A discursive tool for sustainable development impact assessment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ishani Erasmus

ABSTRACT: 
Until recently, when the sustainable development (SD) literature mentioned politics or politicians, it 
was usually referring to government/s and government ministers. Parliaments were largely ignored, 
yet (in most cases) it is they that pass laws and are required to hold government to account. This 
means that they could play an important role in governance for sustainable development, and, with 
the advent of the SD Goals, some are beginning to explore this.

Parliamentary scrutiny itself is much like an iceberg, with the part that is visible to the public 
comprising only a small proportion of the process, compared to what happens behind the scenes. 
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In particular, parliamentary staff play a huge role, e.g. in what committees consider, what evidence 
is taken, and from whom.

On an professional basis and for my action research PhD, I have been working with the Scottish 
Parliamentary Service to integrate a sustainable development perspective into the Parliament’s 
scrutiny processes, by fostering ‘sustainable development thinking’. One method that is gaining 
traction in the Scottish Parliament is through a discursive tool used in a workshop setting, which 
helps participants to unpack policy, including proposed legislation. In particular, it highlights 
potential anti-SD consequence, and sometimes even leads to participants questioning their own 
assumptions.

I hope in return to gain some feedback and insights from ISEE participants who will have expertise 
in SD, so I can continue to improve my work.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: A New Understanding of the Economy and Post-Growth 
Possibilities: How institutional elements of business can widen political 
economy horizons

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jennifer Hinton 

ABSTRACT: 
I focus on how the legal difference between for-profit and not-for-profit forms of business allows for 
a wider range of political economy possibilities than is often acknowledged. Business and markets 
are often assumed to be for-profit in the degrowth, ecological economics, eco-Marxian, and 
political ecology literature. For-profit business is characterized as allowing for the legal purpose of 
private financial gain and corresponding private financial rights. As such, for-profit business is a 
defining feature of capitalism. Degrowth advocates often discuss the need to go beyond capitalism, 
but when business and markets are assumed to be for-profit, only a narrow range of post-capitalist 
political economy alternatives remain. Yet, businesses and markets can be not-for-profit, 
characterized by a social benefit purpose and collective financial rights. Understanding this wider 
range of purpose and financial rights in business and markets allows for a wider range of political 
economy possibilities, based on existing institutions.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: A scenario-based analysis of the implementation of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2050: A case study of Iran

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Mojgan Chapariha

ABSTRACT: 
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in 2015 to combat 
environmental issues within the broader context of economic and social development. Climate 
solutions are unlikely to be implemented unless governments consider social and economic 
policies compatible with them. Moreover, goals of SDGs contribute to human and ecological well-
being (Costanza, Daly, et al. 2016; OECD 2017; Smale and Hilbrecht 2016). This paper analyzes 
the implications of achieving several SDGs in Iran: SDG-1 (no poverty), SDG-8 (economic growth 
and decent work), SDG-12 (sustainable production and consumption), and SDG-13 (climate 
action). A system dynamics model will be constructed in the software of STELLA to examine four 
scenarios for Iran for the period of 2020 to 2050 based on these four SDGs. The first scenario is 
“Business as Usual” which is a projection into the future of recent trends. The second scenario is 
“Inclusive Growth” which considers socio-economic factors such as higher economic growth and 
income redistribution as its main objectives. The third scenario is “Steady-State Economy” which is 
based on zero economic growth, income redistribution, carbon tax and redirecting income from 
fossil fuel industry to renewable energy investment. The fourth scenario, “Well-being for people 
and planet”, is based on income redistribution, policies for poverty reduction, work-time reduction, 
carbon tax and redirecting income from fossil fuel industry to renewable energy investment. Finally, 
it will compare the scenarios in terms of the extent to which they lead toward a sustainable 
economy which improves human and ecological well-being in Iran by 2050.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: A systematic review of justice and water governance: from justice 
to adaptation?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Stijn Neuteleers

ABSTRACT: 
There is an increasing number of authors arguing that there should be more attention for the topics 
of justice, equity and fairness in water governance, partly because this might be part of successful 
climate adaptations. However, this emerging debate is fragmented across different disciplines and 
approaches. Therefore, this study aims to examine what is known from the existing literature and 
to identify main research discourses, gaps and future directions on water justice. For this, we 
conduct a systematic literature review. A combination of relevant search strings and exclusion 
criteria resulted in a selection of 154 papers for analysis. This sample will be analysed both 
quantitatively, by scoring the papers on a set of standardized coding categories (topics, definitions, 
regions, used frameworks, methods). This data can subsequently be compared with other 
systematic reviews on water governance in order to reveal specific features of the water justice 
debate (e.g. particular regions). The qualitative analyse will focus on following questions: how is 
justice conceptualised (dimensions, levels, approaches, discourses)? How is injustice coming 
about (mechanisms)? What are the consequences of injustice? Why do authors believe dealing 
with justice issues is relevant? And, do authors also propose a positive account (how to evaluate 
and design just policies)? Taken together, we aim to provide a comprehensive picture of current 
water justice debates, pointing out research gaps and directions for future research. In future 
research, the idea is to connect this comprehensive picture to questions of adaptive governance, 
thereby increasing the resilient or adaptive character of institutions.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12
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Title: A Taxonomy of Sustainable Employment

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Katharina Bohnenberger

ABSTRACT: 
A Taxonomy of Sustainable Employment Artificial Intelligence (AI), digitalization and big data are 
new megatrends that shape economies’ modes of production and change the world of work and 
employment. This has social implications (unemployment, quality of work, etc.) and ecological 
consequences (e.g. energy and resource use). Furthermore it also changes the relationship 
between employment and environmental impact. From a Post-Growth perspective we can 
distinguish distinguish “good AI” (substituting energy and resource use, and maybe “bullshit jobs” 
or dangerous work) and “bad AI” (substituting quality employment). Based on empirical findings, 
this presentation seeks to scrutizine whether AI is used as a substitute for energy or as a substitute 
for labour. Is AI making employment more energy- and resource-intensive? i.e. Is the 
energy/resource use per hour worked increasing? And what might be the reasons for differences 
between sectors or countries in this development? The findings have consequences for the outlook 
of reconciling environmental goals (e.g. energy and resource limits) and social goals (employment, 
wages). They tell how much work volume would be available with increasing use of AI if energy 
and resource use (and respective output production) are to be kept at sustainable levels and what 
this implies for the ecologically-optimal working time. Taking this into account can inform the 
sustainable design of welfare systems in times of Artificial Intelligence.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Absorbing population growth without building more: space 
sufficiency for cities

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Julia Siedle

ABSTRACT: 
In the past decade of booming cities and low-interest policy by the European Central Bank, city 
centers and peripheries alike have seen vast amounts of construction across Europe. With a 
shortage particularly of housing, matching the growth in population witha growth in building stock 
seems essential to most citizens, planners and policy makers, even in times of ecological crisis. 
The growth paradigm remains largely unchallenged here. However, the average floor space 
consumption per capita has been increasing for decades (for example, per capita living spaces 
have risen by more than one third since the 1990s in Germany). I argue that many spaces are in 
fact underused, and that much of the population growth cities see could be absorbed within the 
existing building stock by re-densifying patterns ofuse instead of building new, while maintaining or 
even improving the quality of housing, social and commercial spaces. From a degrowth 
perspective, this would be a much more viable option, since it will lead to a substantial drop in the 
per capita resource and energy footprint in the building sector while enhancing sharing and social 
interaction. It also has the potential to foster ‘alternative livelihoods’ in at least three ways: (1) by 
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strengthening repair as a business model, (2) by reducing private and public expenses and 
therefore freeing up time for non-paid work, and (3) by building strong local support networks.In my 
work, I investigate strategies for re-densifying patterns of space usage in practice.48 projects with 
such space sufficiency potentials have been analyzed. They either make multiple use of spaces 
(e.g. shared offices or hybrid programming of public build-ings), reuse (partly) empty units (e.g. by 
putting empty children’s bedrooms back to use),or reduce space demand (e.g. by helping senior 
citizens to move to a smaller unit after their children have left).The challenges these projects face, 
however, are not primarily spatial. Technical anddesign solutions are at hand. The question is 
rather how a transformation towards space sufficiency can be sparked and cultivated on city and 
community levels. The analysis ofthe case studies shows which social, cultural and organizational 
patterns and political incentives are able to foster such densified patterns of use. Based on this, I 
developspace sufficiency strategies for municipalities. In a scenario for the city of Cologne, Ishow 
how these strategies can be combined into a local space sufficiency plan so they can have a 
tangible impact on the total space (and resource) consumption of a city, and how this may 
ultimately reflect back on the urban realm.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Academia and urban activism realities: can we play together?

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Adele Tufford

ABSTRACT: 
Urbanisation, ever expanding as we move further into the 21st century, poses a fundamental threat 
to social, economic and environmental sustainability. In densely populated, biodiversity-deprived 
and intensively industrialised countries like The Netherlands, urban centers have almost without 
exception tipped towards profit-driven exploitation of increasingly expensive ground prices. 
Multinational corporations and privately owned enterprises occupy a growing share of landowners, 
in direct correlation with the collapse of long-standing free-space and counter-culture initiatives. 
With this comes centralised, top-down approaches to the preservation of green spaces, particularly 
those with the potential to contribute to greater food autonomy. In a dense city such as Amsterdam, 
characterised by a large population of highly motile, temporary dwellers, the urban food 
environment increasingly resembles the monoculture of our food crops themselves. There is 
difficult and/or limited accessibility to community gardening, composting, food-sharing and other 
low-impact circular initiatives. A local alternative publication recently asked: ‘If cannibalism is the 
eating of human flesh, what do you call a city that eats itself?’ (1). The setting Here, we start from a 
case study of an alternative economy, and its affiliated activists, academics and community 
stakeholders. De KasKantine (2) is an off-grid initiative in Amsterdam that, prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, consisted of an urban farm, by-donation café, workshops and a free market stocked 
with supermarket food waste. None of these services are connected to city infrastructures such as 
electricity or sewage, and the community produces and (re)uses energy and water in closed, 
circular loops. The space has been achieved by developing unique DIY off-the-grid designs. The 
community is experimenting with commoning, that is the collective production and management of 
resources such as food and waste. The community is economically self-sufficient, and relies on 
volunteers’ commitments as well as donations from café customers and workshop participants. The 
initiative avoids government subsidies in an effort to achieve financial autonomy and avoid 
bureaucratic oversight. Due to urban land shortage, De KasKantine temporarily occupies available 
land plots, physically re-locating every 2-3 years. At each new location, the community fully 
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reassembles and enhances and improves the physical infrastructure, resulting in the gain of unique 
and effective methods of constructing an off-the-grid citizen-driven public space. Currently, it sits on 
land under precarious lease from the city. Active lobbying of the city administration to change the 
status quo of their by-laws and planning - in order to allow temporary off-the-grid initiatives such as 
De KasKantine - is a critical and ongoing part of the process. The COVID-19 pandemic further 
complicated this already precarious alternative space. Unable to operate many volunteer activities 
or any income-generating features (café, restaurant, in-person workshops), a previously horizontal 
and free-space organisational structure quickly turned hierarchical, and the future remains more 
uncertain than ever. Understanding and studying these pit-falls promises to deliver important 
lessons for self-organising, alternative communities, and means of practically preparing for 
(inevitable) future system shocks. The academics affiliated with the KasKantine community, 
authors included, represent a wide range of disciplines, spanning the social, environmental and 
computer sciences. We are chiefly concerned with the challenge of engaging urban communities 
towards greater food autonomy in their immediate environment. These urban communities, 
including those surrounding De KasKantine, are typically low-income, and suffer from higher rates 
of social isolation even prior to the pandemic, non-communicable disease, precarious migration 
status or integration difficulties, housing stress, and most critically to our approach, a disconnect 
and lack of access to green space. On a more existential level, we are also concerned with 
academia from the lens of degrowth. Is the quest for ever-more knowledge inherent in our 
profession just one more venture fueling unsustainable growth? How can we find practical 
solutions to tackle the type of knowledge acquisition that is driven chiefly by perverse funding 
incentives, as well as the growing commercialisation of research? We wish to present here our 
blended approach of academia and community organising, and share our efforts and challenges 
towards making our own community a) more inclusive and b) accessible to those in other cities and 
countries seeking alternative socio-economic structures, both via traditional academic reporting 
avenues and more community-relevant approaches. We are working together, both formally and 
informally, with different types of academics and urbanists to co-create more context-relevant and 
sustainable programs. This co-creation is in co-operation with local residents, city officials and 
national research funding agendas. In the longer-term, we seek to disseminate the concept of this 
community structure and its ensuing engagement techniques in an ‘open source urbanism’ 
manner, using a blend of traditional social science reporting methods and open-source digital 
platforms to make our tool-kit and ‘blueprint’ openly and comprehensively accessible. For 
Degrowth 2020, we will present and seek interactive feedback on our methods. Our academic tool-
kit: We are firstly working to define, in both concrete and abstract terms-of-requirements, the 
community context for re-creation and dissemination. This will describe in practical, logistical and 
conceptual terms the free, green (i.e. vegetation-rich and food-production centered), commons-
based alternative economic urban space of De KasKantine. Secondly, we are attempting to use 
traditional sociological methods combined with digital platforms and citizen engagement 
techniques to create a tool-kit to map community needs. This is towards the goal of understanding 
the context-specific barriers and enablers to community engagement in and with this alternative 
economy. The end-goal is to co-create programs and context-specific sustainable initiatives to 
improve the circularity and footprint of the urban foodscape, in a bottom-up manner. Thirdly, we 
seek to co-design and implement pilot programs aimed at improving community well-being and 
social cohesion, lessening the environmental footprint of our urban lives, and promoting resiliency 
outside traditional economic structures. For urban dwellers, dependency on unsustainable 
economic structures is most obvious and pervasive among urban foodscapes dominated by 
industrial food supply chains. As we write this, 1 year into the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
witnessing first-hand the perverse reliance on industrial food supply chains and inequity. These 
events underscore the fact that urban food autonomy is pertinent. Promoting resilience could 
include more functional ways to engage in guerilla gardening, home composting, and functional 
expansion and improved inclusivity of the food waste supermarket. Making this approach 
‘academic’ implies tapping into the vast funds that come with academic funding, in a wealthy nation 
such as The Netherlands, in order to create real political-ecological landscapes that benefit all of 
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the city’s social and planetary systems, rather than only feeding an elite knowledge and growth 
agenda. The conference session: Our concepts or methods are by no-means unique, but we 
believe there is value to the greater political ecology and de-growth community in the lessons 
learned from our context-specific approach to academic-activism. We seek to share our experience 
as academics working towards applied approaches to form, improve, and make more inclusive 
alternative urban economies. We also wish to seek feedback on how best to ‘disseminate’ our 
approach. We propose to lead an interactive session wherein we address questions, including (but 
not limited to): What are the advantages and pit-falls of trying to blend the intellectual and 
practical? Are we (academics) too deluded by publish-or-perish motives and our quest for more 
knowledge, or do our analytical skills actually lend themselves to meaningful transformations? 
More abstractly, what is the “who are we and why are we here” for 21st century academics working 
in the realm of social change? How can we best convince scientific or cultural funding bodies to 
support alternative, de-growth, community initiatives? How can we make traditional academic 
‘deliverables’ more relevant and inclusive to citizen stakeholders? How pervasive is the issue of 
‘knowledge-enclosure’ in academia, that is - the taking of data from communities without provision 
of clear benefit? How can we make the participating communities, particularly in the social 
sciences and urban studies, more direct beneficiaries of academic research, rather than simply 
sources of data? How can we ensure these insights are transferable to other settings - so as not to 
worsen academia’s reproducibility crisis? We propose a form of open source urbanism: what are 
the best approaches to sustain this knowledge in order to move towards more self-sustaining and 
self-sustainable communities? What have we learned from the COVID-19 pandemic’s effect on 
alternative urban spaces and food sovereignty initiatives? How can this prepare us for future 
system shocks? We propose to use a World-Cafe interactive method of small-group discussion, 
preceded and followed by plenary talks. The proceedings of the session would be made into a 
report and freely disseminated. Feedback would be invaluable in defining and shaping our 
approach to open-source urbanism, as well as our approach to academic-activism.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Addressing Inequality: The First Step Beyond COVID-19 and 
Towards Sustainability

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Nicholas Ashford, Ralph Hall, Johan Arango-Quiroga, Kyriakos 
Metaxas and Amy Showalter

ABSTRACT: 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted billions of lives across the world and has revealed and 
worsened the social and economic inequalities that have emerged over the past several decades. 
As governments consider public health and economic strategies to respond to the crisis, it is critical 
they also address the weaknesses of their economic and social systems that inhibited their ability 
to respond comprehensively to the pandemic. These same weaknesses have also undermined 
efforts to advance equality and sustainability. This paper explores over 30 interventions across the 
following nine categories of change that hold the potential to address inequality, provide all citizens 
with access to essential goods and services, and advance progress towards sustainability: (1) 
Income and wealth transfers to facilitate an equitable increase in purchasing power/disposable 
income; (2) broadening worker and citizen ownership of the means of production and supply of 
services, allowing corporate profit-taking to be more equitably distributed; (3) changes in the supply 
of essential goods and services for more citizens; (4) changes in the demand for more sustainable 
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goods and services desired by people; (5) stabilizing and securing employment and the workforce; 
(6) reducing the disproportionate power of corporations and the very wealthy on the market and 
political system through the expansion and enforcement of antitrust law such that the dominance of 
a few firms in critical sectors no longer prevails; (7) government provision of essential goods and 
services such as education, healthcare, housing, food, and mobility; (8) a reallocation of 
government spending between military operations and domestic social needs; and (9) suspending 
or restructuring debt from emerging and developing countries. Any interventions that focus on 
growing the economy must also be accompanied by those that offset the resulting compromises to 
health, safety, and the environment from increasing unsustainable consumption. This paper 
compares and identifies the interventions that should be considered as an important foundational 
first step in moving beyond the COVID-19 pandemic and towards sustainability. In this regard, it 
provides a comprehensive set of strategies that could advance progress towards a component of 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 10 to reduce inequality within countries. However, the 
candidate interventions are also contrasted with all 17 SDGs to reveal potential problem 
areas/tradeoffs that may need careful attention. Keywords: COVID-19; earning capacity; 
environment; essential goods and services; future of work; inequality; labor; safety net; universal 
basic income; sustainable development goals (SDGs); sustainability 

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 

Title: Aestheticizing Catastrophes? A Comparison of the Western and 
Japanese Approach to Art Creation in View of the Climate Emergency

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tamara Schneider

ABSTRACT: 
Without doubt climate change increases the chance of catastrophes, natural disasters will become 
more frequent and impacts on society more severe. Sustainable Development, hence, also has to 
deal with overcoming catastrophes. Art history studies history, culture, philosophy, politics or 
economics through the lens of artworks. But is there a universal artistic response to catastrophes? 
With respect to the March 2011 triple catastrophe in Japan, criticism has been voiced, that 
Japanese artists aestheticize and therefore distance the viewer from the catastrophic event, 
whereas Western artworks would address catastrophes more directly. Against this background, I 
will analyze selected artworks dealing with catastrophes, discuss how artists have reacted to them, 
and how these responses can help in coping with disasters and foster Sustainable Development. 
With respect to methodology, I will follow the iconographic approach, describe the artistic 
representation, the techniques, and the medium used in art creation. Furthermore, I will expand the 
perspective to an iconological view and have a closer look at how these artworks are deep-seated 
in the respective culture and society. I will mainly show that after destruction there is an urgent 
need for creation, not only in material but also in spiritual-artistic terms, but that the specifics of this 
response largely depend on the individual cultural background. This has immediate implications 
not only for supporting societies’ coping with climate disaster consequences but also for fostering 
Sustainable Development in general.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11
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Title: Agrarian Question in Socio-ecological Transformation: A Study of 
Peasant Reproduction in India

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Yadu C R

ABSTRACT: 
Agriculture in India is marked by prolonged crisis resultant of a complex interplay of neo-liberal 
policies, worsening ecology, changing climatic patterns and fragmentation of land. However, 
despite the enduring agrarian crisis, the peasantry is far from withering away. This article attempts 
to examine the continuities and changes in peasant reproduction in a semi-arid and green 
revolution region in South India. It also seeks to explain the logic of the survival of the peasantry 
amidst the crisis faced by agriculture. It is based on fieldwork done in two villages in North Arcot 
region in 2018 and the data collected in 1994 for the same villages. The findings of the study are 
on four fronts; (a) uneven capitalist development in agriculture within and across villages, (b) 
increasing unprofitability of crop production, and (c) the ‘depressor’ effect of ecological decline and 
(d) peasant farming as constitutive of a diverse livelihood portfolio as a pathway to household 
economic stability. The study shows that capitalist relations have developed unevenly within and 
across villages. While capitalism has embraced paddy cultivation, production relations for 
groundnut has almost stayed aloof. With increasing backward and forward linkages to market, 
paddy production in the villages represents a case of ‘change’, whereas the case of groundnut 
represents ‘continuity’ from the past. The neoliberal policies adopted by the State Since the early 
1990s have rendered farming un-remunerative by shooting up the cost of cultivation and 
depressing the prices farmers receive. This has resulted in an unprecedented income squeeze of 
the peasantry. Neo-liberalism also helped accentuate class differences among the farmers. It has 
affected small farm households the most while large farm households enjoy better profitability due 
to their scale advantage. The local ecological decline due to the increased extraction of 
groundwater is putting barriers to increasing production and productivity of crop production. It is felt 
universally affecting both small and large farms by adversely affecting agricultural expansion and 
investment. While the impact of neoliberal policies is visible for the last two decades, ecological 
degradation manifest in lowering of the water table, started to play the role of a ‘depressor’ in the 
last seven years. The changing climatic pattern, apart from worsening the ecological crisis, makes 
the peasant households more vulnerable by making them exposed to higher risks and uncertainty. 
Despite the heavy odds faced in crop production, the peasantry in the villages is alive and kicking. 
Lack of a dynamic non-farm sector in the villages deprives the peasantry of alternative gainful 
employment. In the face of this, peasant households survive by combining a slew of income-
generating activities. The reproduction of peasant households is actively aided by debt taking of 
the households and social welfare policies of the sub-national government. Socio-cultural factors 
also play an important role in the survival of the peasantry. The social prestige associated with 
owning land and cultivating it and the ‘social distinction’ it provides to the dominant caste compared 
to the lower castes, is the non-economic factors which ensure the continuity of farming and 
peasantry in the villages.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Agricultural Science and the Pre-emptive Politics of Development: 
Beyond Celebration, Acquiescence and Protests.

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Rajeswari S. Raina

ABSTRACT: 
This paper discusses the pre-emptive politics of the green revolution heralded to ward off the red 
one (in the 1960s), and of the alternatives to industrial agriculture that are openly contested now (in 
the 21st century). This politics of the key actors, the rural communities (farmers and agricultural 
workers), the state (Union Government and several State Governments) and the agricultural 
sciences (dominant offensive research content (whether of genetics or markets) and knowledge 
by-passed), is evident in events of celebration, protest and acquiescence involving them. In 
particular, the role of the agricultural sciences in silencing the environment in the development 
agenda, is evident in the tensions between the State Governments (Bihar and Gujarat in particular) 
and the Union Government in the 1960s, and in the recent farmers protest in Punjab (Haryana and 
western Uttar Pradesh,) and the new programmes supporting traditional (paramparagat), organic,  
agro-ecological and natural farming. The transition of Indian agriculture from being ‘the basis of all 
development’, to a phase of ‘modernization of agriculture for development’ and since the late 
1990s to the current phase of ‘contending alternatives in development’ is marked by transitions in 
the content, direction and organization of S&T.  This we argue, is the pre-emptive politics and the 
anti-environmentalism of the professional class. 
India, as much of South Asia is, is not just the ‘last bastion’ of the peasantry and agro-biodiversity. 
It is also the agora where the agenda-setting science-policy relationship feeding the ‘third world of 
planned development,’ confronts various forms of distress and more recently, open protests and 
hundreds of alternatives. The organized/formal agricultural sciences are far from understanding 
and participating in the knowledge-policy concerns that the farmers movements, various sub-
national policy makers, urban consumers, domestic rainfed/mountain agriculture alliances, and 
transnational agrarian and climate crisis groups articulate in their protests and in their recent 
celebrations of alternatives. This paper argues for a pre-emptive politics that ensures the 
localization of agriculture in (and not vs.) the environment. This is already being staged by local 
farming communities and the State Governments reclaiming agriculture as a ‘state subject,’ and 
some genuinely scientific investigations (not repetitive ritualistic technology generation) about the 
status of soil and water systems, biodiversity, agricultural workers and women farmers.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Agriculture After Growth DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Matteo Belletti,  Silvio Cristiano and Lucia Piani

ABSTRACT: 
Running toward the end of the industrial age, that of “agriculture and degrowth” does not arise as a 
“simple” problem of choosing among antagonist production techniques. Rather, what must 
necessarily be reinterpreted is the overall and structural social role of agriculture, its functions, its 
aims, and hall this far beyond the mere problem of raw material production. The hypothesis here is 
that, from a degrowth perspective, agriculture can no longer be considered the primary sector of 
the economy since this mental scheme is itself the outcome of an industrial vision of the societal 
organisation. But then, how do we imagine we can live in a post-growth (and/or post-industrial?) 
age and what is the role of agriculture in this hypothetical totally new scenario? What is the role 
(and functioning) of agriculture in a post-consumerist society? When we look at the progress of 
agriculture we often limit ourselves to interpreting such progress as a mere technological problem. 
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However, we should rather reconsider the role of labour, of land as well as the involved institutions. 
In a degrowth scenario, the idea of rural space changes drastically. Is it, therefore, possible to 
imagine a rural society as a “modern” one? The exercise proposed in this round table is, therefore, 
that of trying to imagine new social scenarios based on an original vision of rural space that is no 
longer relegated to the extractive function of producing raw materials and/or commodified supplies.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Agriculture After Growth DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Matteo Belletti,  Silvio Cristiano and Lucia Piani

ABSTRACT: 
Part 2 of a double session on Agriculture After Growth (see part 1 abstract).

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: AGRIVOLTAIC SYSTEM IN FAMILY AGRICULTURE: APPLICATIONS 
IN THE BRAZILIAN NORTHEAST

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Guilherme da Silva

ABSTRACT: 
The “agrivoltaic” system represents a considerably recent technology and has been internationally 
discussed as a plausible application of sustainability concepts, the system allows the reconciliation 
of agriculture with clean renewable energy. The use of agrovoltaic promotes the challenge of 
intertwining two concepts that can be less productive when towed, but have an optimum point 
capable of improving the territorial utilization and provide decentralized renewable solar energy. 
The present work seeks to analyze the difficulty of implementing photovoltaic technology in the 
family farming environment, as well as the possible public policies that they would encourage the 
use of solar panels and make the return on investment more attractive. Currently, the combination 
of photovoltaic plates with agricultural cultivation would be able to favor the Brazilian northeastern 
hinterland (Sertão) on long-term economic issues. However, cost and lack of incentives still 
represent a difficult obstacle to be bypassed. At first, some definitions and characteristics of energy 
will be exposed photovoltaic solar system in the Brazilian territory, commenting briefly on the 
possibilities of nsertion in the Brazilian northeastern hinterland in the technological format of 
agrivoltaic. Through registration of the implementation of the agrovoltaic system in foreign lands, 
as in the statistical area metropolitan area of Phoenix, in the United States, the research will seek 
in its first section analyze the benefits and harms of this joint system, citing the problems and 
advantages of use in the territory chosen by Majumdar and Pasqualetti. Above all, the data pointed 
out by the authors indicate that the agrovoltaic would be able to solve the Phoenix problem in what 
long-term sustainability and territorial distribution. In a second step, the registration of national or 
national public policies will be analyzed that would serve as possible facilitators for the insertion of 
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agrivoltaic in the Northeast, however, recent policies still have insufficient perks to make the slow 
return of photovoltaic solar energy into something attractive. In addition, examples of the favorable 
conditions for adapting the northeastern hinterland to technology, as well as the quantity of family 
producers on the Brazilian map. In this way, it will be possible to ascertain the predisposition of the 
locality to establish the agrovoltaic system. The newly opened project developed by the Ecolume 
network of researchers in conjunction with the brazilian Ministry of Science, Technology, 
Innovations and Communications (MCTIC) will be addressed, demonstrating the potential of the 
agrivoltaic system in the hinterland of the Brazilian state of Pernambuco and a new usefulness of 
technology in capturing water resources. In order to analyze the costs of applying photovoltaic 
solar energy and the adaptation of crops to less solar irradiation, the last section will bring a 
bibliographic review of recent feasibility studies with regard to photovoltaic solar panels in Brazil, in 
addition to a set of research on the adaptability of plantations, mainly tropical roots, to the shading 
regime.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Walter A. Pengue

ABSTRACT: 
The world food system is in a deep crisis. This concerns relationships that range from the 
destruction of natural resources to pesticides pollution and food and nutritional health. As a 
reaction to this socio-environmental degradation, new paradigms are emerging, proposed both 
from science and from society to provide stability, recovery and a new perspective on rurality. A 
look that integrates and builds networks between urban, peri-urban, rural and natural territories and 
all the natural resources and ecosystem services that this implies. Facing this situation, 
Agroecology emerges as an integral, holistic proposal that is comprised of three inseparable 
components: as science, practice and movement. Agroecology proposes a new form of rural 
development that integrates the rural family with its surroundings and consumers, while on the 
other hand, it promotes new agro-productive and food consumption practices in towns and cities. A 
crucial question is how a world of 10,000 million people will be fed in the coming decades, in ways 
that produce without destroying nature. And how this will be linked to local and regional-based 
production systems and under new consumption systems such as social and solidarity economy 
and other models today are considered only as a relay. Agroecology complies with these proposals 
and can now be shown not only successful in isolated cases but in a real massification of its 
proposal. And the agroecological system is very clearly linked to agroproduction systems that have 
family farming and urban agriculture as huge opportunities for transformation. The new production 
and consumption networks also find agroecology as a system that allows scaling towards a new 
eco-food system that takes into account the sustainable use of all resources, taking more efficient 
use of energy, water and the flow of materials. Finally, agroecology as a social movement once 
again demands fair access to basic resources that allow the integral development of people such 
as access to land, housing and education. How does this subtheme relate to the overall 
conference theme (maximum 100 words): Clearly, the way of producing food is directly related to 
environmental impacts, the extraction of basic materials and unstoppable consumption patterns. To 
this, is added the clear need for a change in the productive paradigm that has the way of making 
food at its center. And on the other hand, in the support of rural communities and the deceleration 
of the consumerism of modern societies. To this is added the importance of starting to promote 
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local and regional production and consumption patterns that contribute to reducing emissions, 
reducing the impacts of climate change and cooling the planet. Therefore, the proposal fits 
perfectly with that of our Congress that seeks alternative livelihoods under the ecological, 
economical, cultural and political crisis.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Miguel Altieri

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Clovis Cavalcanti

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Peter May

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3
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Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Roldan Muradian

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: AGROECOLOGY and ECOAGRIFOOD SYSTEMS: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Walter Pengue

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: AGROECOLOGY AND SOCIOECOLOGICAL TRANSITIONS IN 
FOOD SYSTEMS

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Walter A. Pengue

ABSTRACT: 
Latin American agriculture faces an unprecedented process. On one hand, is one of the territories 
where industrial agriculture has expanded the most and received all its impact. And on the other, it 
is the place in the world where an ecological, social, cultural and production movement has 
agroecology at its center and where has grown steadily. COVID19 impacts strongly on the food 
systems and changed several aspects of it. Under this context, selfproduction and agroecological 
systems is rising and offering new ways for production and consumption. In Latin America, 
Agroecology is define as “science, action and movement” and is currently being promoted both by 
public and private researchers and by social movements of different scales. Even governments are 
beginning to see Agroecology as a viable alternative when the goal is to ensure healthy and 
accessible food for the population. But this new agriculture has had its current escalation in the 
hands of demand. Those that require healthier and at the same time cheap products and those 
that are directly receiving the impacts of pesticides and transgenic crops (and showing their 
diseases). In this paper we will be presenting the current state of regional agroecology. With 

45



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

emphasis on rural urban periphery and new networks and markets nearby. These transform the 
local food system and promote a very positive integration between agroecology, social and 
solidarity economy and ecological economics. Today food self-production systems reach more than 
200,000 orchards and reach almost 3,000,000 people in Argentina. Other examples will be show in 
the presentation.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Agroecology in Mexico

Session type: Paper

Submitter: David Barkin

ABSTRACT: 
In the face of the spread of unsustainable agricultural practices following a heady period of “green 
revolution” advances, agro-industrial expansion, and intensive competition from food imports, there 
is a realization of the need for alternative livelihood approaches to rural development. While 
traditional peasant and indigenous community production of basic food grains survive despite 
unfavorable public policies and pressures from the global economy, there is a recognition that 
environmental damage and social disintegration must be reversed. Traditional agroecosystems 
developed from perceptions and cosmovisions of nature that differ sharply from those of the 
Western world. The terraces in southwestern Mexico, the multi-cropped milpas, the orchards, the 
camellones of the south, the chinampas, the metepantles, and diversified agroforestry systems, 
are examples of the multiplicity of traditional practices that contribute to food security for farmers, 
their families, and their communities, without compromising their ecosystems. But these systems 
are inadequate to provide for society’s needs and face the challenges of environmental changes. 
Agroecological experiences are demonstrating their ability to complement traditional practices, 
increasing and diversifying production while improving environmental caretaking. Recent 
developments show that they can build on the organizational capacities of the communities as well 
as a dialogue and feedback between traditional and scientific knowledge systems to promote 
dramatic improvements in productive organization, output, environmental conservation, and social 
well-being. Institutional advances are also facilitating closer relations between rural producers and 
(peri) urban communities to facilitate exchange that reduces dependence on distant markets. This 
presentation draws on concrete examples from Mexico.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Alli Kawsay (Buen vivir) in the indigenous movements of Colombia 
- Ecuador, political-economic practices as a global model, in defense of 
the rights of Mother Nature in the global south.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Eduardo Erazo Acosta

ABSTRACT: 
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From the decolonial theory, the indigenous economies, are part of the other/other economies, are 
part of the economies that take care of nature, establish other patterns of human relations with 
circularity, respect:; besides it involves this type of economy the communality, the environmental 
dimension, family and the education as practice of decolonization, of humanization. This type of 
economy is part of the post-colonial studies, because it establishes patterns of analyzing 
alternative economies that can reestablish links of respect to nature, as bets of resilience in the 
middle of the climate change, key to change of economy in the middle of the climate change, 
diverse authors emphasize it; Arturo Escobar, Aram Ziai. The purpose of this research is to present 
the urgency of listening to indigenous epistemologies of Sumak Kawsay (in kichwa language: Buen 
vivir-Good Living) and also to accompany the care/defense of the biodiversity-rich indigenous 
territories of the Andean region. As a research question: What characteristics do the economies 
have from the philosophy of the Alli kawsay - Buen vivir as successful experiences of economic 
redistribution and its contributions to the global economy in the middle of the anthropocene to 
safeguard life on the planet? At present, the strengthening of green economy strategies, a fairer 
economy, sustainable with nature and with the capacity to be a model in the distribution of wealth, 
stands out. In practice, it recognizes minga, (community work), inclusive development, 
development in respect for nature of importance in the midst of the manifestations of climate 
change. Buen vivir-alli Kawsay (In kichwa indigenous language), is part of the epistemology of 
resistance, which in the practice of indigenous communities implies addressing the 
dimension/interrelationship: spiritual dimension, economic dimension (clean practices-sustainable 
economies), political dimension (defense of the territory) ancestral, family dimension, cultural, 
environmental. This model is a more just way of distributing wealth and income, which is part of the 
economies of resistance. This ethnographic research has been carried in the last 7 years, in 
Republics of Colombia and Ecuador, in Indigenous Regional Council of Cauca CRIC, and The 
Indigenous Confederation of Ecuador CONAIE. Theoretical references: epistemology of 
indigenous communities, indigenous intellectuals. The anthropocene affects considerably the 
species of flora and fauna, the glaciers, water reserves, páramos understood as places where the 
water is born for the species. With it the territories Pan Amazonas region of native communities are 
strongly affected in their cosmovision to know. Ethnographic work is used: interviews, participant 
observation, and documentary analysis. Key to comment how from the epistemologies, their 
spirituality's, indigenous cosmovision, the elders (grandparents and grandmothers) announce that 
if there is no respect for the species on earth comes catastrophe, which from modern science is 
already evident. Results: This is considered from the Decolonial theory as an alternative to 
development or alternative development, based on the epistemological basis of the indigenous 
movement, the basis of current governments/states. Without a doubt the Sumak Kawsay is difficult 
to implement or live in praxis in the midst of individualistic societies with accelerated urban growth 
or in societies structured in fossil fuels, in addition to the radical reactionary anti-movement 
indigenous right that watches over environmental care. The Sumak Kawsay is part of the 
alternatives to the development taken care of from the indigenous cosmovision the dimensions: 
cosmovision, solidary economies, own right, own health, own education as alternatives with strong 
spiritual base of respect to the mother earth. The Sumak Kawsay as an epistemology of respect for 
life, is linked to "The Rights of Nature" already included in articles 70 to 74 of the Political 
Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador in 2008.In the midst of the great destruction by mining and 
resource extraction at a global level, indigenous communities are more affected because it is 
precisely in territories//species where there is mineral wealth that great mining increases, putting at 
greater risk the animal and plant species that live in indigenous territories, as well as the ancestral 
knowledge/indigenous worldview is threatened. In this way, when indigenous communities defend 
Mother Nature (Pachamama) politically, they also take care of the biological chain in terms of 
wealth and biodiversity or geostrategic areas, life reserves at a global level.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1
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Title: Alternative Academic Livelihoods

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Stephanie Bender

ABSTRACT: 
In this session, I want to invite participants to a creative reflection on possible alternative academic 
livelihoods. We will depart from the assumption that it is not enough to create alternative content 
and knowledge, but that the form of how we work as intellectuals will also have to change. This 
may cover questions like: • How can we work with each other instead of being in constant 
competition? • Which are better modes of networking with local communities, politics, activists, 
etc.? • Which channels of communication could we use to be heard outside of the academy? • How 
can the nature of our work change (e.g. job-sharing, part-time, sitting less)? • Is it possible to 
overcome the separation of the intellect from the body and the emotions? Between theory and 
practise? • Can we make the way we organise events more sustainable, both ecologically and 
socially? • Do we need to change the way we teach? Participants are encouraged to come up with 
their own vision of an ideal academic livelihood in small groups via conversation and creative 
expression. The groups will create posters and present them afterwards in a gallery walk. The 
session will end with an open discussion on how the academy of the future might look like in order 
to be more sustainable for the people working in it, as well as for its human and non-human 
environment.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Alternative Food Systems as Alternative Economic Systems

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lucia Diez Sanjuan

ABSTRACT: 
Alternative Food Systems (AFS) are built around the principles of sustainability and fairness. When 
considered from a systemic and holistic perspective, from production to distribution and 
consumption, they offer an exceptional and complete example of the principles and characteristics 
that Alternative Economic Systems could or should follow. In this presentation I offer a proposal of 
how AFS challenge the conventional economic paradigm theoretically, and in practice. AFS 
integrate the demands of Ecological Economics to put productive activities on a scale compatible 
and respectful with ecological cycles and limits. Additionally, AFS challenge the hegemonic rule of 
markets, redesigning distribution channels in their space and power dimensions. Finally, 
consumption in AFS reveals the importance of social, ethical and cultural values in the economic 
decision making. Thus, assessing AFS as whole economic systems it is possible to bring together 
the real, institutional and cultural dimensions that shape and embed economic systems. This work 
aims to take advantage of the great development of AFS theories and initiatives, analysing their 
capacity to create and expand Alternative Economic Systems, and to use them as a blueprint for 
teaching and building alternative economies.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6
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Title: Alternative ways of understanding ecological conservation 
practices to enable environmental justice for all

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lavanya Suresh

ABSTRACT: 
The main aim of this paper is to understand the idea of justice embedded in the alternative. We 
situate this study within the broader context of environmental degradation and marginalization of 
resource-dependent communities wherein with declining economic margins, especially under 
increasingly competitive global trade regimes and unregulated markets, cost and risks are passed 
downwards to individual producers, who can be predicted to extract from the ecological system to 
balance their losses (Robbins 2012). The result is a pattern of appropriation and accumulation of 
natural capital, transformed into currency, at locations away from the site of production. This results 
in disabling of local systems of livelihood and further marginalization of those who are vulnerable 
(based on caste, class, gender, etc.). The need is to reimagine our assumptions about ecological 
resources and to understand them from a political gaze that considers the operation of power at 
different levels. The threat of climate change has given this issue more urgency as it has brought in 
a new recognition of the profound interconnection between social inequities and natural systems. A 
focus on development without consideration for environment and biodiversity loss has led to the 
devastation of local economies that are dependent on resources, aggravated flooding and/or 
drought, harmed agricultural and water security in many regions in India. Unsustainable 
development projects will, as predicted by many climate change models, lead to devastation at a 
global scale (Rockström, et al., 2009). It is in this context that we need to look for alternatives or 
more sustainable ways of development. The focus here is on alternatives sustainable practices, 
rather than just sustainability. In this study, by alternative, we mean initiatives that aim at a 
fundamental shift towards the core values of sustainability, equity, efficiency and democratisation. 
The focus of this study is on those actions and initiatives that aim at an ecologically just and 
sustainable future with social and economic equity. Central to this argument is also the idea of 
decentralisation, which provides for people having a say in making decisions about the resources 
in question. This would mean asking the fundamental question of - who has power and who does 
not? In envisioning an alternative way of being, it often means that the institutions or individual is 
challenging the current set of norms of being. Addressing such issues is crucial as India is an 
intensely hierarchal society, with inequities in all spheres of life (Kothari & Joy, 2017). 
Methodologically we will be using the case study method. The case selection will be based on 
purposive sampling. Our study finds that actors at different scales have an impact on the 
conservation practices found. The everyday interaction with a resource is a product of the broader 
political economy of the region. The existence of an ecological resource and its management is 
produced by way of negotiating power structures that make the river, lake or forest itself power 
ladened. Hence, environmental degradation and change is not just a product of climate change, 
but also how power operates and how vulnerability and risk are distributed among actors. 
Keywords: Environmental justice; Alternatives; Conservation; India; Marginalisation; Livelihoods

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4
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Title: An African perspective on ecological transition

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Alessandra Manzini

ABSTRACT: 
The Eco-village is an intentional human scale settlement where people are living together in 
ecological harmony. It’s a critical conception to the current development models. The Global 
Ecovillage Network (GEN), is made up of approximately 10,000 communities of 5 regional 
networks around the world. In this paper I describe three type of eco-villages that I found in 
Senegal and their perspectives on ecological transition: the Senegalese Eco-villages Movement 
(SEM), the ancestral ecovillage and the governmentally founded ecovillages. From 1995 SEM has 
been animating a period of social experimentation. The Senegalese government, inspired by the 
work done by SEM, has established the Senegalese National Agency for Eco-villages, ANEV, 
within the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development. Senegal was the first country 
that developed an Integrated national Transition program dedicated to transitioning 14,000 rural 
traditional villages to Eco-villages, already made some experimentation on about 400 villages. The 
alliance between Global North and Global South beginning from SEM is spanning the Eco-village 
model to other countries of Africa. The paper analyses the success factors and the contradictions 
of sustainable development guided by the different agents: the ANEV program, the GEN, the 
results on the field achieved by SEM in establishing long term sustainable models of innovation in 
the territorial development. The paper shows how in this specific case the balance of interests was 
made possible, analyzing how in the context of Senegal the transitions occurred. The experimental 
evaluation starts inquiring the existence of a locally owned endogenous sustainability strategy 
rooted in the ancient wisdom of traditional villages or ancestral ecovillages. It inquires if SEM has 
been able to express a genuine African perspective anchored to the values of the traditional social 
system and if this movement has truly been able to transform the regime and influence the regional 
policy of other national states. Finally it proposes a discussion on what could help social 
innovations to scale up, transform the institutions and endure in the long period without absorbing 
the movements into the current economic models.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Analyzing people’s views on welfare and environmental values 
and policies: Eco-social mentalities in Swedish cities

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Martin Fritz

ABSTRACT: 
As ecological crises and the challenge of tackling the causes and consequences of climate change 
increase the need for political action, it becomes more and more urgent to find effective policy 
measures and to evaluate the degree and the reasons of people’s support for or resistance against 
them. Sustainable welfare theory argues for integrating environmental policy and social welfare 
measures within an eco-social policy framework. This would help fighting the socially unjust 
distributional effects of environmental policies and making the current growth-dependent and 
environmental harmful welfare systems more sustainable. Sustainable welfare and corresponding 
eco-social policies are concerned with the satisfaction of human needs within planetary limits, in 
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global and intergenerational perspective. Against this background, the paper analyzes data from a 
representative survey carried out in 2019/20 among the inhabitants of three major Swedish cities. 
They were asked about their views on different environmental and social policies, their 
understanding of climate change and social justice as well as about their preferences for building 
future livelihoods within their cities. Using a Bourdieusian relational methodological approach the 
eco-social mentalities of respondents are identified and linked with their socio-structural positions 
including political orientations as well as civic engagement and personal climate action. The 
emerging eco-social field shows the landscape of social groups and types of eco-social mentalities 
revealing who supports and who resists an eco-social policy, and also shows where are potential 
alliances between social groups and where are lines of conflict.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Animal Law and Ecological Economics

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Leopoldo Costa Junior

ABSTRACT: 
The relationship between Animal Law and Ecological Economics can take place in at least three 
different ways. First, in the way in which the different biocentric and ecocentric positions of animal 
law allow us to criticize certain anthropocentric foundations of ecological economics. Secondly, 
how economic analysis produced by Ecological Economics can contribute to animal law. Finally, by 
measuring the environmental impacts of animal exploitation and the impacts on animal rights of 
environmental exploitation, illuminate aspects that may be useful to both areas of knowledge, 
social mobilization and public policy making. To do this, the article sought to conceptualize Animal 
Law and Ecological Economics, differentiating it from other fields of knowledge, and then to 
present the main biocentric and ecocentric currents that philosophically underlie Animal Law and to 
discuss how certain anthropocentric principles of Ecological Economics could be criticized or 
reformulated. In the following, it was shown how the analysis produced by Ecological Economics, 
with the reformulations previously proposed, contribute to the design of norms that respect the 
philosophical principles that underlie Animal Law and combat speciesism and economism. All 
these considerations have been taken into account to propose that economic impact 
measurements consider aspects of animal and environmental exploitation and the 
interdependence of their effects. Using a system perspective (rather than a value chain), proposals 
for social mobilization and public policy were suggested as well as lines of research in both areas 
of knowledge.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 2

Title: Applying Insights from Transformation Research towards a 
Strategy for the Degrowth Movement

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Julia Tschersich

ABSTRACT: 
The Degrowth movement stands at the crossroads. In order to reach political momentum, it will 
require minimum consensus on joint action and a common strategy. At the same time, it is 
precisely the diversity of approaches that give the Degrowth movement its strength, legitimacy and 
identity. We apply the Social-Ecological Transformation framework developed to bridge process-
oriented and structural approaches to transformation to the Degrowth Movement and derive 
suggestions for strategies for change. At the macro level, the objectives of inter and 
intragenerational justice need to be pursued by challenging the central paradigms that constitute 
unsustainable trajectories. These are ‘control of humans over nature’, ‘materialistic culture and 
growth’ and ‘expert knowledge and specialization’. This should be reflected in concrete action of 
individual change processes, such as local initiatives, which can be guided by principles of fairness 
and resilience in their everyday activities. The meso level (bottom-up) suggests the importance of 
building a robust alternative by creating strong networks, both horizontally across sectors, and 
vertically, from the local to the international level. Moreover, it stresses the importance to reach into 
the “mainstream”, while resisting attempts to cooption. The bottom-down aspect suggests to 
facilitate further change processes, for instance by establishing platforms for knowledge sharing 
and networking. The Degrowth movement should derive guidelines for a common strategy that 
focuses on essential values as a minimum consensus and is oriented at overcoming harmful 
paradigms and system structures, while at the same time highlighting and encouraging the diverse 
solutions proposed within the movement.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Are alternative measures of economic well-being and the 
Sustainable Development Goals sufficiently representing the well-being 
economy?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: David Cook

ABSTRACT: 
The United Nations’ seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a global vision for 
a more sustainable and prosperous future for the planet by the year 2030. On the economic front, 
SDG8, ‘Decent work and economic growth’, specifies a target for all nations to sustain per capita 
economic growth in accordance with national circumstances. Recognizing the well-known 
limitations of economic growth as a litmus paper of progress, this paper seeks to advance 
understanding of the linkages between alternative measures of economic well-being, the well-
being economy and the SDGs. This analysis is conducted following the development of a 
conceptual model linking the capital assets of a well-being economy to well-being goals and 
domains, before these are connected to related SDGs. An assessment is then conducted of the 
extent to which six alternative indicators of economic well-being capture (a) the aforementioned 
dimensions of economic well-being, and (b) the various environmental, economic and social 
targets set by the SDGs. The Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) is found to be the most 
comprehensive in coverage, albeit it remains assimilative of weak rather than strong sustainability 
ideals. As such, the GPI can be used to advance arguments in favor of discarding the ambition of 
SDG8 to sustain per capita economic growth in developed economies, highlighting the 
environmental, economic and social costs of its pursuit. In addition, the use of the GPI by 
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policymakers can form part of an evidence base supporting potential transitions to post-capitalist 
economies, prioritizing ecological limits, planetary boundaries, and well-being and desirability 
objectives.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: Are maximum-minimum income ratios politically feasible? The 
case of Kerala, India

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Pietro Cigna

ABSTRACT: 
Inequalities are rising worldwide as wealth created by growth is increasingly captured by elites, 
while 600 million people across the world still live in extreme poverty. In the meantime, the 
feasibility of mainstream poverty alleviation approaches based on growth and the trickle down 
effect is increasingly questioned in the face of climate and environmental breakdown. In post-
growth studies, a key question is how basic needs for all can be satisfied within planetary 
boundaries. To pursue this objective, a Universal Basic Income (UBI) – a state-provided 
unconditional payment covering one’s basic needs – has been proposed in combination with a 
Maximum Income (MI) – a cap on individual income. However, very few studies have produced so 
far empirical data regarding the societal acceptance and political feasibility of enforcing maximum-
minimum income ratios in a foreseeable future. Using the state of Kerala, India, as case study, in 
this research we assess people’s attitudes towards a basic/maximum income policy proposal and 
we identify barriers and opportunities to implementing it. Our data were collected from a literature 
review and from semi-structured and structured interviews with 60 informants, including lay people 
as well as academics, officials and other actors with larger capacity to influence political debates. 
Our research identifies key values and considerations underlying different levels of societal support 
to maximum-minimum income ratios. Based on our results we discuss implications for 
communication strategies in political campaigns oriented to promote a basic/maximum income 
policy in different socio-economic contexts.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Are Washing Machines More Important Than Smart Phones? Using 
participatory art to communicate Degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Toby Lloyd

ABSTRACT: 
NOW replaced with a talk as online. Proposal - Interactive exhibition/installation, which will include 
a seating area, short video, newspaper publication and posters posing questions for conference 
attendees to respond to. - The purpose of this is to create a space for convivial conversation on 
topics around Degrowth. - The installation will demonstrate an alternative method for 
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communicating ideas of Degrowth to the general public and conference attendees. Even if 
everyone at the conference agrees that Degrowth is needed, it is unlikely that we will all agree on 
what this means and how it should be achieved. The installation will be a space to challenge ideas 
and offer alternatives in a way that is not confrontational. Description: The title of the project is 
taken from Mark Fisher’s statement that: “Washing machines are more important than smart 
phones.” (Fisher, 2016) He believed that most of us would feel a sense of relief if our smart phone 
broke, giving us a break from the bombardment of messages and being constantly connected to 
the internet. In contrast to this he states that there would be no upside to your washing machine 
breaking down. None of us would think, “great I can handwash my cloths now.” Fisher’s statement 
is turned into a question to playfully open up discussion around understandings of individual wants 
and collective needs. Presenting the concept of Degrowth to members of the public for the first 
time can be difficult without the discussion becoming a political argument in which consensus is 
impossible to reach. Opinions can be formed quickly, and objections are often for ideological 
reasons which are hard to change with statistical evidence and quantitative data. A more effective 
route is through emotional narratives and examples of lived experience (McCrea, 2018). 
Participatory art projects can be used to engage members of the public in political discussions 
without needing to ‘win’ a debate. It is art’s capacity for illusion and role-playing that enables it to 
introduce concepts which might seem academic or dangerous - like Degrowth, Universal Basic 
Services, post-work society - in a playful way by keeping a critical distance from reality (Watson, 
2016). Conversations do not need to have consequences so ideological blockages can by 
bypassed. This allows for contemplation, letting the imagination run free and ‘what if’ scenarios to 
be played out. The project does this by posing a series of rhetorical questions which are open to 
interpretation and difficult to give a direct answer to. “How do you contribute to Society?” for 
example. These questions are then unpicked to reveal the complications and contradictions with in 
them. What do we mean when we say "society" and what is understood as making a "contribution" 
to it? The installation will be a space that attendees can sit and gather to discuss ideas. It will 
include a several elements that they can engage with interactively or passively, including a 
newspaper publication, video and posters. I will also be present to talk to people and discuss their 
responses to the project. Previous projects have been presented outside of traditional art spaces 
and are intended to engage with non-arts audiences. I am aware that art can also be a barrier for a 
large section of the general public. After participants have discussed their responses with me, I am 
able to introduce the concepts of Degrowth to them in ways that connect to their own life 
experiences. The aim is not to convert people but to encourage deeper debate that 
circumnavigates knee jerk reactions or ideological objections. This process has also enabled me to 
listen to participants opinions and what they imagine a Degrowth society might look like. Practical 
elements: - The installation could take several forms and adapt to the environment of the 
conference. - I am open to collaborating with other participants of the conference. - The installation 
could potentially be used to host other talks and events - Ideally it would be situated in a place that 
will have footfall and where there is already an audience. Previous installations have been in a café 
or library where groups of people can gather and talk to one another and observe the installation 
without having to interact with it directly. This means people can engage passively and discuss the 
questions amongst themselves, then approach when they feel comfortable to do so. - I will be in 
the space for several hours each day. Instead of sitting on a chair, holding a clipboard and looking 
for people to fill in a questionnaire, which can be intimidating for passers-by, I will be hand painting 
a large version of the attached image (“How do you contribute to society?” / “What do you gain 
from society?” This will enable me to be in the space and be available to talk to people who want to 
interact, when they are ready to do so. - There will be posters that participants can write responses 
and observations on to display for other attendees to react to. - Watching the video and reading the 
newspaper will be other ways that people can interact with the project without having to talk to me 
or when I am not present in the space. - The newspapers could be distributed around the 
conference so attendees can engage from a distance. - The installation will develop over the 
course of the conference as I work on the painting and people interact with the project, building up 
material and audience responses to the questions. - I will document the development of the 
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installation on social media so those who are not at the conference can respond to the issues that 
are being raised and contribute to the project. Technical requirements: - Would need a monitor to 
screen the video (ideally a large flatscreen, possibly with headphones) - Access to refreshments (a 
solution to this would be if I was next to or near a café) References - Mark Fisher (2016) Designer 
Communism, Digital Bauhaus Summit - Aisling McCrea (2018) Resolved: Debate is stupid, 
theoutline.com - Mike Watson (2016) Towards A Conceptual Militancy, Zero Books

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Are we doing what’s required for system change?

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Jefim Vogel

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth requires system change: the emergence of a new, qualitatively different political-
economic system. But how do systems change? As our current system crumbles, what are the 
conditions, steps and roles required for an alternative to evolve into a new system? We argue this 
question should be front and centre in informing Degrowth strategies. But is it? In this workshop, 
we will find out. Drawing on a systemic theory of change, participants will map current efforts and 
strategies of Degrowth and allied movements onto the steps required for system change, identify 
current blind spots and discuss priorities for organising and action. DETAILED DESCRIPTION: 
Degrowth requires system change: the emergence and establishment of a political-economic 
system with qualitatively different outcomes, and hence qualitatively different logics, structures and 
dynamics, than the current system. But how do systems change? As our current system crumbles, 
what are the conditions, steps and roles required for a particular alternative to evolve into, or 
shape, the next system? We argue that this question should be front and centre in informing 
Degrowth strategies if we want the next system to evolve along lines of Degrowth – rather than far-
right alternatives. But do our strategies and actions reflect that? In this workshop, we will draw on a 
systemic theory of change to map current efforts and strategies of Degrowth and allied movements 
onto the steps required for an alternative system to emerge, identify current blind spots and 
suggest priorities for organising and action. First, we will briefly introduce participants to concepts 
of systems thinking that are key for understanding complex systems (such as society or the 
economy): the relation between structure and dynamics, the notion of emergence, and the 
importance of feedback loops and leverage points. Next, we will introduce a systemic theory of 
change - based on the ‘two-loop model’ - which describes how transitions take place and which 
steps and roles are required to facilitate alternatives to emerge and evolve into an alternative 
system that eventually replaces the current system: from confronting the status quo to connecting 
pioneer alternatives and establishing new narratives. In the main part of the workshop, participants 
will map and visualise the strategies and actions of various actors in Degrowth and allied 
movements onto the steps and roles that this theory of change suggests are necessary for system 
change. On that basis, we will collectively evaluate which steps and roles are adequately covered, 
how different efforts complement each other, and importantly, which activities require more 
attention and which ones offer potential synergies. We conclude by collectively exploring ways 
forward for the Degrowth movement and its allies. *** We believe this co-creative workshop may be 
valuable not only for the participants but potentially also for the broader Degrowth community. The 
focus of the workshop is on high-level strategy, which is relevant for many themes of the 
conference, but most closely related to Session 30 (Strategies for achieving a socially just 
sustainability transition / Degrowth). No previous knowledge of complex systems theory or systems 
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thinking is required, but for people who are dying to get started, we recommend this systems 
change course: https://youtu.be/ZS5y--ODWeU MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 80 
MINIMUM DURATION: 90min PREFERED DURATION: 120min TOOLS: We can self-host the 
workshop using Zoom and Miro. We will need to use Miro in any case, whereas platforms other 
than Zoom could be used for video conferencing (but would need to be able to handle 80 
participants, 8 breakout rooms, and screen sharing).

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 2

Title: Art-based approaches to socio-ecological transformations: 
Performance based practices

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Paula Novo

ABSTRACT: 
1 of 2 participatory sessions: Recent research has highlighted the potential of arts-based 
approaches for transformations towards sustainability. Artistic expression engages emotions such 
as hope and empathy, which helps nurture an embedded experience of one’s natural environment. 
Transition researchers have long struggled to explain the disconnection between the knowledge 
available on what causes climate change and the willingness to change current societal practices. 
Recent research has argued this results from a gap between knowledge and emotions, and the 
arts have been identified for their potential to fill in this gap. Moreover, arts-inspired methods are 
being used as tools to access fields and topics traditionally difficult to research, such as conflict 
and power dynamics. Arts, such as theatre or dance, allow exploring these issues through avatars. 
By creating a distance, participants might find comfort zones from which freely speak on conflicts. 
Additionally, performative arts involve ever-evolving processes in which the transition from one 
initial state to another more resolutive one is deeply investigated by working on the bodies as well 
as on the emotions that such processes trigger. Other means of artistic expression, such as 
photography, have been used to investigate the diversity of values that people hold, a crucial 
element to enable socio-ecological transformations, particularly in contexts where certain voices 
and knowledge systems have historically been marginalized. Arts-based research constitutes a 
concrete and playful way to engage in transformative action and the purpose of this session is to 
discuss current initiatives and explore future potential developments. This session includes four 
different presentations bringing together a group of academics exploring the use of performance as 
part of their research practice.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: Art-based approaches to socio-ecological transformations: 
transdisciplinary practices

Session type: Participatory
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Submitter: Paula Novo

ABSTRACT: 
2 of 2 participatory sessions: Recent research has highlighted the potential of arts-based 
approaches for transformations towards sustainability. Artistic expression engages emotions such 
as hope and empathy, which helps nurture an embedded experience of one’s natural environment. 
Transition researchers have long struggled to explain the disconnection between the knowledge 
available on what causes climate change and the willingness to change current societal practices. 
Recent research has argued this results from a gap between knowledge and emotions, and the 
arts have been identified for their potential to fill in this gap. Moreover, arts-inspired methods are 
being used as tools to access fields and topics traditionally difficult to research, such as conflict 
and power dynamics. Arts, such as theatre or dance, allow exploring these issues through avatars. 
By creating a distance, participants might find comfort zones from which freely speak on conflicts. 
Additionally, performative arts involve ever-evolving processes in which the transition from one 
initial state to another more resolutive one is deeply investigated by working on the bodies as well 
as on the emotions that such processes trigger. Other means of artistic expression, such as 
photography, have been used to investigate the diversity of values that people hold, a crucial 
element to enable socio-ecological transformations, particularly in contexts where certain voices 
and knowledge systems have historically been marginalized. Arts-based research constitutes a 
concrete and playful way to engage in transformative action and the purpose of this session is to 
discuss current initiatives and explore future potential developments. This session includes three 
different presentations bringing together a group of academics, artists and activists.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 2

Title: Articulating visions and practices of agro-food system 
transformations through urban agroecology – experiences from Zurich 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Johanna Herrigel 

ABSTRACT: 
Transforming the agro-food system is crucial in the process of creating alternatives to capitalism 
and a de-growth society, and diverse visions and practices of these transformative processes exist 
and circulate. Amongst these, agroecology has become particularly prominent, and so far has been 
articulated primarily to rural spaces by diverse actors. More recently, the notion of ‘urban 
agroecology’ has been introduced by grassroot activists as well as by (activist) scholars 
researching on urban agricultural initiatives. In this context, some scholars emphasize “the 
prefigurative power of an urban political agroecology praxis to build an alternative future” (Tornaghi 
& Dehaene 2019: 7), meaning that the notion of ‘urban agroecology’ can provide a way of 
articulating a desired noncapitalist future and to link this to ongoing transformative agro-food 
practices. Drawing on my experience as an activist in Zurich’s ‘alternative food movement’, I 
engage with the question of what kind of transformative visions and practices are being articulated 
to urban agroecology through the example of the emerging ‘urban agroecology Zurich’ network. 
First, I trace the emergence of this network out of the local food council, and discuss what sort of 
practices and visions of ‘urban agroecology’ and ‘alternatives to capitalism’ are conceived therein. 
In a second step, through the example of a local CSA, I query how existing transformative agro-
food practices in the city of Zurich start to engage with (urban) agroecology, and what sort of 
changes this engenders both in their internal organization and in how they relate to other actors.
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Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: ARTlantic Lab on Post-growth Planning

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Viola Schulze Dieckhoff, Hendryk von Busse, Christian Lamker

ABSTRACT: 
Urban areas and cities are of core interest when talking about urgent transformation needs. The 
city is seen as a hub of socio-technical innovation and cultural transformation. This perspective, 
however, is blind for the necessity and potential of urban-suburban-rural cooperation in regards to 
solving or weakening thehousing crisis, offering sufficient space for (non- profit) cultural activities, 
supporting sustainable food systems etc. Neither of these challenges can be solved within one city, 
independent from its surrounding areas, or even within one country. Obviously, the topic of borders 
needs to be brought back on the table inmanifold ways: institutional, mental, administrative, spatial 
borders need to be depicted, understood and transformed. The project “ARTlantik Wall – a 
common European cultural landscape” is based upon the idea of a transnational commons to 
sustainable manage the bunkers of the Atlantic coast. Being built by the Nazis between 1942 and 
1944, the Atlantic Wall is a 5000 km long line of bunkers along the Atlantic coast, stretching over 6 
countries: Norway, Denmark, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands and France. There has been 
attempts to remove the bunkers, but the substance is too strong. They remain as an abandoned 
relict ofWorld War II.Several sociocultural and artistic organisations aim to temporarily occupy and 
collectively transform thismostly neglected ensemble of war architecture – the Atlantic Wall – within 
the next years. By doing so theycontinue but also reinforce the artistic and cultural transformation 
of the bunkers through urban-suburban-rural cooperation. Galleries, museums, interactive spots for 
painting (urban art) and culture will be set up,as well as temporary theatre or stages to encourage 
the political as well as collective reflection and utopianthinking. The transformation of the bunkers 
is about conserving and highlighting heritage and history for the public, creating common 
narratives, but also about finding new utilisations and creative ways referring to contemporary 
challenges of Europe. Therefore, the project greatly challenges institutional, mental, administrative, 
spatial borders and is a place-based approach of post-growth planning stretching out to thesix 
theses of Christian Lamker and Viola Schulze Dieckhoff (2019).The artistic presentation will reflect 
upon the potentials of artistic interventions of urban-suburban-ruralcooperation to trigger a creative 
culture of post-growth planning. Thereby, it will inspire to become acourageous planner, that wants 
to proactively cross borders and lead towards a growth independent development.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Assessing the effect of street connectivity and land use on healthy 
lifestyle and improving quality of life in central business districts

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Homa Hedayat

ABSTRACT: 
In the past three decades, the concept of environments favorable to healthy lifestyles (EFHL) has 
emerged in public health and scientific research, as planners and decision-makers have become 
increasingly aware of the impacts of the built environment on population behaviors and health 
(Gadais, Boulanger, Trudeau, & Rivard, 2018). “The concept of environments favorable to healthy 
lifestyles (EFHL) has emerged in public health and the related literature during the past three 
decades. It includes an ecological model, which classifies applied health promotion initiatives 
based on 5 core principles of health behavior (individual, microsystem, mecrosystem, ecosystem, 
and macrosystem) and the built environment model, which organizes environment in terms of 3 
dimensions (transport system, patterns of land use, and urban design)”(Gadais et al., 2018). 
Quebec has been proactive in the field of EFHL, and in 2012 the MSSS targeted environmental 
influences (“For a common vision of favorable environments”) with the goal of involving 
stakeholders from many sectors of intervention (MSSS, 2012). In its action plan, the MSSS defined 
EFHL as “all the physical, sociocultural, political and economic elements that have a positive 
influence on a diet, physical activity, and body. Walking to get to and from local destinations 
including shops, services, and transit stops is a major source of adults’ health-related physical 
activity. Physical inactivity is one of the main contributors to the global public health burden of non-
communicable diseases, particularly type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease. In Québec and 
many other cities in Canada, the United States, the high proportion of people presenting problems 
of overweight and chronic diseases as been compared to an “epidemic” (Sallis & Glanz, 2009). 
Many researchers have sought to study how these conditions could be linked to opportunities and 
challenges presented by the built environment (Kent et al, 2014). Studies like those of Lebel et 
al(Lebel, Riva, Pampaion, & Theŕiault, 2010)(Morin, Lebel, Robitaille, & Bisset, 2016) in this 
regard, have shown that overweight and chronic disease problems are unequally distributed and 
are dependent on contextual variables among the population. They are impacted by 
socioeconomic variables (age, income, gender) and are also based on residential localization, with 
populations living in rural areas presenting more probability to be overweight than populations 
living in urban areas. As put forward by the authors (Morin et al., 2016), the higher probability of 
being overweight in rural areas, in comparison to urban areas, could be explained by the poorer 
access to healthy food, infrastructure, and the higher reliance of these environments on car 
mobility, as the long distances necessary to reach basic facilities and the lack of public 
transportation in these areas tend to reduce opportunities to use active transportation for physical 
activity. Due to its potential to be integrated into daily life, walking is argued to be a practical and 
sustainable way to promote regular physical activity for improved health outcomes. These results 
would tend to indicate that being healthy, namely by doing physical activity and having access to 
healthy food, is easier in urban areas than suburban and rural areas. While true as a whole, a 
statement such as this might need some serious nuance. While it appears evident, on a 
geographic scale that using active modes of transportation appear easier in urban areas than rural 
areas, it is also known that the decision to walk, cycle or take public transport is also conditioned 
by built environment characteristics at the more local scale of the neighborhood(Panter & Jones, 
2010), namely by elements such as street connectivity and the presence of various features being 
perceived by individuals as “barriers” to active transport. In this regard, namely in Québec, 
Montréal and other Canadian cities, urban areas tend to be a mosaic of neighborhoods with 
various urban forms and street patterns, associated with urban development in different historical 
periods. In Québec urban regions, it is possible to find old town districts, downtown areas and new 
business districts built centuries apart, with very different morphologies. As such, the way the built 
environment is configured may affect walking access to retail and service outlets, to public 
equipment (transit station, parks), as well as residential density and diversity(Mukhtar, Guillette, 
Lapos, Fitzpatrick, & Jaros, 2019). Due to its potential to be integrated into daily life, walking is 
argued to be a practical and sustainable way to promote regular physical activity for improved 
health outcomes. In order to identify environmental features supportive of walking, the built 
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environment first needs to be operationalized and measured. In order to help plan for healthy 
cities, it is therefore important not only to take into account contextual and environmental variables 
affecting health at the geographic level, as it has been done notably by Lebel et al (2016) but also 
to study contextual variables taking into account more local environmental variables, namely 
walkability. Given that active transit general appears more possible in urban areas than in rural 
areas, it could, therefore, be interesting to study how the use of active transportation modes may 
vary across different parts of the city’s urban areas. Québec City, in this regard, may present an 
interesting case study among North American cities, is a metropolitan area, whose denser, urban 
areas have been structured by French and English colonist regimes, and then by numerous 
phases of urban expansion and redevelopment. Between living and working in the “old” city Centre 
built over 400 years ago (Old Québec) versus the dense downtown area structured with a grid-like 
street pattern similarly to other north-American cities (St-Roch), or the residential and employment 
hub of Saint-Foy, it’s possible that opportunities for using active transit might vary not only 
according to density but also according to the street pattern. It could be interesting therefore to 
study whether the large discrepancies seen in the use of non- motorized transportation modes over 
24 hours in Old Québec (around 15000) versus St-Roch (around 2500) or Sainte-Foy (around 100) 
could be associated with different indicators of walkability (OD survey 2017, Ministry of Transport, 
20191) Theoretical framework and Methodology: The Diffusion of Innovation Theory, initiatives 
such as the Green, Active and Healthy Neighborhoods, and policies such as Public Support for 
Active Transportation in addition to theories such as the Space Syntax Theory (linking urban form 
and function), and Natural Movement (which posits street layout as a primary factor influencing 
pedestrian movement), all discuss how urban form (street layout) and function (land use) are 
associated with walking for transportation. We will use quantitative and mixed methods. For data 
collection, we will employ surveys, interviews, observation, and focus groups with an ethics review 
from the university. Research participants will be people who use active transportation to go to 
work.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7

Title: Aviation and degrowth

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Jonathan Essex

ABSTRACT: 
Aviation is a high carbon sector, deeply unevenly distributed in its consumption, with few options 
for medium-term technological decarbonisation. It therefore needs to shrink rapidly to deliver 
emissions cuts. Yet aviation freight and passenger transport remain heavily subsidised and 
continue to expand. Cities are encouraged to back aviation expansion plans to grow their local 
economies by connecting to other cities around the world. With growing opposition to expansion 
there is an opportunity to see airports as pivot centres of a Green New Deal, and testbeds for local 
just transition plans. How do we shift from economic growth hung off "sky hooks" to stronger local 
economies with new visions of prosperity? Chair. Rob Magowan. Green House think tank and 
Green New Deal UK Speakers: 1. Tahir Latif, PCS and co-author of a Green New Deal for Gatwick 
2. Representative from Stay Grounded network (Manuel Grebenjak) 3. Representative GALBA 
(campaign against Leeds-Bradford airport expansion) 4. (invited Alethea Warrington (Possible).

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7
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Title: BAMAKO IN TRANSITION, BETWEEN PRE AND POST 
DEVELOPMENT ERA

Session type: Paper

Submitter: elvira pietrobon

ABSTRACT: 
Why talk about Transition in Mali, West Africa, where energy consumption levels are ten times 
lower than the world average and considering the traditional ways of living and working, still in use, 
ecologically highly developed? The analysis proposal of the city and the region of Bamako aim to 
respond to this question. The African continent has undergone a traumatic transformation over the 
past 50 years because of opening up to the global market and the arrival of post-independence 
democracy. Next to urban, demographic and towards-the-global transition, phenomena specific to 
the African continent, the need to approach the concept of ecological transition, a project on a 
global scale, is now evident. The research starts from the hypothesis that, as the destruction of the 
ecosystem and urban development are linked temporally and directly, so to respond to the 
emergency and stop the destruction of the primary resources of the territory, such as water and 
forest surface, it is necessary to rethink the urban model in relation to the territory and its 
resources. In the study context, the expansion of the capital Bamako has redesigned the balance 
of the region following the progressive centralization of people and activities. The urban context, 
moreover, reflects the consequences of the degradation of resources at the scale of the territory. 
The rise in temperatures and drought, the lowering of subsoil water resources, the floods, all the 
extreme events afflicting city, are in full consequence of the degradation of the territory, in turn the 
consequence of urban development. Faced with the urgency to find a solution to the obvious 
problems of the city and the territory, Bamako is analysed starting from a dialogue between post 
and pre development era. The analysis of existing local practices, such as urban agriculture, 
markets, crafts, livestock ... and innovative experiences, such as the multiple recycling practises 
that have entered the urban economic system, will be combined with the objective to induce a 
change of perspective on the notion of 'city'. In fact, imagining the city of tomorrow cannot be 
disassociated from the territorial project and the ecological transition project is linked to the 
construction of an imaginary of living in which forms of subsistence and autonomy are put into 
values in the urban as well as in the rural context.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Beyond Vandana Shiva and Murray Bookchin

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: John Raven

ABSTRACT: 
Vandana Shiva has provided us with horrifying examples of the exponential growth of the 
financialisation of “the economy” (and the social divisions associated with it) and the commercial 
control over nature by Monsanto and others. While easily “explained” by bandying about the term 
“capitalism” in an unexamined way, these are only two examples of the exponential growth of 
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various forms of centralised work. Others include: Centralised regulation: EU + control of 
“education” (including parenting behaviour). Non-viable “solutions” to the energy problem 
(greenwash). The inexorable growth of a non-educational “educational” system. All seem to qualify 
as examples of the operation of Bookchin’s law. Bookchin’s law states that “In any situation of 
surplus labour society somehow generates vast amounts of hierarchically-organised senseless 
work”. (The work is senseless in the sense that it does not contribute to quality of life). How are we 
to map and understand these seemingly self-sustaining and self-expanding (autopoietic) cybernetic 
processes? What cybernetically-based network of interventions would be required to intervene in 
them? One possible answer is: “By generating an alternative answer to Adam Smith’s question of 
how to design a society which innovates and learns without central direction”. What pointers can 
we give as to what such a society would look like and how the evolution of such a society might 
best be promoted? 

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Biodiversity and landscapes: A multifaceted island approach by 
the School of the Planetary Garden of La Reunion.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Clement sebastien

ABSTRACT: 
Reunion Island is recognized today for the diversity of its landscapes, its biodiversity and the 
extreme richness of its surroundings. High place of endemism, it is a territory of planetary value in 
terms of heritage and science. Biodiversity, an exhaustible wealth, is today threatened in this area. 
To consider preserving our common heritage, sharing knowledge is essential. Inspired by Gilles 
Clément's planetary garden concept, this original school was born in 2013. Rooted in local 
specifications, it offers knowledge sharing to all in conviviality and develops a culture of biodiversity 
in this territory full of treasures. The School offers screenings, conferences, exhibitions, workshops, 
outings as well as training in organic gardening, aromatherapy, beekeeping, plant recognition all 
over the island. Since its inception, the school has reached more than 15,000 people. In 2015, she 
created an organic market and has been promoting it from the barter of seeds. Its small dynamic 
team leads the mediation of the Nursery Gardens, an artistic project highlighting nurseries of 
medicinal plants in the heart of CHU hospitals in the Indian Ocean. The School of the Planetary 
Garden is an educational, civic, social cohesion project. It weaves links, precious connections 
valuing cooperation, solidarity. It tries to change practices, to initiate another relationship "of man to 
nature". It is a territorial added value promoting decreasing lifestyles. The content of the activities is 
constructed to create positive repercussions on the quality of life for everyone, both culturally and 
environmentally, by allowing participants to better understand their heritage and their landscapes.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Book Presentations Session

Session type: Academic
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Submitter: Mark Burton

ABSTRACT: 
Four book presentations.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Book-ending growth - empire, ecocide and Ireland

Session type: Academic

Submitter: John Barry

ABSTRACT: 
Sir William Petty, the 17th a century colonial administrator in Cromwell’s army in Ireland, was the 
first to articulate what we now can ‘economic growth’ as state policy. In this way, economic growth, 
‘the greatest story never told’ in terms of its ubiquity and capacity to be a form of ideological 
‘commonsense’, has its origins in colonial Ireland. Inextricably linked to empire, extractivism and 
capitalism, over the centuries economic growth has been a ‘core state imperative’, especially in the 
post-world war II cold war context. This panel surveys the historical and Irish roots and evolution of 
this concept, together with contemporary green critiques of economic growth as an outdated 
objective that is increasingly ecocidal, inequality producing and undermining of planetary health 
and human flourishing. As a ‘poster child’ for neoliberal, globalising capitalism, this paper analyses 
economic growth an ideology amongst economic and policy elites in Ireland and in other countries. 
More recent iterations of the growth discourse at state, media and business elite levels include 
notions such as ‘green growth’, ‘smart growth’ and the ‘circular economy’, alongside more standard 
neoliberal policies of attracting FDI to Ireland with low corporation tax rates. In relation to the latter 
the ideological ‘commonsense’ of growth can be observed in the popular as well as elite support 
for low corporation taxes, and the persistent media discourse of policymakers and politicians 
‘wearing the green jersey’ to keep Irish competitiveness and low taxes from European interference, 
and projecting a view of ‘Ireland Inc’. Exemplary here is the on-going legal dispute between the 
Irish state and the EU Commission over Ireland’s refusal to level 8 billion euros in taxes from the 
Apple Corporation. It is almost as if 12.5%, the ‘official’ corporate tax rate (though many 
corporations have paid much less) should now be inserted into the Irish flag, such is the 
cultural/popular as well as policy/elite support for this pro-growth tax regime.

 Speakers: John Barry, Sean Fearon, Seva Robert

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title: Borrow, reuse, pick – an exploration of waste and commoning

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sara Skarp

ABSTRACT: 
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Waste has been our constant companion throughout history. We are no longer, however, looking at 
stone chips and food waste, but instead complex combinations of material multitudes, global 
microplastic pollution, and ever-increasing injustices and environmental impacts of intense material 
extraction. While waste has been studied before, the lens of commoning is rarely applied to 
rubbish: its perceived yuckiness makes it easy to disregard in general, and its destructive 
characteristics make it challenging to conceptualise as a commons in particular. This paper aims to 
explore their marriage. UK community-based, non-profit groups that organise around waste - the 
Community Waste Movement - were approached with an initial scoping survey, followed by three 
in-depth case studies – one item-lending library, one reuse hub, and one litter-picking group. The 
purpose was to understand groups’ engagement with commoning, e.g. through cooperation and 
non-commodification, and to explore their context to glean what activates communities to organise 
around waste. Tentative results indicate that the realities of commoning are complex, and groups 
are often forced to operate on pragmatic grounds. Furthermore, while united and activated by 
strong emotional responses to squandering and neglect, and an inability of government and 
markets to offer solutions, groups are also different in that some strive to not exist, while others aim 
to expand. By bringing waste and commoning together, I aim to contribute nuanced accounts of 
how these groups survive, in the face of austerity, in order to cast light on how we can organise in 
common for a just and sustainable future.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Breaking the habits of capitalism

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Marlyne Sahakian

ABSTRACT: 
This session is a tribute to anthropologist Harold Wilhite (1946-2019), who saw a low-carbon 
society to be incompatible with a growth-oriented economy. In his 2016 book, he stresses the need 
to “break the habits of capitalism”, recognizing how everyday life is entrenched in modernist and 
capitalist principles, and thus “immersed in inter-locking set of narratives, materialities and 
incentives that has embedded the seeds of growth and accumulation in many of the practices of 
everyday lives” (p. 24). Wilhite engaged with social practice theoretical deliberations, which he saw 
as necessary towards understanding how much of everyday life is routinized and habitual. 
However, “practices also contain the seeds of constant change”, as people “adapt, improvise, and 
experiment” (Warde 2005) new ways of doing. The goal of this session is to present alternative 
ways of doing, by inviting participants to present examples of new forms of consumption, visions of 
the future, systems of provision, or citizen engagement that that grapple with the often-invisible 
social norms, institutional arrangements, and material arrangements that underlie habitual 
practices. In doing so, we recognize the need to demonstrate how practice theory can be applied 
to more practicable aims, towards the normative goal of achieving “sustainable wellbeing” (Gough 
2017). Building on emerging research in this field (Jack 2013; Sahakian and Bertho 2018; 
Sahakian, Wallenborn and Rau in press), we are interested in pilot studies, exploratory initiatives, 
visioning exercises, experiments, living labs, or other forms of action-research that serve to 
showcase how to break the bad habits of capitalist societies. How does this sub-theme relate to 
the overall conference theme (maximum 100 words): The theme of the conference recognizes that 
mainstream practices of production and consumption must be abandoned, in favor of new ones 
that are harmonious with planetary limits and safeguard material living conditions. The explicit 
focus of this session is on what forms of doing, what demonstrations, what initiatives have already 
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been invented, designed, trialed and tested, with attention paid to initiatives that focus on 
challenging social norms, institutional settings or material arrangements, which often underlie un-
sustainable practices. Through this session, we hope to demonstrate alternatives towards 
sustainable wellbeing that engage with a practice-theoretical perspective.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: Brisbane Tool Library: An Economic Degrowth case study

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sabrina Chakori

ABSTRACT: 
The social and environmental crisis that we are experiencing can only be tackled by significantly 
redesigning the economy. There is extensive literature presenting how, from a macro perspective, 
phasing out from the current hungry economic growth model, not only is needed, but it is feasible. 
However, from a micro level, the transition remains with its challenges. How can people get 
organised to ‘degrow’ the metabolism of their community? Many projects are mushrooming around 
the world as pockets of resistance and innovation. This session introduces the Brisbane Tool 
Library (BTL), a library of things, that since 2017 works with the goal of reducing material 
consumption in the fast growing and gentrified city of Brisbane (Australia). BTL rescues items from 
landfill and receives community tool donations that are then added and maintained in the inventory. 
This case study analyses BTL’s role in recreating the commons, in leading from consumerism to a 
healthy materialism, and in offering use-rights to its members, emphasising the importance of 
access over ownership. The session will also draw the attention to how this project, that is hosted 
in the public State Library of Queensland, collaborates with city council, the state government and 
many other stakeholders. The successes, drivers and obstacles will be presented, with the 
purpose of sharing some key learnings from the setting up of this project and with the hope of 
learning from the participants of the session. Sharing commons projects, such as BTL, could 
reshape our cities, building post-growth neighbourhoods that are more socially just and 
environmentally sustainable.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Building alternative livelihoods in times of ecological and political 
crisis" and having it last long term, requires a corresponding alternative 
economy.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lory Kaufman

ABSTRACT: 
Building alternative livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis,” and having it last long 
term, requires a corresponding alternative economy. (a practical example of how a Steady-State 
Economy could be structured) This paper shows a working example of a Steady-State Economy 
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(SSE) as a replacement for our current Economic Growth System (EGS). The first iteration of this 
paper was written for the canceled Degrowth & ISEE 2020: Manchester, Joint Conference 
scheduled for before the Covid 19 pandemic. Consider that, since the pandemic began, how 
nobody who currently has the public’s ear (politicians, political pundits, and many medical 
professionals) is linking this pandemic, or all the others that have come before it, to economic 
growth. The consistent message they’ve been broadcasting is that when the pandemic is over we’ll 
get back to “growing the economy.” It is the writer’s opinion that the mechanism for all economic 
growth, whether a Paleolithic tribe or today’s global economy, it is the same. Population and 
resource consumption rises, the natural world can’t support either, the population either doesn’t 
understand the problem, (or refuses to change), and then the civilization collapses either because 
of a shortage of resources or by disease caused by stressed lifeforms living in too-close proximity 
to the encroaching humans, or both. Over the last tens of millenniums, small and large calamities 
of this sort have happened countless times. Think of all the thousands of ancient ruins now in the 
middle of nowhere. Most were once bustling centers of human commerce. This paper gives a very 
short overview of how our current economic growth system works, why it has led us to our own 
current calamitous precipice, and then gives a single working example of how a steady-state 
economy that wouldn’t self-destruct can operate. Readers will then be able to see how, if humans 
adopted such an alternative economic structure, we would be able to live very different lives than 
now, choosing for ourselves satisfying alternative livelihoods and avocations. - end of abstract - To 
read a copy of the full paper online, you can click on the following link; Lory Kaufman’s Steady-
State Paper for the Degrowth & ISEE 2021 Or, if you wish a pdf of the paper or want to comment 
or discuss any ideas, please send me a request to my email address above.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Buying into inequality: how planned obsolescence contributes to 
a more unequal (and polluting) society

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Antoine Monserand

ABSTRACT: 
This article explores the links between planned obsolescence and inter-personal inequality. These 
links may not be obvious: « conventional » wisdom would tend to say that making short-lived 
products and making them again is bad for the environment but good both for firms and for 
workers, through an increase in economic activity and employment. Inequality is thought as a 
totally separate issue. We challenge this view and demonstrate that planned obsolescence is a 
factor pushing up inequality between profit-earners and wage-earners. In order to show this, the 
analysis should be made at a macroeconomic level, accounting not only for direct effects but also 
for « second-round » effects. Therefore we build a simple fit-for-purpose post-Keynesian stock-flow 
consistent model in which profit-earners are separated from wage-earners. An increase in the 
phenomenon of planned obsolescence is simulated, forcing consumption upward for both 
categories of people. Obviously, the result is an increase in economic activity and total hours 
worked. Profits and the total wage bill go up, increasing disposable income for all. But a less 
intuitive outcome is that for wage-earners the increase in income per person is lower than the extra 
amount of forced consumption needed to replace obsolete goods, even after taking into account 
the fact that profit-earners will buy more services from wage-earners. On the contrary the increase 
in profits more than offsets forced expenditures. Thus, the « effective » disposable income per 
person (after paying for goods subject to planned obsolescence) goes down for wage-earners and 
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up for profit-earners, thereby increasing interpersonal inequality. Conversely, stopping planned 
obsolescence could help reducing inequalities, on top of benefitting the environment.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Café y coca

Session type: Book Pres

Submitter: Alejandra Gonzalez

ABSTRACT: 
In this book, the environmental history of Colombian coffee growing is analyzed. Also the coffee 
plantations and the agrarian structure linked to coffee and coca are studied. For this objective was 
studying the typologies of coffee growers and evidence of sustainability in coffee polycultures. This 
research presented and a prospective for coffee growing. Finally, This book analyzes the peasant 
rationality of the coca grown articulates with the market

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Can the Green New Deal explicitly incorporate degrowth without 
losing it popular potential?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Karen Bell

ABSTRACT: 
This paper will focus on the extent to which ‘degrowth’ can appeal to working-class people and 
how it can best be presented to increase its appeal. More specifically, it looks at the Green New 
Deal as a potential vehicle for this. This equiry would include, for example, addressing the following 
fundamental questions: Is the Green New Deal is a more acceptable framing for the necessary 
transition to sustainability with its emphasis on green jobs and investment? Or is the Green New 
Deal, as it is currently framed by its key proponents – the Labour Party, US Social Democrats and 
NGOs such as New Economics Foundation - giving inadequate attention to the need to degrow 
some areas of the economy? How can the issue of contracting the economy be incorporated into 
the Green New Deal without undermining its potential to attract and enthuse working-class people? 
The paper is based on research carried out for my recent book ‘Working-Class Environmentalism: 
An agenda for a just and fair transition to sustainability’ and the my involvement in developing the 
Green New Deal within the Labour Party.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4
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Title: Capital accumulation and degrowth transformations: a 'Capital as 
Power' perspective

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Julien Vastenaekels

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth strives to ‘repoliticise’ the economy and 'escape' from economicist thinking, to build 
alternative livelihoods and a sustainable society. However, it is widely acknowledged that our 
dominantly capitalist system constantly generates obstacles to degrowth transformations. If we 
want degrowth to materialise from within capitalist societies, it is necessary to build a 
comprehensive understanding of the capitalist mechanisms through which degrowth practices and 
actions are kept at the margins of society. 'Capitalism', 'capital', and 'accumulation' are widely cited 
concepts in the degrowth literature, however, so far the degrowth literature has not dealt sufficiently 
in a systematic manner with their meanings and implications for the processes of degrowth 
transformations. Attempting to fill this gap, this research reviews conventional and alternative views 
on 'capital accumulation' and their relevance for degrowth theory. Conventionally, 'capital' is 
conceived either as a material-productive entity - through the influence of neoclassical economics - 
or a set of social relations embedded in production - based on Marx. Although both conceptions 
are frequently used in degrowth theory, I argue that they are problematic. First, they both imply, in 
different ways, a separation between the spheres of 'economics' and 'politics'. This conceptual 
separation hinders the capacity of degrowth to 'repoliticise' the economy. Second, both 
neoclassical and Marxist conceptions of capital advance or instil deterministic views about 
fundamental aspects of the economy. 'Escaping from the economy', rejecting economicism, is a 
difficult, if not an impossible task when using these frameworks. To overcome these limits, the 
paper examines the relevance for degrowth of an alternative theory of capital accumulation, 
'Capital as Power' (Nitzan & Bichler, 2009), or ‘CasP’. In the CasP perspective, capitalism is 
understood and contested primarily as a mode of power, rather as a mode of consumption and 
production. Capital accumulation, its central process, is conceptualised as a struggle of groups of 
capitalists, enmeshed with government organs, to restructure society against opposition. There is 
no analytical distinction between economics and politics: the value of commodities as well as the 
magnitude of capital do not find their source in narrow economic processes - supposedly ‘distorted’ 
or ‘supported’ by the State -, but arise from the nomos, the wider social-legal-historical institutions 
of society. Degrowth transformations perturb the process capital accumulation, at different levels. 
Conversely, capitalists constantly restructure society in order to increase their relative power, which 
undermines the rise of degrowth alternatives and policies. CasP allows us to think degrowth 
transformations as part of the dialectical process of accumulation and identify both obstacles and 
opportunities of change.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Capital Sequestration through community land trusts

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Shaun Sellers

ABSTRACT: 
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There are ongoing housing crises in many parts of the world, and particularly in places where 
housing and land is subject to commodification and market capture. The intersection of a 
financialized and monetarist economy with a false and entirely finite ‘commodity form’ such as land 
has led to housing price inflation that reflects increasing land price inflation, while mortgages reflect 
very little aggregate increase. This keeps the overall perception of inflation low, as measured in 
CPI, and housing becomes more and more unaffordable as its mainstream policy importance 
remains invisible. There are many old and continual arguments as to why land should not be 
treated as a commodity subject to so called market forces, as it is one of the original false 
commodities, but there are also strong claims that housing itself as an essential needs-satisfier has 
no business being treated as a commodity. The relationship between need-related demand and 
how demand in the housing market is understood in mere financial terms is strongly inverse and 
suggests that the commodification of housing cannot fulfill needs for well-being, as the current lived 
experience of people finding shelter within these market oriented housing provisioning systems can 
attest.

To combat the market capture of land and housing in both macroeconomic and social justice 
perspectives, there are a number of proposals and attempts to remove housing from the market in 
various socially managed ways. Most of these include bringing land from markets into land trusts, 
community land trusts, or housing trusts, though very few use terms like decommodification, anti-
capitalist, or even non-market. I will discuss land trusts as a pathway to sequester capital and 
manage the commodity boundary between housing provisioning systems, land as commons, and 
markets.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Carbon Mentalities: How fossil fuels have shaped the imaginaries 
of modern societies

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Matthias Schmelzer

ABSTRACT: 
Bioeconomies are our past. In the form of wood, plants and animals they have shaped all 
economies and societies before the rise of fossil fuels in the context of capitalist industrialization. 
How can this long process of transformation that is both the rise of fossil capital and the unmaking 
of the bioeconomy be analyzed? How did social structures and mentalities change in this process? 
And what can we learn from this for post-fossil, cyclical and bioeconomic futures? This paper will 
review existing historical studies on past energy transitions to better understand the multiple and 
interlinked relationships between energy, economy, society and culture. While some studies 
highlight how thoroughly fossil fuels have saturated every pore of modern societies and subjects, 
others point out that the key determinants did not lay within the energy forms, but rather in social 
and economic logics. This debate, the paper argues, is eminently relevant to understanding current 
discussions and conflicts around the phase-out of fossile-fuels, energy transtitions to renewables, 
and the remaking of the bioeconomy.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9
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Title: Care works, capital bases and the capability approach

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hidefumi Kurasaka

ABSTRACT: 
Since peaking at 128.08 million in 2008, Japan’s population has been on a downward spiral. 
Japan’s declining population is also a graying one. Against the backdrop of a simultaneously 
diminishing and aging population, the challenge of ensuring regional sustainability looms large. As 
the working-age population shrinks, the problems of intensifying medical/nursing care needs; 
decaying public infrastructure, e.g. roads, water supply and sewage systems, etc.; dwindling 
natural capital previously enhanced by human interventions, e.g. farmlands, planted forests, etc., 
and eroding human interrelationships will likely be exacerbated. In this light, the author has 
articulated concerns that labor shortages resulting in inadequate care of various capital bases will 
imperil sustainability. Our economic society functions on the basis of a healthy “capital base” in 4 
dimensions: human capital base; artificial capital base, natural capital base and social capital base. 
As these capital bases require proper “care work” to function smoothly, the lack of manpower due 
to a diminished working-age population will first rear its head in the sphere of “care work”, thus 
threatening the sustainability of said capital bases. In this paper, the author first defines the 
concept of "capital base" in accordance with Irving Fisher's definition of "capital" and Ecological 
Economics' definition of fund service resources. Next, he defines the concept of "care work" in a 
way that extends existing discussions in the field of welfare. In addition, he explains the need to 
deal with the underpayment of “care work” based on non-market decision, based on Amartya Sen's 
theory of capability approach.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Cars, carrots and karaoke: funding pensions in a degrowing 
economy

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Antoine Monserand

ABSTRACT: 
This article explores the possibilities for funding pensions with a pay-as- you-go scheme, in an 
economy which is « degrowing ». Indeed, finding degrowth pathways which allow to maintain 
important dimensions of social protection is a key challenge and seems necessary in order to 
appeal to sympathetic but skeptical audiences. Aggregate demand is assumed to be progressively 
diminishing as a result of profound ecologically-oriented changes that affect the economy’s 
infrastructure, the structure of production, and lifestyles. In short, the demand for « cars » is 
diminishing. Various policies are considered regarding the response of the government to the 
budget deficit that arises from the reduction in consumption : (i) no response, (ii) a decrease in 
pensions and (iii) an increase in contribution rates. With the help of a simple post-Keynesian 
macroeconomic model, all these cases are examined in terms of their macroeconomic implications 
(consumption, budget deficit, public debt) but also with respect to intergenerational inequality and 
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the environment. We distinguish three categories of goods in order to explicit the idea of a « 
selective » degrowth (« cars », « carrots » and « karaoke »). We conclude by saying that, if 
accompanied with an increase in contribution rates and a working time reduction, a fully financed 
pay-as-you-go pension scheme can be maintained in a degrowing economy. We show a path to 
reducing aggregate consumption and ecological damages while preventing intergenerational 
inequality and unemployment from increasing. The public debt would not spiral out of control, 
contrary to the predicted catastrophes associated with degrowth

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Chanting Spring

Session type: Book Pres

Submitter: Maria Fernanda Gebara

ABSTRACT: 
In this book, I suggest how the COVID-19 pandemic could positively contribute to a reconstruction 
of societal systems, advance more inclusive transitions in times of crises and challenge the 
dominant practices of modern society. The main argument made here is for relationships to be 
concerned with a world constructed of the more-than-human, and an acknowledgment that 
humanity is a less than exceptional or necessary species. The book undertakes a cultural critique 
of modern human beings and their dominant relationships with ‘nature’, engaging with indigenous 
traditions. Through metaphorically analysing the roots and symptoms of COVID-19 as the roots 
and symptoms of a dying culture my aim is to question the pillars of modern society, and hence our 
accustomed and dominant ways of being in the world, of understanding the nature of reality, the 
ethical horizons we inhabit and our position relative to others, especially the other-than-humans. I 
then invoke indigenous traditions and practices to give practical significance in understanding and 
framing human-nature relations for the future. Such movement includes a call for ethics and 
political practice that nurtures the concepts of being-in-common and being-affected by each other. I 
conclude by looking at such concepts following the Spinoza-Deleuze-Massumi lineage, in which 
affect inspires thinking about the world in terms of rhizomatic interconnections, assemblages, or a 
complex “coming together” of things and beings.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Characterizing climate resilience of Indian agro-ecological 
systems

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Abhilasha Singh

ABSTRACT: 
At a time when achieving worldwide food and nutritional security is a major developmental goal, 
managing the imminent threat of climate change to the global agri-food systems is an arduous 
challenge. Indian agriculture, being predominantly rain-fed, is highly vulnerable to climate change 
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impacts. For a country where over 85% farmers own less than 5 acres of land, the task of feeding 
a growing population while also dealing with the climate change leviathan is a gargantuan one. In 
fact, climate change is projected to reduce Indian agriculture incomes by as much as 25% in 
unirrigated, rainfed farming systems. Hence, building climate resilience in this sector is now a 
necessary prerogative. While there is no dearth of research available on the sector’s vulnerability 
to climate change, there exists a knowledge gap when it comes to studying the different farming 
practices and comparing their relative adaptive capacities and vulnerabilities to climate change. 
The paper seeks to address this gap by exploring the diversity of Indian agro-ecosystems to better 
understand the process of developing climate resilience, as opposed to the erstwhile top-down 
approach. The predominant discourse on climate resilience has been centered around adoption of 
climate smart technologies, improving natural resource management, and developing institutional 
support. However, there cannot be a blanket solution. Different farming systems in different agro-
climatic zones have different capacities to absorb climate shocks. In India, farmers have adopted a 
diverse range of farming practices suited to their specific climatic and cultural contexts. On the one 
hand we have traditional smallholder subsistence farming systems like dryland agriculture, terrace 
farming and shifting cultivation, on the other hand, irrigated farming systems that are input-
intensive and chemical based have become prevalent as modern industrial agriculture ever since 
the Green Revolution. Moreover, recently, many smallholder farming communities in states like 
Telangana and Karnataka are now switching to more sustainable, agro-ecology based farming 
practices by employing their traditional, indigenous knowledge. Farming systems like zero-budget 
natural farming, organic farming, agro-forestry, and integrated farming practices that combine crop 
and livestock production are emerging as new agro-ecosystems. With such a diversity of farming 
landscapes, building resilience to climate change requires an in-depth understanding of the 
vulnerability, adaptive capacity as well as the ability of each farming system to bounce back after a 
climate shock. These three attributes may vary across systems depending on characteristics such 
as farmers’ perceptions of their vulnerabilities, their knowledge about climate change threats and 
the available institutional mechanisms that facilitate access to credit, production of knowledge and 
market access. For example, in Telangana, community organizations have played a great role in 
localizing the food economy, disseminating knowledge, and facilitating access to credit. Hence, 
looking at local farming contexts is pertinent for building climate resilience and achieving food 
sovereignty. Based on an extensive review of literature, the paper aims to identify two things – first, 
the different farming systems existing in India; and second, the characteristics/indicators of an 
agricultural system that make it resilient to climate shocks and other stressors. These 
characteristics will then be used in a later study for a comparative analysis of different farming 
systems in India with respect to their climate resilience.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Chinese Eco-villages; Playing 'Edge Ball' with Authorities?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Rowan Alcock

ABSTRACT: 
Research on eco-villages and alternative livelihoods around the world is expanding, however 
research on China in this area seems to be lacking. This presentation hopes to fill this gap in the 
literature. This paper is based on a chapter of my DPhil project in which I analysed three Chinese 
ecovillages conducting 30 interviews as well as participant observation. It aims to understand the 
ideologies of those involved and to place ecovillages within the political context of China. 
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Questions that are explored include how similar Chinese ecovillages are to other ecovillages 
around the world and how and why ecovillages survive in an authoritarian context. These 
questions are analysed with the help of a supplementary interview of an individual involved in an 
ecovillage that was shut down by authorities. I argue that even though the Chinese ecovillages I 
analyse articulate potentially ‘radical’ alternatives to the contemporary Chinese hegemonic 
discourse they are able to survive for 3 reasons; playing ‘edge ball’, ‘wearing a beautiful coat’ and 
promoting and helping government achieve policy goals. I further argue the often contradictory 
legitimation strategy of the Chinese state helps create space for ecovillages to emphasise certain 
aspects of state discourse agreeable to the ecovillager’s world view while either implicitly or 
explicitly criticising other aspects of state legitimacy.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Circles: a decentralized basic income

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Saraswathi Subbaraman

ABSTRACT: 
How can alternative currencies create a thriving post-growth society? Blockchains promise on the 
surface to allow for better financial networks, but in practice they've predominantly kept with the 
status-quo, re-centralizing wealth among a tech-elite of early adopters while maintaining a globalist 
economic growth narrative. Circles is a proposal to build a Universal Basic Income on the 
blockchain, offering an alternative that is flat, truly p2p, and does not encourage speculation or 
hoarding. Circles aims to explore money as a commons, where communities can govern how the 
currency functions. A “bottom-up” basic income, Circles promotes cooperation and economic 
interaction by encouraging local trade networks and confederation between communities. The 
more connected community members are to each other, the more valuable their network becomes. 
We will lead workshop participants through a speculative/imaginative exercise of what the 
economy could look like: If degrowth were central to the construct of currency and it’s economics? 
If care work was valued? If it was impossible to hoard money? If sustainability was rewarded? We'll 
invite participants to write short fiction, draw pictures and diagrams, or enact small skits, exploring 
how alternate theories of value could sustain our networks and restructure our communities. 
Participant may also download the Circles App, which will be publicly launching in Berlin this 
Summer.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: Circular Food Systems: Leading the Way to a Circular Economy

Session type: 89

Submitter: Sabine O'Hara

ABSTRACT: 
Food connects us humans to nature like few other products do. This connection to nature is 
amplified by the fact that food production depends on photosynthesis and appropriates the largest 
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share of fresh water of any economic sector. This makes food a necessity as well as a liability both 
from a production and a consumption perspective. Given its importance as a vital resource as well 
as its connections to the biological and physical systems that comprise our ecosphere, the long-
term sustainability of the food system becomes paramount. The social and environmental impacts 
of food are well known and yet not entirely understood. On the social impacts side, health effects 
lead the way. Lack of food or food with insufficient nutritional value has many serious 
repercussions from stunted growth, to higher receptivity to illness, to lack of energy and a lower 
capacity for mental agility and learning. Too much food is reaching pandemic proportions with 
obesity, diabetes and hypertension on the rise worldwide. On the environmental impacts side, the 
effects are far-reaching and costly, ranging from surface and groundwater pollution, to ground 
water depletion, soil deprivation, biodiversity loss, and pesticide contamination of organisms such 
as insects and nematodes, fish, birds, mammals and humans. Yet not all food systems are created 
equal. As the economist Nicolai Georgescu-Roegen pointed out, what counts are not only the 
resources allocated to production, but the process of resource transformation itself. This paper 
discussed the contributions a circular food system can make to reduce negative externalities and 
turn food systems into a source of positive externalities. The paper will start with a review of the 
award winning Urban Food Hubs of the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability, and 
Environmental Sciences of the University of DC that are in various stages of implementation in five 
locations in the US capital. Washington DC. It will also draw on the re-design of plastics as an 
exemplar of a circular economy that is currently under way.

Day: 8th Time: 10:48:00 Room: 8

Title: Climate Breakdown, Political Turbulence and Conflict 
Transformation: democratically navigating a just transition to a post-
carbon and post-growth future

Session type: Academic

Submitter: John Barry

ABSTRACT: 
The planned retreat from a carbon based economy is an essential component of addressing the 
root causes of climate breakdown. The climate science within the context of a potential ‘tipping 
point’ within many countries on addressing the climate and ecological emergency might be said to 
suggest that the transition away from carbon energy is inevitable. But how just, inclusive and 
equitable this transition might be is not guaranteed. With its origins in the trades union movement 
in the 1970s, the policy strategy of a ‘just transition’ – as outlined for example in the preamble of 
the 2015 Paris Climate Accords and the 2018 Silesia Declaration – and allied ideas such as ‘eco-
social transformation’, a ‘green new deal’ and the divestment movement – stands as an energy 
transition pathway which can address some of the hard political and distributive issues of the 
transition to a low carbon economy. A Just Transition frame can address head on dominant and 
comfortingly narratives ‘win-win’ and ‘greening business as usual’. The reality is that moving to a 
low carbon or post-carbon economy and society means the end of the fossil fuel energy system 
(which includes but goes beyond electricity and transportation but has major implications for the 
food system for example). This throws up a host of complex issues ranging from the role of the 
state (national and local) in managing or coordinating the transition, issues of democratic voice and 
procedure, the opportunities around reframing fossil fuels as carbon resources, to divestment and 
reinvestment energy strategies. Central to all of these, and something under acknowledged in the 
literature, is to recognise that conflict transformation will frame and characterise the low carbon 
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energy transition, since while leading to a net benefit to society as a while, this transition will 
produce ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ in the process. Hence the need to bring together the literature and 
learning on conflict transformation – of which we have a lot of experience in and of in Northern 
Ireland - and energy transitions to further flesh out both the ‘dirty politics of low carbon energy 
transitions’, critically examine trades union discourses and policies, and finally the role of the state 
in just transitions through analysing state-coordinated processes of just transitions of the carbon 
energy sector in Ireland, Spain, Germany, China and Scotland. 

 Speakers – John Barry, Sean Brennan, Damian McIlroy

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title: Coal power in South Africa

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Andries Motau

ABSTRACT: 
South Africa in recent years has seen a growing energy crisis, accompanying its steps toward 
economic development. The giant state-owned power firm, Eskom, which has enforced load 
shedding since 2008, has tabled its plans to build new coal-fired power stations to assist struggling 
power utilities across the country. This has brought public outcry especially from civil society 
organizations, NGOs and environmental groups, who argue that South Africa doesn’t need more 
coal-powered stations or coal mining as they are a driver of climate change, so the transition to 
renewable energy should be accelerated. At least 60,000 jobs are at stake, mostly in Mpumalanga, 
the centre of coal mining and related power generation. Through these tensions and complexities, 
there is a need to study the interrelationships among South Africa’s energy needs, the 
environment, the climate, and the economy as well as the role played by civil society. This paper 
presents early results of my doctoral research on these topics, carried out in collaboration with the 
South African environmental justice NGO Groundwork and based on interviews and participant 
observation across the Mpumalanga coalfields. Findings include: n Even after many years and 
much evidence in scientific reports that coal has negative impacts on local areas and people 
around the Mpumalanga coalfields, there have not been many strides to address these problems. 
Laws and policies still remain to be implemented as there are continuous exploitations and 
violation of human rights. n Environmental degradation has worsened and this has created 
rebellion from some community members against activism and civil society movements as they are 
regarded as profit-making schemes in the name of protecting the environment and human rights. n 
There is a clear gap that needs to be addressed between civil society, policymakers, private 
organisations and the government in creating the progressive shift from coal to renewables and 
diversifying the energy mix in South Africa. n Though there are great strides made by civil society, 
some large NGOs working in Mpumalanga tend to suppress the voices of local organisations 
working on the same issues. Based on this research, civil society organisations may be able to 
plan better campaigns that favour a bottom-up approach. My findings indicate some ways that 
gaps between civil society, policymakers, private organisations and the government can be 
addressed for more effective and just policy implementation.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5
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Title: CobBauge

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Anthony Hudson

ABSTRACT: 
Our proposal is to present the findings and thinking of CobBauge, a pioneering and award winning* 
INTERREG (EU funded) research and development project, led by the University of Plymouth 
alongside key partners across the UK and France. The objective of the CobBauge project is to 
update a vernacular earth-based construction technique for the 21st century, to create a new 
generation of low carbon, energy efficient high-performance homes that occupants will find 
comfortable, healthier to live in and inexpensive to build and run. This is based on an accessible 
technology that is environmentally and socially responsible with the circular economy at its core. 
Earth construction constitutes 50% of the world’s existing building stock. However, despite being a 
widely accessible material with low embodied energy, it is rarely used in contemporary construction 
due to its poor thermal performance. The CobBauge research team have altered the component 
parts of the standard cob wall to create a composite made from earth and natural fibre that 
consists of a layer of dense, structural mix next to a layer of a lightweight insulating mix resulting in 
a monolithic insulated cob wall, with insulation values that exceed current UK Building Regulations. 
The outcome is a low carbon, thermally efficient building material which uses local soil and 
agricultural/waste fibres. If widely applied this new method could make a significant impact in 
reducing both embodied carbon and improving energy efficiency within an overall carbon neutral 
strategy. The system has been tested in laboratories in the UK and France and has proved 
successful in prototype structures. We are in the middle of a climate crisis and one of the main 
contributors to this is the construction and operation of buildings. Buildings are the cause of over 
38% of carbon emissions within the EU and consume a significant proportion of natural resources. 
There is a pressing need to reduce both energy consumption levels and pressure on natural 
resources. New construction technologies that respond to this must continue to be developed. 
Much of the worldwide focus to date has been on the operational energy of buildings such as 
Passivhaus; however it is now increasingly clear that we must look at the embodied energy and 
natural resources that go into the construction process. The proposed construction system for 
CobBauge will not only have low energy operating costs, but crucially will use earth as a low 
embodied carbon and employ innovative construction methods that will radically cut carbon 
emissions. Earth is an inexpensive material and is accessible to all. It does not require heavy 
infrastructure or complicated, energy intensive manufacturing processes; nor does it deplete the 
world’s energy and natural resources and, as in the past, its implementation can build social 
resilience. When viewed in the context of the current climates crisis and continuing depletion of the 
world’s resources, it is timely that a traditional construction system is reassessed for contemporary 
needs. We will briefly give an overview of earth building around the world and specifically in the 
areas where our research is being undertaken: Northern France, the southwest and east of 
England. This will show how diverse techniques have been adapted to specific contexts and how 
the CobBauge project will build on this. We will demonstrate developed methodologies for building 
in earth that meet criteria for modern building performance but at the same time make it an 
accessible, low cost and low energy construction. The ambition is that this method should be 
applicable to a diverse range of building types but with a focus on low cost housing and should be 
rolled out as a mainstream method for construction. With people in the UK spending around 90% 
of their time indoors, a healthy indoor environment is more critical than ever. We will exploit the 
other benefits and properties of building with earth including capacity to absorb electromagnetic 
radiation and VOCs, control of moisture, thermal mass, fire resistance and recycling, We will show 
how this will be applied to a building looking at in-situ construction and sourcing materials from site. 
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We will also look at how the approach might be adapted where the immediate soil conditions are 
not appropriate and investigate the possibilities of low cost methods of pre-fabricated panels which 
will deal with some of the problems with in-situ construction such as drying out, shrinkage and 
seasonal building issues. The in-situ method has been prototyped on a building in France and this 
will be showcased as well as designs for houses and buildings that are planned for construction in 
2021. By June 2021 we may have one of two of the buildings on site and these will be shown. 
Training, undertaken by EBUKI, is central to the program to ensure that skills are transferred and 
techniques for building are accessible for all parts of the economy and groups of people whether 
they are self-builders, housing associations, contractors or developers. The methodology of 
CobBauge takes an ancient material and creates a modern method of construction focussing on 
accessible technology, low energy, health and the circular economy for the benefit of society. *

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1

Title: Commoning Seeds and the (Re)Productive Labor of Peasants

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Irina Velicu 

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Community Feminism, Making Visible the Resistance of Women in 
the South Part of the Globe

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Diana Morales

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Community-Led Economic Initiatives and their Potential to 
Contribute to the Development of Post-Growth Local Economies

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Roman Hausmann and Nadine Mair

ABSTRACT: 
This paper offers a conceptualisation and typology of community-led economic initiatives (CLEIs) 
and discusses their potential to contribute to the development of post-growth local economies. 
CLEIs are economic activities that are self-initiated and self-managed by groups of people 
(communities) at the local and regional scale for the sake of actively protecting, restoring and 
reshaping social, ecological and economic qualities. In light of the challenges posed by the 
"multiple crisis", they experiment with alternative forms of social provisioning with a multitude of 
potential benefits: Increased economic resilience of community livelihoods due to self-sufficiency, a 
strengthening of social cohesion and solidarity, a primary orientation towards human needs instead 
of growth and profits, ecological sustainability, democratic accountability, and others. This paper is 
structured as follows: Part 1 provides a typology of CLEIs by reviewing the wide range of both 
conceptual approaches (e.g. grassroots innovation, transformative social innovation, social and 
solidarity economy) and practical applications (e.g. community supported agriculture, food co-ops, 
community banking). Part 2 discusses the potential of CLEIs to contribute to the development of 
post-growth local economies. Particularly the role of collaboration – both among CLEIs as well as 
with other stakeholders such as local public authorities – is investigated. Part 3 offers an insight 
into recent experiences of CLEIs during the COVID-19 pandemic and their crisis resistance as 
compared to conventional social provisioning processes. Building on two years of doctoral 
research on CLEIs, the paper presents the preliminary theoretical and literature-based findings of 
that research and further gives an outlook to the empirical data collection that will soon be 
implemented as part of the dissertation.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Completing the Cycle: An Inclusive Capitalism Approach Linking 
Sustainable Consumption and Production

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ralph P. Hall and Shyam Ranganatha

ABSTRACT: 
Completing the Cycle: An Inclusive Capitalism Approach Linking Sustainable Consumption and 
Production In this chapter, we present an inclusive capitalism approach, which completes the 
environmental-production-income and distribution-consumption cycle by treating sustainable 
consumption and production as two sides of the same coin. There are two divides that our 
approach to inclusive capitalism bridges—one between income earned from capital ownership and 
from wages, and the other between the human production of goods and services and the impact 
these activities have on the environment. We analyse different mechanisms to bridge these divides 
and show that our proposal—broadening the distribution of capital ownership using future earnings 
of capital and directing this income towards sustainable production and consumption—presents a 
holistic solution to growing environmental problems and income inequality. In addition, we also 
achieve the politically desirable goal of participatory economic life through this mechanism. 

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

78



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Title: Conceptualisation and financialisation: The need for proper 
conceptualisation

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tone Smith

ABSTRACT: 
There is a longstanding debate amongst ecological economists concerning whether or not to 
measure nature's value in monetary terms. A range of different arguments are put forth both in 
favour and against doing so. One prominent argument against monetary valuation has been the 
worry that it might lead to (further) commercialisation of nature. Some have also taken a kind of 
middle position arguing that the issue is not about whether to value or not, but on the outcome of 
valuation in different contexts. I argue however, that the ground for commercialisation was 
prepared already earlier in the process, with the conceptualisation of nature in terms compatible 
with both mainstream economic thinking and the market economy, i.e. nature as 'natural capital' 
and 'ecosystem services'. Through a range of interrelated processes, these concepts and further 
categorisations, today provide the basis for the phenomenon known as 'financialisation of nature', 
an approach to environmental problem solving where market-based solutions and abstract 
conceptions of nature play a key role. The case above demonstrates the problems that can occur 
when we don't pay proper attention to conceptualisation, and in particular to developing realist 
concepts that properly describe and capture the very phenomenon we aim to understand. I would 
like to use this example to explore a perceived lack of distinction within ecological economics, 
between - on the one hand - developing economic concepts and theory that understands the 
(current) economy, economic processes and dynamics, and - on the other hand - concepts that are 
hoped to be ‘useful’ or serve a specific purpose (such as nature protection). I draw on the literature 
of 'performing the economy', while simultaneously staying clear of the strong constructionist path. 
The main purpose is to reflect upon the dynamics between economic concepts and measures on 
the one hand and the development of the political economy on the other, to increase the 
awareness of how the two interact, and to engage a discussion of how to take this into account in 
the social-ecological economics research agenda.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Contesting Community Choice Aggregators – the emergence of a 
new market arrangement in California

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Julia Kirch Kirkegaard and Tom Cronin 

ABSTRACT: 
This paper explores the current rapid emergence and spread of Community Choice Aggregators 
(CCAs) in the State of California, USA. Local governments in California are increasingly launching 
CCA programs, with the triple promise to spur investment in renewable energy, drive down 
electricity prices, and democratise the electricity market. CCAs aggregate consumers’ demand 
within a geographical area, making it possible to buy renewable energy at favourable prices by 
seeking competitive bids from electricity suppliers in place of the standard offer from the utilities, as 
well as investing in energy generation facilities. Meanwhile, decentralizing the procurement 
decision has destabilized the entire socio-technical assemblage around electricity in California, 
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producing contestation in particular from utilities who see their market shares dwindle, but also 
from a variety of market actors who argue that CCAs produce unintended consequences including 
e.g. the production of black-boxes that make it difficult to get an overview of the CCA activities. 
This has produced concerns over being able to ensure the future reliability and stability of the grid, 
as well as over the CCAs’ ability to deliver on its green and social ambitions. Employing a 
perspective of socio-technical assemblages, we inquire into the hot situation over CCAs, entangled 
in California’ green transition. Based on fieldwork in California, we map socio-technical 
contestations over the CCA assemblage, we show the performative role of metrics such as 
Renewable Portfolio Standards, Integrated Resource Plans, artificial intelligence in smart meters, 
market-varying electricity prices, and forecasting tools, amongst other things. We end up 
discussing how the assemblage lens within market sociology and valuation studies can help to 
shed light on the socio-material work needed to create economies to perform sustainability 
transformations.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Contesting the bioeconomy‘s bottleneck – conflicts around 
phosphate mining and trade in Piura, Peru

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Axel Anlauf 

ABSTRACT: 
Contesting the bioeconomy‘s bottleneck – conflicts around phosphate mining and trade in Piura, 
Peru Various bioeconomy strategies aim to replace fossil resources by renewable, agrarian 
resources without departing from the agro-industrial model. Paradoxically this model is in an 
extractive system itself, based on the constant supply of mineral resources to replace the nutrients 
extracted from the soil. In the last 15years phosphorus has emerged as the critical element or 
“bottleneck” for the global agri-food system. During a period of high prices, new phosphate mines 
have been opened up, among these the Bayóvar mine in Piura, northern Peru. The conflicts arising 
from this mining expansion, such as the usurpation of communal lands, deforestation and 
contamination of fishing waters have been mostly overlooked, but will intensify with an increasing 
shift to bioeconomy strategies. Furthermore, analyzing phosphate mining illustrates on the one 
hand that a bioeconomy expansion is limited by global phosphate production, supposed to peak 
around 2040. On the other hand, the fertilizer sector is also characterized by a strong competition 
over the control of commodity chains, often involving actors tied to national development projects. 
Brazil-based mining giant Vale was at the center of national fertilizer strategy in Brazil that included 
the Peruvian Bayóvar project as a raw-material base. After the coup d’état in Brazil in 2016, Vale’s 
Fertilizer assets were sold to the US-based Mosaic company. Since then, phosphate trade flows 
from Peru to the USA have increased. From this perspective developing a viable bioeconomy 
becomes an exclusive project for the most powerful actors in the global economy. Axel Anlauf -PhD 
candidate, sociology, University of Jena -Lecturer, political science, University of Cologne

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13
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Title: Convivial Clothing (updated proposal for 2021) - mend-along 
session

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Bryony Moore and Victoria Frausin

ABSTRACT: 
Sewing Cafe Lancaster and Stitched Up Co-operative propose a 2-hour mend-along session, 
focused on discussion around the textiles industry and convivial alternatives, while encouraging 
participants to mend an item of clothing as we talk. The session will comprise three interwoven 
sections: Section 1: a brief overview of a discussion of the impact of Covid on the industry, then re-
imagining the industry through the lens of conviviality, Section 2: a look at the alternatives, and the 
work done by Stitched Up, Sewing Cafe and other initiatives, encouraging active participation and 
turning consumers into engaged citizens. Section 3: sharing ideas and resources as a group, and 
exploring what others are doing, with take-away information and campaign actions. The underlying 
message of the event will be the power of positive change when ideas are shared and amplified 
and people get together to make things happen. 
____________________________________________ Before the conference: Invite people to 
bring an item to mend. Invite engagement prior to and during the event via a Facebook event page 
and a hashtag for all social media channels, for participants to share their mending projects. We’ll 
also utilise this space to share links to mending tutorials and ideas. Section 1: Introductions Intro: 
Housekeeping, share the mending projects we will be working on today, invite everyone to mend 
along with us and to use the Facebook event and hashtag. Textile Industry: a brief overview, noting 
that we will have many experts on the ‘room’. The industry and Covid: brief summary of the impact 
of Covid on the fashion industry over the past 18 months. Section 2: Convivial alternatives: 
Stitched Up Sewing Cafe Lancaster Others: UCRF/ The Seam/ Save your wardrobe/Earth 
Logic/Fashion Fictions/Fashion Revolution [Check-in on mending progress, encourage everyone to 
share photos using hashtag & Facebook page] Section 3: Sharing ideas and solutions 1. 
Discussion: Ask: Have you heard of other alternatives? Gathering ideas Questions 2. Take-away 
information and campaign actions: Linking with current campaigns (to be confirmed nearer the 
date) pushing for supply chain transparency and environmental sustainability, we will encourage 
participants to engage with postcard and letter writing campaigns, as well as sharing dates for in-
person actions they can take part in. Films SewandSow free libraries How to run a clothes swap? 
[Review photos sent so far, show and tell a couple of the mending projects] After the event: follow 
up on Facebook page and hashtag, share mending pictures and discussion outcomes.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Cooperating with ‘Open Cards’ – The Role of Small Intermediary 
Businesses in Realizing Sustainable International Coffee Supply

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hanna Weber

ABSTRACT: 
Despite improvements, international food supply in general and coffee supply in particular 
continues to cause significant greenhouse gas emissions, economic inequities, and negative 
impacts on human well-being. There is agreement that dominant economic paradigms need to 
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change to comply with the sustainability principles of environmental integrity, economic resilience, 
and social equity. However, so far, little empirical evidence has been generated to what extent and 
under which conditions sustainable international coffee supply could be realized through small 
intermediary businesses such as roasteries, breweries, and/or retailers. We report on a 
collaborative project between a small coffee brewery and its customers in the U.S. and a small 
coffee roastery and its suppliers in Mexico that demonstrates how sustainable coffee supply could 
look like and under which conditions it can be realized. Using a transdisciplinary research 
approach, the project (i) assessed the sustainability challenges of the current coffee supply and 
value chains; (ii) developed a vision of a joint sustainable coffee supply chain; (iii) build a strategy 
to achieve this vision, and (iv) piloted the implementation of the strategy. We discuss the findings 
against a comprehensive set of sustainable principles and against the conditions for sustainable 
international coffee supply offered in the literature. Overall, the study suggests that small 
intermediary coffee businesses have the potential to infuse sustainability across their supply chain 
if cooperating with ‘open cards’. The findings confirm some and add some conditions, including 
economic resilience through cooperation, problem recognition, transparency, trust, and solidarity 
across the supply chain.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Cooperation of Art, Science and Education: The results of a 
community scriptwriting process applied in higher education â€“ an 
interactive experience on Degrowth

Session type: Artistic

Submitter: Alexandra Koves and Gabriella Kiss

ABSTRACT: 
In 2018 researchers from the Corvinus University of Budapest started a unique co-operation with 
an independent art-troupe in order to deepen the understanding of research results through a 
different perspective and to communicate results towards a wider audience. The original research 
used the method of participatory backcasting in Hungary in 2016 on the topic of responsible and 
sustainable business. The endeavour with the art troupe turned research results into a theatre 
adventure game (TAG). The resulting 'Future & Co.' was staged multiple times with success. 
However, being a highly resource intensive form, a TAG can only reach a limited number of people. 
Fuelled by our positive experiences, we began to design a community-based script which could be 
used as teaching material in tertiary-level economics courses. Community scriptwriting is a process 
where all forms of knowledge can be incorporated into a story. The resulting storyline of 'Our brave 
new past' was then turned into an interactive drama session that can be brought into the 
classrooms of universities. In Manchester we would like to involve the participants to experience 
this resulting pedagogical tool on Degrowth, where we get to see what happens to people and 
societies through the end of consumer society, during the green revolution, and in the times of 
consolidation. This process enables us to envision real utopias and at the same time learn more 
about a Degrowth transition.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10
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Title: Counting nature to make nature count? Towards a new research 
agenda 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sylvain Maechler and Valérie Boisvert

ABSTRACT: 
The economic valuation of nature is advocated to make the ecological crisis tangible. It is said to 
promote communication about what matters, what deserves to be protected, using metaphors and 
analogies. Drawing on science studies and an ethnography of the development of natural capital 
accounting, we argue that this attempt to construct boundary objects, which would allow actors 
belonging to different social worlds to agree to protect nature, is a false promise. Accounting 
equivalences create discursive, but not necessarily practical or political, commensurability between 
elements of nature and economic assets. Valuation processes tend to produce epistemic selectivity 
and an alignment of actors around a mode of evaluation that consolidates hegemonic capitalist 
representations and prevents the articulation of alternative economic projects. We propose to 
explore the paths opened up by J-K. Gibson-Graham’s feminist economic geography and their 
diverse-economies research program to nurture the social ecological economics agenda on this 
issue.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Crafting the Story

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jim (James T) Jones

ABSTRACT: 
The utility of degrowth (Kallis et al., 2012) is a principal theme in the interdisciplinary field of 
ecological economics (Daly & Farley, 2004) and ‘Maker’ culture has been identified as one of many 
‘ecocultures’ of transition (Quilley, 2014) as an antidote to globalized capitalist economies. Maker 
culture is defined by a communitarian, open access, peer-to-peer ethos which stands at odds to 
the growth-orientated, privatized wealth of free-market individualism (Anderson, 2012; Kish & 
Quilley, 2017; Weedmark-kish, 2018). Yet, there remains a significant gap between “making”, on 
the one hand, and social and sustainable innovation on the other (Millard et al., 2018). Maker 
culture also has inherent vulnerabilities: a reliance on technology for both making and 
communication, which could undermine its resilience in future visions of resource scarcity and 
social collapse; it lacks a challenge to the ongoing urbanisation of populations; and it does not a 
support a necessary human connection to nature which is recognised as increasingly important for 
sustainability solutions (Ives et al., 2017). Theories of social transition point to the need for 
innovation to support change across multiple scales and can be enhanced when there are stores 
of social memory on which to draw (Westley et al., 2011). At the heart of Pre-industrial rural 
economies since the Renaissance were skilled artisans who both lived in the community they 
worked in and used natural resources in their immediate locality. This position paper explores the 
importance of land skills and land-based crafts as an ecoculture of transition, asking what role 
might these skills and crafts play as ‘flow activities’ (Cziksentmihalyi, 1991) in fostering pro-
environmental behaviors and developing stories and narratives around degrowth, embedded 
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livelihoods, and communitarian social structures. Finally the paper assesses the utility of such 
examples to explore the role of narrative in sustainability transitions at different scales.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: Creating a wilder culture: ‘Wilderculture’ as holistic approach to 
land management

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Caroline Grindrod

ABSTRACT: 
Wilderculture is an integrated approach to the restoration of ecosystems and food production on 
UK upland areas. Wilderculture demonstrates and refines effective methods of regenerating wild 
spaces that human beings are part of. The opinion that humans should produce food from efficient, 
intensive agricultural systems so that we can ‘give back’ land to nature alienates us from our 
environment. This thinking disconnects us from our food and discourages us from taking 
responsibility for the social or environmental impact of producing it. Wilderculture is based on the 
view that, in our modern context of a growing population on rapidly degrading soils, we humans 
should take up a role as ‘conscious key stone species’ where we positively influence land 
management through our lifestyle and food choices. This presentation will focus on three of the 
current Wilderculture projects and the concepts of holistic management they are based on.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Creative spaces for Seed Commons through alternative social 
practices:

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Julia Tschersich

ABSTRACT: 
Research on social movements and political change tends to overlook forms of everyday 
resistance or quiet activism. Seed Commons initiatives counter dynamics of seed enclosures and 
commercialization, by pursuing alternative practices related to community-based conservation and 
breeding. This paper applies the approach of ‘institutional work’ to assess how such everyday 
social practices of Commoning in seed initiatives maintain, reject, change or create institutions, 
and thereby contribute to institutional change or persistence. A comparative case study of six 
initiatives in Europe and the Philippines reveals the high degree of agency of Seed Commons 
initiatives and their capacity to reinterpret, chose from or resist external institutions. The use of 
gray areas and informal spaces through everyday practices is essential for preserving and 
widening the initiatives’ scope of action and preventing the extension of regulations that could 
further restrict their legal space. At the same time, acting within the existing set of rules means 
contributing to their maintenance and strengthening them implicitly. Hence seed initiatives should 
be conscious about their actions and potential political effects. At the same time, by demonstrating 
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the viability, desirability and achievability of alternatives, Seed Commons initiatives especially in 
the Philippines have succeeded in pushing for the recognition of some of their social practices as 
alternatives in national policies. Not adopting policies and developing alternative practices on the 
ground can be a strong form of everyday resistance, especially when initiatives promote alternative 
values and norms that challenge the logics of the existing system.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Crises induced by the Brazilian development model

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Norma Valencio

ABSTRACT: 
Since the decade of 1950, the successive Brazilian administrations adopted development models 
based on the idea of a rapid increase of urbanization supported by massive investments in few 
large infrasystems. Electricity is an example, mostly generated by large hydropower plants, which 
triggered a demographic tipping point in the places where they were built or where supply was 
available. Even in the rural areas the pattern of energy demand from residents has changed, with 
new consumption needs. However, other essential infrasystems, such as housing, sanitation, and 
health facilities, among others, were not planned and implemented timely or appropriately as part 
of this spatial transition, which generated great social inequalities regarding their access. It can be 
assumed that, where a dysfunctional set of infrasystems exists, then other socioeconomic relations 
would be negatively impacted as well, such as the local human development level, the income per 
capita, and even those related to the local public finances, as the revenue generally depends on 
the level of local economic activity. All of these components together make the cities more 
susceptible to various types of crises, being difficult to overcome. This study starts with a national 
panorama of these dysfunctionalities and then focuses the case of the municipalities of the Rio das 
Velhas river basin, in the state of Minas Gerais. The quantitative data analysis uses correlation and 
methods from information-theory to identify which infrastructures or socioeconomic variables 
influence more the dynamics of municipalities’ emergency decrees, on a national scale. Then, it is 
discussed the links between sanitation, economics, and disasters aspects in the focused region to 
highlight the issues of sustainability in this development model and what new tipping points are 
emerging.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: CSA a revolutionary sustainable solution?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Madalena Meinecke

ABSTRACT: 
In the context of the global COVID-pandemic, the intimate relation between the climate crisis and 
(industrial) agricultural production gained enormous public attention. In this dispute, all sides raise 
the issue of the sustainable use of natural resources and the need for innovative agricultural 
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solutions for the food system. In Germany, official answers to these questions are presented, for 
example, in the International Green Week, the annual international agrarian fair organised by the 
German Ministry of Agriculture in Berlin. This event encounters strong criticism by food 
movements, which articulate and express their demands and solutions for a food and agrarian 
change in various counter-events, demonstrations and protests. In this year’s edition of the so-
called Alternative Green Week we observed that Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) was 
portrayed as a revolutionary sustainable solution to the aforementioned crises. Therefore, we will 
analyse how the debates around CSA in Germany refer to discourses of sustainability, degrowth, 
socio-ecological transformation and other concepts. We explore these debates from an 
intersectional perspective using the concept of food inequalities (Motta 2020). In our analysis we 
draw from a variety of data, such as our own active participation in the events of the (online) Green 
Week held in January 2021, as well as the data collected by using (digital) ethnographic methods 
and field work. We take a closer look at PlantAge e.G., a CSA located close to Berlin, which serves 
as an empirical example to examine the theoretical debates in more detail. The analysis allows us 
to gain insights in the debates concerning the role of CSA in the transition to a sustainable and 
ecological food system.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Cultivating regenerative food cultures

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Nina Moeller

ABSTRACT: 
If we recognize that the problems of our current industrial food system are systemic, a systems 
approach is presumably needed to solve these problems. Our task is to facilitate a shift away from 
degenerative food systems and cultures towards more regenerative food systems and cultures; 
where the health of humans, workers throughout the food supply chain, non human animals and 
wider ecosystems flourish. Degrowth and the creation of alternative livelihoods play a key role in 
achieving this vision. But how do we implement this theory in practice? FoodFutures in North 
Lancashire (and other similar initiatives around the world) are trying to live this question, taking a 
place based practical approach to solving some of our food challenges. These initiatives are trying 
to facilitate collaborative food cultures where a variety of stakeholders from across the food system 
work together to support the creation of more resilient and fair food systems; supporting the 
emergence of regenerative food cultures. They bring together community food projects, CSA 
schemes, food banks, community activists, farmers, social entrepreneurs, local authorities and 
institutions (including hospitals and academic institutions) etc to face the challenges together. This 
session will share approaches, key learnings and challenges faced by FoodFutures and others 
working around similar initiatives.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6
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Title: Cultivating regenerative food cultures: sharing approaches, 
insights and key learnings

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anna Clayton

ABSTRACT: 
If we recognize that the problems of our current industrial food system are systemic, a systems 
approach is presumably needed to solve these problems. Our task is to facilitate a shift away from 
degenerative food systems and cultures towards more regenerative food systems and cultures; 
where the health of humans, workers throughout the food supply chain, non human animals and 
wider ecosystems flourish. Degrowth and the creation of alternative livelihoods play a key role in 
achieving this vision. But how do we implement this theory in practice? FoodFutures in North 
Lancashire (and other similar initiatives around the world) are trying to live this question, taking a 
place based practical approach to solving some of our food challenges. These initiatives are trying 
to facilitate collaborative food cultures where a variety of stakeholders from across the food system 
work together to support the creation of more resilient and fair food systems; supporting the 
emergence of regenerative food cultures. They bring together community food projects, CSA 
schemes, food banks, community activists, farmers, social entrepreneurs, local authorities and 
institutions (including hospitals and academic institutions) etc to face the challenges together. This 
session will share approaches, key learnings and challenges faced by FoodFutures and others 
working around similar initiatives.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: De-alienated, de-masculinised: an eco-feminist conceptualisation 
of work

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anna-Maria Köhnke 

ABSTRACT: 
Many similarities in green and feminist political economy are obscured due to different use of 
language. Some useful concepts from green political economy are congruent with feminist 
concepts, except that they are presented in a more ‘masculinised’ way. I outline how green and 
feminist concepts intersect by comparing the concepts ‘care work’ and ‘eco-regulatory work’, 
advocating for a unified conception of work encompassing the strengths of both framings. I will 
show that focusing on the character of such work, rather than the mere conditions under which it 
takes place, can help find the instrumental and the intrinsic value of work beyond green economic 
restructuring. Finally, I argue that making a distinction between different kinds of work, whether 
‘productive’ vs ‘reproductive’ or ‘transformative’ vs ‘eco-regulatory’, is ultimately an expression of 
alienation that needs to be overcome in order to reach feminist, green, and eco-feminist goals.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7
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Title: De-Growth and Equity – the importance of a healthy ecosystem, 
economic security for all, and social inclusion

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Cornelia Flora 

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Decelarating Education

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sarah Wendt

ABSTRACT: 
In a global struggle for more human ways of being, education plays a key role for the consolidation 
of ideas of degrowth. To what extent are institutions of knowledge production and transfer 
entangled in the logic of a global growth imperative? As literature proposes it is a colonial process 
that shaped the global integration of educational institutions into a rationalized economy. 
Consequently, a thorough critique of the system of knowledge production that generates 
paradigms of growth requires an analysis of coloniality in education. Moreover, we argue that 
decolonial approaches hold great potential for the development of new visions of education as a 
mode of knowledge co-production within a framework of degrowth. Drawing on learning 
experiences from different higher education institutions in India, South Africa and Germany, this 
contribution proposes a net of ideas that primarily aim at a deceleration of processes and a 
structural de-hierarchisation of education. Deciphering the eurocentric ideology of individualising 
progress in monological and competitive pedagogies reveals a need for more collective and 
reciprocal ways of learning enabled through more corporal pedagogies. To pave the way for 
diverse ways of learning, an acknowledgement of a plurality of epistemologies and pedagogies 
must be at the heart of education.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Decolonizing food systems through agroecology

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Stephanie Domptail

ABSTRACT: 
Our food systems are based on relationships where power is largely concentrated among 
corporations (inputs, transformation, distribution) of the global North and the institutions enabling 
these power relationships. These actors largely developed an industrial agriculture on the basis of 
a technology-positivist and utilitarian extractive worldview, and they keep on supporting it. 
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Environmental consequences of the globalization of this production system are acknowledged 
worldwide today and include soil degradation, biodiversity loss and climate change. Social and 
economic consequences, such as material extraction from the global south, economic dependency 
on exports or impossibility to develop own local markets are more controversial, but discussed in 
the scientific literature and in civil movements. Currents of environmentalism propose alternative 
worldviews, which are not or less exploitative towards nature. The environmentalism depicted in 
the bioeconomy, the Green New Deal or exclusive nature conservation, for instance, remains 
rooted in a utilitarian worldview, in which man is separated from nature and either uses it more 
efficiently or is responsible for its preservation. On the contrary, a third current of 
environmentalism, the environmentalism of the poor is depicted by Guha and Martinez-Alier (1997) 
as a form of livelihood in which nature is not a resource but a landscape, a habitat for the people, 
who use nature, live from, and nurture nature. When looking at farming specifically, organic 
agriculture, permaculture and agroecology are among the farming systems claiming a holistic 
perspective on nature as a system, using, mimicking and nurturing its functioning for agricultural 
production. At the same time, Patel (2009) suggests that agroecology, with its reliance on local 
resources and the creation of locally adapted knowledge among peers, is a call for egalitarian, in 
other words, decolonized relationships within the (agroecology) food systems. In the paper, we 
propose to investigate whether a decolonized worldview can be detected among agroecological 
farmers in Germany and guides their practices. Our study aims to reconstruct agroecological 
farmers’ subjective patterns of interpretation and their worldviews, especially with regard to their 
relations with nature and society. While trying to recognize the manifold possible determinants 
behind the decision to adopt an agroecological approach, our particular interest lies in the 
reconstruction of the respective concepts of nature and the concomitant self-world relations. We 
opted for a detailed reconstructive analysis of narratives after Kruse (2015). We conducted 
interviews with four agroecology farmers belonging to a small farmers’ association in Hesse near 
Frankfurt in 2019 and 2020 before the pandemic. This association is a co-founder of the 
international peasant’s movement La Via Campesina. The general context in Germany may appear 
unfavorable for agroecological farmers as the structural change in the country reduced the number 
of small farmers drastically while the average farm size increased since 1990. Germany also has 
less organic farmers than its neighboring countries Austria and France. Our results first show that 
the decolonized view upon nature is present among all four farmers, although the tight rope 
between managing nature for own needs and following nature is sometimes difficult to manage 
cognitively and practically. The human-nature relationship described is one of respectful partnering 
and egalitarianism. A first common attitude towards nature is amazement. Nature, in its powers, its 
complexity - web of linkages and complementarity - its diversity, is perceived as marvelous and 
beautiful. The amazement suggests that farmers observe nature and its works (functioning) very 
closely – this observation of nature’s work is one essence of a certain humility, or recognition that 
nature has its own path and powers. The observation is also at the basis of the dialogue with 
nature. In parallel, one important element of the nature-farmer relationship is a very developed 
understanding of the earth, landscape and farm as nested and complex systems. This is a key 
guideline for the farming practices and farm design. At the same time, the web of complexity is 
related to fears: because chains of causalities are complex, consequences can be numerous. 
Biodiversity loss, climate change and social unrest were feared consequences of the system 
behavior of Earth. These two elements enable a third dimension of the nature-human relationship: 
the usage/crafting dimension. While farmers depend upon and admire nature, they shape it so as 
to create a life basis and life spaces supporting both humans and other species needs. Farmers 
feel particularly empowered to make the choice of “positive” practices that enable them to make 
the “good” decisions towards a nurturing land use. Importantly, they perceive the beauty of nature 
in complex and diverse man-made (agroecological) agricultural systems. In addition, although this 
aspect is less marked in the narratives, the farmers have a modern global perspective of their farm 
on the earth and in the global food system. Farmers see their actions as contributions to 
decolonize the North-South relations. At the scale of the earth, farmers feel that their actions are 
connected in a telecoupling manner with local happenings elsewhere (e.g. in the global south, in 
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the atmosphere). They do act accordingly by designing farming systems able to address many 
short shortcoming of the dominant industrial agriculture model. For instance, farmers focus on 
storing carbon in soils and preserving biodiversity. Some sell only locally to avoid contributing to 
global markets, assumed to be disfavorable for global South farmers. Last, the perception of the 
farm and nature as “Lebensraum”, “Place to live” reminds of the environmentalism of the poor, in 
which nature is the normal habitat for people. The life-basis concept, framed in the interviews as 
soils, water, air and biodiversity and complexity, appears as a key concept to reconcile views of 
nature as wild versus tamed. This concept provides a new aim for the agricultural activity, based on 
the idea that agriculture can be the crafting act of turning nature into a life-support system for 
multiple species. It transcends the western utilitarian view of nature as conserved or exploited to 
come close to the concept of environmentalism of the poor, characterised by the perception of 
dependency on nature. This suggests that, perhaps, agroecological farmers are developing an 
environmentalism of the peasant, but a peasant of the global world, very far from the romanticized 
view that peasants are cutting themselves from the modern industrial world and its challenges. 
Thus, decolonized perspective is modern and requires much knowledge and effort for its 
implementation. The agroecological farms and their customers represent attempts, among others, 
to change power relationship within the food system, and especially towards nature and among 
farmers around the world. It may represent a step towards exchanges following more egalitarian 
ties, while embedded in an industrial economy, such as Germany.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Decommodification and Democratization of Essential Resources

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Eric Recchia

ABSTRACT: 
Food, water, energy, information and life sustaining ecosystem functions are all essential to human 
life. Essential resources are particularly ill-suited to market allocation for several reasons. Though 
food, water and energy are rival and excludable, hence often defined as market goods, the price 
mechanism nonetheless fails with demand, supply, and allocation. Market demand is supposed to 
move in the opposite direction from price, but physiological demand for necessities is obviously 
unaffected by prices. Market demand is equally insensitive to price for the well-to-do, who spend 
an insignificant share of their budget on necessities. For example, raw grains account for 10% of 
the price of a loaf of bread. If the price of grains triples in response to a small drop in supply, the 
price of bread increases by 10%, and there is no change in demand by the rich. . The poor spend a 
larger share of their incomes on necessities, but still exhibit inelastic demand. The net result is that 
when food becomes scarcer, it’s price increases so much that contribution to GDP - widely used as 
a proxy for economic welfare - also increase. Supply is also insensitive to price when there are 
long time lags before new production can come online, as is particularly obvious for food and 
energy. This dynamic can be dramatically worsened by speculation, which drove up both food and 
energy prices from 2003-2008. In response to these higher prices, farmers cleared ecologically 
sensitive land to plant to corn, and oil companies invested heavily in fracking, both with profound 
ecological costs ignored by markets. Informed speculators would be aware of these investments, 
which would in turn reduce speculative demand at the same time that the investments were 
increasing supply, leading to a precipitous drop in prices. The net result was ecological degradation 
and bankrupted producers. Finally, markets allocate based on the principle of preferences 
weighted by purchasing power. The marginal loaf of bread is allocated towards the person willing 
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to pay the most, not the person with the greatest physiological need, which is objectively 
measurable. Markets in essence allocate physiologically essential resources to those who need 
them least. Information is equally essential to economic activity--even the most primitive hunter-
gatherers need to know what plants are edible or how to hunt an animal. Information however is 
not a scarce resource: it actually improves through use. Price rationing creates artificial scarcity, 
and is particularly perverse for green technologies, whose value is maximized at a price of zero. 
Markets of course will not invest in R&D if they cannot sell it, which means collective investments 
are required. Finally, life sustaining ecosystem functions are often non-rival and non-excludable. 
People value markets because they allow individual choice Commodification compels people to 
prioritize money over values like justice, sustainability, or love. This makes us treat others like 
things instead of beings. Within a capitalist system, even attempts to protect and or redistribute 
essential resources fall back on mechanisms that further entrench their allocation into markets and 
result in their commodification. But how can non-market systems do better? In every human 
society ever, people have organized themselves to meet their material needs from their 
environments in ways other than buying and selling, yet scholars have largely ignored non-market 
systems in wealthy capitalist countries. Such non-market economies merit systematic study in light 
of the market’s failures. This subtheme will explore the problems emerging from the 
commodification of the essential, as well as the suitability of alternative mechanisms, all in the 
context of imminent and radical social and ecological changes

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Decommodifying labour: The stories of capitalism rewritten by a 
snail

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Megan Elgar

ABSTRACT: 
Having a plurality of ways in which to engage in economic relationships means having a diversity 
of ways in which to relate to one another, other beings and environments. Because humans often 
form their identity and make sense and meaning out of their lives through the internalized and 
evolving stories they tell and are told, the character that they inhabit in these stories matter. Global 
capitalism is a system of organization that requires both material growth as well as the persistent 
legitimization of a dominant set of values, beliefs, perceptions, and norms that legitimize 
exploitation and the expanding commodification of land and beings. In this, capitalism maintains 
dominance through a process that is both material and cultural, in that it affects what we value, 
what we imagine, and importantly, the characters cast in the narratives of our everyday. This 
research explores narrative identity and how rewriting the stories of capitalism can facilitate the 
decommodification of labor.  

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0
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Title: Deep Stories: interpretive social science and metaphysical 
sociology as ways of making sense of the culture of infinite growt

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ian Christie and Richard Douglas

ABSTRACT: 
Social science has a vital role to play in informing transition towards long-term sustainability: not 
only in generating models that would aid the development of economic systems that respect the 
limits to growth, but also in analysing the political and psychological barriers to this transition (and 
how these might be overcome). Mainstream social science is characterised by the failure to 
recognise both that ecological crisis demands such a major transition, and that informing 
transformative political action is a role that belongs to it. Following the critique articulated by Taylor, 
we argue this failure is rooted in a naturalist epistemology: this conditions social scientists to see 
the human world within a rationalist framework of unending progress. We argue this 
epistemological framing can be seen in other noted blind spots in the social sciences: in particular, 
the failures of economic theory to anticipate the 2007-8 financial crash, and of political science to 
anticipate the populist surge in established democracies. We further argue that a naturalist 
epistemological framing also extends to many forms of more radical social science which, while 
focusing on ecological crisis, often manifest difficulties in understanding the apparently irrational 
opposition to ecologically transformative action. We suggest a cluster of approaches that, 
integrated into social science practice, can help to overcome the naturalist framing of its 
epistemology. Following Hochschild, we call these the Deep Story paradigm. The Deep Story 
approach draws on resources including: interpretive social science (Bevir and Blakely); 
metaphysical sociology (Carroll); the Elinor Ostrom commons school; and ‘Planetary Social 
Thought’ (Clark and Szerzynski). We conclude with suggestions for a research programme based 
on the Deep Story framework that might help social science, not only to understand how society 
might respond to ecological crisis and the unsustainability of growth dependency, but how to 
overcome political and psychological barriers to such action.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Deepening colonial relations: questioning the “green” narrative 
from extractive zones in Chile

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Gabriela Cabana

ABSTRACT: 
This paper presents a critique of the idea of a Green New Deal (GND) that does not put 
environmental justice at the centre. It takes insights of two ongoing conflicts in Chile: indigenous 
communities in the Atacama region fighting against the expansion of lithium mining; and 
communities resisting the imposition of eolic farms in the southern region. My argument is that the 
conflicts likely to emerge from the implementation of large-scale “renewable” projects share similar 
characteristics in a “global level” (taking into account what is usually labelled as “North\South 
divide”) that inside national levels. Both are different forms of colonialism, from the classical 
understanding of transnational dynamics reminiscent from the imperial period to the idea of 
“internal colonialism” (as developed by González Casanova). Even though debates on a GND 
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have not yet reached the agenda in Latin America as powerfully as in Europe and North America, 
taking into account the role these territories would play in these plans is critical. I suggest that any 
GND that aims at breaking the historical dynamics of colonial extraction must take claims of 
autonomy made by indigenous and non-indigenous populations seriously. In this paper I present 
some of those claims, I give a historical perspective on why there has been such a strong rejection 
of projects that have been branded as “green”, and I explore the challenges that these claims 
present for a degrowth-inspired political praxis. The insights come from my current work on the 
conflicts around energy transitions as an Anthropology PhD researcher based in Castro, Chiloé.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Degrowth and basic materials 1 DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Ekaterina Chertkovskaya

ABSTRACT: 
Basic materials – steel, cement, plastics, paper, glass etc. – are key to housing, transport and 
other infrastructure and surround us in everyday lives. Produced by energy- and emission-
intensive industries, growth-oriented and controlled by corporations and states, most basic 
materials are made and used in ways that are far from degrowth ideals. Yet, many of these 
materials are likely to be needed (though probably in much more modest quantities) for building 
alternative livelihoods. For example, infrastructure like trains and rail networks would require some 
of these materials. Therefore, the purpose of this session is to start addressing basic materials in 
relation to degrowth, both the problematics of growth surrounding them, and imagining how 
alternative organisations of basic materials could look like. The contributions to the session are 
guided by but not limited to the following overarching questions: 1) What is problematic with the 
way basic materials work from a degrowth stance?; 2) How can the production, consumption and 
use of basic materials be organised differently?; 3) How are basic materials governed today and 
how could this change to foster socio-ecological transformation?. This sub-theme starts the 
discussion of basic materials in the degrowth scholarly community and consists of two sessions: 
The first devoted to problematising basic materials, the second to the governance and potential 
futures for basic materials in a degrowth world

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: Degrowth and basic materials 2 DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Ekaterina Chertkovskaya

ABSTRACT: 
Basic materials – steel, cement, plastics, paper, glass etc. – are key to housing, transport and 
other infrastructure and surround us in everyday lives. Produced by energy- and emission-
intensive industries, growth-oriented and controlled by corporations and states, most basic 
materials are made and used in ways that are far from degrowth ideals. Yet, many of these 
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materials are likely to be needed (though probably in much more modest quantities) for building 
alternative livelihoods. For example, infrastructure like trains and rail networks would require some 
of these materials. Therefore, the purpose of this session is to start addressing basic materials in 
relation to degrowth, both the problematics of growth surrounding them, and imagining how 
alternative organisations of basic materials could look like. The contributions to the session are 
guided by but not limited to the following overarching questions: 1) What is problematic with the 
way basic materials work from a degrowth stance?; 2) How can the production, consumption and 
use of basic materials be organised differently?; 3) How are basic materials governed today and 
how could this change to foster socio-ecological transformation?. This sub-theme starts the 
discussion of basic materials in the degrowth scholarly community and consists of two sessions: 
The first devoted to problematising basic materials, the second to the governance and potential 
futures for basic materials in a degrowth world.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Degrowth and decarbonisation for future mobility

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Peter Cox

ABSTRACT: 
Deep decarbonisation in the transport sector will require dramatic changes to transport practices in 
the next two decades. In particular, in European contexts of high mobility this will require not just 
modal shift or a transition to electric cars, but significant degrowth and transformation of mobility 
systems: from automobility to vélomobility. Existing thinking on the role of cycling in mobility 
decarbonisation has largely been framed within a pragmatic approach, focussing on urban cycling. 
This allows the easy fix of short inner-city journeys substitution to produce dramatic and visible 
results. However, this focus on cycling cities and urban mobility has unfortunate side effects. Over-
concentration on high-density residential spaces with immediate local access to services distracts 
from more intractable problems in peri-urban and non-urban spaces; suggesting that cycling is not 
a solution for these conditions. This paper argues that rather than approaches to design and 
planning for cycling that start from an assumption of high-density urban locations, arguments for 
future low carbon mobility could make a more profound contribution to deep decarbonisation by 
adopting rural proofing measures. In other words, by examining how cycling, including e-cycling 
and advanced cycle design, can provide vital transport in the context of more difficult scenarios 
and longer journeys. Instead of working out how policies for short-distance urban travel might be 
adapted for the peri- and non-urban, by starting with cycling policies for the peri- and non-urban 
location, shorter distance provision is already guaranteed.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Degrowth and development

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Pritam Singh

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth and development This paper will view degrowth from the angle of "developing" or "third 
world" economies. So far, degrowth theory has focused on Western nations, which contribute the 
most towards carbon emissions, either directly or in production outsourced to countries with lower 
labour costs. Although the degrowth vision should still be supported, far more attention needs to be 
given to what is already being achieved in prefigurative actions for environmental justice in poorer 
countries, as well as what can be achieved in the short and medium term future.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Degrowth and Environment in Turkey

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Melike Akkaya

ABSTRACT: 
Turkey is one of the developing countries. Despite the global trends toward carbon emissions 
reduction targets and climate policies, unfortunately, it cannot take place in Turkey's environmental 
policy objectives. Contrarily, environmental issues in Turkey has a place too late in the legal 
regulations. After the Stockholm Environment Conference in 1972, where environmental problems 
are addressed for the first time at the international level, Turkey also has begun to generate 
environmental awareness. In general, policies around liveable cities and sustainable environmental 
discourses do not reflect reality in practice. Besides, it is seen that the main concern in the 
liveability of cities is economic profit and foreign capital. When Turkey's environmental politics are 
examined, which is dominated by growth and development-oriented policies, environmental issues 
are seen as less find a place among them. With the research conducted on the Constitution, 5-year 
development plans, laws and regulations, environmental policies focused on growth are 
questioned and explained within the scope of this study. How successful has growth been with 
policies based on environmental protection and environmental issues; how international policies 
have been successful in Turkey; how can national environmental policies be designed on the 
direction of degrowth and how is it possible to enforce sanctions for degrowth? These questions 
directing the research are answered and possible ways of degrowth for Turkey are sought.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Degrowth and Law in Bolsonaro's Brazil

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Cristiane Derani

ABSTRACT: 
This paper assumes that economics today is a global practice of production and consumption that 
connects countries. Also, it understands that neoliberalism put in practice a world division of the 
production, extending the Ricardian idea of comparative advantages, reducing countries to a 
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positional economy. As a result, Brazil suffered a strong deindustrialization process, especially 
between 2016-2021. Its GNP is focused on the supply of agricultural and mineral raw materials. 
Domestic politics aligned to this global politics continuously reduces the regulation of 
environmental protection and softens the rules on phytosanitary measures. In addition, since 2016 
Brazil has faced criminal attitudes of destruction of indigenous areas, followed by the extermination 
of these peoples. Also, an economic and criminal pressure has led to an increase in the 
concentration of land, reducing the areas of small properties and increasing the latifundios to 
produce commodities. This process has brutally accelerated after the election of the current 
president. However, although it seems to be a government policy, permissiveness and even the 
incentive for forest destruction and environmental neglection respond to a global demand, for the 
transfer of natural wealth and the concentration of financial wealth. The market needs the non-
market to expand continuously. Outlaw and market activities consolidate roles in global capitalism. 
The black market's invisible hand regulates the expansion of a production that has reached its 
limit. Goods placed on the market obtained beyond the limits of the law guarantee low-cost 
transfers, and expansion based on an increase in the concentration of wealth. The construction of 
degrowth to keep production within planetary limits initially requires stripping the web of illegal 
relationships that sustain the global economy. The aims to demonstrate that degrowth is a policy of 
reconstructing global political, social as well as economic relations. The scandalous destruction of 
nature during the Bolsonaro government is not a national political feat, but a global construction 
that must be corrected by a global policy to control the flow of nature in the official and unofficial 
market that feed a fictitious expansion of economic activity and shifts natural values to financial 
concentration.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Degrowth and the Economic Wellfare of the Austrian School

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Benjamin Lopez Ortiz

ABSTRACT: 
The Austrian school presents an idea of how needs are satisfied with first-order and higher-order 
goods. The availability of resources makes these goods economic or non-economic, relating them 
to the size of the need. Access to the means of production is the alternative to satisfy long-term 
needs, taking into account the stock of resources and accumulation. This economic organization 
has an affinity with the degrowth vision.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Degrowth as Regeneration

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tom Walker

ABSTRACT: 

96



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

In 1833, "Working People of Manchester, and their Friends," met at Prince's Tavern to form the 
Society for Promoting National Regeneration with the objective "to remove the commercial and 
social evils, which are fast destroying every vestige of happiness and order." The first practical 
measure they advocated was shortening the working day. Seventy-six years later, University of 
Manchester economist Sydney Chapman's analysis of the hours of labour vindicated the Society's 
intuition about the importance of regulating worktime. Chapman's theory suggests substantial cuts 
in working time could make a much larger contribution to degrowth than previously thought while 
improving the welfare of workers. Chapman’s theory made several novel observations: • market 
forces yield worktime arrangements longer than optimal for output; • the optimal length of worktime 
for workers welfare is shorter than optimal for output; • leisure becomes progressively more 
valuable as technology advances. The Source and Remedy of the National Difficulties, published 
200 years ago by Charles Dilke, showed why "THE ACCUMULATION OF CAPITAL IS VERY 
LIMITED, if the happiness of the whole, and not the luxuries of a few, is the proper subject for 
national congratulation." Dilke was a follower of William Godwin, who argued in An Enquiry 
Concerning Political Justice that "the object, in the present state of society, is to multiply labour; in 
another state, it will be to simplify it." Degrowth writers often focus on the benefit of shorter hours 
for preventing unemployment. The insights of Chapman, Dilke, and others reveal profound 
advantages that should place shorter hours at the centre of degrowth analysis.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Degrowth economic entities in a growth society: how do they 
survive?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Nadia Johanisová

ABSTRACT: 
While there is a broad discussion in the literature about more general issues such as the 
performativity of alternative economic entities and their potential to contribute to a degrowth future 
(see e.g. Schmid and Smith, 2020), more practical and equally fascinating issues such as the 
problem of their economic survival in the here and now while retaining their ethos or "soul", have 
so far attracted less attention. How do economic initiatives with ethical goals, geared to high use 
value products, non-growth strategies, employment maximization, etc. keep afloat and survive 
financially when they venture into unforgiving market environments? Or can they play a significant 
role without them? Drawing mainly on our own published work (Johanisova 2005, Johanisova et al. 
2013), and a research project on 50 alternative Czech economic entities in 2014-2016, I will 
discuss several such strategies used by various alternative economic entities (such as local food 
networks, community businesses, communal organic farms, consumer co-operatives, community 
schools, etc.). These include especially networking and collaboration (e.g.marketing and 
procurement groups), access to non-market capitals (including land taken from the market), 
internal cross-subsidies, support from the public sector and building parallel structures/community 
markets. Using concrete examples, we will describe and discuss these strategies and their 
potential for transformation towards equitable and sustainable degrowth. 

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1
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Title: Degrowth for whom? Ecological Economics and Animal Rights

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Leopoldo Costa Junior

ABSTRACT: 
The recognition of animal sentience highlights a field of knowledge that grows every day: Animal 
Law. Meanwhile, society is claiming that nonhuman animals must be respected and treated as 
subjects rather than as things. Therefore, ecological economics needs to point out theoretical and 
conceptual references to these concerns which can be taken in a fruitful and mutually collaborative 
dialogue between both fields of knowledge in, at least three lines of research: first, at an 
epistemological level, to deepen the ecocentric and biocentric critique of the anthropocentric 
foundations of ecological economics; second, by examining the ecological economics mechanisms 
that can be created or refined to defend the interests of animals and of nature as a whole; lastly, by 
measuring the ecological impacts of animal exploitation as well as the impacts on animal law of 
ecological exploitation. In this sense, when we talk about diversity, species other than humans 
must be ensured material living conditions, and, in order to do so, human economy must degrow. 
Building alternative livelihoods which are harmonious with planetary limits must consider the 
relationship between ecological economics and animal law. In this sense, beyond racism, sexism 
and other forms of exclusion, a new livelihood needs to be exempt of speciesism, that is, other 
non-human animals also must be their rights to have a good life respected. This is not will possible 
if human beings have no limits in economy.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 2

Title: Degrowth visions

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Nicholas Anastasopoulos

ABSTRACT: 
An inquiry about the future of the cities within a degrowth discourse raises fundamental questions 
in an architectural and urban studies context about both “form” and “content”, yet remains curiously 
under-theorized. This is a hypothesis, yet a reasonable one, that degrowth wouldn't be “designed” 
from scratch. It would appear as the adoption of reuse and remodeling principles to be applied to 
already existing buildings, infrastructure, neighborhoods, or entire cities. Still, a worrying question 
exists, and it has to do with an ontological problem of the very notion of 21st-century urbanization 
processes, the concept of what a city is, and of global politics. The Oslo ArchitectureTriennale last 
year attempted to tackle for the first time such questions, linking architecture with a degrowth 
discourse. Yet, the vision it offered was either not convincing, or there was no vision to discuss. But 
there is already much happening within architecture and urban planning that goes under the radar 
of degrowth and vice versa, and there may be several already existing threads of practices that 
recall the degrowth debate except that they operate under a different theoretical umbrella. This 
paper raises the question about what a city might look like based on visions and examples that 
architects, theorists, and planners have studied, and whether every city can be adaptable so as to 
accommodate living, based on degrowth principles. It attempts to analyze some of the 
discrepancies between theory and practice and to draw from historical examples that may begin 
forming a degrowth architect’s corpus.
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Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Degrowth, Globalisation and the Climate Emergency

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Jonathan Essex

ABSTRACT: 
This session(s) will explore how the Climate Emergency must change the DNA of the Global 
Economy. This will include: How industry and infrastructure can go zero carbon. Some industrial 
processes, and new construction and products created, are really hard to decarbonise. For 
example, zero carbon production of new steel and concrete is not possible at the scale these are 
used - yet these define how we live. What Drives Globalisation. Globalisation makes things bigger. 
Urbanisation and new infrastructure requires a massive scale of industrial production (for 
construction). Increasing the scale of everything man-made locks in greater consumption and 
locks-out opportunities to decarbonise and localise economies. Trade must Change. Trade links 
production to consumption. Increasing the scale of production globally (specialisation) and 
consumption (in what we build and what we buy) increases the scale and distance goods traded. 
Trade is growing faster than overall economic growth, and decarbonising slower than countries. 
The carbon emissions of transport, including trade, are growing fastest yet international aviation 
and shipping are excluded from the Paris Climate Agreement. We will explore: - How best to limit 
capital investment and trade to that which deals with, rather than frustrates, global action on 
climate change - What about advertising and behaviour change, like-for-like trade and self-
sufficiency? This will share new research from the Green European Foundation in Ireland, the UK 
and the Netherlands. Collaboration are inputs are warmly welcomed.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title: Dense, clean and safe? Understanding public health challenges in 
dense urban neighbourhoods in the Global South

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Deljana Iossifova, Youcao Ren, Yahya Gamal

ABSTRACT: 
The ongoing virus pandemic has killed thousands of urban residents in a vast number of countries 
around the world. Whilst many urban residents in developed housing and formal living conditions 
have a series of tools available to them to protect themselves and others from infection – such as 
self-isolation – the fate of the majority of the world’s urban population, who live under informal, 
dense and make-shift conditions, often without access to formal sanitation services, appears 
unclear. This paper is concerned with the analysis of possible transmission pathways and disease 
spread in formal and informal settlement types, drawing on examples in China, India, Egypt and 
Ghana. We explore droplets, aerosols and faecal-oral transmission pathways for different types of 
sanitation practice, including open defecation and the use of service-based and water-borne 
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sanitation infrastructure. Whilst new-built compounds in developing countries may well be fitted 
with flush toilets that link to municipal sewage systems, countless older neighbourhoods essentially 
rely on service-based sanitation or make-shift infrastructures that hardly ever meet expectations 
when it comes to the safe and appropriate disposal of human waste. Compounded with the 
enormous densities encountered in older (and poorer) neighbourhoods, it is obvious that these can 
easily turn into breeding grounds for any kind of disease, exposing their residents to greater risks. 
The paper presents potential transmission risk sites in such neighbourhoods and argues for the 
design, implementation and maintenance of infrastructures that go beyond the objective of 
economic development to support public health agendas.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Designing alternatives: Sketching the outlines of a degrowth-town

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Markus Spuhler and Sofia Getzin

ABSTRACT: 
The degrowth discourse has identified basic concepts for an economic, political and social life 
which aspire to revoke the social and ecological problems caused by endless economic growth. 
Numerous real-world experiments already try to establish degrowth concepts in practice. Although 
worldwide networks exist, in practice such alternatives are often rather isolated and surrounded by 
a persistent growth-driven economic environment. They have to interfere a lot with unsustainable 
structures. For example, in their daily life the activists in such initiatives have to buy goods and 
services from a non degrowth-economy. In this session we would like to discuss the potential of an 
economically and geographically coherent experimental “degrowth town”, were the most important 
economic and social processes could be covered in a non-growth-driven, sustainable way. Such a 
town could serve as a real-world experiment to test and further develop the existing concepts. 
Further more - in line with the conference theme - it could serve as an example for an alternative 
economy in times of ecological and political crisis and thus enhance the transformation process 
towards a sustainable society. In this session we want to discuss the following questions: -What 
could the concept-outlines for a “degrowth-town” with about 10.000 people look like? -How can we 
achieve the maximal possible independence from unsustainable structures and maximal possible 
freedom to design such a place? -How do we organize best to build such a place?

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Development, economic growth, and species endangerment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Joeri Sol

ABSTRACT: 
The heightened rate of global biodiversity loss is both alarming and well documented. Some of its 
drivers are clear (e.g., habitat loss, harvesting, climate change), however there remains debate 
about how income growth contributes to biodiversity loss. While most theories have environmental 
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damage increase with income at early stage of development, the Environmental Kuznets Curve 
posits that economic growth may reduce environmental damage once a certain threshold level of 
wealth is reached. Some early empirical explorations that related biodiversity loss to income have 
been encouraging of such beneficial income effects for biodiversity loss, but more recent studies 
cast doubt over these earlier findings. This paper explores how socioeconomic variables relate to 
regional variation in the endangerment and population trends of small-ranged species using the 
IUNC Red List of Threatened Species assessments of 3,508 species. Here we show that there is 
no indication of an Environmental Kuznets Curve for biodiversity loss, rather GDP per capita is 
negatively associated with both species endangerment and decreasing population trends. The 
focus on small ranged species gives a subset of species that is relatively more endangered that 
the IUCN population. Arguably, this focus minimizes regional spillover effects and studies a subset 
of species for which regional policy may be particularly important. The findings suggest that 
poverty is more harmful than affluence for biodiversity of small ranged species. Consequently, 
policies aimed a poverty alleviation may have the potential to halt biodiversity loss simultaneously.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Digital degrowth – degrow digitalisation?

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Stefanie Kunkel

ABSTRACT: 
Technology is controversial, not least in the debate around degrowth. The digital transformation is 
now a much discussed sub-theme of technological change. The digital transformation can be 
considered as the socio-technical transformation induced by the development and application of 
digital technologies in all realms of society. Some argue that there is potential around digital 
technologies, if developed and applied in a directed manner, to contribute to degrowth 
developments, e.g. as a facilitator of small scale manufacturing close to or even by the consumer. 
Others emphasise digitalisation’s inherent characteristic of accelerating growth within non-
sustainable economic models. In our session we would like to present a perspective article on 
digitalisation’s role in what the UN SDG refer to as “sustainable industrialisation”. In the article we 
argue that both the techno-centric “green growth” as well as the technology critical degrowth 
perspectives need to be combined in order to foster a system-questioning form of digitalisation 
challenging existing unsustainable forms of digitalisation in organisation and production. Following 
our input, we are interested in developing a vision together with the participants of the session on 
a) the characteristics of system-questioning digitalisation and b) potential avenues to get from 
present unsustainable patterns of digitalisation to system-questioning patterns of digitalisation. 
Examples of other forms of organisation of digitalisation could be, among others, sustainable digital 
entrepreneurship, platform cooperatives, prosumers, commons-based peer production, sharing 
economy approaches). We will structure the discussion using a gamestorming approach called 
“Storyboard” adapted to the online format. Depending on the size of the group, participants are 
divided into groups of two to four people. Participants are then asked to develop a positive story 
about how the digital transformation could proliferate (or push back) certain forms of economic 
organisation and production in the future. Starting from “ideal futures” agreed upon within the 
groups the steps to get to that future will be developed and depicted visually on a shared online 
whiteboard as a sequence of scenes. The time frame for this task is between 25 and 35 minutes 
(but can be shortened depending on the participants’ interests). In the following, each group tells 
their story to the other groups. The other groups summarise what they find inspiring or new about 
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the story. To conclude, practical next steps will be discussed to transfer ideas into reality. The 
overall aim of the session is to develop shared understandings of opportunities and risks of digital 
technologies and lay out options to mitigate negative and foster positive developments in the 
context of organisation and production in the degrowth society.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title: Disclosing Agency for Ontological Emancipation: a conversation 
with the work of Arturo Escobar

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Oliver Garcia Vargas

ABSTRACT: 
This paper develops an experiential reflection from a phenomenological approach to the study of 
crises. It reflects upon personal stories that converged in moment of introspection as a way of 
approaching the study of a convergence of global crises. Following Arturo Escobar, this 
convergence has a core source: modernity, ingrained in a tradition that gives shape to our 
behaviour and aspirations. The convergence of crises might be understood in ontological terms, 
manifesting both globally and locally, in the planet and in our own ‘selves’. Since it is an ontological 
crisis, an ontological emancipation is vowed. Such emancipation should orient the opening of a 
new space of possibilities. The role of agency in this process is proposed to have key roots in a re-
understanding on language and ‘reality’. Finally, it is argued that ontological emancipation is a 
process of healing in local and global terms, therefore, sustainability is a natural result.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title: Do people think they have enough? A subjective financial 
sufficiency assessment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Damaris Castro

ABSTRACT: 
To achieve environmental sustainability, two fundamental strategies can be identified using the I-
PAT equation: efficiency and sufficiency. While the first strategy focuses on the technology factor, 
the latter envisions lower average consumption levels by targeting the affluence factor. An 
increasing amount of literature highlights the importance of the more controversial sufficiency 
strategy as complementary to the widely established efficiency strategy if the pursuit of 
environmental goals is to be taken seriously (Hickel & Kallis, 2019; Jackson & Victor, 2019; 
Wiedmann, 2020). Despite the importance of the sufficiency strategy, little is known about whether 
and to what degree people actually experience this notion of sufficiency. We aim to come across 
this need by measuring and exploring the individual level of subjective sufficiency experienced in 
the contemporary society, using data from a large-scale survey that has been conducted in 
Flanders, Belgium in two waves (April and November 2020). We approach the matter of subjective 
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sufficiency from a financial viewpoint using two perspectives with consequent constructs: on the 
one hand, we investigate how much is considered to be enough (sufficiency level or SL) and on the 
other hand, we analyze to what degree people think they have enough (sufficiency evaluation or 
SE). The first construct (SL) is measured by means of the Income Evaluation Question (Van Praag 
& Ferrer-i-Carbonell, 2004). This question asks respondents to give six levels of personal monthly 
income, each corresponding to a welfare level: ‘Given your current situation, which personal 
monthly income (in €) would you consider to be: very bad, bad, insufficient, sufficient, good and 
very good?’. The SL is then defined as the income level which has been quoted at the sufficient 
welfare level. The second construct (SE) is measured both directly and indirectly leading to two 
sub-constructs. First, the direct sufficiency evaluation (DSE) is measured with the question 
‘Indicate what fits best: I consider my personal monthly income to be…’ and provides six discrete 
response options ranging from 'very bad' to 'very good'. Second, the indirect sufficiency evaluation 
(ISE) builds on the first construct: it entails a self-evaluation with respect to one’s individual norm. It 
is defined as the ratio of one’s SL to one’s personal monthly income (in €). Consequently, a 
respondent with an ISE value larger than one can be considered to indirectly evaluate his or her 
financial situation as being (at least) sufficient. Subsequently, the analysis of the three sufficiency 
constructs is performed in two steps: after mapping each of the constructs by discussing their 
descriptive statistics, we explore and compare their respective determinants by means of 
regression analyses. More specifically we look into the effect of two financial characteristics 
(personal monthly income and home ownership) and two personal values (materialism and 
environmental self-identity). We find that there is substantial variation as to how much is financially 
considered to be enough: values for the SL range from 650 to 11000 euros. The mean level is 
equal to 1977 euros and over 60% of respondents quotes an SL between 1500 and 2300 euros. 
Regarding the evaluation constructs, we find that the majority experiences financial sufficiency: 
according to the DSE and ISE, respectively 81.5% and 62.5% of respondents consider their 
personal monthly income to be at least sufficient. Our results for the regression analyses further 
suggest that personal monthly income and materialism are key determinants for all sufficiency 
constructs. While having a higher income on average is associated with both a higher SL and a 
higher SE, being more materialistic on average is associated with a higher SL and a lower SE. On 
the other hand, home ownership and environmental self-identity seem to have little to no effect on 
any of the sufficiency constructs.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Don't Bite the Hand That Feeds You

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Thomas Kopp

ABSTRACT: 
Abstract: This paper examines the extent to which the presence of food pantries (“Tafeln”) diverts 
food sales from retail grocers. Contrary to the belief that hunger-relief programs serve exclusively 
as emergency assistance to meet households' temporary food needs, a growing population 
regularly relies on these services. However, there is little empirical research that examines just how 
individuals factor hunger-relief programs into their planning horizons, whether the presence of 
these organizations diverts sales from grocers, and how that affects food retailers' profits and 
therefore the sustainability of these systems. Using data on the location of food pantries and 
annual sales volume from retail grocers in Arizona, we measure the statistical relationships 
between food pantry density and retail grocers' annual sales volume. Results indicate that food 
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pantry presence does not significantly affect retailers' revenues, suggesting that food pantries and 
food retailers do not directly compete for market share and therefore the system of food banks 
effectively reduce the amount of food-loss without unintended consequences. Don't Bite the Hand 
That Feeds You: The Cannibalization of Food Pantries on Grocery Retailers As the demand for 
labour in industries previously dominated by the rural workforce, like agriculture, manufacturing, 
and mining, continues to fall, it becomes increasingly important to find ways to improve the quality 
of life for the rural population. Especially after the Great Recession (the period between 2007 and 
2010), the stress placed on rural economies left many regions unable to return to a state of 
economic prosperity (Thiede and Monnat, 2016). In lieu of these surmounting setbacks, the plan to 
achieve a higher quality of life would require increasing economic opportunities for rural 
households through improvements in educational opportunities, infrastructure (e.g., improved 
roadways and internet access), and access to health services. Beyond these basic requirements, 
improving access to nutritious and affordable foods would also be required to alleviate the strain 
placed on individuals in the face of economic distress. One sector that serves a fundamental role in 
helping food-insecure households meet their food needs are hunger-relief agencies, in particular 
food banks and the food pantries they operate. Though there may be a perception that food 
pantries function as temporary assistance, the existing literature suggests that, in reality, necessary 
trade-offs make them a regular fixture in the lives of many individuals (Bazerghi et al., 2016). For 
example, in Arizona, nearly 20% of households rely on regular food distributions from Feeding 
America network food banks (Mills et al., 2014). Additionally, a Feeding America study found that 
many food pantry clients depend on this assistance in order to cover other major and recurring 
costs, like rent and medical bills (Weinfield et al., 2014). As the role of hunger-relief organizations 
seemingly continues to evolve from a temporary to long- term solution for addressing food 
insecurity in the United States, it is imperative to study their economic impact, particularly how their 
presence interacts with the local food retail environment. In a recent study, Thompson et al. (2019) 
discuss the importance of considering all types of food outlets, not strictly supermarkets, in a 
household's local food environment, especially for those living in areas marked by poor food 
access and with high rates of food insecurity. This includes failing to consider “third-sector" 
businesses, which include food pantries. For low-income households, third- sector businesses 
could account for a higher percentage of their at-home food purchases or acquisitions and, 
therefore, could threaten market shares for retail grocers in areas where low-income households 
are most dense. However, as Thompson et al. (2019) stipulate, there are underlying differences in 
managerial decision-making between the for-profit retailer and the non-profit food aid outlet, 
suggesting that these outlets are not necessarily direct competitors. Moreover, there is evidence 
that retail grocers and food pantries could serve complementary roles, as food pantries capture the 
portion of market demand that would otherwise shop at the food retailer, i.e., the residual demand. 
Acknowledging these differences yields interest in uncovering potential unintended consequences 
of emergency food aid on the economic interests of food retailers which might reduce their 
incentives to keep providing the pantries with food. In this study, we examine the question of 
whether the presence of food pantries diverts food sales from retail grocers. We contribute to the 
line of literature that explains the extent to which the food environment, beyond supermarket 
access, serves (or does not serve) food-insecure households. The decision-making process of 
grocery retailers is whether there is an economic incentive to serve as the suppliers of leftover 
(non-purchased) food to food pantries. There are circumstances in which it is profitable for retailers 
to donate food, and how much, to food pantries. We frame the retailer's decision in this way 
because the food pantry's supplier is the retail grocer. The benefit of donating food to the pantry is 
that the retailer does not need to pay for disposing unsold food items. However, it may come at the 
cost of losing some customers to the pantry. Going further, there is a potential common goods 
problem in an oligopolistic environment; specifically, donating food relieves retailers of food waste 
disposal fees represents a private benefit to that individual retailer, but might reduce aggregate 
residual demand that disadvantages all retailers in the area. Thy hypothesis to be tested is that 
food pantry presence negatively affects food retailer revenues, though it remains possible that 
donating food to food pantries is profitable for retail grocers in the long-run due to the savings 
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garnered by avoiding food- waste disposal fees. The second hypothesis is that food pantries 
benefit from being located closer to a higher density of food retailers, as they benefit from a market 
failure vis-à-vis unsold, surplus food from nearby food retailers. We use a combination of publicly 
available data on the location of food pantries and privately accessible data, namely Nielsen's 
TDLinx Store Characteristics dataset. This data is used to map grocery retail establishments and 
provides annual store-level sales volume. Combining both datasets allows us to measure the 
statistical relationships between food bank density and annual sales at grocery retailers. To test for 
the common good issue, we estimate the effect of the number of food retailers in a given area (i.e., 
food retailer density or distance to the closest \other" retailer) on the quantity of food that retailers 
donate. The data required to test our hypotheses are compiled from multiple sources: (1) Nielsen's 
TDLinx Store Characteristics Database, (2) an exhaustive list of active food pantry locations in 
Arizona, (3) demographic characteristics from the American Community Survey (ACS) five-year 
estimates of the U.S. Census for years 2013-2017, and (4) the USDA Rural-Urban Continuum 
Code (RUCC). Grocery store locations in Arizona are identified using Nielsen's TDLinx Store 
Characteristics datafor the year 2019. Each entry (store-level) includes the name of the store, the 
store format, annual sales volume, sales area (square footage), the number of stores within the 
chain that owns the store, as well as detailed geographic information on the store's address. What 
follows from our theoretical model is store-level sales, R, thus annual sales volume will serve as 
the preferred measure for our dependent variable. We follow Cakir et al. (2019) to classify retail 
grocers into one of three categories: independent stores, small (local) chains, and large (national) 
chains and construct binary variables that serve as control variables. We constructed an 
exhaustive list of food pantry locations in Arizona. All food pantries were active as of the summer of 
2019. The dataset was compiled using multiple online resources, including the Association of 
Arizona Food Banks' database of food relief organizations, the websites of Feeding America-
affliated food banks, and a list of The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) locations provided by the Arizona Department of 
Economic Security. These lists provide street addresses of food bank, food pantry, and food relief 
organization sites, as well as often specifying the types of services offered. To measure our 
variable of interest, the distance between grocery locations and food pantry, we use the 
geoprocessing tool, ‘Near’, part of the ‘ArcToolbox’ package in ‘ArcMap’. The distance is calculated 
as the Euclidean distance between each food retailer and the closest food pantry location. We find 
that the revenues of food retailers are not significantly affected by the presence of food pantries in 
their vicinity. This indicates that the households who rely on food donations would not shop at food 
retailers in the absence of food pantries, most likely due to income constraints. That means that 
the food banks are primarily used by households who would not shop for groceries in grocers in 
the absence of food pantries. This suggests that food pantries do not cannibalize on the grocers on 
whom they rely in the first place. The results of this study imply that encouraging participation in 
federally funded food assistance programs among eligible, but not currently participating, food 
pantry clients would not necessarily decrease revenue for grocers, but would decrease food 
insecurity.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Eco-cultural aspects of Degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Milica Kocovic De Santo

ABSTRACT: 
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This paper points to the fundamental importance of the Degrowth as a critical (cultural, 
environmental, economic, social, energetic) analytical and practical tool, besides everything else; it 
is a keyword from the economic-cultural Latousche point of view. Seen as such, Degrowth, by 
capturing multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary points with care and attention, calls us to follow the 
sense and meaning by asking the basic existentialist questions. Degrowth and decolonisation are 
about understanding challenges as a prerequisite for (radical needed) change. To capture all the 
fragile, tiny but important inter-relations relevant for the future imaginaries, I involve comparisons 
between decolonisation and Degrowth struggles. The central hypothesis is that both are (Degrowth 
and Decolonization) strongly influenced, specified, and even launched and transmitted from the 
field of culture, carried on values. It is possible to recognise common invaders and allies by 
conducted critical discourse analysis and (historic) dialectic approaches. Degrowth seeks life and 
vitality out of the comfort zones, as the answer to the colonial heritage, which exists in modern 
non-fair economies, brought many inequalities and injustice. Decolonisation of colonial mentality is 
the change of the path of those in hegemonic disadvantage, historically - Global South and 
periphery. Degrowth capturing the promise to deal with and solve the challenges of highly speeded 
inequality, non-fair allocation and distribution, has brought new forms of social, cultural, and 
economical, even environmental gaps. Still, the logic lies in the crisis of capital ownership as a 
colonial heritage. The need to decolonise the logic on organisational design logic means the work 
of practical Degrowth. Inequality is not going to be solved by staying and existing in the system 
based on inequality, but through dialectical critique and the imaginaries of alternative forms such 
as new forms of self-management platform cooperatives, new communities etc.).

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Eco-social Mobilization? The case of the Right to Energy for All 
Europeans coalition

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Matteo Mandelli

ABSTRACT: 
This paper explores the potential for the European Union (EU) to promote synergies between 
environmental and social policy goals, thus to implement an ‘eco-social agenda’. We consider 
three EU overarching Strategies – Europe 2020, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(ASD) and the European Green Deal (EGD) – in order to identify i) the approach followed within 
these strategies in order to link and create synergies between these policy domains, and ii) the 
governance arrangements set-up to coordinate the actors involved. From a methodological point of 
view, this paper relies upon qualitative research methods. We draw three main conclusions. First, 
an EU eco-social agenda already exists and its aim is to establish a pattern of ‘sustainable 
development’ within the EU. Nevertheless, in concrete terms, the EU is following a ‘green growth’ 
approach that, while trying to conciliate environmental, social and economic objectives, prioritizes 
the latter (i.e., the pursuit of growth and competitiveness). Second, intra and inter-institutional eco-
social coordination is rather ad-hoc. Hence, it concerns specific initiatives and pieces of legislation 
(mainly via impact assessment exercises). The same applies, to a large extent, to coordination with 
societal stakeholders. Finally, the emphasis on the issue of ‘just transition’ has considerably grown 
over time and the most recent initiatives (the EGD and the ASD) may pave the way for a more 
comprehensive eco-social approach. However, it is still too early to assess whether these 
developments, by relying on and somehow incorporating the ‘just transition’ discourse, can actually 
lead to better rebalancing eco-social and economic objectives.
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Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: Ecological and holistic educational practices for local 
sustainability

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Atila Calvente and Xalli Zúñiga

ABSTRACT: 
This abstract aims to encourage and make explicit the intended connection between non-formal 
holistic/ecological educational practices integrated to school vegetable gardens. The cultivation of 
school vegetable gardens can amplify reflexivity as a collective and cooperative act for 
communication and multiple dialogues, care for human beings, nature, agriculture as art and a 
further path on academic experiences and diverse knowledge. This approach motivates a joint 
attention of the teacher and student, the conception of ideas over, local/global 
historical/cultural/environmental processes of social exclusion, and the unsustainable exploitation 
of natural resources. It is a responsibility and a top priority to address issues related to education in 
creating opportunities for abstract thinking, ‘learning by doing’, self-transformation, autonomy and 
social emancipation. Education will always have in one of its aspects the struggle against 
hegemonic forms of colonial economic power, and the objectification of the human being, the 
destruction of natural potentialities in large scale homogeneous production processes for profits. In 
these arenas onto-epistemological disciplinary separations are not fit or feasible nor a 
theoretical/methodological basis for interpretation of specific historical-cultural processes. Action-
research and reflexivity must be oriented through aesthetic involvement and engagement that 
directs collective action, social participation and care practices to: a) dismantle the modes of 
domination that perpetuate social inequalities, colonialism within capitalist patriarchy, and, b) 
restore dignified ways of life in harmony with our local/global environment. This can be 
accomplished through increased awareness and mobilization on the part of involved youth with the 
socioenvironmental problems of their communities, and the perception that by doing so they 
contribute to the decolonization of their relations from local to global. School gardens represent a 
first step in broader efforts to revert environmental degradation, malnutrition and poverty. In this 
way educators can dialogue with forms of intervention in the world, of a practice (praxis) for social 
emancipation, as defended in Paulo Freire's works and looking for structural changes in society. 
Non-formal educational practices can serve to problematize and reflect on traditional education, 
which in general is configured in rigid 'top-down' parameters and curricula.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Ecological Law and Degrowth: Emerging Themes

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Geoff Garver

ABSTRACT: 
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This 90 minute session will help familiarize the international degrowth and ecological economics 
communities with key themes in ecological law, an emerging field that aims to give coherence to 
legal concepts that align with degrowth and ecological economics. An international panel will 
provide insights from their ecological law research and practice (10-15 minutes each), followed by 
small group discussions on how ecological law can enhance degrowth. The panelists are engaged 
in research with the Leadership for the Ecozoic (L4E) partnership of McGill University and the 
University of Vermont (l4ecozoic.org) and the Ecological Law and Governance Association (ELGA)
(elgaworld.org). Both L4E and ELGA seek to reorient law and governance toward a mutually 
enhancing human-Earth relationship, with a more ecocentric orientation and rigorous reliance on 
science, systems-based approaches, traditional knowledge and connection to place. Building 
alternative livelihoods in times of political and ecological crisis resonates strongly with their 
missions. Dr. Geoffrey Garver (McGill University, ELGA steering committee), who coordinates L4E 
law and governance research, will give an overview of emerging themes and developments in 
ecological law that resonate with degrowth and the conference theme. Dr. Michelle Maloney 
(Griffith University and Australia Earth Laws Alliance, ELGA Steering Committee) will talk about 
“New governance models for a post-growth world” which will examine the types of regulatory tools 
that can be used to support degrowth, and build bioregional localisation. McGill/L4E PhD candidate 
Shaun Sellers will talk on the topic “Transforming Global Trade Governance for a Post-Growth 
World.” McGill/L4E PhD candidate Iván Darío Vargas Roncancio will talk about “Indigenous Legal 
Traditions and Forest Legalities: Linking human and nonhuman modes of legal thought.”

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Ecological-economic modeling of pollination complexity and 
pesticide use in agricultural crops

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Georgios Kleftodimos

ABSTRACT: 
Recent years have witnessed a substantial decline of both managed and wild bees in Europe due 
to the increase of pesticides use. Hence, many European agricultural systems depend on the 
buy/rental of managed bees in order to maintain sufficient levels of pollination services. However, 
this substitution of wild bees by managed ones apart from costly may be also ineffective as 
managed bees are not perfect substitutes for wild ones. In fact, a plethora of ecological studies 
showed that the presence of both bee species in the field and their complementarity effect 
generates an enhanced pollination activity which optimizes production. This study tries to evaluate 
this effect by developing an analytical ecological-economic model displaying farmer’s decisions 
between two agricultural inputs, pollination services and pesticides. Our results highlight that the 
economic value of this complementarity may offer to farmers an alternative optimum management 
strategy. This strategy lies on the production range where managed bees are working together with 
wild ones, offering an enhanced pollination to the crop production. Moreover, we showed that the 
adoption of a less toxic pesticide or better application methods by the farmers should increase the 
wild bees’ productivity and consequently, the total economic value of pollinators.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6
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Title: Economic and energy efficiency of daylight saving time (DST) 
policy in comparison with market-based solution

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Valny Giacomelli Sobrinho

ABSTRACT: 
The aim of this article is to compare energy cost and savings resulting from a market instrument 
like the ETS with those achieved by a command-and-control policy such as the DST (Daylight 
Saving Time) on a case of Brazil and EU. DST has been used since the First World War in the US, 
Europe and other countries around the world. These practices are based on the reasonable 
assumption on saving energy according to different conditions of daily light during summer and 
wintertime. Saving energy means also reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. From this 
perspective this command-and-control system has been used to address both strategic goals of 
the present – solving climate changes in accordance with Paris Agreement (2018) and with energy 
efficiency. The daylight saving time mechanism (DST) started to be the aim of critical discussion 
mainly because of its influence upon health conditions and upon the real amount of energy 
savings. It has been reported that heart attacks may occur often because of the stress from 
starting a new work week and from changes in people’s sleep-wake cycle. Many studies have 
found that turning the clocks an hour forward increased energy use rather than energy 
conservation. The situation described above reflects in political solution in the EU or other states 
like Brazil to end daylight saving time. Do we have any other more effective solution to replace the 
old command-and-control DST system? Market-based mechanism of ETS (emission or electricity 
trade system) seems to be this right one.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: Economic Valuation for Rectificatory Justice: A Critical Appraisal 
based on the Oil Spill at Gencelli Bay, Aliaga, Izmir, Turkey

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Beste Gün Aslan

ABSTRACT: 
On August 29, 2018, an oil spill reached to the shores Gencelli Bay, in Foça district, Izmir, a small 
scenic town where people’s livelihood depends mainly on tourism and fishery and home to 
environmentally protected areas with high ecosystem value. Later, the source of the spill was 
detected to be a ship en route to the ship-breaking yards in Aliağa district, one of the largest and 
oldest heavy industrial development zones in Turkey, with various toxic industries such as smelting 
plants, oil refineries, and chemical facilities. The ship soon was charged with an “on paper” 
administrative fine and the cleaning costs, deposited directly to the state, but far from representing 
the real costs of the oil spill. Four months after the oil spill, the lawsuit for the detection of costs and 
damages, which brought to court by the residents of Yeni Foça and Izmir Bar Association, is 
concluded and it became possible for the residents to file a claim for compensation, yet no one did. 
In this context, based on an extensive desktop research and several in-depth interviews and focus 
groups with local stakeholders, this study first aims to investigate to what extent this administrative 
fine addresses the real costs and resulting socio-environmental injustices, and satisfies the 
conditions for rectificatory justice, by conducting an economic valuation of the damaged ecosystem 
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services using IPBES’s NCP (Nature’s Contributions to People) approach. Second, it attempts to 
identify the institutional preconditions¾either value articulating or political¾ such as trust, rule of 
law, free speech etc., for such a valuation exercise becomes relevant for reaching just outcomes. 
The fact that neither residents nor the people who involve in economic activities dependent upon 
the ecosystem services of the marine environment do not take legal action for compensation while 
they complain about their losses in both quantitative and qualitative terms during in-depth 
interviews demonstrates that a reconsideration is required for the ways to operationalize 
rectificatory justice. The reasons why they do not take legal action are found out to be the lack of 
means to express their losses (in terms of quantitative and qualitative scales) and the lack of trust 
to legal instiutions.The results suggest that real costs exceed the administrative fine even with 
conservative economic calculation assumptions, and that social and political institutions are central 
for an economic valuation to make sense for reaching rectificatory justice.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: Ecosystem people, livelihoods and sustainability DOUBLE 
SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Rajeswari Raina

ABSTRACT: 
In India, and many other developing countries, environmental activists are labelled anti-national! 
The anti-environmentalism of the state and of certain population groups is a cause for concern. It is 
not just because some people dependent on the environment (ecosystem people) are pitted 
against others who stand to gain from the economic growth and development outcomes to which 
their environment will be ‘used’. The concern is that there is a pre-emptive politics that the latter, 
with the support of the state, have become adept at.

The papers in this panel discuss conflicts and protests following the Western Ghats Ecology 
Experts Panel (WGEEP), development infrastructure in a delta supported by experts and 
communities and by the state’s schemes in a grassland ecosystem, the hard won Forest Rights Act 
(FRA) used by the state to evict millions of tribals from forests, and farmers protests against new 
rules in the farm sector. The papers discuss the politics and diverse ‘environmentalisms’ 
underpinning these conflicts; the pre-emptive politics that creates and institutionalizes the norms 
and processes of knowledge and decision making in environmental regulation, and in energy 
transitions in India. This pre-emptive politics builds on the earnestness to address the emergency 
articulated (be it a red revolution if people face hunger and starvation, or climate catastrophe if 
green growth and financial innovations required for the same are not promoted), and is supported 
by the state as it pays required obeisance to economic growth and its demands on the 
environment and ecosystem people. This is how the politics of the environmental state along with 
an articulate middle-class silences the voices of the ecosystem people, say, small scale fisheries in 
a delta, the knowledge and co-evolution of pastoralists with the grasslands. The papers also 
present opportunities for alternatives, a new politics of pre-emption at the sub-national level, 
through promotion of local agro-biodiversity, local cultures, conservation and alternatives in 
agricultural sustainability. These papers unfold the ways in which the growth obsessed state and a 
select group of actors unravel the confluence of ecological sustainability and livelihood 
sustainability of the ecosystem people; the poorest and most vulnerable populations in the country. 
As this pre-emptive politics creates new rules and norms, the vulnerable ecosystem people are 
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forced to re-invent their own institutions or norms, a new pre-emptive politics and decision making 
capacities.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Ecosystem people, livelihoods and sustainability DOUBLE 
SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Rajeswari Raina

ABSTRACT: 
Abstract as per part 1 (session 1220).

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Ecosystem services and COVID-19: People's perception and 
knowledge

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Stefania Tonin

ABSTRACT: 
The growing human impact on ecosystems and biodiversity, combined with climate change, affects 
natural ecosystems and promotes the spread of pathogens, increasing human exposure to such 
risks. The depletion of lagoon ecosystems can be partially attributed to poor territorial-
environmental governance and a lack of sustainable management of natural resources. The 
preservation's positive outcome on the natural heritage of the lagoon is strongly related to how 
people perceive the environment. The recent pandemic crisis taught that environmental 
management through ecosystem services has a significant role in spreading infectious diseases 
but also has the power to reduce environmental pollution and control climate change damages. 
This paper mainly explores people's environmental attitudes and perceptions along with their 
motivations in attributing an economic value to the protection and improvement of ecosystem 
services (ES) of the Venice lagoon in the Adriatic Sea in Italy. Data were collected from a sample of 
over 500 respondents residing in the Veneto Region. The questionnaire was administered in 
January 2021 using CAWI interviews and had two main objectives: first, to investigate people's 
environmental preferences and attitudes towards providing key ecosystem services in the Venice 
lagoon. Second, to explore the importance of the environmental quality of the Venice Lagoon in 
providing crucial natural resources necessary to ensure the continuity of some economic activities 
that depend on ES. The authors also explored people's perceptions towards any possible 
relationship between the loss of ecosystem services and the increased probability of spreading 
diseases such as coronavirus. Adopting the New Ecological Paradigm (NEP) method, the survey 
further investigated people's opinions and attitudes towards many other environmental issues. It 
consists of submitting fifteen items related to some issues such as limits to growth, anti-
anthropocentrism, the fragility of nature's balance, the possibility of an eco-crisis, and more. The 
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NEP scale was developed in the late 1970s by Dunlap and Van Liere (1978) and modified in the 
2000s (Dunlap et al., 2000). This method has been usually applied as an instrument for a prompt 
evaluation of environmental values and beliefs. In this paper, the NEP questions were investigated 
using the Principal Components Analysis (PCA). The items with the highest mean scores on the 
NEP scale, i.e., those with which participants strongly agreed, are 4.24 (humans are severely 
abusing the environment), 4.07 (despite our special abilities, humans are still subject to the laws of 
nature), 4.06 (the balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset). According to the percentage 
frequency distribution of responses on the NEP scale, it can be concluded that participants tend to 
have a high level of environmental concern on most scale issues. Overall, the results show that 
people recognize a link between the ecosystems health and the spread of disease. Approximately 
75% of the sample considers quite probable that the worsening quality of ecosystems, e.g., lagoon 
ecosystem, could be a forcing factor in the occurrence of any disease, such as the current 
coronavirus pandemic. Furthermore, people expressed a certain awareness and recognized the 
importance of the Venice lagoon in providing a high variety of goods and ES from which derive, 
directly or indirectly, multiple benefits for humans and territorial development.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Education Beyond Growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Rick White

ABSTRACT: 
This paper synthesises the field of ecological economics with the field of critical educational policy 
research. It does this by exploring how the unfolding ecological crisis might impact the relationship 
between education and economic growth. A relationship which is framed through the concept of 
human capital. The exploration is situated in the geographical context of Gippsland, a regional area 
in South-East Victoria, Australia. Gippsland is notable for its rich natural resources, including 
diverse forests from which hardwood timber species are harvested, fertile soil for agriculture, and 
significant deposits of fossil fuels, including brown coal, that are extracted to fuel the local power 
stations that produce most of Victoria’s electricity. The extraction and consumption of these natural 
resources plays a critical role in the history, structure, and stability of the region’s economy. These 
abundant natural riches also make the region particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change, such as the threats posed by the increased frequency and intensity of droughts and 
bushfire activity. As local and international efforts to address these effects grow, the economic 
impact of this industrial transformation is likely to pose a significant challenge to the local 
economies of the region, with potentially severe socio-economic consequences if inadequately 
managed. Consequently, there are competing needs within the region to both transform and 
protect these communities against the worst effects of climate change, and to secure local 
livelihoods and the economic future of these communities. This project draws upon existing 
literature, and the researcher’s experience as a primary school teacher in the region, to argue that 
endless demands from policymakers for schools to continuously improve their delivery of job 
relevant skills, and a disproportionate emphasis upon the assessment and enhancement of literacy 
and numeracy outcomes, is partially a consequence of Victoria’s educational policy being shaped 
by economic growth theory in recent decades. The researcher queries this approach given that 
ecological economists have argued that there is no empirical basis for thinking that economic 
growth is compatible with the objective of limiting global warming to 1.5C. Then, the researcher 
unfolds the consequences of this position for the current strategic orientation of Victoria’s 
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educational system. It is argued that if economic growth is not sustainable, then the idea that 
Victoria’s educational system should be structured around the activation of economic growth, or 
guided by human capital and economic growth theory more generally, is in need of careful re-
examination given the scale and urgency of our global ecological crisis.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Empirical Insights about Sustainable Welfare and Eco-social 
Policies I

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Christine Corlet Walker

ABSTRACT: 
This session will present empirical contributions to the question of how we can design sustainable 
welfare policies that take an integrated approach to problems of social justice and ecological 
sustainability. The concept of ‘Sustainable Welfare’ deals with the satisfaction of human needs 
within planetary limits, at local, national and global levels, with an inter-generational perspective. It 
envisions potentially far-reaching transformations of current socio-economic institutions and 
arrangements in rich countries. This includes the construction of alternative livelihoods through a 
range of eco-social policies that seek to reconcile issues of social justice with environmental 
protection. The two issues are fundamentally interconnected, with the causes and consequences 
of environmental damages being unequally distributed between the poor and the rich. Further, 
green policies such as carbon taxes can, if not carefully designed, result in a disproportionate 
distribution of burdens on the poor. There is a growing interest in policies for a just transition, as for 
example is visible in the European Commission’s proposal for a European Green Deal. However, 
policy responses so far have mainly focused on separate solutions, with welfare state regulation 
and redistribution used to reduce social inequalities on the one hand, and environmental laws and 
taxes introduced to stimulate ecologically sustainable behavior on the other hand. Yet, these 
isolated approaches miss the dual fact that the current growth-dependent welfare practices and 
institutions are not ecologically sustainable, and that environmental politics are often not socially 
just. In response to these challenges, Sustainable Welfare aims to reconcile social policy with 
environmental protection, and to forge an integrated eco-social policy strategy that enables ‘a good 
life’ for all, without exceeding ecological limits. In this academic paper session, we will discuss 
empirical studies looking at eco-social policies, sustainable welfare, the links and interconnections 
between ecological and social attitudes, values and mentalities, and other related topics.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Energy transition, employment and poverty

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Daniele Malerba

ABSTRACT: 
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Energy transitions, employment and poverty Daniele Malerba*, DIE, Bonn, Germany, 
Daniele.Malerba@die-gdi.de Kirsten S. Wiebe, SINTEF, Trondheim, Norway, 
Kirsten.Wiebe@sintef.no * corresponding author Abstract With the European Green Deal's 
principle of taking everyone along, the discussion about unequal impacts of climate policies has 
regained importance. The 'Just Transition Mechanism' focusses especially on Europe's coal 
regions, but it important to also identify other industries, occupations or household groups that 
might be in need of social protection and other cushion measures that offset negative implication of 
climate change response measures. In parallel it is also critical to understand how disadvantaged 
and poorer workers can take advantage of (and be included in) the creation of new and better jobs. 
Dercon (2014) differentiates between four dimensions to assess various climate mitigation and 
‘green growth’ measures and their consequences on poor households, which are especially 
vulnerable during such a big structural transformation. While these dimensions may significantly 
impact poverty, empirical work focusses on the effects of climate change mitigation on economic 
growth. The links between poverty and climate change are (empirically) explored mainly through 
the lenses of climate change adaptation (Hallegatte, Fay, & Barbier, 2018). The exception is the 
recent work on the effect of rising energy prices (e.g. through higher environmental taxes or higher 
costs of renewables; the first dimension outlined above) on the purchasing power of poor 
households (Dorband, Jakob, Kalkuhl, & Steckel, 2019). We aim to fill the gap and explore the 
effects of climate change mitigation policies on the poor through the employment effects of 
structural economy-wide transformation caused by energy transitions. We consider transformation 
on employment by industry and skill level (dimensions 2, 3 and 4) in a set of LMICs and HICs to 
answer the following questions: 1) (How) are the income poorest going to be impacted by the 
labour effects of climate policies? Which sectors are the most crucial? 2) Do social (protection) 
programmes reach the income poor and sectors that will be affected by job losses and 
reallocation? How can these policies be better designed to make climate change mitigation 
inclusive and pro-poor? We base the analyses on existing energy transition (climate change 
mitigation) scenarios estimated using the multi-regional input-output database EXIOBASE (Wiebe, 
Bjelle, Többen, & Wood, 2018). The global energy transition requires wide-reaching changes in the 
economic system; both energy supplying industries are affected as well as renewable energy 
technology producers and their upstream supply chains. These value chains link different 
industries and span across country borders. Models based on multi-regional input-output data are 
able to capture not only direct, but also all indirect effects of such changes in supply chains across 
country borders. We base the analyses on existing climate change mitigation scenarios for 2030 
that provide data on employment by gender and skill level for 163 industries in 44 countries in 5 
regions (Montt et al., 2018). We then match the aforementioned scenarios household survey data 
from the Luxemburg Income Study (LIS) database. The database is the biggest database that 
aggregates and standardises information of income sources, labour and the reach of public 
policies, including social protection (Bradbury, Jäntti, & Lindahl, 2019). Through this matching, we 
end up with a final dataset of 35 countries corresponding to 57% of the global population. In terms 
of sectors, we have standard 21-category ISIC 4; but as many countries have additional more 
detailed national industrial classification we also exploit that additional information where possible. 
The energy transition scenarios (Montt et al., 2018) show that, overall, there is positive global net-
employment effect if the required energy transition is implemented. This is mainly given by the 
labour intensity of electricity generated from renewables, which is higher than that of electricity 
generated from fossil fuels. Our (preliminary) findings also show that employment changes differ 
across countries and industries. The winners and the losers are concentrated in particular sectors 
(and countries). In fact, five sectors represent 93% of the overall job increase: electricity 
generation, construction, wholesale, manufacturing and agriculture. Moreover, the increase will be 
mainly in medium-skilled jobs. What does this mean for poverty? By analysing household data, the 
sectors that will witness a decrease in employment, but also the ones showing higher increase in 
jobs, are also the ones with higher poverty rates. This is mainly due to high informality and low 
productivity (also given by low education levels) of the five sectors mentioned above. These results 
suggest that the employment effects of energy transition may pose a challenge to poverty 
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reduction efforts. To address this potential negative consequence, we analyse the reach of current 
social protection measures (social assistance and insurance policies) and to what extent they 
minimize the negative (and maximize the positive) outcomes of climate change mitigation 
measures on the poor(est) households. We find that the reach of social protection is insufficient, as 
a large and significant share of potentially affected workers do not benefit from them. This is due to 
many factors, such as employment type and informality. For example, in the construction and 
agricultural sectors, a large share of employees are defined as non-regular, meaning that they also 
have less protection and lower wages, experiencing also higher poverty rates on average. In 
conclusion, we find that, in the context of the required energy transition, indirect effects through 
global value chains should be considered when discussing cushioning and social protection 
measures for poor households. Our results corroborate the indications of the European Green New 
Deal and the just transition mechanisms/fund, which aims to “mitigate the adverse effects of the 
climate transition by supporting the most affected territories and workers concerned” by ensuring: 
(i) upskilling and reskilling of workers; (ii) job-search assistance to jobseekers; (iii) active inclusion 
of jobseekers. To speed and make the energy transition inclusive and socially just, social protection 
policies need to be up-scaled and better designed. In fact Only 45 % of the global population are 
effectively covered by at least one social protection benefit; this is especially relevant in LMICs with 
significant underinvestment and coverage gaps in Africa and Asia (ILO, 2017).

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: Energy transitions, Environmentalism and the Making of 
Anthropocene Politics in India

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Rohan D’Souza

ABSTRACT: 
Anxieties about climate change have, unsurprisingly,  urged upon nations the importance of  
making  a shift from their current dependence on fossil-based or ‘dirty’ energy such as oil, gas, and 
coal, towards adopting low-carbon renewables — solar, wind, geothermal, hydro, and even 
nuclear. Many countries have stepped up to the urgency of the moment by making  pledges as 
their  Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) at  the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Paris in December 2015. These pledges are more than wish lists as they 
also  outline pathways for achieving clean energy targets.
These pledges have been framed as technical responses that are to be drawn up by experts and 
to be implemented by governments and their administrations. Unabashedly, a top down version of 
environmentalism. Historically, however, energy transitions have involved social and economic 
ruptures, political violence and the emergence of new ideological claims. 
My presentation will argue that India’s energy transition pledge acknowledges and shapes 
possibilities for  what I term  as ‘Anthropocene Politics’  by creating grounds for pre-emption in  
environmental decision-making and state action ─ dealing with the threats of future crime by 
colonizing the future. While the earlier politics of environmentalism in South Asia argued for 
decentralized community empowered resource management, the pledge visualizes the State as 
being a critical force to conserving future environments under conditions of alarm, security and 
emergency.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8
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Title: Energy, material limitations, and conflicts of a Green New Deal

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Christos Zografos and Gustavo Garcia-López

ABSTRACT: 
Initiatives for a Green New Deal (GND) have recently emerged in a number of countries in the 
global North. The well-documented US initiative by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Senator Ed 
Markey has inspired a number of similar initiatives, such as the EU one. On top of that, various 
activists and academics have developed progressive versions of the idea such as the Green New 
Deal proposal in the United Kingdom for the Labour party or the Green New Deal for Europe.

 Arguably, a policy shift towards a GND is currently among the boldest and most promising 
initiatives at the institutional politics level of countries in the Global North. It goes in the right 
direction of seeking systemic transformation of economies for addressing the climate crisis, in 
tandem with other (e.g. employment) challenges of such a transformation. In the US, the initiative 
represents an admirable effort to produce a much-needed U-turn in the public policy of the world’s 
biggest economy in the midst of government-sponsored climate denialism. However, there are 
different GNDs: the European Green Deal presented by Ursula von der Leyen at the European 
Commission in December was described as a new "growth strategy" (The Guardian, 11 December 
2019), ensuring the need to continue growing Europe's GDP while reducing the environmental 
impact pointing to a strategy of decoupling that has long been contested (Parrique et al., 2019).

 In this line, it is well documented that wholesale transformation of production systems would 
require shifting the costs of such a transformation to places and populations both inside and 
outside the global North. For example, the sourcing of materials necessary for 100% renewables 
economies could require the global production of some metals to grow a dozen times to support 
wind and solar energy production (van Exter et al., 2018). The use of lithium, and cobalt in lithium-
ion batteries necessary for electric vehicles is expected to increase significantly. Under a 100% 
renewables scenario, demand for lithium would increase by 280% and surpass existing reserves 
by 86%; demand for cobalt exceeds current production rates by 2030 (Dominish et al., 2019). 
Cumulated demand is expected to be higher than current estimated number of reserves for at least 
12 minerals (tellurium, indium, tin, silver, gallium, lead, zinc, manganese, nickel, copper, 
molybdenum and cadmium) whilst several other minerals will also require high proportion of 
current reserves (Capellán-Perez et al., 2019). The extraction of minerals to fuel the transition to 
renewables is likely to increase land and water conflicts as the frontier of extraction advances. 
Also, the possibility that the creation of new infrastructure for transporting energy that could in 
some cases also infringe indigenous land rights in the global North cannot be ruled out (e.g. 
Keystone XL pipeline, TAP). The main argument for over-coming supply bottle-necks in a ‘business 
as usual’ growth scenario is recycling. However inappropriate design, complex recovery processes 
and thermodynamic limits point to limits in the capacity of this solution (Valero et al., 2018).

 Cost-shifting is characteristic – indeed internal – to capitalist production as a necessary practice 
for increasing profit margins (Kapp, 1975) and not an unintended externality to address by 
internalising it into the market. Given all these, and the fact that the most prominent versions of the 
GND have been criticised for their failure to take on capitalism, a set of questions for research, 
policy, and environmental politics emerge: 
 - What types of new conflicts could a GND generate? 
 - What places and groups are expected to be most vulnerable to such pressures? 
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 - What lessons could we learn from existing attempts to “green” economies (e.g. wind energy 
conflicts, etc.)? 
 - How (if at all) could “just transition” projects be shaped in ways that minimise or avoid cost-
shifting? 
 - How do social movements react to cost-shifts related to just transitions, and what are their 
proposals for building alternatives to, or in the context of, the GND? 
 - What would be the social-metabolic characteristics of just transitions, such as the GND?

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Engaging policy-makers with ecological economics and degrowth 
ideas

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Tim Foxon

ABSTRACT: 
This session will explore the challenges and opportunities associated with engaging policy-makers 
with ecological economics and degrowth ideas. This will explore approaches to engaging 
constructively with policy-makers whilst maintaining a critical perspective on mainstream economic 
ideas. This will address questions including: What approaches have been (relatively) successful in 
the past? How can be an appropriate advocacy coalition for change be constructed? What are key 
windows of opportunity for intervention? A particular focus will be on ideas relating to the 
implementation of a ‘green new deal’. This is being debated in the US in the run-up to the 2020 
Presidential Election, and in Europe under plans by the new European Commission for a European 
Green Deal, though how radical these plans are has been contested. The session will focus on 
how the ecological economics and degrowth communities can constructively engage with these 
debates, whilst also pursuing other routes to put forward a more radical economic agenda 
prioritising social and environmental goals. This session relates to the overall conference themes 
of: How can political support be mobilised for the necessary transformations? How can the 
transition to environmental sustainability be made politically viable and democratically legitimate?

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 10

Title: Environmental Attitudes of Romanian Farmers: How the Romanian 
Bioeconomy Could Be Developed

Session type: Paper

Submitter: John Polimeni

ABSTRACT: 
Farmers’ markets are an important source of income for many farmers and for developing the 
bioeconomy. This direct-to-consumer marketing approach dates back centuries and it is the place 
where urban dwellers shop for locally grown produce and products and interact with the farmers. 
Arguably the most important market in Romania is the piaţa, a version of a farmers’ market. At the 
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piaţa people can purchase everything from food staples, such as fruits, vegetables, cheese, and 
meat, to regular and traditional clothing to everyday household products. Over the years, with the 
entry of hypermarkets in the country and a focus on sustainability issues by the European Union, 
Romanians have become more educated and aware of the importance and benefits of organic 
produce, thus increasing demand. The piaţa in Romania is a good option for consumers to 
purchase organic produce. Therefore, understanding the attitudes of farmers selling at the markets 
is an important component of the development of the agricultural sector, rural areas, and the 
bioeconomy. Primary data collected through surveys conducted at the farmers’ markets are used to 
provide demographic and farm-business data of farmers. Linear and logistic regression analyses 
using the primary data are performed to illustrate how farmers feel about the environment. The 
results are used to provide potential public policies that would promote the development of the 
bioeconomy in Romania. The results suggest that sustainably produced agricultural goods are an 
important economic development tool for reducing economic and environmental vulnerability for 
farmers.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: Environmental monitoring and assessment in the United Nations 
system as a base for degrowth politics: from decisions to actual 
implementation

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ekaterina Bliznetskaya and Vasilenko Ekaterina

ABSTRACT: 
Environmental monitoring and assessment in the United Nations system as a base for degrowth 
politics: from decisions to actual implementation Bliznetskaya Ekaterina, lecturer, MGIMO 
University, Department for environment and natural resources studies, Russia, 
ekate.bliznetskaya@gmail.com Vasilenko Ekaterina, MS in Environmental Sciences and Policy, 
Central European University, Hungary, ekaterina1278@gmail.com Environmental monitoring is the 
most important basis for decision-making in environmental policy, environmental management, 
spatial planning, etc. Monitoring also allows us to identify cases of violations of / non-compliance 
with environmental regulation and timely respond to crisis situations. Particularly relevant issue of 
creation and operation of environmental monitoring systems acquires in the context of the 
transition to the degrowth politics, since only having available and reliable information we can 
construct alternative livelihoods which ensure the future conditions of wellbeing and effective 
environmental protection. The global international community is interested in the existence of 
national environmental monitoring services in all countries integrated into the global system, whose 
data could contribute to the adoption of more specific international agreements and other 
mechanisms of cooperation. One of these systems was supposed to be the Earthwatch program. 
Most challenging issue both in national and international levels is to incorporate information 
gathered from environmental monitoring into decision-making and policy formation. Since the 
decision to establish the Earthwatch program the progress in creating a unified system of 
monitoring and assessment of the state of the environment has been very modest. In the article, 
the authors answered a number of research questions: What was the initial plan for establishing an 
environmental monitoring system within the UN system? What impact did political, economic, and 
technological factors have on the formation of the environmental monitoring system within the UN 
system? And finally, how does the environmental monitoring system within the UN system look like 
today? To answer the above questions, we used the process tracing method, which allows to 
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establish causal relationships based on the construction or verification of theories. Our research 
was based on such materials as UN documents adopted in 1972-2019, in particular, the resolution 
of the UN General Assembly, decisions of the UNEP Governing Council / UN Environment 
Assembly and reports of the Executive Director of UNEP. Also, in this study, the authors used 
materials regarding the International Monitoring System under the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty) and a satellite monitoring system. In this research project, three theories were tested, 
each of which is a possible explanation of the problems associated with the formation of the 
environmental monitoring system within the UN. Based on the results of the study, the main stages 
of the construction of the environmental monitoring system within the UN were identified, as well as 
the components of each monitoring program considered. In addition, the authors managed to 
identify the factors under the influence of which the environmental monitoring system was built.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Envisaging alternatives for a more sustainable agri-food system: 
The need for a sound multicriterial approach for scenario analysis

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tiziano Gomiero 

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Envisioning just bioeconomy transformations for Europe: Drawing 
from degrowth and intersectional decolonial environmental justice 
movements and ideas

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sabaheta Ramcilovic-Souminen 

ABSTRACT: 
There is hardly a need to repeat any further the bleak findings from global assessments and 
scientific literature showing the rapidly degrading state of ecological systems. While climate 
change and loss of biodiversity are the most prominent crises in policy and public debates, multiple 
socioecological emergencies, various kind of pollution, extraction, exploration and inequalities are 
receiving an increased attention, especially since the COVID pandemics. At the same time, 
mounting evidence show the different share and responsibilities for the socioecological crises, not 
only among the different parts of the world and different countries, but also different sections of 
society. Recent study finds that the EU as a whole is responsible for 15% of global cumulative 
consumption emissions between 1990-2015 and that the richest 10% of European citizen consume 
and pollute as much as the 50% of the poorest combined. Combined these trends turn the spotlight 
to the economic, political and justice dimensions, and call for transformation approaches in policy, 
practices, mentalities and cognition regarding not only all spheres of life, but the life itself and 
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human place in, and relation to it. To tackle the mentioned trends and challenges, the EU is 
adhering to decarbonization of its economy, with Bioeconomy and the EU Green Deal. Drawing 
from intersectional decolonial environmental justice and degrowth movements and fields of study, 
we highlight the loopholes in the EU bioeconomy policy and propose pathways to Just Bioeconomy 
transformations in Europe. We argue that for the bioeconomy to tackle the mess created by the 
boundless economic (fossil fuel) driven growth, rather than only shifting from extraction of non-
renewables to renewables materials and forms of life, it needs to embrace the principles of 
sufficiency, solidarity, reciprocal relationality, intersectionality and decoloniality. While we recognize 
that our transitionary pathways call for fundamental and radical transformations in the 
epistemologies, ontologies and the economic and political praxis, based on scientific evidence and 
ethical principles, we argue that the only option humanity is left with is recognition of the gravity of 
the current situation, self-reflection in relation to the past, and reimagination of the future.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: European perspectives in the contested transformation towards a 
bio-based economy

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Philip Koch

ABSTRACT: 
The dominant narrative of the ongoing debates on the bioeconomy paints the picture of a future 
economy based on renewable energies and biological resources that will both deliver ‘green’ 
economic growth and enable modern societies to phase out fossil-fuels and build a sustainable 
future. But are these promises of a ‘bio-based’, renewed cycle of accumulation and growth 
warranted? While fossil-fuelled economies run on a constantly accelerating linear throughput of 
extracted fossil resources, bio-based economies rely on materials whose availability is subject to 
biophysical limits and cyclical regenerative processes that cannot be expanded and accelerated at 
will. The transformation towards a bio-based economy offers opportunities for building alternative 
livelihoods. But there are also serious concerns about social and ecological justice in large scale 
bioeconomies: land conflicts, agroindustrial monocultures and the further utilization of nature in 
terms of cost-benefit-analyses are apparent problems. Political conflicts around the (re-)distribution 
of limited resources are likely to intensify. In this session, we want to analyse the effects of a 
transformation to a bio-based economy on social structures. In particular, we will take a look at the 
impacts of GHG mitigation on employment in Austria, the olive oil sector and its transformation in 
rural Spain, the relations between working conditions and mentalities in depth with a focus on the 
occupations and industries of the bioeconomy and the contradictory role of the bioeconomy as a 
new form of extractivism.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Evaluating the multidimensional impacts of agroecological 
transitions for safe and inclusive food systems

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Alex van der Meer Simo

ABSTRACT: 
Agroecology is gaining scientific and policy traction as an approach to transition towards 
sustainable, inclusive and safe food systems (HLPE, 2019). Agroecological practices are being 
implemented in different contexts and farming systems, from crops, to livestock to trees, as well as 
in terms of services to farms but also value chain and policy mechanisms (Côte et al., 2019). As 
such, they specifically address the Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 3, 10 and 12. These 
features make them a potential strategy towards inclusive food systems, made by actors and 
interactions along the food value chain, policy environments and cultural norms that reach and 
empower all people, especially socially and economically disadvantaged groups (IFPRI, 2020). 
However, given the presence of complexity and a high likelihood for trade-offs when optimising 
against any one goal, the capacity of agroecology in reconciling environmental sustainability, food 
safety, health, income generation, gender equity and inclusiveness (Barrios et al., 2020) requires 
innovative approaches to be effectively assessed. Evaluations that provide qualitative and 
quantitative measures of socio-ecological impacts of agroecological transitions, as well as systemic 
assessments of the higher-level, society-wide and policy impacts that they entail, are scarce. 
Moreover, the mechanisms through which agroecological transitions generate - desired and 
undesired - systemic impacts need to be studied. Our paper presents the preliminary results of a 
systematic literature review on the multidimensional impacts of agroecological transitions and a 
conceptual framework on how they can be assessed as progress towards sustainable food-system 
transitions. We set the ground for a scientifically robust but contextually meaningful approach to 
evaluate agroecological transitions in terms of safe and inclusive food systems that takes into 
account the diversity of their socio-ecological impacts at different scales.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Evaluating Urban Livability for Residential Building Clusters in 
Shanghai from Open Data

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Yin Long

ABSTRACT: 
Along with the rapid urbanization of recent decades, cities around the world are facing multiple 
social, economical, and environmental sustainability challenges. Planning and developing livable 
cities have become a major policy and practice priority in many areas, but still remains challenging 
especially in large cities of developing and emerging economies. Some such examples are major 
cities in China which have expanded rapidly in recent decades but still struggle with how to provide 
a livable environment to their millions of residents. However, due to the lack of data with 
appropriate quality and spatial/temporal resolution it is not always straightforward to evaluate 
livability in such cities, as well as identify priority areas for improvement. To bridge this knowledge 
gap, we mobilize and synthesize a wealth of open data to analyze urban livability spatially in 
Shanghai. We use diverse open data such as housing price, population distribution, transportation 
networks, and point of interest (e.g. shopping areas, education facilities, medical services, 
entertainment). Initially, we establish a spatially explicit database of residential building clusters in 
Shanghai. Subsequently, we analyze spatially the distribution of varied factors that are expected to 
affect impact on urban livability such as access to schools, hospitals, restaurants, parks, among 
others. Then we develop a comprehensive urban livability indicator consisting of four dimensions 
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namely economy, accessibility, comfortability, and convenience. These results can shed light in 
some of the areas with low livability and as such identify priority areas for improvement both in 
terms of location, as well as specific needs. Those finding will provide a comprehensive overview 
of the residential living environment in Shanghai, as well provide useful information to urban 
planners. However, the developed method has potential for application and in other cities subject 
to the availability of the necessary data.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Evaluation of the impact of agroforestry systems on the economic 
and ecological flows of agroecosystems in family farm units in Serra 
dos Tapes (RS/Brazil).

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lúcio André Fernandes

ABSTRACT: 
The research group ECOSAFS, from UFPel, in the southern region of RS, Brazil, together with 
family farmers, settlers, quilombolas, researchers from EMBRAPA and extension workers from 
EMATER - RS, has been developing a project with the objective of adapting a methodology for 
economic-ecological analysis of agroforestry systems (SAF). Groups of family farmers in 
vulnerable situation are monitored. In the assistence by EMBRAPA and EMATER-ASCAR / RS , 
there is the development of a socio-technical strategy, involving the implementation of SAF. The 
work described here is developed as a case study with the group “Da Floresta” of Canguçu, in 
Serra dos Tapes, RS. SAFs consist of management practices that are based on the consortium of 
tree species (woody and fruit) with agricultural crops, which may be accompanied by animal 
production activities. To monitor the experinces the methodological choice by AS-PTA proposal, 
was made in order to foresees a constructivist approach to knowledge, With participatory tools, 
where elements are sought for a qualitative analysis of the information, using the timeline and 
modeling of agroecosystems, built collectively between the agro-ecosystem management social 
nucleus (NSGA), and researchers, and a second stage, which seeks to quantify the economic-
ecological flows and an economic analysis of the agro-ecosystem. The objective of these tools is to 
evaluate ecological flows, as elements involved in the co-production between humanity and nature 
and economic flows, which will involve elements such as material resources, interaction and / or 
autonomy in relation to markets, production for self-consumption, quality of life, work and social 
participation. Such flows are related to each other, constituting itself as a socioecological 
metabolism. From the observation, survey and analysis of data from the participants of the group 
“Da Floresta”, we try to understand how the SAF change these flows, integrate themselves in this 
metabolism and impact on the resilience of these agro-ecosystems and on the subsistence of 
these families. Regarding the analysis of systemic attributes, autonomy, responsiveness, social 
integration, gender equity and youth protagonism are evaluated. The results obtained represent an 
evaluation of the attributes of the agro-ecosystem in two periods of time, before and after 
implemantation of the SAF, where an increase or decrease in the indicators of these systemic 
attributes could be noticed. At this initial stage of the research, it is possible to perceive the 
involvement caused by the method, shown to be inclusive, allowing the active participation of the 
farms and the group, not only in technical-productive terms, but providing the empowerment of 
participants, notably, in the case of the Floresta Group, of the women. Regarding the impacts of 
SAF, even in the initial stages, the methodology adopted has been able to demonstrate them, and 
these, even if preliminarily, are positive for the agroecosystem.
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Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Everyday life and how it changes: studying ‘sustainable wellbeing’ 
during a pandemic

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Marlyne Sahakian

ABSTRACT: 
The COVID-19 pandemic that swept across the world in 2020 and the associated semi-
confinement measures led to disruptions in everyday lives, in particular when it comes to habits 
and routines – central themes in a social practice approach to consumption. We analyze the 
weekly journal entries of 95 students in an undergraduate class at the University of Geneva, where 
students engaged in a reflexivity exercise to document how their consumption-related practices 
were changing, and how this relates to the notion of ‘sustainable wellbeing’. Students describe 
thrift and frugality measures in relation to resource consumption, reconsider existing practices such 
as ‘being fashionable’, but also explore new practices, such as preparing elaborate meals. In terms 
of wellbeing, consuming resources was clearly less relevant to students than social relations, 
whether facilitated through information-communication technologies or at a physical distance, and 
experiencing some form of contact with nature. We found that it is possible to engage students in 
reflecting on the normative goal of need satisfaction, and for students to distinguish between needs 
and desires, and between needs and their means of satisfaction. The societal context of the 
pandemic also led to reflections around how wellbeing must be understood at both an individual 
and societal level, and how ‘sustainable wellbeing’ as a normative aim might be planned for in the 
future.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: Exploring narratives of socio-ecological crisis and transformation 
amongst young environmental activists in North East England

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Joe Herbert

ABSTRACT: 
Climate and ecological breakdown pose an existential threat to the future of life on earth, whilst 
social divisions and inequalities are deepening. Scholars and activists alike are increasingly 
reaching the conclusion that a radical diversion from current societal pathways is required in order 
to secure any form of just and sustainable future (Brand 2016; Asara et al 2015). Situated within 
this context, the broadening mobilisation of young people around environmental causes in recent 
years offers a spark of hope. But what specifically do young environmental activists see 
themselves as fighting against, and what kind of futures do they seek? In this paper I draw on my 
PhD research exploring how young environmental activists in the North East of England are 
engaging with processes of socio-ecological crisis and transformation. This includes investigating 
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the nature of crisis identified by participants and its impact on their agency, as well as examining 
visions of alternative socio-ecological futures present amongst participants and the role of the 
radical imagination (Castoriadis 1975; Latouche 2014) for activists seeking transformation. I 
analyse the extent to which degrowth can be seen as latent (and explicit) in the narratives and 
action of participants, as well as the obstacles preventing a greater adoption of degrowth 
perspectives amongst grassroots environmental activists.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Exploring relational values of urban blue spaces through 
Participatory Video

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Paula Novo

ABSTRACT: 
Resilience is increasingly used to promote sustainability in the context of urban systems, 
particularly as part of Smart Cities initiatives. Whilst there are increasing number of studies 
focusing on socio-ecological resilience, the role of people’s values and how they influence 
resilience remains largely unexplored. Relational values have recently gained momentum as a way 
of bringing relations to and with nature at the forefront. Focusing on relational values can thus help 
us understand better how people connect to urban water spaces and how this can inform decision 
making in cities. Using Participatory Video with communities in Bristol (UK) and Mexico City, this 
work explores how people think and relate to water spaces in their cities. Thus, enabling 
participants to express through a collaborative video-making process their own experiences and 
stories. Through a series of workshops including sensory walks to a local blue space, participatory 
GIS and filming, participants explored their own values and experiences of blue spaces and 
developed the stories they wanted to tell about this. Throughout the process different notions of 
values and blue spaces values emerged, providing a more in-depth a plural view on how people 
relate to these spaces and how that relation may be mediated by different emotions.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Exploring the linkages between formal and informal solid waste 
management in developing countries through a system dynamics 
approach

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Denise P. Lozano Lazo and Alexandros Gasparato

ABSTRACT: 
Most cities in the developing world continue to experience difficulties related to solid waste 
management (SWM). In these developing contexts formal SWM systems are still struggling with 
performance issues and an inability to serve urban residents properly. Moreover, pressures such 
as accelerated urbanization, unplanned growth and social inequalities are posing additional 
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challenges, contributing to higher sustainability impacts from the underperformance of formal SWM 
system. Amid this situation, informal waste management initiatives are a common response to fill 
the gaps in formal service provision in poorly served areas of developing cities, or as an income 
generation opportunity, particularly for the poorer segments of society. The present study aims to 
map the main linkages of the formal and informal subsystems in the SWM system in a developing 
city experiencing accelerated urbanization. The focus is Santa Cruz de la Sierra, the largest city of 
Bolivia, which has experienced large but also unplanned growth over the past decades. Data 
gathered through interviews, participatory modelling sessions with local stakeholders, and 
participatory observation, was used to map causal relationships throughout SWM formal and 
informal activities in the city, and consolidated through causal loop diagrams. Subsequently, the 
possible effects of different policy scenarios in the formal and informal SWM systems were 
evaluated through a system dynamics model, in order to understand the outcomes and trade-offs 
for both subsystems in each scenario.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Exploring the links between total factor productivity, final-to-useful 
exergy efficiency, and economic growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Joao Santos

ABSTRACT: 
Mainstream economic growth models downplay the role of energy, while attributing most of growth 
to an exogenous residual – total factor productivity (TFP). This makes them unsuitable to tackle the 
challenge of marrying sustainability and economic development targets. Meanwhile, research 
suggests that measuring energy at the stage where it’s actually productive (useful), and in exergy 
terms (in thermodynamics, the potential to do work), unlocks new insights concerning energy’s 
strong link with economic output. In this work we test for relationship linking TFP and final-to-useful 
(F-to-U) exergy efficiency, resorting to both observational and statistical methods (cointegration). 
Several models are considered, assessing the impact of: a) disaggregating capital inputs (i.e. 
buildings, stationary, non-stationary); b) quality-adjusting labour; c) disaggregating F-to-U exergy 
efficiency (stationary and non-stationary end-uses). Results for Portugal (1960-2014) show that 
TFP can be proxied by changes in F-to-U exergy efficiency, namely for stationary end-uses. This 
link is strengthened when disaggregate capital, and schooling-corrected labour measures are 
considered. When TFP is estimated as a function of F-to-U exergy efficiency, virtually all of long-
term economic growth is explained by directly measurable capital, labour, and exergy efficiency in 
production. Resulting models provide satisfactory explanations of economic growth, founded on 
energy use and efficiency.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: Extractivism and Sacrifice Zones in the European Periphery

Session type: Activist
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Submitter: John Barry

ABSTRACT: 
A discussion with activists from across Ireland who are objecting to fracking, gold mining and also 
inappropriately sited renewable energy.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: FaDA - The Feminisms and Degrowth Alliance (FaDA)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: FaDA Coordination Group - Corinna Dengler

ABSTRACT: 
This first session of the proposed sub-theme aims at giving an introduction to FaDA and its 
perspectives on a (more) feminist degrowth approach. After a warm welcome by the FaDA 
coordination group and a brief overview of the four scheduled sub-theme sessions, there are going 
to be four presentations (listed below) of ~15-20 minutes each. The session aims at giving an 
introduction to and diverse perspectives on FaDA by bringing together academia and activism, 
degrowth perspectives from the Global North and environmental justice movements from the 
Global South, as well as different presentation formats: Two of the presentations are pre-recorded 
videos, one of them in Spanish with English subtitles. The two remote presenters will follow the 
whole session via Skype and in a discussion following the presentations the four presenters 
interact with each other and with the audience and lay the foundation for the FaDA sub-theme 
sessions yet to come. Presentations in the 1st FaDA sub-theme session: 1. “What Feminisms? And 
how are they relevant for degrowth scholarship and activism?” - Corinna Dengler (live) 2. 
“Transitions or Transformations? Feminist Climate Justice Goals and Praxis” - Ellie Perkins 
(remote, pre-recorded video + Skype discussion) 3. “Community Feminism, Making Visible the 
Resistance of Women in the South Part of the Globe” - Diana Morales Díaz (remote, pre-recorded 
video in Spanish with English subtitles + Skype discussion with translation) 4. “Learning from 
Feminisms: Alliance, Resistance, Radical Pleasure” - Barbara Muraca (live)

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Farmers as Ecosystems Regenerators

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Anne-Marie Codur

ABSTRACT: 
Farmers have always been, from time immemorial, concerned with maintaining the fertility of their 
land over long periods of time, especially in farming families from generation to generation. Ancient 
customs and traditional agricultural practices, however, were almost entirely wiped out by the 
introduction of mechanized and chemically based agriculture that became the dominant system of 
agriculture in the 20th century. In the last decades of the last century but most importantly since the 
beginning of the 21st century, a new agricultural paradigm has emerged from the realization of the 
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many limits faced by ”modernized” agriculture, notably the ecosystem damage and health hazards 
that it has created, undermining the long-term sustainability of the agricultural system. Farmers all 
around the world are going through a reevaluation of their practices, balancing the economic 
viability of their activity with its long-term ecological sustainability. The realization that their soils are 
alive, and that their production is directly connected with the health of the complex ecosystems 
represented by soils, plants, and all the biodiversity of agroecological systems, is bringing farmers 
to the forefront of a societal revolution. They are not only producers of agricultural goods; they are 
also the guardians of agroecosystems, and have the capacity to either degrade or regenerate 
them. Whether engaged in so-called “conventional” agriculture or in organic farming, farmers from 
all backgrounds are getting involved in this major transition. However, the many economic and 
financial constraints they face do not allow many of them to take the route of regeneration, even 
when they are acutely aware that it is the only path forward. Strong policies with the right kind of 
aid and incentives are required to help farmers in this transition to more regenerative forms of 
agriculture. In this transition, all the actors of society are stakeholders, including not only farmers, 
but also food consumers, i.e. every single citizen. Civil society organizations are increasingly 
bringing stakeholders around the table in order to find the best strategies to reform agriculture. 
NGOs and advocacy groups as well as research and academic institutions have an important role 
to play, by connecting farmers with researchers and policymakers. An innovative initiative in this 
spirit was created in 2018, the Northeast Healthy Soil Network, which was born out of a series of 
conference held at Tufts University, under the auspices of the Global Development and 
Environment Institute, bringing together a large diversity of stakeholders from throughout the US 
Northeast. The network has grown to include members representing several research and 
educational institutions, NGOs, and farmers, who are currently engaged in working groups that 
have the potential to be a catalyst in the reform of agricultural practices and policies, to accelerate 
the path of the transition of agriculture in the Northeast to regenerative practices.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: Fit for Purpose? Clarifying the Role of Profit for Post-Growth 
Economies

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jennifer Hinton

ABSTRACT: 
This conceptual article contributes to the strand of literature that seeks to find sustainable ways of 
organizing the economy that do not require economic growth. It is also relevant to discussions 
about whether a post-growth economy must also be post-capitalist. The article explores the idea 
that transitioning to post-growth societies requires a transition in the relationship-to-profit of 
business, due to cross-scale dynamics. I first conceptualize relationship-to-profit as the intersection 
of purpose, investment, and ownership of firms. Specifically, for-profit business structures entail a 
financial gain purpose, private ownership, and unlimited returns on investment; whereas not-for-
profit business structures have a social benefit purpose, collective ownership, and limited returns 
on investment. I then outline ideal types of for-profit and not-for-profit economies, based on the 
differences between these two kinds of relationship-to-profit. The first ideal type shows how the for-
profit business structure drives consumerism, economic growth, and ecological harm, as well as 
inequality and political capture, preventing post-growth transitions. These dynamics might be 
slowed down by businesses that seek to balance private financial gain with social benefit (known 
as dual-purpose businesses). The second ideal type describes the different dynamics that might be 
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expected in an economy consisting of not-for-profit businesses, which have a legal mandate to 
pursue only social benefit. This analysis explains how transitioning from for-profit to not-for-profit 
forms of business might change some of the most problematic dynamics of the economy, allowing 
for post-growth transformations. A brief discussion of the possible shortcomings of a not-for-profit 
economy is also offered.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Food for Degrowth

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Ferne Edwards

ABSTRACT: 
Food — as in food sufficiency, food security and food sovereignty — has emerged as a materially 
significant and popular area of degrowth activity in the twenty-first century. Food is more than 
physical sustenance, sustaining us emotionally, socially and politically. The current capitalist food 
system is ‘broken’: quality food is unaffordable, fast and cheap food lacks nutrition, a lot of sold 
food is not fresh and/or prepared with chemical additives. Excessive food transportation, food 
insecurity, resource depletion and farming with chemicals are symptoms of damaging 
environmental consequences of commodifying food. Meanwhile, the grassroots degrowth 
movement challenges capitalist growth, advocating for everyday practices that limit socio-
metabolic energy and material flows within planetary constraints. At a time when obesity and social 
isolation loom large in cities everywhere, convivial degrowth acts of growing, sharing and eating 
together offer ways to reconsider food as a socio-political act. This sub-theme investigates the 
conscious and unconscious applications of ‘food for degrowth’ in a range of geographic, theoretical 
and practical contexts along the food chain and across the world. It is divided into thematic parts 
examining and interrogating food for degrowth from different angles, perspectives and places. By 
uniting food and degrowth this sub-theme will offer a platform to explore a range of examples and 
possibilities to develop more sustainable, resilient and healthy food systems.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ferne Edwards

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6
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Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anitra Nelson

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Logan Strenchock

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Silvio Cristiano

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sergio Pedro

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6
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Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Deborah Lambert

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Patricia Homs

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food for Degrowth: presenter within session

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Petr Jehlička

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Food Matters 1 THREE SESSIONS (1-3)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Nina Moeller

ABSTRACT: 
As the world races toward a projected 9 billion inhabitants, the failings of dominant food systems 
are impossible to deny: severely polluting, the cause of malnutrition, unevenly distributed, 
unjustifiably wasteful and their power concentrated in the hands of few corporations. The industrial 
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food and agriculture apparatus drives climate chaos, biodiversity loss, water shortages, planetary 
urbanisation and economic growth. Unsurprisingly, therefore, visions for and transformative 
practices of the food regime are plenty, such as: intensifying agricultural output by inserting 
precision technology, robotics, digital gadgetry and data into farmers’ fields; devising urban 
hydroponics, vertical systems, and fully controlled environments; funnelling plant protein through 
hi-tech machinery and enlisting genetically modified organisms to grow ‘meat’ in laboratories; 
introducing dietary guidelines and related public policies; developing community-supported 
agriculture, permaculture forest gardens, regenerative farming, subversive plant breeding and 
other agroecological approaches. In this subtheme, we explore alternative visions for transforming 
food production and distribution and what their different implications are for individual, community 
and planetary health, as well as for the configuration of power relations; what kinds of livelihoods 
and what kinds of habitats are created by any particular vision? *Possible interventions*: academic 
papers, short films, lightning talks, mini performances, etc. *Topics* (not limited to and in no 
particular order): Diet and degrowth Metabolic rift and subsistence Political agroecology 
Intersections of soil, individual, community and planetary health Socio-ecological effects of 
sustainability transitions in agriculture Solidarity economy and cultural (inter-species) alliances Do 
carrots scream? Humanity in a complex web of life Food literacy Eating insects Animism and food 
Food industry frontiers Value chains and value change Civilisational diseases and diet Starting 
your own farming/growing/cooking/distribution project/network? Taking your health into your own 
hands Microbiomes, macroeconomics and food politics

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Food Matters 2 THREE SESSIONS (1-3)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Nina Moeller

ABSTRACT: 
As the world races toward a projected 9 billion inhabitants, the failings of dominant food systems 
are impossible to deny: severely polluting, the cause of malnutrition, unevenly distributed, 
unjustifiably wasteful and their power concentrated in the hands of few corporations. The industrial 
food and agriculture apparatus drives climate chaos, biodiversity loss, water shortages, planetary 
urbanisation and economic growth … Unsurprisingly, therefore, visions for and transformative 
practices of the food regime are plenty, such as: intensifying agricultural output by inserting 
precision technology, robotics, digital gadgetry and data into farmers’ fields; devising urban 
hydroponics, vertical systems, and fully controlled environments; funnelling plant protein through 
hi-tech machinery and enlisting genetically modified organisms to grow ‘meat’ in laboratories; 
introducing dietary guidelines and related public policies; developing community-supported 
agriculture, permaculture forest gardens, regenerative farming, subversive plant breeding and 
other agroecological approaches … In this subtheme, we explore alternative visions for 
transforming food production and distribution and what their different implications are for individual, 
community and planetary health, as well as for the configuration of power relations: who are the 
winners and who are the losers? Ultimately, we ask what kinds of livelihoods and what kinds of 
habitats are created by any particular vision?

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6
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Title: Food Matters 3 THREE SESSIONS (1-3)

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Martin Pedersen

ABSTRACT: 
Facilitated discussion workshop on subtheme / Food Matters As the world races toward a projected 
9 billion inhabitants, the failings of dominant food systems are impossible to deny: severely 
polluting, the cause of malnutrition, unevenly distributed, unjustifiably wasteful and their power 
concentrated in the hands of few corporations. The industrial food and agriculture apparatus drives 
climate chaos, biodiversity loss, water shortages, planetary urbanisation and economic growth. 
Unsurprisingly, therefore, visions for and transformative practices of the food regime are plenty, 
such as: intensifying agricultural output by inserting precision technology, robotics, digital gadgetry 
and data into farmers’ fields; devising urban hydroponics, vertical systems, and fully controlled 
environments; funnelling plant protein through hi-tech machinery and enlisting genetically modified 
organisms to grow ‘meat’ in laboratories; introducing dietary guidelines and related public policies; 
developing community-supported agriculture, permaculture forest gardens, regenerative farming, 
subversive plant breeding and other agroecological approaches. In this participatory session, we 
deepen the explorations of the previous sessions of this subtheme. We continue to explore 
alternative visions for transforming food production and distribution and what their different 
implications are for individual, community and planetary health, as well as for the configuration of 
power relations: who are the winners and who are the losers? Ultimately, we ask what kinds of 
livelihoods and what kinds of habitats can we create and how does degrowth as a concept and 
practice help with such projects.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Footprint family at the local scale

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tiziano DISTEFANO

ABSTRACT: 
Both developed and developing countries are facing massive transformations toward low-carbon 
transition. As an exemplified case-study we choose Colombia. Colombia is a distinctive 
“developing” country in Latin America characterized by a great variety of landscapes and a strong 
historical legacy with colonialism, inequality, and political struggles. The aim of the current study is 
threefold: 1) providing a comprehensive “footprint family” by integrating various socio-
environmental indicators; 2) providing a detailed picture at the local level to show the spatio-
temporal variability within the country, and 3) exploring alternative “degrowth” strategies viable in a 
“developing”. First, by using the latest available official databases we compute and integrate 
several measures of natural exploitation (water, energy, and) and social stability (inequality, 
informal job, access to basic services), by considering international trade. Second, we distinguish 
among 5 hydrologic regions. Our comprehensive approach highlights that regional differences are 
remarkable and persistent over time. The local impact of climate change might aggravate this 
picture. These steps provide evidence of a “sustainable development trap”, that means that the 
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environmental cost that Colombia might face attaining the Western’s standards of life might be 
unbearable. Considering that the Colombian GDP per capita is still a fifth than in the US, are there 
local limits to the possibility of eliminating poverty while ensuring satisfying environmental 
standards? This complex picture imposes a new scientific understanding to create reliable 
scenarios and design fine-tuned policies. Indeed, the success of sustainable strategies must deal 
with biophysical constraints and the economic and political feasibility of the proposed solutions.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: For a radical degrowth agenda of the future city, one should look 
at the village

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Vasilis Niaros

ABSTRACT: 
Urban living is often viewed as the pinnacle of modernity with technological and social 
infrastructure catering to the contemporary “way of life”. Whereas rural life is hovering in the twilight 
between the bright future led by the city and the darker, less convenient olden days. However, 
rapidly evolving communication and micro-manufacturing technologies are bridging the gap 
between urban and rural social spaces in terms of what domestic and productive needs one might 
expect to cover on either setting. That can be achieved through combining the collaboration 
potential offered by Internet connectivity in a near planetary scale with the capacity for 
sophisticated fabrication in small-scale of both low and high tech tools. For this productive 
configuration to be effective, knowledge production should be unobstructed and universally 
accessible, i.e., a global commons. Manufacturing should take place locally in specially equipped 
shared spaces, i.e., communal makerspaces. In other words, a reworked version of 
cosmopolitanism that respects unique local cultural and environmental contexts. A “cosmolocalism” 
that fits in the emerging commons-based peer production, observed primarily in initiatives 
producing digital tools but recently in the manufacturing realm too. This paper will discuss the 
blending of the “urban” with the “rural” -i.e., the “cosmolocal”- through the case study of the 
“Tzoumakers” project. Tzoumakers is both a makerspace in a mountainous region of Greece and a 
community that collaboratively identifies local problems/needs and produces solutions utilising 
knowledge from a plethora of commons-based initiatives. The project draws the attention of 
disenfranchised city-dwellers seeking a way out of their socio-economic surroundings but also a 
post-growth vision for a creative and convivial living.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Forget about money and value: performing new metrics for green 
transitions

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Inge Røpke

ABSTRACT: 
Hitherto, the performativity perspective has mainly been applied to explore the role of mainstream 
economic theories in relation to previous and ongoing socio-economic processes. In this paper, the 
intention is to consider how heterodox approaches, in particular ecological economic ideas, can 
become performative in relation to the green transitions ahead. The paper suggests that traditional 
economic reasoning in terms of money and value should be replaced by a reasoning based on 
biophysical and social considerations. Following Hornborg and others, it is argued that the idea of 
value (in the singular) and commensurability can be seen as emerging from the existence of 
general purpose money, and that neither market prices, nor any other measure can capture any 
sort of objective value of goods and services. Green transitions are about the use and distribution 
of biophysical resources, and societal decision-making should be informed by biophysical and 
social measures. While such an approach is well-known from project assessments that apply 
multicriteria analysis and deliberative methods instead of cost-benefit analysis, this paper deals 
with wider transition issues related to provision systems and the macro level. The question is how 
traditional monetary assessments at this level can be challenged, and which metrics can be 
applied. In particular, the paper explores the potential of using considerations based on EROI, 
Energy Return On (energy) Investment.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Forms of Organisation and Production for a Sustainable Degrowth 
Society

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Ben Robra

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth calls for the reduction in matter-energy throughput while well-being increases (Kallis, 
2018). This consequently means that both production and consumption need to reduce. This does 
not translate into a call for a reduction to zero, but current levels of production and consumption 
breach the planetary boundaries and limits to a safe operating space (Bonnedahl and Heikkurinen, 
2019). Humans will still need to consume to fulfil their needs and survive. The question is how, 
what is produced and by whom in a sustainable degrowth society. Despite the need to reduce 
levels of production and consumption, little attention has been paid to organisations that produce in 
the degrowth discourse (Hankammer and Kleer, 2018). The concept of degrowth however has 
significant implications for these (Shrivastava, 2015). Similarly, ecological economics has paid little 
to no attention to the micro economic level of organisation (Dietz and O’Neill, 2013; Hardt and 
O’Neill, 2017). The sub-theme aims to answer questions around (not limited to): • What 
organisation and production for/in a sustainable degrowth society (or other post-growth alternative) 
entails and implies? • How forms of organisation can help achieve transformations to such societal 
alternatives? • What alternative organisation theories can be used instead of ones inline with the 
growth-based capitalist paradigm? • What are the implications for organising production in light of 
degrowth’s stance against accumulation and capitalism? Relation to conference theme As 
practices in production and consumption must be transformed in order to avoid ecological as well 
as social collapse. It is paramount to therefore investigate how production and consumption must 
be organised. Organisations and particularly the organisation of production have played key roles 
in previous transformative periods e.g. the shift from feudalism to capitalism. Similarly, the 
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transformation degrowth envisions will require an understanding of organisation. This means 
understand how organisations need to change in order to help provide basic needs for all. This 
theme therefore touches various points of the overall conference theme. The potential 
presentations and discussions will help answer the questions and lay out implications on a micro-
level.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: Framing mountain agro‐pastoral systems as dynamic social‐
ecological systems

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Leonith Hinojosa

ABSTRACT: 
Agro‐pastoral systems in mountains are a type of livestock farming systems that rely on low and 
high elevation semi‐natural grazing lands to feed the herds. Grazing lands refer to any vegetated 
land that is grazed or has the potential to be grazed by domestic and wild animals (including 
grazable forestlands and shrublands, above forest rangelands, pasturelands) and forage to design 
the edible parts of plants that can provide feed for grazing animals or that can be harvested for 
feeding [1]. They generally support the production of traditional, high‐added value agricultural 
products. In addition, mountain grazing lands provide multiple social‐ecological regulating services 
including soil carbon storage, limitation of erosion, attenuation of fire risk, water regulation. They 
also host a remarkable ecological diversity – including rare and endangered species and habitats ‐ 
that is tightly linked to low intensive farming practices. There is also a wide recognition of the 
cultural and aesthetics values attached to mountain grazing lands and to their long‐term 
management (e.g. transhumance). For all these reasons, the valuation of mountain grazing lands 
in livestock farming system are regarded as priorities by agricultural policies and society as a 
whole [2]. Yet, agro‐pastoral systems are highly sensitive to a range of pressures pertaining to local 
and global socio‐economic, ecological and climate changes [3].The capacity of agro‐pastoral 
systems to absorb these pressures, their ability to adapt and reorganize while preserving the 
provision of the multiple nature benefits to people – i.e. their resilience – remains poorly known [4]. 
This is the reason why the TOP project (Trajectories of agrO-Pastoral systems in mountains) has 
the objective to provide a comprehensive assessment of the vulnerability and resilience of 
mountain agro‐pastoral systems in a context of global changes, for which a framework is needed. 
Based on the interdisciplinary Institutional Analysis and Development (IAD) and the SES 
frameworks [5,6], that incorporate in a dynamic way large and decomposable sets of social and 
ecological attributes that potentially affect choices and outcomes in SES [7], our paper presents a 
dynamic social‐ecological framework for investigating mountain agro‐pastoral systems. This 
framework will provide the foundations to evaluate the coupling between the biophysical and social 
templates [8] and to identify key processes underpinning the resilience of the investigated systems 
to various pressures [9]. It will constitute the basis for grasslands governance. By governance we 
mean the multiple arrangements, policies and local institutions that actors make in order to get 
access and control of mountain farmland and landscapes, for instance private, public or collective 
rights to use or own grasslands. This implies to enquire on the evolution of grasslands 
property/access to rights and the management of mountain landscapes. Our presentation will focus 
on framing the dynamics of institutional change affecting territorial land planning [10], farming 
activity and agricultural uses [11]. This component of the framework will provide the basis for 
understanding, predicting, and possibly even prescribing scenarios of institutional change that, 
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over time, could enable mountain farming resilience and adaptation capacity. By performing a 
systematic review including (i) various sources on land planning and grasslands allocation 
mechanisms (municipalities’ documentation, natural parks' charters, parishes’ archives etc) and (ii) 
reports on the evolution of relevant institutions (e.g. the EU’s CAP, climate and environmental 
regulation on mountain areas, etc.), we formulate indicators of historical attachment to mountain 
environments [12] and give guidelines for data collection of rural migration and evolution of pluri‐
activity from censuses and bibliographical sources, as well as for production of data on place 
attachment and the effects of institutions through a survey with farmers and majors of selected 
representative areas. The framework aims to provide insights for the academic and policy debate 
on the emergent social‐ecological patterns, structures, and dynamics that feedback the 
sustainability of farm and land systems. Discussion in the conference will be instrumental to our 
reflection on land management adaptations to climate ecological and socio-economic changes, 
substantially contributing to our four-years research project

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: From bio-mess to legitimate bio-mass and back to bio-mess: 
Problematizing the epistemic work of making and un-making an energy 
resource

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jens Iuel-Stissing, Susse Georg and Peter Karnøe

ABSTRACT: 
Denmark is often celebrated as a frontrunner in transitioning to a low carbon energy system; a 
position that is attributed to an increasing use of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar 
energy but notably biomass. This narrative is, however, hinged on a critical but also convenient 
‘fact’ of biomass being carbon neutral. This paper investigates the epistemic work involved in 
creating, maintaining and challenging this fact. Informed by a historical study of policy documents 
and of the public debate in Denmark, our paper follows the qualification of ‘biomass as CO2-
neutral’ and how this fact becomes subject to contestation, internationally. Even though incumbents 
within the Danish energy system seek to maintain the carbon-neutrality of biomass as a fact, 
alternative ways of accounting for the CO2 emissions associated with biomass combustion have 
spread across international governance arrangements such as the UN, IPCC and EU. These 
“ways of knowing” the effects of biomass combustion render Denmark’s energy governance and 
decarbonization strategy quite precarious. Theoretically, the paper draws on three bodies of 
literature regarding the governance of energy system transition, the anthropology of resources and 
markets, and accounting. The paper argues that the expertise-based “ways of knowing” biomass 
as a governance object are not passive processes of mirroring messy socio-ecological realities. 
Instead expertise is central in performative processes that operate actively in “purifying, delineating 
and arranging real-world complexities into defined concerns, objects and systems” to make the 
world actionable (Callon, 1998:6). Thus, the expertise used to qualify biomass as carbon neutral, 
also pacifies biomass as an economic good, allowing actors to form preferences and make 
calculations. In turn, this pacification frames the market for using biomass, making it legitimate for 
economic actors to sell, buy and burn biomass to generate energy thus allowing governments to 
demonstrate that they can reduce the CO2 emissions of their national energy systems.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11
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Title: From excess to sufficiency

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Julia Steinberger

ABSTRACT: 
This session brings together new results from the Living Well Within Limits project, and debates 
their implications and potential for a new frontier area of research on the political economy of 
energy sufficiency. The research papers focus on the quantitative measurement of energy demand. 
The first (Baltruszewicz) focuses on the household level, combining detailed survey data from 
Zambia, Nepal and Vietnam with energy footprint measurements. The second (Oswald) exposes 
the intra- and inter-national inequality in energy footprints based on expenditure, and utilizes these 
to test various redistributive scenarios, including reduced and shifted consumption. The third 
(Vogel) shows that socioeconomic and geographic factors play a moderating role in the energy 
demand levels associated with human need satisfaction. The fourth (Millward Hopkins) estimates 
bottom-up requirements for energy demand corresponding to universal decent living standards, 
adapted for technology, demographics and climate, and shows these to be a fraction of the 
consumption of industrialised countries. The fifth (Steinberger) considers past integrated 
trajectories of human need satisfaction and energy use, and finds large differences across energy 
types. Together, these papers show the vast potential of energy for creating decent living 
conditions, but also of energy demand reductions for achieving rapid decreases in carbon 
emissions towards achieving 1.5 degree climate targets. The final part of this sub-theme will be a 
discussion of the political economy of sufficiency by other experts in the field, discussing the 
implications and potential policy programme uptake of these findings.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: From Innovations to Exnovations

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Timmo Krueger

ABSTRACT: 
The concept of social innovation is very popular in sustainability and transformation research. The 
concept covers new forms of organisation, business models, and consumption practices that are 
supposed to lead towards greater sustainability. From a degrowth perspective, however, the 
concept has problematic implications. First, the practice-relevant impact of the concept is 
ambivalent. The appreciation of grassroots initiatives is accompanied by a reproduction of the logic 
of acceleration, which has to be considered to be part of the problem. Second, the concept does 
not necessarily focus on the phenomena that are crucial for transformation towards a degrowth 
society. Conflicts and questions of power are underexposed. Such disharmonious processes are 
primarily not carried out with regard to innovations, but rather with regard to exnovations. The term 
exnovation refers to the intended elimination (or dismantling) of practices, products, technologies, 
and infrastructure. Almost inevitably, exnovations are accompanied by conflicts. After all, the users 
and those who profit from the elements selected for elimination usually have an interest in the 
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perpetuation of the existing patterns of production and consumption. However, it is obvious that an 
ambitious socio-ecological transformation cannot be reached by adding new innovative practices, 
products, technologies, and infrastructure without tackling the existing ones. Therefore, one should 
abandon the concept of social innovation. As an alternative, it seems to be more promising to link 
with debates about buen vivir, degrowth, imperial mode of living, (neo-)extractivism, and post-
development, which do not revolve around alternative development paths but around alternatives 
to (the fixation on) development.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Future Infrastructures I DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Deljana Iossifova

ABSTRACT: 
Infrastructure is central to the UN Sustainable Development agenda, featuring in and contributing 
to multiple Sustainable Development Goals. The sustained functioning of infrastructural systems 
(infrasystems) under population growth, resource scarcity and ecological crises is essential for 
human health and wellbeing. In order to prepare for and respond to short- and long-term transitions 
(extreme weather events, economic crises, climate change, etc.), it is therefore imperative to 
understand how formal and informal infrasystems emerge, how they evolve and how they are 
interlinked with human and ecological systems at smaller and larger scales. The proposed 
subtheme will be concerned with the mapping of infrasystems and their interactions and evolution 
across different contexts. Of particular interest are (1) contributions that map infrasystems and their 
interlinkages; (2) approaches to understand the sustainability outcomes of infrasystems; and (3) 
scenario-based interventions. We are particularly interested in studies of sanitation, water, energy, 
transport and communication, and their co-evolution.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Future Infrastructures II DOUBLE SESSION (1&2)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Deljana Iossifova

ABSTRACT: 
Infrastructure is central to the UN Sustainable Development agenda, featuring in and contributing 
to multiple Sustainable Development Goals. The sustained functioning of infrastructural systems 
(infrasystems) under population growth, resource scarcity and ecological crises is essential for 
human health and wellbeing. In order to prepare for and respond to short- and long-term transitions 
(extreme weather events, economic crises, climate change, etc.), it is therefore imperative to 
understand how formal and informal infrasystems emerge, how they evolve and how they are 
interlinked with human and ecological systems at smaller and larger scales. The proposed 
subtheme will be concerned with the mapping of infrasystems and their interactions and evolution 
across different contexts. Of particular interest are (1) contributions that map infrasystems and their 
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interlinkages; (2) approaches to understand the sustainability outcomes of infrasystems; and (3) 
scenario-based interventions. We are particularly interested in studies of sanitation, water, energy, 
transport and communication, and their co-evolution

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Future Landscapes of Labor

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Jessica Buttermore

ABSTRACT: 
In his chapter, Dead Labor and the Political Economy of Landscape, Don Mitchell posits that 
people working under specific historical and geographical conditions - not human ‘culture’ - go to 
work on nature. He further elucidates these specific historical and geographical conditions as ‘dead 
labor’ - a product of past work, or past labor that makes specific forms of living labor and specific 
labor practices historically and geographically necessary. In P.D. Anthony’s The Ideology of Work, 
first published in 1977, work is described as a necessary activity that, as a result of long-term 
conditioning, has come to mean self-respect. It is a, “satisfying activity,” a “respected activity,” 
thought necessary for social progress and, “making a better life.” However, Anthony also states 
that, “work is a dialectic in itself,” that its satisfying quality is itself complex. This participatory 
session seeks to examine this satisfying, self-respecting quality of work as a source of current 
urban, environmental, and global crises whose fundamental transformation is critical to achieving 
degrowth. Utilizing the futures studies method of backcasting, the session will engage participants 
in envisioning scenarios in a time when, worldwide, our cities’ populations are growing 
exponentially and global urbanization appears to be the roadmap to the future. It is a road laid by 
work and increasingly leads in the direction of instability and unsustainability. So, our work must 
change and I wonder of its potential in setting more inclusive and sustainable solutions toward the 
futures of urbanized space. As a worker, I advocate for the inclusion of the worker perspective as a 
specific nexus from which to analyze urban crises and responsively develop action and policy to 
quell the growing rate of inequality in both our urban and democratic spaces.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 2

Title: Gandhian Economics today

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Pallavi Varma Patil

ABSTRACT: 
A simple one-line statement of the vision of a Good Society is that every human being leads a 
healthy, happy, creative life in harmony with rest of humanity and nature. According to Gandhian 
principles this goal is possible only when we strive to create “just equitable , self- sufficient, self- 
governing, eco-sustainable , non- exploiting, rural and urban communities.” This paper sets out to 
imagine the contours of Work – Livelihoods as per Gandhian principles in post growth futures in 
India and imagine what a Gandhian economist’s “burden” will be today. This is in line with the 
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Bernard Shaw's quote “ You see things , and ask why ? But I dream things that never were , and I 
say why not ?”

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Gender in climate change: women and gender-sensitive 
adaptation policy-making in China

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ting Wang and Sven Rudolph

ABSTRACT: 
As the world’s second-largest economy and the biggest greenhouse gas emitter, China plays a 
significant role in addressing climate change and developing effective climate action. While the 
international norm on gender mainstreaming, UN-backed since 1995, has been widely adopted in 
national policies, gender inequalities are rarely systematically considered in climate policy in China. 
However, enhancing women’s participation in climate policy discourses is an important way of 
strengthening not only women’s empowerment but also climate policy effectiveness. With this 
particular focus, the article will review climate policy design and implementation in China. More 
concretely, first, as climate change adaptation needs to be comprehensive and requires multi-
sectoral cooperation to reduce threats from climate disasters and especially risks to vulnerable 
groups, we examine gender-related issues in China’s national adaptation policies. Second, we 
study how climate change is referred to in China’s gender policies. The assessment of these two 
policy areas will allow us to evaluate the gender mainstreaming status in China’s response to 
climate change. Methodologically, we take a discourse analytical perspective and mainly refer to 
respective domestic climate and gender policy documents. The research mainly shows that despite 
the obligation to gender-mainstream climate policy and despite the intersection between climate 
change and development, the concept of gender is almost completely absent in climate policy in 
China. In this regard, we provide recommendations for avoiding gender-mainstreamed climate 
policy-making to stop at the discursive level and to eventually depoliticize gender in climate policy-
making. Keywords: Gender mainstreaming, Climate change policy; Gender; Policy analysis

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Getting to Net Zero

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jonathan Harris

ABSTRACT: 
In order to meet the Paris Climate Agreement targets global greenhouse gas emissions levels 
need to fall to near zero, or even below zero, by the second half of the twenty-first century. A 
growing number of countries and major corporations have committed to net-zero emissions by 
2050. Is this target feasible and how can it be evaluated? A report from Princeton University’s 
Andlinger Center for Energy and the Environment identified different technological pathways to net-
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zero emissions by 2050 for the United States.(1) All were judged feasible, but required a major 
commitment and trillions of dollars in investment. Proposals for a “green new deal” have similarly 
included large-scale investment for a net-zero goal. In this discussion, there remains a tension 
between concepts of “green growth” and limits to growth or degrowth. Is it possible to delink 
traditional economic growth, largely based on fossil energy and resource input-intensive 
techniques, from the goals of employment creation and expanding well-being while achieving net-
zero? This would involve a major shift to renewable energy and energy efficiency as well as 
increased carbon storage either in natural systems (forests, wetlands, and soils) or through 
artificial carbon capture and storage. On the consumption side, it requires a shift in consumption 
from energy-intensive to energy-conserving and service-oriented forms of consumption—but also 
possibly a net reduction in overall consumption. The combination of changes on the supply and 
demand sides could enable large scale reduction in carbon emissions through “lowering the 
ceiling” of total energy consumption while “raising the floor” of renewable energy supply. But would 
it be enough? The longer the time frame, and the closer the approach to net zero, the less 
satisfactory are standard economic calculations of net cost. If we are thinking of a thirty-year period 
to the goal year of 2050, we can roughly divide the task into thirds, and corresponding decades. 
The first third is the easiest. Known technologies and policies can relatively easily enable a 33% 
reduction, at least for currently advanced economies. The second 33% requires much more 
substantial investment and economic transformation. The final stage, getting to net zero through 
elimination of all emissions (or balancing minimal remaining emissions with carbon uptake and 
storage) will require a different kind of economic theory and practice, with long-term sustainability 
rather than economic growth becoming the dominant paradigm

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Global and regional probabilities of major nuclear reactor 
accidents

Session type: Paper

Submitter: John-Oliver Engler

ABSTRACT: 
The continued and extended use of nuclear power is often considered and discussed as a viable 
energy policy option to meet energy demands while also meeting national CO2 emission reduction 
goals. A central issue in energy policy for sustainability is the question of nuclear reactor safety. 
However, studies on nuclear reactor safety often run up against the problem of estimating the 
probability of a major accident from patchy and limited empirical data. Here, we describe a simple 
probabilistic model of catastrophic nuclear reactor accidents based on a set of four assumptions. 
The model treats the accident probability in each of n reactors as a variable and returns the 
probability of a major accident in the reactor fleet. We find that, at 99.5% reactor safety, the 
probability of another Chernobyl- or Fukushima-sized event is 49% for the global fleet, and that 
safety would have to be 99.96% in order to bring that probability below 5%. We discuss our 
findings in light of the debate on energy policy for sustainability.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

141



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Title: Global South Policy and Governance Innovations for Non-State 
Actor Led Implementation of SDG 11 and SDG 13

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Dumisani Chirambo

ABSTRACT: 
Despite the existence of many international agendas aimed at promoting inclusive growth and 
prosperity such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Paris Agreement, poverty and 
inequality within and across countries/regions is likely to exacerbate as many developing countries 
are facing numerous challenges in re-orienteering their development paradigms towards 
sustainability and inclusiveness. For example, some projections indicate that by 2050 global urban 
population will exceed 6.7 billion and that nearly 80% of population growth will take place in low 
and middle income countries, where populations are already rising by over one million people per 
week (C40, 2016). Unfortunately, even new town building as an urbanisation strategy in Africa has 
proven to be ineffective as both old and new cities in Africa are exhibiting signs of being unable to 
address contemporary urban challenges such as rapid urbanisation, informality, social exclusion, 
economic development, urban sustainability, as well as climate and environmental change (Kiunsi, 
2013; Abubakar and Doan, 2017). This paper presents an assessment of how the One Planet 
Sustainable Lifestyles and Education Programme funded “Polycentric Infrastructure and 
Community Development Paradigm for Sustainable Urban Transitions (PICD-SUT)” project is 
providing new governance frameworks to create alternative livelihoods for improving SDG 11 
(sustainable cities and communities) and SDG 13 (climate action) implementation. The paper 
shows that some 60% of the area expected to be urban by 2030 remains to be built (Almendral, 
2014; Clos, 2016), hence the construction industry can spearhead radical transformations in the 
economies and societies of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa such as Malawi that have national 
governments with budgetary constraints and problems of cross departmental coordination. The 
paper concluded that local governments in developing countries can improve the governance of 
greenhouse gas emissions and resource consumption by enacting policies and bye-laws that 
harmonise the adoption of the PICD-SUT framework in the construction industry. 

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Global Tapestry of Alternatives

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Ashish Kothari

ABSTRACT: 
Across the world, movements for radical and systemic alternatives are showing how it is possible 
to generate dignified, sustainable livelihoods and well-being, without going down the path of 
ecological destruction, socio-economic inequality, cultural erosion and psychological alienation that 
characterises mainstream ‘development’ and economic growth. These are movements that not 
only challenge the structures of inequality and unsustainability (capitalism, patriarchy, racism, 
anthropocentrism, etc), but also practice and advocate commoning, direct democracy, ecofeminist 
politics, food/water/energy sovereignty, social and solidarity economies, cultural diversity and 
pluralism, inclusive and open localisation, degrowth or post-growth based societies, cosmovisions 
of ‘living well’ such as sumak kawsay and swaraj and ubuntu and others, climate and 
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environmental justice, the rights of nature, and much else. However, there has not been adequate 
exchange and cross-learning amongst these, even on platforms like the World Social Forum. The 
Global Tapestry of Alternatives (GTA), initiated in mid-2019, attempts to provide such a platform, 
not in a centralised manner but in the form of decentralised, locally determined priorities and 
strategies, with some common thread of ethical values and principles amongst them. The GTA has 
the endorsement and participation of several dozen global or regional networks and movements, 
ranging across diverse geographies and sections of society. Over a several year time-frame, it 
hopes to generate a critical mass of collaboration and solidarity that can be part of the macro-
change that needs to happen.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Governing the commons?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Richard Nunes

ABSTRACT: 
There are currently several strategic approaches to integrating the environment into planning 
decisions, such as green infrastructure planning, biodiversity net gain, ecosystem services 
assessment and nature recovery networks. However, the value judgments that these approaches 
reflect in the practice of negotiating planning gains in housing and other social amenities are 
under-explored. In the following paper, we examine the potential inclusion of commons-based 
value creation (Ostrom, 1990, Bollier, 2007) in the design of new post-Brexit environmental 
governance arrangements in England. In a context of fragmented, multi-tiered governance, we 
examine planners’ capabilities in moving toward a new “green governance system” in response to 
the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (HMG 2018). We point to a context of ‘value 
pluralism’ (McAuliffe and Rogers, 2020), interrogating the assumptions around value alignment 
with degrowth thinking within planning networks and routine planning practices. By mapping out 
and interrogating relational ties that shape planning policy, we further examine how organisations 
exercise different institutional logics to justify their decisions - in a context where they are 
increasingly expected to work across sectoral lines and at different levels of policy engagement.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Green employment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Iskra Rojo

ABSTRACT: 
For a Payment for Ecosystems Services’ integral assessment which I did for a peri- urban 
community in Mexico City (2004- 2017) I proposed the generation of green jobs. In this case, a 
green job refers to the creation of formal, well-trained, recognized and well-paid employment for 
those in the community dedicated to forest conservation and, as viable economic alternatives in 
the face of unemployment and community poverty. For 2018 and 2019 Mexico city’s government 
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creates a kind of green jobs through a conservation policy trying to maintain the last forests in the 
surroundings of Mexico City, 2% of the world's biodiversity, a large amount of ecosystem services 
linked to the city, collective property and the uses and customs of peoples that have existed since 
pre-Hispanic times. Thereby, the objective of this work was to compare the proposed green work 
ideal with that proposed and executed in the public policies mentioned. The theoretical-conceptual 
references used were decent employment and governance, and its components the points of 
comparison between types of green jobs. The methodology for the comparison was through 
documentation and field work (interviews, surveys and participant observation) to identify the 
behavior of the green job’s components as variables. The results shows a long distance between 
the green job proposal and the policy design but much farther is the execution of the program; 
especially for income, proof of income, recognition (in particular of traditional knowledge), training, 
inclusion, conflict resolution and information flows. Thus, implying low governance, typical peri-
urban problems and even, increasing socio-environmental conflicts at the local level and with the 
city

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Green energy: ecological break-through or same old 
consumption-growth path?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Beata Å_x0081_opaciuk-Gonczaryk

ABSTRACT: 
The threat of the climate crisis poses a need of re-organization both the economy and social life, 
with integration of individual consumers’ behavior and changes in energy systems. Households 
can lower their energy requirements by switching to less energy-intensive appliances, changing the 
way of their use, thermal insulation of buildings or energy generation installations. They can also 
decrease the load on the grid by shifting their energy demand in time. This rises in importance due 
to the growing share of renewable energy produced in fluctuating amounts depending on weather 
conditions. Understanding the motivations behind such individual behaviors is essential for the 
effective implementation and promotion of reforms that would reduce the carbon footprint. 
Objectives The main objective is to analyze the complex set of different motivations that could lead 
to the popularity of green energy solutions in order to state if we observe an ecological break-
through or same old consumption-growth path. The main contribution we make is to take into 
consideration the complex set of different motivations that could lead to the popularity of green 
energy solutions. Most of literature focuses on determinants regarding energy saving behaviors. 
We go extend this common approach as we additionally evaluate openness for energy production 
and storage installations as well as solutions fostering the flexibility of energy demand. How it was 
done and validated In 2020, during the time affected by Covid-19 pandemic, we carried out the 
online survey in four countries: France, Spain, Italy and Denmark, on random-quota sample of 
3200 respondents, 800 per country in order to gather a wide range of information on the use of 
electricity and attitudes towards technology, environment and energy transformation in the 
European Union. We covered not only energy saving behaviors and investments in installations to 
produce and store energy, but additionally assessed concepts of solutions reducing the load on the 
grid both by decreasing the energy consumption and shifting it to off-peak periods. The obtained 
data were analyzed by utilizing the generalized structural equation modelling. This approach 
enabled to simultaneously test the motivations of a different energy-use behaviors and intentions 
as well as factors determining the fostering of those motivations, with taking into consideration the 
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predicted interconnections between the analyzed variables. We pose the following hypotheses 
regarding those relationships: 1. Actions taken to save energy, intention of such behaviors and 
interest in concepts increasing the flexibility in energy used are determined by both ecologic and 
financial reasons, as well as openness to new technologies, attachment to comfort and 
consumption and social surrounding (social networks that respondents are engages into). 2. 
Motivations: ecological, financial and connected with eagerness for technology are influenced by 
social networks and attachment to comfort and consumption. 3. Life goals (traditional and modern 
values) influence social networks that respondents engage into, their motivation and attachment to 
comfort and consumption. 4. Climate awareness influences social networks that respondents 
engage into, their motivation and attachment to comfort and consumption. 5. Gender, age, 
education, place of residence, household characteristics and economic conditions influence social 
networks that respondents engage into, their motivation and attachment to comfort and 
consumption. Major results We find that the analyzed pro-environmental energy use behaviors and 
intentions are mostly determined by ecological reasons and openness for new technologies. The 
second goes hand in hand with high financial status and high attachment to consumption. It means 
that the observed and planned behaviors are often intended not to reduce consumption, but to cut 
on energy cost without lowering the life standard and comfort. For less affluent people, the 
intention to save money fosters smaller energy consumption, but not investments in pro-
environmental technologies. Furthermore, when this financial reason is present, it weakens the 
influence of ecological motivation, which shows a trade-off between economizing and support for 
green energy. Important role is played by social networks and discussing energy saving within 
such networks. This enforces not only the analyzed behaviors and intentions, but also the behind-
standing motivations. Attachment to comfort and consumption goes hand in hand with openness 
for new technologies and enforces intention to buy an electric car and interest in smart technical 
solutions, but does not support directly installing the appliances for energy generation and storage, 
which are, however, positively related to eagerness for technology, along with ecological reason 
and friends influence. Climate awareness strongly enhances ecological motivation for energy 
conservation. Modern values positively correlate with eagerness for technology but are in 
opposition to economizing, and traditional values precede both ecological (love of nature) and 
financial (habit of being frugal). Higher age is a barrier for adopting new technologies and high 
education enhances ecological motivation. Being rich means higher interest in technologies and 
being poor determines higher inclination to be frugal and lower tendency to be directed by 
ecological reason. Conclusions Measures to conserve energy and install renewable energy 
equipment at home are not driven solely by ecological concerns. They may not reduce the carbon 
footprint if people cut down on energy spending to save money to buy other goods. Increasing the 
popularity of energy-saving solutions while maintaining the old, growing consumption path may not 
be enough in the face of environmental threats and the challenges of energy market 
transformation.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Green Politics on the island of Ireland

Session type: Activist

Submitter: John Barry

ABSTRACT: 
A panel discussion about the history and development of green politics on the island of Ireland 
North and South, with a specific focus on recent developments with the creation of the ‘Just 
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Transition Greens’ – a new affiliate group of the Irish Green Party made up of party members who 
disagreed with the decision to enter into coalition government with 2 right wing parties, but also 
open to non-Green Party members; and the recent creation of an explicitly ‘eco-socialist party’ with 
the merger of People before Profit and RISE.

 Speakers from Just Transition Greens (Saoirse McHugh, Lauren Kendell), People before Profit 
(Cian Prendiville).

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: Green transition through dynamics of problematizations: How 
forms of expertise influence the financial and social valuation of energy 
resources in Denmark

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Susse Georg, Peter Karnøe and Jens Iuel-Stissing

ABSTRACT: 
This paper reports on a new project that advances our understanding of green transitions, by 
examining what we call “dynamics of problematization”, which describes the interplay and tensions 
of modes of expertise that inform the social and financial valuation of energy resources in the 
governance of energy transition. The research contributes to transition studies by drawing upon 
recent developments within the intersection between the sociology of knowledge and the social 
studies of valuation. It studies how expertise, understood as ideas, models and calculative tools, 
from different scientific domains (i.e. economics, climate science, energy system modelling) 
perform realities and shape governance that constitute the valuation of energy resources. The 
project also explores new alternative metrics for valuation. The focus is on gas, wind, and biomass, 
central resources in the green transition. The three energy resources have different valuation 
histories, and they all share that the governance that ensure their future social and financial 
valuation currently is unsettled and (re-)negotiated. The project studies the three energy sources 
historically and (ethnographically) in the present in order to capture how dynamics of 
problematizations unfold, allowing learning for green transitions.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Growing Degrowth: The Role of Urban Gardens in the Transition to 
a Prosperous Way Down

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Barbara Maćkiewicz

ABSTRACT: 
Based on the idealization of infinite and unlimited growth as its sole paradigm, the mainstream 
economic system has proved devastating for the planet and humankind. The concept of degrowth 
started as a confused and minority idea but is gradually taking root among researchers and 
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scientists, as well as those groups of citizens see a different planet and different relationships 
between human beings. Degrowth is a contentious term that raises adhesions and/or objections. 
The current agri-food system plays an important role in the dialectic between human beings and 
their environment. The way of producing, distributing, commercializing and consuming is one of the 
main causes of environmental destruction, but can also be one of its solutions. The ultimate 
objective of degrowth in the agri-food system is the satisfaction of needs, guaranteeing an ethical 
and dignified level and quality of life for both the producer and the consumer. Urban gardens play 
an important role in this new prospect, as they demonstrate that food security and sovereignty are 
feasible. As the COVID-19 crisis has caused mandatory and traumatic degrowth in our societies, 
especially in our cities, it is now time to consider urban gardens and agroecology as effective tools 
for initiating planned and voluntary degrowth. Interesting examples of experiences in cities around 
the world exist, but we focus on some found in two medium-sized European cities, Poznan 
(Poland) and Seville (Spain).

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: Growing Pains: A framework to analyse the rising discourses 
critiquing economic growth

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Fabian Maier

ABSTRACT: 
Economic growth has become the primary goal of nations and organizations. However, discourses 
critical to this overarching goal are growing louder and interdisciplinary scholarly work challenging 
growth has increased within the past decade. Such work points to an insatiable appetite for, and 
structural dependencies on, growth within contemporary economies as being the main cause of 
ecological degradation, widening social inequalities, and even increasing risks of pandemics due to 
encroachment into wildlife habitat. Management and organizational research has largely abstained 
from discussions of growth, or, at worst, ideas around growth are simply taken for granted and 
remain unchallenged. To open up new avenues for research, the paper turns towards an analysis 
and review of the burgeoning literature on alternative discourses to growth such as green growth, 
post-growth and degrowth. In doing so we offer a theoretical framework that facilitates further 
research into the challenges of growth at an organizational level and a road map of alternative 
ways of thinking about growth. The paper concludes with implications for further research in 
management and organizational research and stands as a forceful reminder that growth, and the 
grand challenges we face as a planet, should not be considered external to the organizations we 
study.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: Growing plants in cities, across low to high tech approaches

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Dennis Touliatos

ABSTRACT: 
Urban food insecurity in the UK has been further aggravated by the COVID-19 pandemic, exposing 
the vulnerability of just-in time food supply chains, a fragile food charity system and labour 
shortages in agricultural production. Urban Horticulture (UH), the production of fresh fruit and 
vegetables within and around urban areas, is increasingly recognized as a significant contributor to 
urban resilience and food security. Not surprisingly, the COVID-19 pandemic triggered a surge in 
demand for urban allotments and in self-provision of fresh fruit and vegetables grown in urban soil.  
In this presentation, I will give a personal account of my experience as an urban horticulture 
researcher and practitioner.  I will discuss different UH methods – spanning from low to high tech 
approaches, question the sustainability of the practises and will explore the role, if any, of UH 
within a degrowth society and economy.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Growth and pandemics: An epidemiological “Jevons’ paradox”

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Salvador Pueyo

ABSTRACT: 
The relationship between the current, growth-oriented economic system and pandemics is 
intricate, given the successes in controlling historically important infectious diseases in wealthy 
countries, coexisting with an acceleration of the emergence and spread of novel pathogens. If not 
growth itself, the compulsion to grow does appear to play an unambiguous role in keeping 
pandemic risk high despite medical progress. Several lines of evidence suggest that advances in 
infectious disease control give leeway to growth imperatives and drivers in pushing the 
development of major urban centers, global high-speed transportation, industrial animal farming 
and ecosystem destruction. In turn, all of these are well known to favor such diseases, thus 
reproducing the same kind of dynamic observed in resource consumption and known as Jevons’ 
paradox. Such economic developments compel health systems to develop continuously just to 
maintain what had already been achieved, which, furthermore, becomes more difficult under 
neoliberal policies. The process involves massive cost-shifting to society from firms in, e.g., the 
aviation or meat sectors, in the form of risk which materializes intermittently in disasters such as 
COVID-19. To prevent future pandemics, there is an urgent need to constrain pandemiogenic 
economic activities to manageable levels, which would also entail substantial environmental co-
benefits. Taxes could serve this purpose while providing funds for health systems or alternatives to 
such activities, which would be fair given the social costs that the latter create.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 10

148



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Title: Growth independence through social innovations? An analysis of 
potential growth effects of social innovations in the Swiss mountain 
region

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Andrea Winiger and Irmi Seidl

ABSTRACT: 
Social innovations are increasingly discussed as solutions for the manifold challenges in rural, 
peripheral areas. However, it is not clear what effects social innovations have. One of the relevant 
questions is whether social innovations trigger new growth impulses in the regions or contribute to 
growth independence. This contribution aims to close this research gap. To this end, an inventory 
of social innovations in the Swiss mountain region of the Bernese Oberland has been created and 
the potential growth effects (growth stimulation and growth independence) of social innovations 
have been examined using indicators developed for this purpose. As a result, ideal types of social 
innovations with particularly pronounced potential growth effects are presented.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Growth, technology and the bioeconomy

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Martin Fritz

ABSTRACT: 
Many actors in politics and business posit that growing the bioeconomy is a key solution to the 
challen¬ge of phasing-out fossil-fuels. In the bioeconomy raw materials and energy are produced 
from rene¬wable plant and animal based resources. While fossil-fueled economies are running on 
the accelera¬ting linear throughput of extracted fossil materials, bio-based economies rely on 
resources that are deter¬mined by biophysical limits and cyclical regeneration. As the 
accumulation of ever increasing amounts of energy and goods is hardly possible in an economy 
that is based on renewable resources, there is great potential for fundamentally reorganizing 
modern societies. Human work and care activities, consump¬tion patterns and people's mindsets 
will change. However, mainstream politics and science as well as industries hope that the 
bioeconomy will permit to continue with business as usual and not turning away from the growth 
paradigm. In order to question such false promises, critical approaches to the bioeconomy that 
address underlying patterns of unsustainable production and consumption, mentalities, social 
structures and power struggles are much needed. We want to explore and analyse the 
opportunities and risks of an expanding bioeconomy from a degrowth perspective and ask what we 
can learn from past transformation experiences: How do attitudes, common imaginations and 
everyday practises change in the course of a transition to a circular bio-based economy? Is the 
growth of bio-based economies associated with mentalities and social structures that are more in 
line with natu¬ral processes - such as the change from agrarian to industrialized societies gave 
rise to fossil menta-lities and infrastructures? How does the transformation towards a bioeconomy 
modify existing social inequalities? Relation to overall conference theme: While the transformation 
towards a bio-based economy offers opportunities for building alternative livelihoods there are also 

149



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

serious concerns about social and ecological justice in large scale bioecono¬mies: land conflicts, 
agroindustrial monocultures and the further utilization of nature in terms of cost-benefit-analyses 
are apparent problems. Political conflicts around the (re-)distributi¬on of limited resources are likely 
to intensify. In our sub-theme we aim to identify and analyse these tensions and conflicts, but also 
focus on possible solutions and ways to put forward the radical transformation we need. In this 
session we explore the links between the growth paradigm and the bioeconomy. We discuss the 
opportunities of a bio-based economy to overcome the growth paradigm and the limits and barriers 
in doing so. To this end, the contributions analyse current policy proposals such as the German 
Bioeconomy Strategy, introduce the idea of a high-tech bioeconomy, provide a historical 
perspective on past bioeconomies asking what we can learn from this for postfossil bioeconomic 
futures and, finally, illustrate the links between growth and the bioeconomy with insights from the 
Finnish wood-based bioeconomy as a model of growth.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Healthcare after growth: Exploring strategies for an ecologically, 
economically and socially sustainable future

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Christine Corlet Walker

ABSTRACT: 
Our current economic system depends on growth to function effectively. Several recent reports 
have aimed to understand this growth dependency and have sought ways to mitigate it. In the light 
of the long-term slowdown in the growth rate already witnessed in advanced economies and the 
potential threats to economic growth from climate change, biodiversity loss and social disruption, 
such strategies are both sensible and desirable. In many ways, the UK’s adult social care sector 
represents a microcosm of the growth dependencies observed in the wider economy. Growing 
demand, resulting from an ageing population, create a dependency on ever-increasing production 
of health and social care services. Rising costs, resulting from the time-intensive nature of social 
care, demand growing revenues for care companies to stay afloat. The use of predatory financial 
practices by investment firms places extraordinary ongoing financial costs on large parts of the 
sector. These growth dependencies can be attenuated or aggravated by physical, financial, 
legislative, and social factors. The privatised structure of adult social care, combined with an 
absence of effective financial legislation, creates the conditions that expose care companies to 
overleveraging, among other risks. Tackling these underlying structures would not only reduce the 
growth dependency of the adult social care sector but would also generate other social and 
environmental co-benefits. Drawing on the case of adult social care we present a political 
economic framework for identifying, analysing and transforming sector-level growth dependencies 
in the welfare state.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9
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Title: Here in the North we fly! A needs-based perspective on flying less 
in Northern Norway

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Mònica Guillén-Royo

ABSTRACT: 
This paper takes a needs and practice-theoretical approach to analyze travelers’ perceptions of the 
journey between the northern city of Bodø and Oslo, the capital city of Norway. Bodø is the second 
largest Norwegian town north of the Artic circle, the 15th largest in Norway and hosts the 6th 
largest airport in terms of capacity and passengers. With near 850.000 passengers per year, the 
1.5 hours flight Oslo-Bodø is the 5th most popular in the country, and despite being the end station 
of the country’s northern train line, not many travelers take the 18-hour train ride. The increasing 
CO2 emissions from inland trips are the focus of a heated debate in Norway. The fact that 734 km 
of the train journey are provided by a diesel train, results in airline managers claiming that flying is 
a more environmentally friendly alternative than taking the train, which researchers dispute in 
terms of the warming effect of condensation trails. But to what extent the technological focus 
deviates the attention from the societal changes required to adopt low-carbon transport practices? 
Following Hal Wilhite practice-theoretical approach, this study investigates people’s travel practices 
between Bodø and Oslo drawing on in-depth interviews, participant observation and survey data. It 
considers the resources, norms and infrastructures that sustain travel practices between these two 
destinations and links them to the concept of need satisfier as defined by Manfred Max-Neef. 
Preliminary analyses suggests that flying less can easily be achieved concerning work related 
practices (commuting, attending meetings or conferences); as participants associate 
videoconferencing and travelling less for work to greater need fulfilment.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: How can European law and policy-making motivate companies 
and consumers to move towards a circular economy?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tineke Lambooy

ABSTRACT: 
How can European law and policy-making motivate companies and consumers to move towards a 
circular economy? The study presents a follow-up research project to our EU SMART studies 
(Sustainable Market Actors for Responsible Trade; https://www.smart.uio.no/) concerning 
international value chains of ready-made garment and mobile telephones, in which we analysed 
the barriers and drivers for market actors' contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
within planetary boundaries, with the aim of achieving Policy Coherence for Development. The 
results in our studies revealed several gaps in policy-making, law, public and corporate 
governance, technological innovation, and consumer behaviour that hinder the realisation of a 
circular economy. In this paper, we first categorise those gaps among the various relevant fields of 
European policy-making and law-making. Subsequently, we explore how European law and policy-
making in each of the categories can move towards supporting and requiring companies to design 
products in such a way that they can be recycled in an economic and practical way, and that 
consumers return their products to the producers or to other parties in the recycling chain. The 
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approach is two-fold: (i) a literature study, in which solutions towards the identified gaps will be 
examined, categorised and compared, and rated in terms of success; and (ii) interviews with EU 
stakeholders will be held in order to test their appreciation of the solutions. 

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: How degrowth as one Ecological Economics objective can be 
implemented by governance, politics and laws?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Volker Mauerhofer

ABSTRACT: 
This contribution starts from the angle of the necessity of an absolute reduction of the Global 
North’s use of Earth’s sink and source capacities due to the unchangeable biophysical limitations 
and assesses the instruments therefore available to different types of stakeholders. In terms of 
methodology, this subchapter applies in a hermeneutic manner the decision support framework of 
3D-Sustainability, the analytical differentiation among stakeholders as the “players of the game” 
and institutions as the “rules of the game” and adds to these rule-focused instruments two further 
types of instruments, namely economic-incentive focused and information focused one. The 
findings start with a distinction among substantial inter-national and intra-national finetuning when it 
comes to the implementation of this absolute reduction goal in the Global North and provides 
justifications therefore. Then, in a rough overview, the generally availability of the three instrument 
types to three overall types of stakeholders – namely 1. governmental ones, 2. for-profit ones and 
3. not-for-profit ones is presented and discussed. For the further analysis, governmental 
stakeholders are picked out due to their unique availability of rule-focused instruments. Then, the 
different extent of availability of these instruments to governmental stakeholders on three levels 
(national, regional and international) of the geopolitical scale is shown and analyzed. Afterwards, 
national stakeholders are picked out for the further analysis due to their unique availability of those 
rule-focused instruments that allow to raise taxes as own income source. In relation to all three 
types of instruments discussed, concrete national actions that implement absolute reductions 
based on four of six 3D-Sustainability criteria, namely sufficiency, eco-effectiveness, ecological 
equity and socio-effectiveness, are presented. Conclusions further emphasize the global relevance 
of the findings and point out potential future research directions. Adapted from Mauerhofer (2020). 
Sustainable Development Law in (only) one world: challenges and perspectives for governance 
and governments, In: Volker Mauerhofer, Daniela Rupo and Lara Tarquinio (Eds), Sustainability 
and Law: general and specific aspects, SpringerNature International 

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: How to imagine a good life

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Timmo Krueger

ABSTRACT: 
The concept of Buen Vivir goes back to political struggles by indigenous movements in Ecuador 
(who speak of Sumak Kawsay) and Bolivia (Suma Qamaña). The concept was made globally 
adaptable in transcontinental exchanges between social movement activists and through the work 
of "translators" like Alberto Acosta and Eduardo Gudynas. Building on this, processes of 
(re-)localization occur, in which the global perspective is again concretized to local conditions. 
Here, "localizers" are at work who fill the globalized, abstract notion of Buen Vivir with specific 
content and, thus, introduce it into local discourses. The German degrowth and climate justice 
movement is one of the central receptors of Buen Vivir. These (re-)localization processes have 
hardly been examined so far and are the focus of the proposed paper. The empirical basis are 
expert interviews with relevant translators and localizers as well as group discussions with 
initiatives and groups of the degrowth and climate justice movement. Two central theses on the 
use of the concept by German-speaking protagonists can be derived from the empirical material: 1) 
The attention to Buen Vivir varies over time. The fluctuating relevance can be traced back to the 
course of political struggles both in the Andean countries and in Europe itself. 2) The notion of 
Buen Vivir fills a void in the framing strategy of social movements in Germany. The concept goes 
beyond criticism and rejection and has an utopian surplus. The reference to Buen Vivir represents 
an opportunity for many protagonists to make positive visions thinkable and expressible.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: How to implement degrowth in a systemic way? Introduction of 
the Transitional Legal Approach as a tool for translating alternative 
perspectives into the law and policy

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Andrzej Strzałkowski

ABSTRACT: 
The of issue of specifying degrowth postulates, its operationalisation, and practical implementation 
invariably remains one of the crucial challenges for our degrowth research and practice. 
Paradoxically, the growth-centred economics could serve as a wonderful example for ecological 
economics while the public policies, and their basis – the legal system, are full of direct and 
ostentatious mainstream economics ideas. Why the growth-centred economics is so easy for 
translating into legal regulations and how it has been done? If degrowth can be translated into legal 
language in the similar way to speed up transition into it? To answer these questions I propose a 
new, interdisciplinary research direction – the Transitional Legal Approach (TLA). Law and other 
systemic regulations should not be perceived as purely a one of the tools for degrowth transition, 
comparable to “market-based” or “soft” measures. Actually, in modern states, it is a basis, and 
often a basic tool, for virtually all actions of public policies and commercial corporations – from 
imposing strict rules to funding and organizing information campaigns. At the same time, the law, 
including internal corporate rules, cover the whole states, continents, and globe, as well as huge 
spectrum of social and economic practices, in very detailed manner. Moreover, what is important 
for us, it has hierarchical, systemic, and logical structure – relatively easy to analysis and 
modification. To sum up, the law and formal norms are themselves about practical utilization! 
Taking these into account, I would like to suggest that interdisciplinary research on the ways of 
translation of degrowth (especially degrowth sensu stricto – abandon of growth) practices into legal 
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language might be very fruitful for its operationalisation as well as formulating precise and 
understandable recommendations for practitioners (not only policy-makers but also social 
movements) to assure that these ideas do not stay on (journal) paper. During the presentation I 
would like to shortly present main ideas of the TLA as well as speculate on systemic strategies, 
also inspired by the social practice theory and multi-level perspective, on its implementation like 
creating and systematically expanding integrated system of degrowth practices, creating degrowth 
standards and certification schemes, as well as enacting dedicated and protected degrowth legal 
regimes for interested persons and businesses. As well, I will highlight possibility of 
operationalizing degrowth not only as something in the future but also as something that is partly, 
already implemented and on which the future social system could be built.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Human and Ecological Well-being as key to the transformational 
potential of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Mojgan Chapariha

ABSTRACT: 
In recent debates on ecological economics, transition toward an economy based on the ultimate 
goal of human well-being in the context of sustainability has been explored as an alternative 
paradigm. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by United Nations contribute 
to economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainability which is important for improving 
human and ecological well-being. However, SDGs has been criticized for disregarding the 
interconnection between its goals and targets which doesn’t lead to sustainable path. Moreover, it 
lacks an explicit ultimate goal which potentially leaving abundant margin for interpretation and for 
outcomes ranging from strong to weak sustainability. Scholars (e.g. Costanza et al., 2016) have 
therefore proposed human well-being in the context of sustainability as an ultimate goal. This 
paper adopts systems thinking and End-means continuum of Daly to illustrate the interactions 
between goals of SDGs and to distinguish between means and ends of SDGs. Therefore, this 
paper will analyze implications of interpreting the SDGs as a platform from which to explore the 
status of human and ecological well-being, placing this in context of the wider debates on well-
being in the Ecological Economics Agenda. This paper concludes that human and ecological well-
being are keys for transforming potentials of SDGs.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Human-Earth Relationships through the lenses of Behavioural 
Economics, Collective and Individual Decision Making

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Alice Damiano

ABSTRACT: 
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This session would consist in 4 paper presentations that combine Ecological Economics and/or 
Degrowth topics with Behavioural Economics, Collective Decision Making, and/or Individual 
Decision Making. The papers presented will likely address one or more of these questions: - What 
concepts explain why our individual and/or collective decisions are too often not ecologically 
conscious? - What mechanisms identified in Behavioural Economics should we leverage on to 
promote the shift towards more ecologically conscious decisions? - Does Behavioural Economics 
itself, as a discipline, need to change in order to better take into account Ecological Economics and 
the need to shift to alternative, more sustainable livelihoods? Note: People interested in 
participating in this session have been invited to submit their abstracts directly to you. Hence, I do 
not have a list of prospective participants, the list will depend on whether enough abstracts about 
this topic are submitted and accepted. For now the only contributor I can list is myself, with the 
paper titled "Indigenous perspectives and Behavioural Economics teaming up to review 
Economics" (ironically, in my own paper submission I forgot to write a note stating that I would like 
my paper to be considered for this session--apologies! Please do consider it for this session). 
Participants might be able to come in person or need to participate remotely. If appropriate, other 
kinds of contributions might be acceptable, too (e.g., art)

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11

Title: Human-Nature Interaction for Sustainability - Knowledge and 
Livelihoods vs Economics Development in the Banni Grasslands

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Debanjana Dey

ABSTRACT: 
This paper argues that the environment vs. development imagination conceals the politics of 
knowing ecosystems and livelihoods. In an exploratory analysis of a community’s response to the 
different developmental challenges impacting their ecosystem, this paper shows how the Maldhari 
(pastoralists) in the Banni grasslands, in Kachchh (Gujarat, India), re-negotiate their livelihoods 
and relationships with the grasslands.   The Banni landscape has been transformed by several 
natural and anthropogenic changes. The paper focuses on the norms of the community, which 
have evolved over time, with continual interaction between human and natural systems. The 
natural drivers bring about changes in any ecosystem beyond human control; and the Maldharis 
have developed different coping mechanisms to deal with these changes. For example, for drought 
their coping mechanisms range from testing the abilities of drought tolerant breeds (say to feed on 
minimum fodder and water, to walk long distances to survive the feed scarcity and heat stress); 
migration and selling of livestock. Since the Maldharis have lived and co-evolved with the 
grassland, their learning is rich and constantly evolving; this has resulted in their knowledge about 
the ecological actors – the soils, wetlands, grasses, and the species of animals and the inter-
linkages among the different ecological actors.   As the state’s development policies like the dams 
in almost all the streams and rivers, introduction of Prosopis juliflora, and organised dairy 
development changed the Banni landscape, these norms or institutions held by the Maldharis also 
changed. Shaped by the community’s knowledge about the ecosystem, the relationship among the 
different ecological actors and the needs of the community, the landscape and the community 
confront the might of expertise, technology, investment, and top-down decision making of the 
state’s development agenda.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8
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Title: Imaginaries Beyond Economics

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Josephine Becker

ABSTRACT: 
Out of criticism that degrowth is very economics-centred, the researcher explored what imaginaries 
and values are present for degrowth scholars, beyond economics. This was pursued by focusing 
on two objectives; A) nature’s role in degrowth futures, which was particularly in response to 
criticism by several Global South collectives, movements and individuals of the lack of Nature 
Rights in Degrowth advocacy and how this upholds anthropocentric superiority. Objective B) 
interrogated what environmental justice values and strategies are present for Degrowth scholars. 
In its aim to expand degrowth discourse/theory, this inductive research project used a mixed-
method approach and combined a number of theoretical framework perspectives such as: feminist, 
anti-colonial, anti-capitalist and pro-multispecies justice. This framework was specifically created 
for this study and is visualised in the document attached. Its applicability to this study and whether 
it is true for other Degrowth scholarship could be presented at the conference. Additionally, the 
results of survey and interviews with Degrowth scholars were astonishing, raw and bold in their 
imaginations and values for environmental-just degrowth futures. Their radical approach of care, 
solidarity, decoloniality and autonomy was refreshing, however raised some important questions 
why such values are only boldly stated in most recent Degrowth literature. This led the researcher 
to explore further if stated values are inherent to Degrowth, and whether the realisation of such will 
occur “naturally” or if there should be a clearer stating of justice principles in Degrowth advocacy. 
The theoretical framework mentioned above is particularly useful in exploring this and calls for 
further investigate what (institutional) structures exist that restrict and impact the academics’ 
radical imaginaries in their scholarship. Overall, the researcher hopes to expand degrowth theory 
at a critical moment in time, when its gaining mainstream popularity and to reiterate the importance 
of visions beyond what we are against as well was what we are for. It would be a pleasure to share 
my theoretical framework and my dissertation findings at this conference and discuss with others 
how to move forward for more radical imaginations of environmental-just degrowth futures, and the 
mobilisation of those.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Imagining climate futures: two paths for continuity and change

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hannah Cepik

ABSTRACT: 
The Catarinense region of Brazil has historically been characterized by recurrent submissions to 
extratropical cyclogens, typhoons, severe stormy weather, dry heat waves, extreme frosts and sea 
agitation. In climatological and geological terms, the greater incidence of phenomena associated 
with extreme conditions and severe times is explained by the variable presence of atmospheric 
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systems, among them, the Atlantic Polar mass, which builds a regional environmental history 
marked by natural disaster scenarios. Among the severe atmospheric and hydrological events, it is 
worth mentioning: those organized by movements of atmospheric air, such as Hurricane Catarina 
(2004) and the recent Cyclone-bomb (2020), which caused record winds in the history of the state, 
and the formation of various tornadoes. Although justified by structuring natural conditions in the 
region, the progressive greater incidence and strength of extreme events in Santa Catarina have 
led to correlations about global climate conditions, such as rising temperatures, warming ocean 
waters and greater deforestation of humid regulatory areas. For the past 15 years, for example, the 
IPCC has reported a higher incidence of precipitation over the years, indicating changes in 
hydrological cycles associated with global patterns of climate change in the region. Being located 
in a convective system of great expression, the correlation inquires: if the reports observe an 
increase in temperatures in the oceans, the atmosphere and the continent, could these regional 
systems be intensifying even more? This correlation raises yet another relevant question: whether 
geological and atmospheric structures are not the only circumstances capable of explaining natural 
events, but also the climatic changes resulting from the increase in global temperature born from 
anthropogenic action, especially from the second half of the 19th century, has an important place in 
the analysis of these phenomena. And, although recognizing the particularities of the state in the 
configuration of environmental disasters, the characterization of the updates of the records of these 
events, as well as the effects of a global scale of changes, brings about the imagination of 
replicating these situations, albeit analogous, to other regions of Brazil. Looking into IPCC's 
regional and global climatological reports and projections, we propose what the imagined future 
would look like for these specific Brazilian regions and the country in general. Could it be anything 
like the UN's Sustainability Agenda for 2030? Two futures seem to be formed in parallel lines: one 
of hope, and one of disaster. The practice of envisioning as a methodological resource is not new. 
With regard to climate issues, it has been used through the development of imaginative 
frameworks. This is the case, for example, of Antarctica - whose implication for the unfolding of 
events in Santa Catarina is direct, due to the Atlantic Polar Mass that arises from the continent and 
reaches the Brazilian state via the coast - which has been transformed, since the 1957, in one of 
the places for parameterization of global climate through imagery references on changes in the 
environment, such as, for example, predictions about the melting of glaciers, the maximum 
temperature averages expected for the next few years and the models on increasing ocean levels. 
It is also from these scales that mitigation strategies are carried out for future scenarios understood 
as undesirable or impracticable for the existence of communities. Imagining via speculation is 
organized into much broader possibilities, however, than obtaining scientific data. As a relational 
category, it can be understood as the link between realities materialized in the present (in social 
relations and practices, and current epistemologies) and the unfolding of these realities in open 
futures to the immanent conditions organized by this same materiality. The central point of 
speculation as a methodological resource is the statement that it is not possible to imagine what is 
not configured as a real possibility for worlds to be created, even if that possibility has not been 
initiated as materiality. In this sense, as Salazar (2019) points, speculations are much more 
immanent than projective, since they only appear as a glimpse when they already exist in some 
configuration of the real. As types, three main anticipatory practices are usually drawn: that of 
calculus, which is very present in scientific approaches, that of imagination, which is present in 
artistic practices and in what is intuitive in existence and, finally, that of realization, present in 
practices that envision, in another time, the updating of reality in another materiality framework. 
Facing two paths for imagination, one of continuity of extreme climate events and one of change, 
we began to compose a collage of images, sounds and newspaper articles of expected and 
imagined scenarios of increased unrestrained climatic effects. Imagining from news that already 
exists. We asked ourselves: what would happen if the cyclone-bomb of 2020 travelled to different 
latitudes of the country? The elaboration of the first possibility, continuity, was based on the main 
news stories related to water (and waters) in three major Brazilian cities: Rio de Janeiro (Serrana 
Region (2010); Duque de Caxias (2020); in Belo Horizonte (Vilarinho 2010; Center-South 2020); 
and in Porto Alegre (through the floods caused by the 2020's cyclone-bomb and unprecedented 
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Summer cycle of drought, rainfall and floods). We projected with our collage what the future would 
look like in 2030, following the next 10 year cycle of increasing climate change.The images created 
do not necessarily refer to a sense of evolution of the observed pictures, but at some point they 
presuppose, in the first possibility, the inexistence of new communities or utopias that produce non-
hegemonic forms of relationship with environments and non-human organisms. In the second 
scenario envisioned, change, we chose to build from an already existing agricultural practice, 
succession agroforestry systems (SAFs). Precursors of agroforestry are native peoples and 
contemporary views of this practice have become increasingly popular in Brazil. Here, other types 
of relationships are envisioned in the materialization of this practice as an environment, and, 
therefore, as a place for the creation of communities trying to imagine that conforming interspecies 
communication systems are designed based on this productive way. The use of agroforestry as a 
scenario for a future imagined as change presupposes our understanding that, in addition to a 
productive-economic system, it is a different way of life, which re-elaborates epistemological 
parameters and, therefore, allows the materialization of new utopias and new ways to be in the 
world. What we see as a possibility is an artistic practice as methodology; looking at agroforestry 
from an aesthetic point of view, but also from the possibility of creating sustainable communities 
and utopias through an imaginative framework. Art as an anthropological methodology has now 
long been a topic of debate, from Alfred Gell (2018) to George Marcus (2006). Artists and art 
researchers are more inclined to drink from anthropology, while some anthropologists, linked to a 
more scientific approach to research, are less optimistic of this encounter. Marija Krsti (2011), in 
dialogue with George Marcus, demonstrates how many successful anthropological researches 
have been created with artistic methods and visual experiments in postcolonial practices, 
overcoming the social sciences framework in interdisciplinary methods. According to Kester (2006), 
Nicolas Bourriaud, director of the Palais de Tokyo in Paris, named “relational aesthetic” the concept 
that contains various collaborative artistic practices beginning in the 1990s. Involving the staging of 
microutopias and microcommunities, some of these practices are made of encounters, events and 
collaboration in general between members of the community. It is the case of, for example, 
Thomas Hirschhorn’s speculative and philosophical monuments, as stated by Nikos 
Papastergiadis (2014). In Hirschorn’s work, the community comes together to build, teach and 
create art in a temporary autonomous zone. In these processes, Kester states, artists create other 
models of sociality, reorienting artistic practices and moving away from form, object or technical 
expertise, and into a process of inter-subjective exchange. In this way, maybe theories such as 
Acosta's Buen vivir (2016) have a longer shelf-life as an art project than as a public policy 
proposal. During a time of impossibility of closeness, these projects become models to reflect upon 
and act according to within our limits. We sought projects that embodied these practices in a virtual 
context – collaboration and inter-subjective exchange for the imagination of microutopias. It was 
with Louise Ganz’s Visitas (2016), Guerreiro do Divino Amor’s Superfictional World Atlas (2005-
current) and Ana Ferraz’s (2016) collaborative ethnofiction and hypermedia anthropology that we 
designed our imaginative project. If to imagine microutopias is to create our livelihoods, then we 
choose hope. Through anthropology and art, we shape the future we want to thrive in.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Imagining into the Real - a dramaworkshop to embody concrete 
visions of roads to the future

Session type: Artistic
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Submitter: Paula Novo

ABSTRACT: 
This workshop drama will be used as a resource for creativity in imagining roads to sustainable 
future economies. The workshop will be a process of finding ways to look at the world with open 
eyes, and yet not losing our hope, creativity and ability to act in the world. Jacob Levi Moreno 
defined spontaneity as the ability to respond adequately to the situations that faces us in life. 
Drawing on Moreno’s work, theoretically through his thinking on creativity and spontaneity, but also 
through using one of his methods, sociodrama, we will try to build an understanding of what his 
concept of spontaneity can mean in a practical way, in today’s world and in face of ecological 
crisis. Drama is a method that can both clarify and hold the complexity and emotional aspects of an 
issue. In the workshop we let the participants explore drama as a resource in developing social 
imaginaries and concretizing possible roads to our images of positive futures. Participants will be 
invited to unpack aspects of the societal situation we are in, through simple embodied methods 
derived from sociodrama and drama pedagogy. Bringing theories of de-growth and personal 
experiences into an exploration with arts-based methods, we invite you to create new 
understandings and to scout for how these can be advanced in further research and action in 
society.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Impact of Extreme Climate on Household Social and Aggregate 
Expenditures in Uttarakhand: A District-level Quantitative Assessment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jheelum Sarkar

ABSTRACT: 
Sudden catastrophic glacial meltdown and floods in the middle of the day on February 7 2021 in 
Chamoli district of the mountainous state of Uttarakhand had caused widespread panic and 
rampant devastation in the mountainous state of Uttarakhand. This paper investigates the impact 
of the disastrous flash floods of June 2013, which had affected the high-altitude mountainous state, 
on the welfare of local communities. It is evident that the mid-day cloudburst and flash floods 
caused huge adverse implications for human life, livestock, agricultural land, habitation and 
infrastructure, with long-lasting welfare effects.
Our results corroborate the argument that extreme climate events have unfavourable impacts on 
human society at large. Moreover, at the micro-level, these effects vary across regions as well as 
socio-economic characteristics of the population. The skewed nature of the impact of such 
disasters has several policy implications for mitigation and adaptation to climate change. Negative 
externalities emanating from rapid urbanisation and population pressure on land need to be 
internalised through effective regulatory mechanisms.
Over the past two decades, the issue of climate change has gained momentum worldwide and 
India is no exception. According to the 2020 study by Council on Energy, Environment, and Water, 
more than 75 percent of Indian districts are hotspots of extreme climate events. The study finds 
that over the period 1970-2020, the frequency of events such as landslides, heavy rainfall, 
thunderstorms, and cloudbursts have increased by more than twenty times, and that of flood 
events alone raised by around eight times. Besides, India has globally ranked 7th in terms of 
extreme climate events (Climate Risk Index 2021). 
As most nations, including India, negotiate to strike a deal for compliance to greenhouse gas 
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(GHGs) emissions targets at the international forum, it is pertinent to take cognisance of the 
implications of climate change at the micro-level, viz. disruptions in the interactions between man 
and nature. Climate shocks have differential impacts across space, time, and population. In fact, 
such shocks aggravate social inequality, making socio-economically marginalised population 
disproportionately worse-off. Hare (2003) investigated the impact of a hurricane in the year 1996 
that resulted in more than 1000 deaths and substantial economic loss in central Andhra Pradesh, 
India. The findings suggest that poor landless labourers were the worst affected since they were 
without permanent accommodation and the daily wage was inadequate to meet the demand for 
food and other necessities and assets for survival during these hazardous times. Using a panel 
dataset for households over the period 1988–2012, Aggarwal (2019) estimated that in the event of 
changing climate, about 70 percent of the poorer population experiences decline in consumption 
while top 30 percent observes rise in consumption.
Furthermore, location and geography also contribute to the heterogeneity in the impacts of climate 
change. Apparently, mountainous regions are one of the most exposed ecosystems to climate 
change as the impacts of climate shocks are more often seen in these regions than other terrestrial 
habitats. Climate impacts form an important threat to the populations in these regions, and have 
considerable effects on water resources. With rising global temperatures, several glaciers are 
retreating, amplifying the effects of climate change. Studies based on climate change in the 
Himalayan belt indicate that communities are negatively impacted by warmer winters, untimely 
rainfall and water scarcity (Dash and Hunt, 2007; Renton, 2009). 
Based on the differences in socio-economic characteristics, it is evident that the impact of climate 
change is more pronounced in regions where communities lack welfare-focussed development 
infrastructure. For instance, upon classifying Indian states into more and less developed on the 
basis of human development index (HDI), Panwar and Sen (2019) show that less developed 
states, such as Uttarakhand, are relatively more sensitive to shocks posed by climate extremes 
such as floods. They estimate that higher per capita income in combination with easier accessibility 
to education and healthcare are efficient absorbers of adversity posed by extreme climate events 
such as floods. Besides, lack of access to adequate water, proper shelter and dissemination of 
information increase dependence of communities in the mountainous regions (such as the Kimsar 
region of Uttarakhand) on environmental parameters and increase their vulnerabilities (Rajesh et 
al., 2014). 
While the aforementioned studies throw some light on the heterogeneous impacts of extreme 
climate events on communities and regions, the scope of analysis is confined to the aspect of 
climate change in general. One of the contrasting features of our study is the causal inference 
drawn from a natural experiment (in this case, the sudden cloudburst and flash floods in 
Uttarakhand on June 2013) and the resultant implications on the well-being of the local 
communities. 
As an indicator of socio-economic well-being, we consider monthly per capita consumption 
spending of households across all the districts for our study. The data are derived from the various 
rounds of the National Sample Survey Organization, Government of India, namely the 68th and the 
71st rounds. 
Our identification strategy relies on the June 2013 catastrophe as a natural experiment that is 
utilised to capture the pre- June 2013 (2010-11) and post-June 2013 (2013-14) differences in the 
pattern of consumption expenditure of households. We reckon that consumption patterns indicate 
the measure of well-being of the household. Therefore, any change in consumption spending on 
account of a climate shock would have a direct impact on the livelihood of the members of the 
household and, hence, their welfare. Using a difference-in-differences estimation strategy, we 
compare the changes in the monthly per capita consumption expenditure in the districts of the 
flood-hit state, Uttarakhand (treatment group) to the districts of its upstream neighbouring state, 
Himachal Pradesh, that experienced very low or no effects (control group) due to flash flood 
incident of June 2013. Thus, the bordering state of Himachal Pradesh qualifies to be a suitable 
counterfactual since, otherwise, it shares similarity with Uttarakhand in terms of geography, 
demography and socio-economic characteristics than any other state of India. Moreover, the 
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terrain of the two states is similar and is more likely to be exposed to extreme climate events. 
Apart from the dummies pertaining to time, districts treated and interaction between the treated 
district and the treatment year, we control for factors such as demographic profile (family 
characteristics like household size, marital status and gender composition) and socio-economic 
characteristics (education, occupation) of households. 
Our preliminary results suggest that the flash floods incident had perverse effects on household 
consumption expenditure. These results are statistically significant and robust across all 
specifications. Our main findings indicated that higher the share of dependent population in a 
household, more adverse was the impact of the flash flood event. Besides, households with higher 
proportion of female family members were disproportionately worse affected. Education attainment 
and main occupation of the households acted as shock absorbers of this extreme event: 
households having members with higher education acquisition were relatively less affected than 
those of with lower levels of education as they may have alternative livelihood options; households 
characterised by casual or irregular means of earnings and/ or climate dependent occupations 
were negatively affected by the flash flood, while the households with more regular and stable 
income are less affected by it. The role of social group and faith also brought out interesting 
sociological implications.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: In search for meaning: cultural and psychological aspects of the 
degrowth proposal

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Yaella Depietri

ABSTRACT: 
The concept of growth has been defined as the most important idea of the 20th century. Economic 
growth, however, is under deep scrutiny as the root cause of much of the environmental 
degradation we are experiencing today. To tackle this problem, the proponents of the degrowth 
movement identify as a primary objective the need to decolonize, mentally and culturally, the 
institutional, individual and collective imaginaries from the paradigm of growth. Economic growth is 
described as an imperative, an axiomatic necessity, a “collective action” tragedy, a hegemonic 
idea, an ideology and a dogma which needs to be eradicated if we want to alt and reverse 
environmental degradation. In this paper, I analyze the concepts of economic growth and the 
degrowth from a cultural and psychological perspective by reviewing the relevant literature in 
Ecological Economics, Psychology, Economic Psychology and that dealing with the Psychology of 
Sustainable Development. Based on this literature, I further developed the idea that economic 
growth is intended as a goal which creates a vision and, most importantly, a sense of meaning and 
purpose. I suggest that, if it may well be that one important driver of economic growth, and a 
strength of the paradigm, is the pursuit of meaning (rather than merely of happiness), then the 
degrowth proposal for a sustainable transition towards a dematerialized society would necessarily 
need to fill a void in terms of the human search and need for purpose once we drop material 
growth as a societal goal. I conclude by suggesting possible sustainable, but also potentially 
meaningful, goals and visions for a degrowth society.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11
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Title: Innovations for degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Nils Heyen

ABSTRACT: 
Any transformation to a post-growth society needs innovations. In contrast to contemporary 
innovation systems, which usually rely on economic growth and increasing resource consumption, 
post-growth oriented innovation systems will probably be based more on social than technical 
innovations. However, what has been paid very little attention to, so far, are the different and often 
ambivalent roles various types of innovations may play on the way to, and in support of, a post-
growth society. The same applies to the (interdependent) relationship between innovations or 
innovation systems on one side and economic growth on the other. Having a background in 
innovation research, we would like to initiate an interdisciplinary discourse bringing together 
insights and concepts from both degrowth and innovation research. Since we believe that it is 
crucial for society to become generally more independent of economic growth, we aim to shed light 
on the following questions: To what extent are current innovation systems and processes 
dependent on economic growth? Which types of technical and social innovations contribute to a 
greater societal independence from economic growth? What do the innovation systems that 
generate these ‘post-growth innovations’ look like and how do they differ from contemporary 
innovation systems? And, last but not least, what can we learn from all this for a post-growth 
oriented research and innovation policy?

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Insights into achieving Sustainable Development Goals through 
degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Emily Ghosh

ABSTRACT: 
U.N.’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) lays out a pathway for a prosperous future where 
poverty is eliminated, and people’s needs and well-being are met in a manner that preserves the 
environment and limits climate change. To achieve this in developing countries, the SDGs 
advocate for “inclusive green growth” which encourages economic growth to reduce poverty. 
However, inclusive green growth proponents recognize that the environmental impacts from 
economic growth might offset environmental gains and that growth must be more inclusive than in 
the past in order to reduce inequalities. With these concerns in mind, is economic growth a 
necessary precursor to reducing poverty in developing economies? The discussion on alternative 
growth pathways is almost always approached from a Western or Eurocentric perspective, with 
some exceptions. Many alternative growth advocates believe that alternative growth paradigms 
(such as degrowth) should only apply to developed economies. This mindset has often deterred 
exploration of degrowth alongside development. However, given the origins of degrowth out of 
developing countries, the idea of degrowth in a developing context should not be such a far-
fetched idea. Our project explored how a developing country might follow a degrowth pathway to 

162



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

meet SDG goals. Here, we present qualitative and quantitative results from a case study of 
degrowth application in two landlocked developing countries. For the quantitative assessment, we 
use a simple macroeconomic model with an economic baseline that considers COVID-19. This 
study will provide insight into an alternative approach for achieving SDGs without economic 
growth.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Institutionalizing Forest Conservation: Experiences From an 
Indian Protected area

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Madhusmita Dash

ABSTRACT: 
Biodiversity has become an issue of global concern due its rapid reduction worldwide in recent 
decades. The developing countries have adopted both community-based participatory policy as 
well as co-management approach for sustainable management of natural resources. India passed 
the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers Recognition of Forest Rights Act 
(FRA), 2006 – a historic law that provides rights of forest-dwelling communities to land and other 
natural resources. However, the implementation of FRA remains dismal even after twelve years of 
its existence. This raises an important question: Are there significant differences between the co-
administered vis-à-vis the self-initiated community approaches in terms of conservation outcomes? 
And, if so, what factors explain these differential outcomes? In this context, the present paper aims 
to identify and evaluate the types of institutions involved in the management of PA resources and 
examine the institutional factors responsible for differential conservation outcomes in case of the 
Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR) – a large insurgent-affected PA located in the northern Eastern 
Ghats, India. The study uses both quantitative and qualitative data collected from 240 households 
across 12 buffer zone villages located inside the STR. The study finds that the areas under self-
initiated local institutions are significantly better managed as compared to those that are not. 
However, they often struggled to overcome conflicts between local stakeholders, inconsistent 
representation, and a lack of basic funding for their operations. On the other hand, the study finds 
that the potential utility of co-management of PA is relatively large. The study concludes that co-
management works better when the both stakeholder groups (the local community and the state) 
have well-defined property rights and responsibilities, spring up adequate institutional capacity, and 
build mutual trust, respect and communication. The study argues that in order to reduce trust 
deficit that exist between fringe villages and the forest department, more usufruct and ownership 
rights over resource must be transferred to local people. Further, payment for environmental 
services (PES) and sharing of revenue from eco-tourism and sale of forest resources (not entitled 
to the local community under the FRA) can go a long way to ensure livelihood security and 
enhance better conservation outcome. Keywords: Institutions, Biodiversity conservation; Property 
rights; Similipal; Odisha; India

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6
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Title: Integrated analysis of PES policies, landscape and livelihoods

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Diana Alfonso-Bécares

ABSTRACT: 
In regions subjected to rapid land use change and deforestation Payment for Ecosystem Services 
(PES) schemes have been used by governments as conservation tools also aimed to fight poverty 
in the places where they are implemented. These policies, now generalized in countries such as 
Mexico and Costa Rica where they have been long present are expected to tackle biodiversity loss 
and deforestation and improve the livelihoods of the participants in the program. However, 
questions arise regarding the social and environmental outcomes of the policy and some scholars 
suggest that their efficiency is rather linked to the socioeconomic context where they intervene 
than the policy design itself. We argue that famers have adopted conservation schemes as an 
alternative strategy to improve their livelihoods by reconfiguring their social practices in several 
distinct and context dependent pathways. In order to depict this diversity and to grasp the 
intertwinement between environmental and social impacts we propose an integrated framework 
that builds upon complexity theory and Multi-Scale Integrated Analysis of Societal and Ecosystem 
Metabolism (MuSIASEM) approach. This framework takes into account the articulation of farmers’ 
social practices with demographic, agricultural and socioeconomic variables and seeks to assess 
the effects of policies on both landscape and livelihoods. We illustrate it with the case study of the 
Marqués de Comillas municipality in southern Chiapas (Mexico) where Payment for Ecosystem 
Services have been implemented for fifteen years and deforestation is linked to the quick 
advancement of the agricultural frontier.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: Interlocking crises, intersectional visions: ecofeminist 
interventions in alternative livelihood debates 

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Sherilyn MacGregor

ABSTRACT: 
This panel discusses the theoretical and practical implications of bringing green and feminist 
political economy together to address interlocking crises. Recognising that environmental and 
gender issues cannot be assessed separately, each of these three papers interrogates how 
theoretical engagement between different disciplines can be translated into ecofeminist 
policymaking. In particular, we argue for the utility of the concept ‘social reproduction’ in 
environmental discussions, and demonstrate how insights from ecofeminist political economy can 
inform research into what kind of concepts and practices are necessary for ‘building alternative 
livelihoods’. With reference to both theory and empirical examples, each of the three presentations 
elaborates in different ways how overlooking questions of gender and reproductive labour in times 
of political and economic crisis runs the risk of perpetuating the same racialised and gendered 
inequalities which have contributed to such crises in the first place. Each presenter will speak for 
about 10 minutes, after which there will be a facilitated discussion with all participants rather than a 
traditional Q&A

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7
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Title: Intersectionality and Invisibility: Climate Crisis, Degrowth, and 
Gender Justice for Indigenous Women in Southeast Asia

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Joseph Edward Alegado

ABSTRACT: 
It is estimated that 370 Million Indigenous Peoples live around the globe with 70% living in Asia 
and more than half are Indigenous Women. Despite their negligible contribution to climate change, 
Asian countries like Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar are very vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change. However, Indigenous Peoples, including Indigenous Women are disproportionately 
affected, and risk losing their identities as climate injustice threatens their survival. The Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 21) recognized the importance of working with 
Indigenous Peoples in adapting and mitigating the effects of climate change through the use of 
traditional knowledge. Similarly, UNFCCC COP 23, Parties adopted the Gender Action Plan (GAP) 
to support the implementation of gender-related decisions and mandates under the UNFCCC 
process (Decision 3/COP.23). The intersectional approach within UNFCCC decisions, different 
international mechanisms and frameworks like SDGs, CEDAW, CSW, SENDAI Framework, also 
provide hope and space for action to ‘triple marginalized’ Indigenous Women. The UN Special 
Rapporteur on human rights and environment and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous have 
recognized the vital role that women and indigenous peoples play as agents of change for climate 
solutions through their knowledge, legal systems and cultures. The impacts of climate change to 
Indigenous Women are doubled than to Indigenous Men. This is due to gendered social norms and 
expectations like house work and care work that fall on women’s duties including the day to day 
maintenance of crops, livestock, water fetching, weaving, domestic duties and other tasks that are 
considered “less important”. Men’s roles of hunting, chopping trees, and plowing the fields are not 
affected by climate change to the same degree. This creates gaps in policy making decisions and 
excludes women from programmatic interventions and policy frameworks of both local and 
international non-governmental organizations and national governments. Due to the lack of 
economic diversity in these remote communities in developing countries, Indigenous Women are 
particularly vulnerable to changes in their employment. When crops are destroyed, there are few 
alternative livelihoods available and they face discrimintation in land access, water, markets, 
technology, education and credit that would signal equality. The increasing frequency and 
devastating effects of extreme weather events is disproportionately affecting Indigenous People 
especially Indigenous Women and people of diverse identities in Asia. The impacts of climate 
change are most severely felt around agriculture and food security as they directly bear on 
livelihood options. Indigenous Women, culturally managers of food supply and livestock care, are 
forced to seek new ways of managing these resources that increase their time-poverty. On the 
other hand, regarding the gender norm practices in Indigenous Communities, the men migrate to 
work out of their villages, which affected women's workload. Consequently, opportunities for 
women to participate in community activities is limited and minimizes women’s power and 
participation. Indigenous Peoples mostly rely on forest resources and rainfed agriculture for their 
livelihoods which are more vulnerable to climate changes and shock. Their food security, income 
and livelihood options are becoming limited leading Indigenous Women and girls to migrate, 
increasing their exposure and risk of being cheated, discriminated and trafficked. Indigenous 
Peoples and Indigenous Women Human Rights Defenders are also facing criminalization, Gender 
Based Violence, harassment and displacement. These social and gender injustices have further 
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increased poverty, inequality and marginalization. A range of solutions have been proposed to 
combat climate change such as plantations, conservation areas declarations, hydro dam 
constructions and so on. However, they are false solutions which have resulted Indigenous 
Peoples to lose their access to customary land, territories and natural resources. Furthermore, 
biodiversity loss, productivity decrease, inequitable costs and benefit, limited access to education 
due to family income, increase child labour, water sources loss, ecosystem loss, land rights 
(insecure land use and land ownership), landslides and natural resource depletion are becoming 
more common in available land leading towards inequitable cost-benefit, limited access to 
education and land rights. Further, there are social barriers and customary laws that prevent 
Indigenous Women from holding decision making roles in their communities even though they hold 
the knowledge of local agricultural practices. This is, at least partially, reinforced by strict gender 
roles that dichotomize women’s and men’s opportunities, and limit women’s opportunity for more 
formal employment. As with many societies, the responsibility to undertake unpaid domestic work, 
and caring for children, older people and people who are ill is assumed by women. Using the 
narratives of Indigineous Women, the paper looks into the various invisible narratives of 
Indigenous Women in four countries in Southeast Asia: Cambodia, Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos. 
Further, using an intersectionality approach, it digs deeper into the nexus of climate justice and 
gender justice for Indigenous women, often considered as local knowledge holders, but more often 
than not, are “invisible” in the climate change discourse.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title: Inventing economies for the doughnut-future: Performativity, 
valuation and the politics of market arrangements

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Inge Røpke

ABSTRACT: 
The concept of the doughnut economy has caught attention amongst economists and in the public 
debate. However, a critical question is which economies can be constructed to fill out the 
doughnut? As the inventor of the concept, Kate Raworth, stresses ’there is no recipe’ for the type 
of economies that can be constructed to fill out the space between planetary boundaries and 
socially acceptable boundaries of living conditions. This argument can take us to the basic 
question of ’where do economies come from’? One possible answer is the performative turn within 
new economic sociology that fundamentally shifts the normal understanding of relation between 
economics and the economy from one in which economics describes the world to a new position 
where economics is seen as formatting and inventing in the economy. One illustration of this is the 
re-construction of the postwar, largely Keynesian, invention of the economy and its governing 
institutions into a neoliberal economy with different governing institutions. The challenges related to 
sustainability and distribution call for a fundamental re-construction of the economy. Following the 
performativity approach, this session invites contributions which discuss how economic 
perspectives based on market sociology and valuation studies can inform the quest for more 
sustainable economies. The focus is on the emergence of new market arrangements and their 
potential role in sustainability transformations, for instance, by making low-carbon assets more 
attractive. The approach emphasizes the coevolution of valuation devices, metrologies and the 
constitution of actors, interests, products and resources. How does this sub-theme relate to the 
overall conference theme: As stated in the conference call, the development of alternative 
livelihoods that are harmonious with planetary boundaries and safeguard material living conditions 
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will require new institutional arrangements. Many expect a stronger role for civil society and 
commons combined with more peripheral roles for states and markets. But markets will still be 
important in the transition processes as market arrangements differ widely in their effects on civil 
societies and societal use of commons. Therefore, it is important to discuss these arrangements in 
detail to promote the development of sustainable livelihoods.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Is working less really good for the environment? From a 
systematic review to new strands of research

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Miklós Antal

ABSTRACT: 
What environmental effects can we expect from the reduction of paid working time? We critically 
reviewed the empirical evidence to summarize existing answers and to set directions for future 
research. Papers published so far do not provide reliable guidance beyond the established link 
between expenditures and environmental impacts. Quantifying the effects of time use changes and 
macro-economic feedbacks has proven to be difficult. The presentation identifies methodological 
problems of existing papers and discusses various options to better understand the impacts of 
different types of reductions. The talk goes beyond the review paper by giving practical details 
about suggested research directions, based on insights from ongoing research.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Japan’s Demographic-Momentum on a Deflationary Spiral Tracing 
a Path toward Extinction: Ecological Economics of a Declining 
Population

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hidekazu Aoki

ABSTRACT: 
In the future, Japan will suffer an accelerating decrease of the population, which is predicted by a 
demographic report of the National Institute of Population and Social Security Research (IPSS). 
The authors have reanalyzed this issue from a viewpoint of ecological economics and resource 
statistics and have come to confirm that the results of IPSS indicate Japan's population to have 
entered an "extinction mode". An economic situation called "deflationary spiral" means a vicious 
cycle in which a decline in income levels causes a general price reduction and this reduction 
causes a further decline in income levels. In Japan, there is an ongoing cycle of this kind that a 
population decrease leads to a socio-economic contraction, which in turn will cause a further 
decrease in population. Such a situation can be called a "deflationary spiral of the population". This 
research treats this population down-spiral in Japan with an analytical approach considerably 
different from the usual demography. In the meantime, some UN statistics show that Asian 
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countries are highly liable to face a population decline, which may realize, following Japan, after 
some decades toward the end of the 21st century. We would like to show that Japan's case can 
provide an effective and forward-looking suggestion for these countries.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Just energy transitions: a metabolic perspective

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Stefan Bouzarovski

ABSTRACT: 
‘Just transition’ perspectives have have started to play a central role at the interface between 
climate mitigation and socio-economic transformations. However, critical thinking around their 
drivers and implications is relatively rare. Much of the academic literature on the subject has been 
focused on the distributional and procedural justice aspects of low carbon initiatives, principally 
examining their legal and economic requirements. The debate is disproportinonately weighed on 
the supply side of the energy sector, emphasizing sites of energy recovery and transport as 
opposed to end-use energy demand. In this intervention, I aim to unsetlle some of these dominant 
narratives by arguing that achieving energy justice in the movement towards a low-carbon future is 
contingent upon understanding and embracing energy metabolisms. Using examples from two 
recently completed research projects in Europe, I examine the political and material circutry of 
such metabolic flows to emphasize the importance of the domestic domain as a site of socio-
material convergence. Foregrounding the home as a site of poltical and infrastructural permeability, 
I argue, can help us question and reconcieve notions of inequality in the context of just transition.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Knowledge production for degrowth

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Simon Grudet / Aude Lapprand

ABSTRACT: 
Le sous-thème « Knowledge for degrowth » a pour but de présenter et de mettre en discussion les 
réflexions menées dans le cadre du projet « Horizon Terre ». Ce dernier cherche à déterminer les 
besoins de connaissances d’une société décroissante, en produisant des scénarios de recherche 
alternatifs à ceux d’ « Horizon Europe », un programme cadre pour la recherche à l’échelle 
européenne. Le projet Horizon Terre concerne trois domaines : agriculture ; santé ; climat, habitat 
et mobilité. Pour chacun de ces domaines, nous avons constitué des comités de travail, composés 
d’experts associatifs, d’universitaires et de collectifs d’étudiants engagés. Ces comités sont 
chargés de la rédaction d’une note détaillant les besoins de recherche de chacun des trois 
domaines. Le sous-thème proposé comportera quatre sessions : l’une de présentation du projet 
Horizon Terre, et trois autres, participatives, de mise en discussion des travaux de chacun des trois 
groupes de travail du projet Horizon Terre. Les trois sessions participatives auront pour objectif de 
recueillir les critiques et suggestions de l’audience sur les documents produits par les comités de 
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travail, ainsi que de réfléchir à des stratégies de diffusion et de plaidoyer des alternatives 
élaborées. L’un des objectifs du projet Horizon Terre est en effet de travailler à rendre publique et 
politique les besoins de connaissances de la société. Il cherche également à créer des synergies 
entre les différents acteurs liés à la recherche et plus généralement ceux souhaitant contribuer à la 
mise en place d’alternatives à la société de croissance. The sub-theme “Knowledge for degrowth” 
aims to present and discuss the reflections carried out within the framework of the “Horizon Terre” 
project. The latter seeks to determine the knowledge needs of a shrinking society, by producing 
alternative research scenarios to those of "Horizon Europe", a framework program for research at 
European level. The Horizon Terre project concerns three areas: agriculture; health; climate, 
habitat and mobility. For each of these areas, we have set up working committees, made up of 
experts from associations, academics and committed student groups. These committees are 
responsible for writing a note detailing the research needs of each of the three areas. The 
proposed sub-theme will consist of four sessions: one presenting the Horizon Terre project, and 
three others, participatory, discussing the work of each of the three working groups of the Horizon 
Terre project. The three participatory sessions will aim to collect criticisms and suggestions from 
the audience on the documents produced by the working committees, as well as to reflect on 
dissemination and advocacy strategies for the alternatives developed. One of the objectives of the 
Horizon Terre project is indeed to work to make the knowledge needs of society public and 
political. It also seeks to create synergies between the various players linked to research and more 
generally those wishing to contribute to the establishment of alternatives to the growth society.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Learning from Feminisms: Alliance, Resistance, Radical Pleasure

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Barbara Muraca

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Learning key lessons from Indigenous peoples and local 
communities to build a sustainable and desirable future

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Kamaljit K Sangha

ABSTRACT: 
Many Indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) across the globe apply their specific, 
fine-scale, land management knowledge and skills to care for their clan lands in a way that also 
affords ecosystem services/benefits to the wider global public. Undeniably, the ecological footprint 
of IPLCs managed lands (and natural resources) is much less than the mainstream population. 
Many IPLCs practice cultural norms and protocols as part of their living even in the modern era, 
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which help them having enduring connections with nature. Cultural protocols and values indeed 
underpin IPLCs’ management and relationships with nature; directly connecting them with their 
traditional lands. Conversely, many non-Indigenous people have lost those cultural connections 
with nature and/or view nature as a ‘provider’ as reflected from the well-known concepts of 
ecosystem services (ES) or nature’s contributions to people (NCP), both describing one-way 
relationship with nature. IPLCs’ relationships are two-way, supported by strong cultural values. This 
talk will share those two-way relationships highlighting cultural values, and present an integrated 
framework on their importance for managing our rapidly degrading natural landscapes.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Lessons and experiences from early-career ecological economists

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Julia Steinberger

ABSTRACT: 
Jumping the fence from student to researcher can be a daunting experience - so how can young 
academics build solidarity with one another along the way? During this session a number of current 
postgraduate and early career ecological economists will speak of their experiences, stories and 
journeys before opening up a safe space for questions and discussions from participants? Key 
questions will include; - Why pursue ecological economics? - What’s the point of a supervisor? - 
How to find the right one for you? - How to balance academia and activism? - Developing meaning 
and ontology - Managing mental health and burnout? - What do you wish you knew before you 
started?

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 10

Title: Leverage points or constellations? A network perspective on 
action situations for sustainability transformations

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Christian Kimmich

ABSTRACT: 
Debates on how to approach sustainability challenges frequently ponder around voters’ and 
consumers’ choices. But any person also decides on allocating labour time, is taking decisions 
within organisations, is usually a passive or active member of a community. This contribution 
addresses the question of whether and how the analysis of action situation networks provides 
actionable knowledge in the sense of identifying transformative agency and leverage points for 
sustainability. I answer this question by reviewing case studies that have analysed action situation 
networks and the corresponding conclusions that can be derived from these analyses. This review 
considers only published cases which are explicitly framed as analyses of Networks of Action 
Situations (NAS). Action situations are those venues where individual or collective decisions are 
made that lead to collective outcomes (E. Ostrom 2005). The NAS approach has only recently 
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evolved through actor-centred institutional analyses and builds on actor- and transaction-centred 
frameworks of action situations. Empirical applications range from development cooperation and 
fishing (McGinnis 2011) and the water–energy–food nexus (Kimmich 2013) to land grabbing 
(Oberlack et al. 2018) and political ecology applications (Boillat et al. 2018), among others. The 
case studies demonstrate that it is frequently not a single situation, such as a legislative act or 
price internalization, but rather a combination of situations that need to be addressed to enable 
sustainability transitions. Neither votes nor consumption choices make for leverage points, but they 
form part of a situation network that, taken as a whole, can make a difference.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Linkages among Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Emission, Health Spending 
and Economic Growth: A Study SAARC Member Countries

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Md. Hafiz Iqbal

ABSTRACT: 
Linkages among Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Emission, Health Spending and Economic Growth: A 
Study SAARC Member Countries Muhammad Rabiul Islam Liton1 Md. Elias Hossain2 Abstract 
The present world is on the good track to achieve economic growth though it resuls in huge 
environmental degradation. Hence, such economic growth poses serious detrimental impacts on 
human health, and it causes to increase in healthcare spending. Thus, interactions among 
economic growth, environmental deterioration and health spending have become complex issues 
of concern over the last two decades. Therefore, the present study aims to depict the relationship 
among carbon dioxide (CO2) emission, healthcare spending and economic growth for the South 
Asian countries (SAARC member countries) covering the period 1980-2014. The Dynamic 
Simultaneous-equation Model is fitted with the data set which is estimated by Generalized Method 
of Moment for investigating the causal relationship among these variables. The empirical results 
reveal bidirectional causality between carbon dioxide (CO2) emission and economic growth; and 
between economic growth and health spending. The results of the study also indicate 
unidirectional causality from carbon dioxide (CO2) and health spending in case of many 
commonwealth member countries. Keywords:CO2 emission, Health spending, Economic Growth, 
GMM, SAARC.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1

Title: Liquid Democracy and Civil Society: A Model for a Post-Corona 
Society?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Michael Paetau

ABSTRACT: 
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Some voices say, after the pandemic nothing will be like before anymore. Others, backed by strong 
lobbies with much money, intend to restore "business as usual" as quickly as possible. Or rather 
not "as usual" but even much more business to make up for the "losses" resulting from the 
pandemic and its lockdowns. On the other hand, the pandemic has demonstrated that life can go 
on, at least temporarily, also on other terms. To arrive at a sustainable society, however, more 
radical changes in the entire society will be necessary. The presentation will reflect to what extent 
two developments might contribute to a different and sustainable society after the pandemic:the 
increasisng activation of civil society, including the appearance of the unconventional "Pirate" 
parties which are strongly based on the Internet, and "Liquid Democracy", a digital way of 
increasing the participation of civil society in collective decision-making, i.e. politics. An 
encompassing framework for such reflections can be provided by sociocybernetics with its 
emphasis on long-term effects, side-effects, and circular causality, i.e. feedback loops which may 
support or block transformations.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Living beyond means in the Indian Punjab: Intensive agriculture, 
Ecological Crisis and the Role of the State

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Harshita Bhasin

ABSTRACT: 
The question of ecological limits continues to remain a blind spot within development economics. 
With a view to correct this lacuna in a small way, this paper undertakes an analytical review of the 
agriculture led development strategy pursued in the Indian state of Punjab. The Indian state of 
Punjab, traditionally seen as a successful case of agriculture led development, is currently facing 
an unprecedented political turmoil related to its farm economy. Although the immediate trigger for 
this disruption are some recently announced policy measures related to the agricultural markets, 
this paper traces the present crisis to the complex political economy that has evolved in Punjab in 
response to the state-led Green Revolution interventions over the last five decades. It shows how 
resource intensive agriculture has created a multi-faceted ecological crisis while cementing an 
incentive structure that jeopardizes Punjab’s transition towards sustainable alternatives. Despite 
the recent attention in policy circles towards the consequences of the rice-wheat monocultures of 
the state, the resolution of its ecological predicament remains elusive. It is so because the 
neoliberal orthodoxy prevents the state to create a comparable safety net for alternative crops or 
systems even as the empowered farming community of Punjab resists any state action channeled 
towards withdrawal of their existing privileges. The paper argues that a resolution of the current 
crisis is impossible through technological or market fixes and only active state support can help 
Punjab agriculture transition to an ecologically and economically sustainable future.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3
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Title: Living well on a finite planet - Rethinking healthcare at the end of 
growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Winne Van Woerden

ABSTRACT: 
Given the growing understanding of the hazardous health effects of a growth-focused vision for 
human development, an increasing amount of scholars has started to explore viable alternative 
post-capitalism avenues for the future of human life on Earth. The idea of degrowth emerged out of 
these explorations, as it aims to reduce the material throughput of the global economy by 
proposing a socioecological transformation orientated towards values such as autonomy, 
sufficiency and care in the Global North. Although a core aim of degrowth is to enhance human 
well-being, little is known on what a degrowth transformation could mean for the field of health and 
the organization of healthcare. The goal of this study was to contribute to filling this research gap, 
as it ought to answer the research question: How is the act of commoning translated into the 
domain of healthcare at citizens’ initiatives in the Netherlands and what does this mean for the 
organization of healthcare in a transformation as envisioned by the degrowth paradigm? A 
qualitative explorative case study was performed with five citizens’ initiatives located in the 
Netherlands part of the Dutch network for citizens’ initiative on care, housing and well-being and in 
total 17 in-dept interviews were conducted. Analysis of the findings showed that these so-called 
‘caring commons’ were designed to be demand-driven and emerged from holistic understandings 
of health which focused on socioeconomic aspects but did not in particular reconcile ecological-
centered values with human health and well-being. Through promoting solidarity in interpersonal 
relationships and by extending wage labor in the form of care work with voluntary activity at 
community level initiatives (re)integrated the ethics of caring with the act of providing healthcare, 
provisioning of healthcare could happen in a reciprocal manner and became more approachable. 
Although initiatives appeared to promote a shift to a more locally oriented economy where 
resources may be used more sustainably, such activities appeared to stem from social rather than 
ecological motives. Initiatives aimed to move from competition to collaborating within the 
provisioning of care, which clashed with growth-focused market dynamics prevalent in the formal 
healthcare system, hence being identified as an important hindrance for the development of the 
citizens’ initiatives. Focusing on health prevention, the initiatives seem to potentially reduce the 
demand for formal healthcare, as likewise envisioned by the degrowth paradigm. A key suggested 
departing point for follow-up research was the perceived ontological discrepancy between the 
concept of positive health from which the act of commoning in the realm of healthcare appeared to 
emerge and the concept of planetary health which was conceptualized as foundational for putting 
degrowth thinking into practice in the field of health.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Local Energy Planning in Rural Vietnam:

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Honey Tabiola

ABSTRACT: 
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Amidst a rapidly transforming market economy, rural Vietnam serves as a crucial node of analysis 
for communities attempting to transition to post-carbon societies. Although the Politburo of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and its standing committee continue to be the decisional bodies, the 
regime allows relative autonomy to lower levels of authority and to some non-government 
organizations (NGOs) to implement programs and shape policy. Situated at the nexus of energy 
security, environmental policymaking, and building alternatives, Local Energy Planning (LEP) is a 
bottom-up initiative of an NGO in which the local community and the local state authorities work 
together, in consultation with experts, to craft and implement a plan on the energy consumption 
and generation of renewable energy resources of the community. Other dimensions of well-being 
are also addressed such as livelihood development, water supply, public health, and waste 
treatment. Since its pilot testing in 2012, LEP has been replicated in eleven more communes owing 
to its documented positive impact. The paper argues that LEP prefigures a path to post-carbon 
transition animated by the principles of bottom-up participation, popular deliberative decision-
making, devolution of power to local action units, coordinated decentralization, and remaking of 
mechanisms of state power. Furthermore, the paper also contributes to the literature on degrowth 
and post-carbon transition by highlighting the case of an NGO and two rural communes and how 
they navigate constraints and negotiate their agency, including contesting the heavy use of coal, 
within the state structures of one-party socialist regime in the Global South.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Local Municipalities as laboratories to create a more egalitarian 
and sustainable society

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Valentina Dotto

ABSTRACT: 
The idea of conferring rights to nature was first discussed by Christopher D. Stone (1972) in his 
seminal work ‘Should Trees Have Standing?’. His work centred on the concepts of guardianship 
and stewardship to nature and borrowed from earlier philosophical scholarship on eco-centric 
approaches and indigenous world views. The idea was to award personhood to nature by 
developing and implementing wild laws -laws for nature’s protection- to shift our (western) idea of 
property. In this context, environmental justice and degrowth scholarship converge contributing 
important discourses to grassroot organisations that fight for the recognition that nature has a right 
to exist, persist, maintain, and regenerate its vital cycles. In the United States these grassroot 
organisations have given legal help to local municipalities to pass right-based initiatives to protect 
their local natural ecosystems and sustainable economic development. Although the wording of the 
ordinances is varied, there are two important arguments that are continuously asserted: the ability 
to assert the right of their community in revoking personhood to corporations, and the recognition 
of rights of nature and natural ecosystems as rights’ bearing subjects. The legal authority to 
enforce these rights is left to local authority which must oblige to the idea of sustainable 
development and cannot sanction activities that would impair the natural ecosystems of the 
community. The paper analyses this phenomenon using a database of local ordinances passed 
between 1999 and 2019 by the organisation that started and promoted the phenomenon creating 
‘local democracy schools’, the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF). The 
analysis will be conducted using different legal interpretation methods. It will study the normative 
character of the ordinances conducting an analysis on the wording of these local ordinances to 
establish a pattern of both right declaration and ban on certain economic activities. And, it will study 
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the procedural viability of these ordinances looking at how they are implemented, abrogated, or 
pre-empted by the State and federal legislature. The paper will argue that these ordinances are 
used as a mean to address the ‘ecological distribution conflict’ (Martínez-Alier, O'Connor 1996) 
through the restructuring of local economies and it is centred on the defence of the community its 
territory and the environment against capitalist accumulation, and on the reaffirmation of their right 
of local self-government. In this sense, both ideas of environmental justice and ideas of economic 
degrowth take centre stage in initiating change for the equal re-distribution of environmental 
burdens and benefits. The paper will conclude contending that through this process local 
municipalities become local ‘laboratories of democracy’ in creating a new more egalitarian and 
sustainable society.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Long-term feedback mechanisms underlying societal collapse

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sabin Roman

ABSTRACT: 
Based on prior work on the mathematical modelling of the societal development, and ultimately the 
collapse, on Easter Island [1], of the Classic Maya [2] and of the Western Roman Empire [3], we 
propose a framework for understanding long-term societal evolution. Analyzing social systems at a 
large scale, in a aggregate way over a long time span, can provide models that with significant 
predictive power as has been the case with Limits to Growth [4]. The success of the method lies in 
identifying feedback mechanisms that operate over centuries and that survive the numerous 
changes in rulers, social norms and external threats. After studying several ancient societies, and 
developing mathematical models that reproduce their archaeological record, we have identified an 
archetypal scheme of feedback mechanisms that is common to these historical cases and proves 
informative for modern society as well. The key variables in the feedback mechanisms involve the 
complexity of a society, its resources and a measure of returns from investments, and the 
framework allows for a direct interpretation of these abstract notions in concrete cases. As such, 
that work extends the theory of [5] and provides a useful tool to move from conceptual models of 
societal dynamics to more quantitative ones.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Losing Interest: The Moral & Legal Prohibition Against Interest

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Scott Schwartz

ABSTRACT: 
Prior to the Napoleonic Code of 1804 charging, collecting, or disbursing interest was illegal for 
most within European Christendom. The practice was performed in stealth with various degrees of 
success for the preceding millennia (see the Medici), but only in 1804 was charging more than the 
principle on repayment of a loan openly permitted. This paper explores the history of interest over 
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the last several centuries, tracing its trajectory from damnable sin to unquestioned foundation of 
modern valuation. The legalization and moral acceptance of interest are prerequisite for the pursuit 
of perpetually accelerating asymmetrical growth, a practice which knows no better name than 
capitalism. The normalization of interest makes wealth kinetic—if it’s not growing, it’s diminishing. 
Not only do the mechanics of interest demand perpetual growth, they insure its inequality—the 
wealth of the poor is worth less, institutionalizing poverty. Arresting the mechanics of interest quells 
the socially and environmentally devastating compulsion for perpetual growth. As with Islam, the 
Catholic Church maintains an injunction against interest (and it is strongly condemned in the 
Hebrew Bible ). Many socially constructed means of restricting the perpetual growth of excess 
wealth have been developed outside of Abrahamic traditions—e.g., ceremonial destruction, gifting 
economies, redistribution through marriage. Christendom failed to stop capitalism because (outside 
of some bald corruption) the sinfulness of interest was papered over in the language of insurance 
and a concurrent revaluation of time and responsibility. Dissecting the particulars of this failure 
opens avenues for discussing practical approaches to restricting interest.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Low carbon and low energy futures

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Md. Hafiz Iqbal

ABSTRACT: 
Potential demand for ecodevelopment in rural Bangladesh: an approach of randomized conjoint 
experiment Abstract Ecodevelopment always requires economically equitable, socially ennobling 
and environmentally balances issues for sustainable rural development. Rural Bangladesh has 
unique characteristics linked to a few issues of SDGs and cultural heritage through the 
ecodevelopment mechanism. But the absence of appropriate resource management may hamper 
the existing ecosystem and optimum use of the natural resource of rural Bangladesh which makes 
it difficult to reach a few goals of SDGs and cultural heritage. This study attempts to calculate the 
economic value of solar pumps for irrigation, waste management. photovoltaic (PV) and biogas 
transmission to households of selected villages of Bangladesh. The study assesses households' 
willingness-to-pay (WTP) for this economic valuation through a randomized conjoint experiment. 
Single bounded dichotomous choice with an open-ended follow-up format was used to elicit 
households’ WTP. 307 households participated in the survey process and most of them will agree 
to pay for solar irrigation, waste management, PV and biogas transmission. The logit model is 
employed to assess the determinate of WTP. Results of the model show that family size, education 
level of the household’s head, participation opportunity in development work, a payment option for 
development work and level of household income and offered bid are important contributors in 
determining WTP for the eco-development in these villages. The results of the study have found 
the socio-economic-demographic characteristics of the households are responsible for WTP. 
Therefore, policy and program intervention should design to address these contributors essential 
for eco-development in the villages of Bangladesh. Keywords: Ecodevelopment, Rural 
development, Choice experiment, Sustainability

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12
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Title: Macroeconomic and political economy challenges of a Green New 
Deal

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Elena Hofferberth

ABSTRACT: 
Much hope is placed on a 'Green New Deal' (GND) to concurrently solve the climate crisis and 
increase social welfare. The proposals advanced for a GND carry both the potential for a deeper 
transformation and the danger of falling short of the ecological and social ambitions. In order to 
help prevent the latter, clear sight on the potential conflicts is essential. Some of these are:
 GND as investment programme
 The GND involves massive infrastructure investments. Although such investments are cleary 
necessary, a GND that only focuses on additional investment without simultaenously aiming at 
phasing out extractive industries is likely to boost material and energy use.
 GND focus on climate change
 The GND's focus on climate change must not disguise the complexity of the ecological crisis more 
widely. Biodiversity loss and other dimensions have to be acknowledged to not solve one at the 
cost of the other.
 GND and finance
 In order to fund the GND strong emphasis is placed on the positive potential of monetary financing 
by the state. Yet, the many ways in which the financial system may prevent the success of a GND 
have
 not been sufficiently analysed.
 GND in capitalist economic system
 A radical GND will run counter to the logic of the capitalist economic system. Sources for 
profitmaking will dry out if infrastructure is provided publicly, economic growth is likely to reduce. 
Given that profit and growth are key constituents of the economic system sources of conflict 
abound.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Macroeconomic implications of degrowth in the global North for 
the global South

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Chandni Dwarkasing

ABSTRACT: 
This paper addresses a question so far under-researched in the current ecological economics 
literature: the potential macroeconomic effects of degrowth policies in the Global North for the 
Global South. It takes the examples of European climate policies to make conjectures about what 
implications these policies would have for export-dependent countries in the Global South. More 
concretely, we discuss three policy proposals in detail: firstly, the replacement of fossil fuels, the 
extension of the renewable energy sector, respectively, in the context of the European “Green 
Deal”; secondly, the reduction of the use plastic; and thirdly, the reduction of meat consumption. 
The paper’s main analytical focus on the balance-of-payment implications of such policies for 
countries dependent on the exports of primary commodities, especially fossil fuels and agricultural 
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products. Here, special focus is on the implications such policies would have for currencies in the 
Global South against the backdrop of the international monetary order.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Macroeconomic implications of degrowth in the global North for 
the global South 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anne Löscher und Chandis Dwarkasing

ABSTRACT: 
This paper addresses a question so far under-researched in the current ecological economics 
literature: the potential macroeconomic effects of degrowth policies in the Global North for the 
Global South. It takes the examples of European climate policies to make conjectures about what 
implications these policies would have for export-dependent countries in the Global South. More 
concretely, we discuss three policy proposals in detail: firstly, the replacement of fossil fuels, the 
extension of the renewable energy sector, respectively, in the context of the European “Green 
Deal”; secondly, the reduction of the use plastic; and thirdly, the reduction of meat consumption. 
The paper’s main analytical focus on the balance-of-payment implications of such policies for 
countries dependent on the exports of primary commodities, especially fossil fuels and agricultural 
products. Here, special focus is on the implications such policies would have for currencies in the 
Global South against the backdrop of the international monetary order.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Maintaining or quarrying on: emerging challenges for water 
infrastructure systems

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Daniel Florentin, Jérôme Deni

ABSTRACT: 
“Yesterday, it rained. So today, the quarry is closed and we will consequently not be able to work 
on the public works site, having nowhere to put our waste”. This sentence, which was pronounced 
by an engineer of a local French water utility during our investigations, bear witness of a 
combination of material limitations and ownership issues constraining urban infrastructure 
management. It would find various echoes in the topical daily management of a growing number of 
water utilities, especially but not restrictively in the global North. Facing combined issues of 
shrinking demand regime (Florentin, 2015), ageing infrastructures (AAWA, 2017), public budget 
constraints (Moss, 2008, ASCE, 2017) and episodes of water scarcity, utilities have to reinvent 
their technical and economic models and adapt their doctrines of intervention, leaving room for the 
possibility of a certain type of degrowth. Ecological constraints are changing their modes of 
intervention, forcing them to include reflexions on the material footprint of their activities and 
actions to limit it. Drawing on an in-depth survey of four French water utilities, we will show that this 
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contributes to placing maintenance at a new position in the management of urban infrastructures, 
as an agent of multilevel transformation that could converge with such degrowth perspective.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Mapping the social forces that have the future of mankind in their 
grip and the societal learning (management) arrangements needed for a 
sustainable society.

Session type: Academic

Submitter: John Raven

ABSTRACT: 
This proposal has its roots in two observations of Murray Bookchin: (1) the network of social forces 
perpetuating the inexorable onward march of hierarchy … and thus the destruction of Gaia … is 
“self-organising” (autopoietic); (2) the politico-economic arrangements required for a sustainable 
society will not even be recognisable as such in terms of the thoughtways currently deployed. This 
theme/paper will bring together work on these two themes.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Marxian value theory and Ecological Economics: putting an end to 
misunderstandings?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Alban Pellegris

ABSTRACT: 
While value theories are at the heart of economic paradigms, ecological economics do not have an 
unanimous position on this issue. Among the competing theories, the Marxian value theory has 
little convinced. Why? Is this theory incompatible with thermodynamics conclusions? For many 
authors the reference to labor as the source of value is a breaking point. Pointing to a single factor 
of production would be denying the contribution of nature in this process. Also, working time 
appears as an ahistorical substance incompatible with the cultural character of value. Our article 
shows the fragility of these two critics. For Marx, products have an economic value because our 
economy is market based and cannot function without a unit of account. As Rubin explained, the 
reference to labor is however crucial because relative prices are not disconnected from the 
conditions of production and therefore from the physical world and its laws. That said, conditions of 
production are not the only determinant of prices: power relations among producers but also 
between classes do matter. The great merit of the Marxian theory of value is to articulate these two 
dimensions, reason why we argue that ecological economics should reconsider it.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8
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Title: MATERIALISM IN THE CONTEXT OF COLLABORATIVE 
CONSUMPTION

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Filip Majetic

ABSTRACT: 
The main aim of this study is to explain the relationship between materialistic value orientation and 
collaborative consumption. Materialistic value orientation implies that acquisition and possession of 
goods has a central role in people’s lives. Collaborative consumption embraces collaborative 
usage of idle resources that are occasionally and temporarily shared by their owners - private 
persons via collaborative on-line platforms. The research rationale emerges from the setting 
where, despite a lack of empirical findings in the field (Alonso-Almeida et al., 2020), reduced 
materialism or post materialism is often advertised, by various opinion makers (scholars included), 
as a notable “driver” of collaborative consumption / economy (e.g., Botsman and Rogers, 2012). To 
comprehensively and empirically explore to what extent materialistic value orientation represents a 
determinant of collaborative consumption / economy the following research approach has been 
taken. An adapted version of the 9-item Material Values Scale (MVS) (Richins, 2004) is applied for 
the materialism examination and the collaborative consumption is examined by an adapted version 
of the 3-item Balderjahn et al.'s (2013) collaborative consumption scale. Since the target 
population is Internet users the data will be collected using an on-line survey administered by 
Prolific platform (N=300). The data analysis includes factor analysis (to confirm the instruments’ 
dimensionality) and regression analysis, controlling for relevant socio-demographic characteristics 
(e.g. average monthly income, perceived standard of living, highest level of education completed, 
age).

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Measuring urban degrowth - a necessity oroxymoron

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jere Kuzmanic

ABSTRACT: 
There is a gap in understanding how the growth paradigm impacts urban planning and the 
resulting urban space. The presentation develops an argument that this impact is quantifiable and 
comparable throughout different scales. Also it goes further to explain that developing tools for 
quantification of urban degrowth is vital for proposing how existing cities could change to support 
the degrowth.To prove so it establishes the quantitative indicator as a tool to asses the non-growth 
oriented urban planning. The indicators aim to estimate the potential of each urban type (Kickert, 
Pont, & Nefs,2014) to implement a multitude of developments (Schmelzer, 2015) framed by social 
justice and environmental reproduction (Brenner, Marcuse, & Mayer, 2012; Anguelovski, 2013). 
The objectives of urban degrowth are expressed through common quantifiable categories: land 
usedistribution, mixture of tenancy by income and period of stay, diversity of housing options, 
variety ofpublic space users, GSI-ground space index, FSI-floor space index, number of motorized-
traffic-freestreets, the volume of motorized traffic, amount of unbuilt space and accessibility of 
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public space and services in the area. The indicators are then tested by analyzing seven distinct 
samples of the urban fabric of Rotterdam presented with the table of conclusions. Aware of the 
limitations of every attempt tomeasure the quality of development, the presentation claims that 
traditional tools of urban planning can be repurposed to make the degrowth objectives tangible. 
The presentation aims to detect the benefits and limitations of one such tool and quantification in 
general.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Mental models of sustainability: the degrowth doughnut

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Mladen Domazet

ABSTRACT: 
In this century humans must meet their needs equitably within the biophysical means of the planet. 
A downscaling of planetary boundaries and social wellbeing foundations (thresholds) to national 
level through calculations of the impacts and attainments of nation states’ socioeconomic activities 
makes the doughnut model a conceptual tool bringing sustainability closer to political and 
educational impact. To visualize the scale and the possible pathways for the transformation of 
national and global sociometabolic practices in the 21st century the novel ‘degrowth doughnut’ 
includes both boundaries and thresholds in three domains: cultural, socioeconomic, and 
biophysical. It acknowledges that while biophysical impacts can be quantified against downscaled 
known planetary boundaries, there are also thresholds of necessary biophysical restoration that 
nations should be or are contributing to. Likewise, in socioeconomic and cultural attainments and 
impacts it quantifies the downscaled boundaries and thresholds related to democratically 
supported transformation and metabolic downsizing, based on a variety of degrowth-related 
initiatives. The doughnut visualization presents the relationship between social metabolism and its 
environmental impact for over 160 nation states taken as readily familiar units of analysis, as well 
as keepers of heritage and international actors in global development strategies. This way the 
‘degrowth doughnut’ aims to avoid the conceptually paralyzing trade-off between exclusively 
biophysical boundaries and exclusively social thresholds of the well-known doughnut models. 
Understanding that excesses and shortfalls of current and foreseeable socio-metabolic practices 
exist in cultural, socioeconomic, and biophysical aspects of nations’ social metabolism allows us to 
build on advantages of different nations’ sustainability potentials through straightforward 
comparative analysis. The aim of the model and its visual tool is to provide knowledge about the 
direction and scale of the 21st century socio-metabolic transformation, and to allow autonomous 
development pathways exploration in interdisciplinary education.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Merged Session: Alternative Social Imaginaries & Coming to 
Terms with the Care Crisis

Session type: Academic
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Submitter: Anna Saave and Mariam Abazeri

ABSTRACT: 
The current crisis of care work points to the need to reorganize and reassess activities of care and 
social reproduction. This societal challenge becomes even more prominent due to neoliberalism 
and austerity and reduced state spending or redistribution for good care work for all. Within a 
degrowth scenario the question of organizing care work requires special attention and innovative 
solutions. Thus, the second FaDA-Session will convene in a round table format policy proposals 
and normative analyses of how to envision a reorganization of reproductive and care work and 
which pitfalls to avoid. The four contributions will be presented within 15 minutes each followed by 
a moderated discussion. Presentations in the 2nd FaDA sub-theme session: 1. “The Care Levy as 
an Instrument for a Caring Economy” - Anna Saave (live) 2. “A Reproductive Income for Degrowth” 
- Giacomo D’Alisa (live) 3. “Assessing EU pro-growth activation policy for lone parents from a 
critical degrowth/constructivist ecofeminist perspective” - Séverine Robert (live) 4. Representative 
of the Network Care Revolution in Germany (live, yet to be confirmed)

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title: Metabolismo social y extractivismo minero en México

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Sergio Uribe

ABSTRACT: 
La propuesta analiza el metabolismo social del extractivismo minero en México desde diversas 
escalas. Se estima la mochila ecológica de los principales minerales metálicos (oro, plata, cobre, 
plomo y zinc) en el plano nacional, estatal y local. Para el contexto estatal, se aborda el caso del 
estado de Zacatecas, y en el plano local se abordan cuatro casos concretos: Real de Ángeles, 
Peñasquito, La Colorada y Salaverna, así, en la última dimensión analítica planteada pretende dar 
cuenta de las fracturas sociometabólicas y la proliferación de conflictos socioambientales. La 
investigación interroga ¿Cuál ha sido la evolución del metabolismo social del extractivismo minero 
en México y Zacatecas entre los años 1980-2018? y ¿De qué forma el incremento del 
metabolismo social derivado de las actividades mineras a gran escala ha impactado en los 
espacios locales? Las respuestas a estos cuestionamientos buscan ofrecer una mayor 
comprensión de los problemas del desarrollo derivados de la apropiación y exportación masiva de 
minerales en México, así como una contabilidad de la extracción mineral más completa, que 
integre aspectos sociales, culturales y ambientales. El acercamiento es mixto, utilizando el factor 
de la mochila ecológica y la técnica de investigación documental de datos estadísticos e 
información cualitativa en textos académicos y fuentes oficiales, los cuales se contrastan con 
insumos teóricos de la economía ecológica y el metabolismo social.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12
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Title: Modelling the nexus of environmental inequality, growth, and 
sustainability in developing countries

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Vijaya Gupta

ABSTRACT: 
Ecological and environmental crises and conflict result in structural environmental inequalities that 
reinforce environmentally-harmful and socially-undesirable economic growth. Socioeconomic and 
environmental inequality leads to environmental poverty. The Brundtland report emphasized that 
environmental sustainability is an issue of intergenerational and intragenerational equity. Ever-
increasing environmental degradation to unsustainable levels gives rise to not only environmental 
inequalities but also injustices and increases the vulnerability of the poor and dents adaptation 
capacity to absorb differential socioeconomic impacts caused by anthropogenic activities and 
natural shocks. Environmentalism of the poor cannot withstand the confrontation with social and 
environmental externalities of the rich supported by insufficient and inefficient institutional 
mechanisms in developing countries. Natural resource endowments and economic interactions in 
the market affect the redistribution of resource endowments in the future. The process of growth 
and economic inequality intertwines and evolves together along with population growth. For 
developing countries, poverty and inequality are the dominant issues; poverty depends not only on 
the level of per capita GDP but also on the degree of inequality in the country. Since most 
developing countries face these contentious issues, they need pro-poor growth rather than 
immiserating growth. The inequalities are reversible and specific in their causes and impacts to an 
extent as opposed to specific impacts of climate change, which are irreversible. In this paper, we 
look at inequality as externalities particularly in the context of climate change, inequality as both, a 
victim of and an agent for market failure, a constraint, and a contributor to economic growth. We 
create theoretical models to develop and elaborate on the nexus of inequality, growth, and 
sustainability for developing countries in a short and long period. Keywords: Inequality, growth, 
sustainability, market failure, externalities, long and short-run models, climate change, developing 
countries

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Motivation for meat eating and climate change

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Arild Vatn

ABSTRACT: 
Consumption of meat has lately been linked to climate change as especially the production of red 
meat is considered an important source of greenhouse gas emissions. This paper aims at 
expanding our understanding of what motivates meat consumption and what role climate impacts 
presently play. A framework based on institutional and social-psychological theories and concepts 
was developed and forms the basis for the study. Data were gathered through a survey among 
Norwegians, 18 years and older. The number of respondents was about 2000. Data were analyzed 
using structural equation modeling estimating direct and indirect effects of the defined explanatory 
variables on the frequency of red meat consumption. Regarding results, we find that climate 
concern plays a role, but only among rather few of the respondents. Consumption of red meat 
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seems to be strongly habituated. A factor capturing the individual’s evaluation of various qualities of 
red meat like being tasty, healthy, and nutritious is the second most important explanatory variable. 
An important social dynamic is observed as social norms is the third most important factor 
supporting consumption of red meat. Its effect is only indirect, with influence going through habits. 
Price and income seem to have rather small effects. Policy implications seem therefore to be to 
focus at habit breaking through influencing social norms.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: The People's Bank of Govanhill – Feminist Economics in practice.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ailie Rutherford

ABSTRACT: 
This session will be part talk, part workshop. I will introduce my work with The People's Bank of 
Govanhill; a long term collaborative project in Govanhill, Glasgow mapping the local economy and 
expanding ideas of community currency to re-define our ideas of value, worth and distribution. I will 
then invite participants use the "map your own economy toolkit" (see attached images) to map-out 
their own/their organisations current economic model and then create large collaborative maps 
looking at how we might create distributed mutual support networks. I will end with discussion on 
how we might co-create feminist digital currency networks, and talk about my work Crypto-Knitting-
Circles; a collaboration with Dr. Bettina Nissen (Edinburgh College of Art) exploring potential 
applications of new technologies within feminist and community currency. Inspired by a shared 
interest in feminist economics and the potential for emerging tech to disrupt established power 
structures.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title: Natural Capital Accounting: Case of Mineral Resources in India, 
1995-2015

Session type: Paper

Submitter: DASARATHI PADHAN

ABSTRACT: 
It is widely acknowledged, by now, that contemporary national accounts suffer from narrowness in 
terms of inclusion of information regarding environmental aspects of the economy resulting in 
unsatisfactory measures of economic evaluation (NSO, 2013; Dasgupta, 2012a). Conventional 
GDP which measures the output of an economy does not correspond with the sustainable 
development policy formulation. But, as (Dasgupta, 2013) says GDP has occupied such a space 
that economic growth by default means growth in GDP. Gundimeda et al (2007) note that prevalent 
national accounts lack details of important parts of national wealth such as changes in quality of 
health, education, and environmental resources. Alternative measures commensurate with the 
sustainable development approach are needed to evaluate economic performance. An Essential 
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feature of sustainable development is to take care of the need of the future generation. Economic 
growth in the present time must not lead to a situation which deprives future generation to avail 
certain exhaustible resources that we are accessing now. The Impacts of economic growth are 
intergenerational in nature. Natural resources contribute to economic growth which is defined 
simply as an increase in the GDP level. In order to achieve high economic growth, we have been 
extracting natural resources both renewable and non-renewable at a faster rate resulting in 
depletion of the exhaustible resources. It has been observed that the rapid depletion of natural 
resources is going to affect the coming generations adversely. Understanding the interaction 
between the economy and the environment is essential for policy decisions regarding sustainable 
development. The Impact of human activities on the environment and climate is one of the major 
policy issues in the contemporary period. On the other hand economic growth of economies is 
highly dependent on the benefits deriving from the environment (United Nations, 2014). The 
Literature on sustainable development has been emphasizing the measurement of the wealth of 
the economy to track the development process and its sustainability (Pearce and Atkinson, 1993; 
Arrow et al, 2010; Dasgupta, 2012b; Atkinson et al, 2014). Performance of economy should be 
assessed in terms of growth or decline in wealth of nation rather than GDP. Not even HDI, which is 
better than GDP, is considered to be a good measure from the perspective of sustainability (NSO, 
2013). Dasgupta (2012a) argues that human well-being should be the basis of economic 
evaluation. Well-being, wealth, and sustainability are closely related to each other. Bruntlandt 
report is criticized for talking of ‘human needs’ instead of well-being. Well-being can be of two kinds 
such as current well-being and intergenerational well-being. Inter-generational well-being is 
dependent upon the stocks of capital i.e wealth. Intergenerational well-being is sustained over a 
period of time if and only if the wealth of an economy increases. Measurement of wealth highlights 
the economy’s productive base (ibid). The Wealth of an economy comprises produced capital, 
human capital, natural capital, population, public knowledge, and institutions. It means the social 
worth of an economy’s entire productive base. This wealth is called comprehensive wealth (Arrow 
et al, 2010). The most important contribution to the field of the relationship between wealth and 
sustainability is Pearce and Atkinson (1993) which discusses weak sustainability and strong 
sustainability. Weitzman (1976) argues, citing Samuelson, for a measure which would be “wealth 
like-magnitude”. He laid the foundation of the green net national product (Kabir, 2017). Economic 
growth is essential. But how we are defining economic growth is a matter of concern. Does our 
conception of growth take intergenerational needs into account? NSO(2013) raises pertinent 
questions over the definition of economic growth. The report suggests that economic evaluation 
should be done on the basis of wealth rather than GDP and HDI. It defines wealth as “social value 
of an economy’s stock of capital assets, comprising (i) reproducible capital (commonly known as 
“manufactured capital”: roads, ports, cables, buildings, machinery, equipment and so forth) (ii) 
human capital (population size and composition, education, health) and (iii) natural capital 
(ecosystem, land, subsoil resources and so on)(p.4 and 5). GDP is a flow concept whereas wealth 
is a stock concept. GDP accounts for the final good and services for an accounting period. It does 
not report the availability and wealth of the assets in an economy. So in order to consider the need 
of the future generation, it is not sufficient to look into the GDP figure only because it does not 
reflect the total stock of wealth and resources. Without having an estimate of resources, 
particularly non-renewable resources, present in an economy it is difficult to make policy for 
sustainable development. Kabir (2017) has estimated the value of natural gas, coal, and hard rock 
in the country of Bangladesh by using SEEA_Framework for mineral resources accounting. Santos 
& Zaratan (1997), in a study for mineral accounting in the Philippine mining industry, apply user 
cost methods to calculate the value of depletion for gold and copper industries. Lange (2013) has 
calculated national wealth for natural capital in Namibia. Ryan, Thomson, and Sincock(2003)using 
the NPV approach have valued Land, Sub-soil assets, and standing timber in Australia. Cairns 
(2003) criticizes Hotteling's macro-economic approach and suggests for microeconomic approach. 
(Nordhous, 1999) discusses the theoretical aspect of environmental accounting in America. 
Department of Environmental Affairs, Botswana, (2007) measures the value of Diamond, copper, 
and coal. Coal reserves are most significant and deplete very slowly as coal is mined for domestic 
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use only. Statistics South Africa (2002) gives value to gold, platinum, and coal (from 1980 to 2000). 
Eurostat (2003) suggests that the value of the stock of reserves should be estimated using the 
present value method. Statistics, New Zealand (2000) studies for the period 1994 to 2000 for 
metallic minerals (gold, silver, and iron sands) and for non-metallic minerals (aggregate, clay, 
limestone, dolomite, and others).TERI, (2006) has measured the value of coal in two states of 
India. NPV and user cost approaches have been used in this study. The number of studies carried 
out for the environmental accounting for mineral resources of India is very less. It is almost scarce. 
Our study will focus on the environmental accounting of mineral resources in India. Research 
Question: Does the present income accounting system represent the real value of the wealth of the 
economy? If not, how are we evaluating the performance economy? How the present evaluation 
method accommodates different aspects of the economy, society, and the environment? If these 
aspects are not considered in the evaluation process, is it justified socially or environmentally? In 
this study, our objective is to calculate the wealth of mineral resources in India. We have taken the 
case of three mineral resources of India: Manganese Ore, Iron Ore, and Bauxite. Methodology: 
Physical and monetary asset accounts will be constructed Using the SEEA framework to get the 
wealth of mineral resources. The study will use the Net Present Value method for the valuation of 
Iron Ore, Bauxite, and Manganese Ore in India. The value of the resource can be estimated as the 
discounted net present value of the future stream of rents that the resource will yield until it is 
exhausted. The resource value is thus a function of the unit resource rent, the years the resource 
is expected to last until exhaustion, and the rate of discount. Data Sources: Data for resource rent 
calculation will be collected from CSO, India. Stocks of resources and extraction rate data are 
given by the Indian Bureau of Mines, India, and EPW_RF. Reserve Bank of India gives the 
discount rate data. Data on stock and flows of mineral resources will be collected from Indian 
Mineral Yearbooks of different years. Conclusions: Reserves of all the mineral resources have 
declined from 1995 to 2015 which poses serious questions on the sustainable use of resources. 
This reflects the problem that the future generation is going to suffer from less use of the resources 
if the present generation continues to extract the resources at a higher rate. Productions or 
extractions of all the three minerals, in physical terms, have increased significantly from 1995 to 
2015. The extraction rate of bauxite has been much higher than iron ore and manganese ore. 
Though all the minerals gave negative resource rents to the economy in the year 1995 in the later 
period it converted to positive values. Resource rents have increased remarkably. Because of 
negative resource rent in the year 1995, NPV values of all minerals have also been negative in 
1995. Overall, the NPV of the resources has grown outstandingly from 1995 to 2015. Policy 
Implications: The gross Domestic Product figure does not reflect the future use of any resources. It 
only gives us the partial economic value generated from a particular resource without giving any 
information regarding environmental stock and valuation. Economic policies made without having 
information on total wealth and future path of use of resources will certainly lead to an 
unsustainable economy. So, Government should take steps to measure the wealth of all the 
resources available in the countries. This study will help policymakers to analyze the present status 
of mineral resources of the state of India. This study will also help in making policy decisions for 
the sustainable use of resources.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Navigating the troubled waters of critique in the search for a fairer 
and more sustainable world.

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Anastasia Loukianov

ABSTRACT: 
In the wealthy societies of Europe, North America, and Australasia, existing understandings of the 
good life are simultaneously increasingly recognised to be unsustainable and unfair, and 
supportive of embodied and habitual experiences of well living. Bringing about fairer and more 
sustainable futures demands more than technological fixes and invites a rethinking of the meaning 
of living well and of normal standards of living. As researchers, we find ourselves in the position of 
having to critique ways of living that we may partake in and may enjoy, without hypocrisy or 
condescension. Critics of the postmodern approach to critique have increasingly challenged its 
negativity and patronising tendencies, as well as pointed out its demoralising relativism. We argue 
that these challenges are particularly salient in research on living well in high impact societies and 
consider the potentials and weaknesses of phenomenological hermeneutics as a research 
framework enabling empathetic and constructive critique. Leaning on the example of a filmmaking 
project on meanings of the good life with young people living in England, we reflect on how 
phenomenological hermeneutics supported us in critiquing sociocultural understandings rather 
than the young people using them, acknowledging the moral underpinnings of our work, and 
promoting alternative positive visions for living well. Concurrently, we acknowledge that our 
competence in the sociological craft does not grant us superior moral expertise and present 
research as a learned practice which elicits particularly oriented understandings of the world. We 
conclude by considering democratic approaches to the challenge of redefining what it means to 
live well. Keywords: good life; sustainable futures; critique; phenomenological hermeneutics

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Navigating the uncertain terrain of disaster research: Experiences 
from research on the politics of citizen-centric governance in post-
earthquake Nepal.

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Nimesh Dhungana

ABSTRACT: 
It is increasingly acknowledged that the study of socio-political dimensions of disasters demands 
distinct and innovative methodological orientation. However, the unpredictable environment 
following a disaster, together with the ethical demands to minimise harm to the disaster-affected 
populations often means that disaster researchers conduct their fieldwork much later after the 
actual occurrence of a disaster. The risk of delayed research, however, is to lose sight of the 
‘totalising effects’ of the disaster (Oliver-Smith, 1999, p.19), including the power struggle and 
political tension sparked by a major disaster. The paper attempts to further the theoretical and 
practical debates surrounding disaster research by considering concrete ways to embrace-not 
escape-uncertainty and unpredictability that characterise disaster context. In so doing, the paper 
draws on the practical experiences of the author in conceptualising and operationalising his PhD 
research on the politics of citizen-centric governance in the wake of the 2015 Nepal earthquake. It 
highlights how navigating one’s identity and positionality, together with encountering seemingly 
mundane challenges of fieldwork, ranging from failed negotiation with the gatekeepers and 
constant improvisation of research design, are intrinsic to the process of knowledge creation. In so 
doing, the paper underscores the merits of reflexive and pragmatist form of disaster epistemology 
in becoming appreciative of and ‘tolerant to the unknown’ (Fortun, 2012, p.458), while also 
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uncovering various political possibilities and challenges inherent to citizen-centric governance of 
disasters.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: New Ruralities: Imagining smart rural transitions and new realities

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ivonne Lobos Alva

ABSTRACT: 
The 21st century calls for a major shift in development paradigms, particularly a need to 
increasingly recognize rural societies as agents of innovation and creativity for a sustainable future. 
Rural, remote, peri-urban and other ‘non-urban’ spaces are vital to sustainable development, 
including urban development. They provide key ecosystem services and need to be 
conceptualised as more than just the source of natural resources, labour, and food for equitable 
development to occur. At the same time, rural societies face pervasive challenges, such as poverty 
and lack of infrastructure, that constrain opportunities to transform local futures. While much 
planning effort goes into the design and planning of liveable and ‘smart’ cities, rural spaces receive 
far less attention and are often neglected. Rural spaces are generally regarded as sources of food 
and energy but rarely as places of desirable residence, cultural landscapes, or as 
ancestral/indigenous lands worthy of any policy attention. Consequently, rural areas turn into 
holding areas for underprivileged and marginalised populations. The field of smart rural transitions 
or new ruralities is an emerging one and aims to apply the principles of innovative, sustainable, 
and inclusive growth, beyond the transposition of urban development concepts to rural areas. More 
thought is needed to develop viable alternatives to rural sustainable development. In order to 
achieve this, questions of redistribution of wealth and combatting inequalities come to the fore.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: New Scenarios for Radical Social Transformation: Emergent 
Strategy and the Case of Isla/Eco Vista, California

Session type: Paper

Submitter: John Foran

ABSTRACT: 
In 2017, students at the University of California, Santa Barbara began to lay the groundwork for re-
imagining their community as a model “eco-village.” This community – Isla Vista, California – has 
offered a tremendous space for student-led and community-driven creativity around systemic 
alternatives and testing ideas about community design in real-time. Historically, Isla Vista has been 
a site for radical experiments in alternative lifestyles, civil disobedience, new economies, 
community governance, land-(mis)use, and ecological regeneration. Today the community 
presents unique opportunities touching some of the most critical issues facing American society – 
land dispossession going back 300 years and housing access and affordability now, food 
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insecurity, mental health, substance abuse, sexual violence, protecting free speech, and law 
enforcement-community relations. With 23,000 people living in a square mile, and 80 percent of its 
population between the ages of 18 and 24, there is significant potential for knowledge creation and 
acquiring direct experience for the global transition to living in new ways based on eco-transition – 
what activists and academics today call “a fair and just transition.” This essay will present an 
account of our work so far to turn Isla Vista into Eco Vista in ten years, a place where co-ops and 
community-owned businesses are the norm, renewable energy is abundant, agro-ecology and 
urban gardens are flourishing, and governance and budgets are determined directly by the 
residents. The intellectual currents that inform our work include Transition Towns, commoning, 
buen vivir and the rights of Mother Earth, pluriversal design, degrowth, intersectional ecosocialism, 
the new municipalism, and the emergent fields of critical sustainability and (post)development. By 
unlocking a community’s creative capacity to implement diverse and innovative solutions to 
widespread economic, social, and environmental stress, we hope to deepen local well-being and 
scale it outwards as a knowledge-sharing node for further innovation and widespread collaboration 
in a network of such student-community-driven alternatives.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: NGOs and their Role in Environmental Governance to Promote 
Corporate Environmental Responsibility in Developing Countries

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Kokila Konansinghe

ABSTRACT: 
The role of the NGOs in acting as ‘loudspeakers of the environmental concerns of developing 
countries’ is well established in the scholarly literature. In the recent years there has been an 
increase in the fact that there is a need for the corporations to be held responsible for the 
environmental damage caused by their processes and products. Therefore, there is a growing 
body of literature that state that in with the toppling of the traditional hierarchical governmental 
system, corporations and especially multinational corporations have a wide role to play and a wider 
responsibility to the environmental damage caused in developing countries. With the increase of 
corporate activities, and the power they hold in terms of human resources and the hidden influence 
they have in countries they invest in, it is becoming increasingly necessary to have a legal 
mechanism to address the corporate activities, integrate their contribution to regulations through 
modified governance structures and regulate the activities that cause environmental damage in the 
countries they operate. In this context NGOs operating in countries like Sri Lanka have a creative 
and crucial role to play in driving the corporations towards remodelling the governance structures. 
This research seeks to identify how Sri Lankan NGOs operate in this context and their role in 
prompting corporate responsibility for environment through litigation, using recent case law, NGO 
practices and operation. In this regard this research will attempt to identify the existing legal 
framework within which such function can occur and identify the necessary legal and policy 
changes to facilitate this role in the international context and in Sri Lanka. Hence this research is 
based on the legal theory on governance which seeks to evaluate the existing legal literature in Sri 
Lanka and in the international context to identify the best practices and the approaches adopted by 
NGOs elsewhere which seek to hold corporations accountable. The methodology followed in this 
paper is the legal research methodology which is based on critical analysis of primary and 
secondary literature. The research will evaluate the role of NGOs in Sri Lanka and the potential 
role they can play in ensuring corporate responsible for environmental damage based on the 
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examples in the international context. Key words: NGOs, environmental governance, corporate 
environmental responsibility

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Non-market food for degrowth

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sam Bliss

ABSTRACT: 
Some food is produced for sale and obtained by purchase. Other food is grown, foraged, hunted, 
or gleaned for sharing, gifts, and household consumption. In a degrowth society, food systems will 
shift toward the latter arrangements.

Small-scale, decentralized, non-market food systems could help facilitate a transition to degrowth. 
Production for use, rather than for exchange or gain, gives little incentive to expand production or 
augment productivity beyond what is practical for the community. Non-market food systems are 
labor-inefficient. Human hands do work that purchased machines and substances would in 
commercial food production. Thus, as non-market food becomes more prevalent, society must 
dedicate more work to food production. This will leave less labor power available to make other 
things, decreasing potential overall economic output. This increase in food production work will be 
partially offset by a loss of jobs processing, shipping, trading, managing, buying, and selling market 
food. But non-market food systems, even as they simplify supply chains, tend to have high 
transaction costs. Reciprocity and redistribution economies tend to involve intricate rituals of 
sharing, gifting, feasting, and so on, even when they exist in industrial capitalist societies. These 
non-market exchanges entail more emotional, interpretive, and performative labor than do buying 
and selling. I hypothesize that decreasing labor productivity and increasing transaction costs would 
bring about a reverse Jevons phenomenon, whereby, in economic terms, the production 
possibilities frontier shifts inward. If efficiency begets growth, inefficiency might make degrowth. 
Moreover, shifting toward non-market food systems could interrupt not just the expansion but the 
concentration and reinvestment of economic surplus that enables growth. Private and state 
institutions cannot appropriate surplus that is not held as money, grain, or other durable, 
appropriable objects. Public feasts destroy economic surpluses, precluding their conversion into 
productive capital.

A food system transformation must meet certain further requirements to embody degrowth: work 
must be distributed fairly between genders, races, and classes; non-market allocation mechanisms 
must ensure that no one goes hungry unless everyone does; agroecology and sustainable harvest 
must underlie production methods; governance must be democratic and local. I argue that non-
market food systems are more likely than market ones to achieve, or at least approach, these 
ideals. Market food systems, and modern centrally planned ones, suffer from inequality, 
unsustainability, inefficiency, instability, injustice, estrangement, fragility, disempowerment, 
homogeneity, and animal cruelty. Small-scale, decentralized, non-market food systems allocate 
food according to principles other than price and money, and their participants pursue goals and 
motivations unrelated to monetary value. They are resilient to financial meltdowns and breakdowns 
of communication and transportation infrastructure. They often use few material and energy inputs, 
and recycle wastes. They elicit altruistic, relational, and ecological values. They encompass 
material relationships within communities and between humans and the other beings that comprise 
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their ecosystems. They are made of mutual aid. Food is a gift from the land to human communities. 
This is most evident when it is also a gift, not a commodity, within human communities.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Non-monetary economies and degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Anitra Nelson

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth is a political, practical and cultural movement to downscale and transform societies 
beyond growth and productivism to achieve planetary sustainability and to satisfy everyone’s basic 
needs. Degrowth visions indicate a world directly, simply and wholly based on conviviality and 
modest use values — regrowing and re-enchanting the world. Many degrowth advocates are anti-
capitalist and respond to economic-cum-environmental challenges using alternative currencies, 
community banks, financial and monetary reform. This chapter argues that a stand against money 
is needed to successfully transform to degrowth. Money is not a tool that can be redesigned, 
repurposed or managed to achieve equity, basic needs or environmental ends. Explanations of 
money as a medium of exchange and means of payment, the unit in which credits are advanced 
and debts paid, reveals that degrowth and simple living are impossible to organise within any kind 
of market system. In short, a monetary, banking and financial system is antithetical to degrowth.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Not in my backyard but on the Planet

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Fabiano Coelho

ABSTRACT: 
Current civilisational challenge faces Earth limits. During the same period of the Great 
Acceleration, in which anthropic impacts have taken Earth out of the favourable Holocene 
conditions, remarkable social and economic accomplishments occurred. Long developed as two 
separate fields, social welfare and the environment have recently been the object of attempts 
towards an integrated 'eco-social' perspective, both theoretically in terms of analysis and policy. 
Uncovering these linkages is critical in the Anthropocene, where more affluence not necessarily 
means greater security for humanity. Theoretical thinkers proposed the synergy hypothesis 
between social-democratic welfare and better environmental results. Our rather holistic statistical 
approach tests this theoretical development's fit by making sense of ecological complexity and 
different "kinds" of results. This allows us to understand which countries have done what and how 
alike or not are they. Upon what kind of solidarity can we build the necessary change to reduce the 
pressure exerted by humans on the Earth, making our societies sustainable? Especially knowing 
that happens only when the per capita level is below the Planet's carrying capacity and non-
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increasing tendency. Several indicators are used covering linked - but distinguishable - sides of the 
environmental result. These are designed to represent three main categories: the local sphere and 
importance for human health (such as air quality and less responsible treatment of the waste); the 
pure global-planetary ecological outcomes (like emissions per capita, eco footprints and volume of 
waste to Earth per citizen, deducted of reuse of materials through composting or recycling. And we 
also address the in-between category, a mixed sphere that relates to forests and policy 
assertiveness (environmental taxes and migration to renewables). For all stats, level and tendency 
data are used whenever available. A first hierarchical cluster, AGNES method, brings together, step 
by step, the countries closest, considering all distances between countries within and between 
clusters. Subsequent robustness checks are made, generating six other clusterisation: 1) changing 
the clustering technique, 2) remaking it without an outlier country; 3) changing the method of 
calculating CO2 emissions form "territorial" to "consumption"; 4) Using GHG emissions instead of 
CO2; 5) Adding a variable specific to reveal if the country is getting out of fossil energy and 7) 
instead of fossil, consider all non-renewable energy (fossil plus nuclear sources). Within this 
approach, taking into consideration the ecological results per si, clear patterns emerge. The major 
nations from the liberal regime - the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand - are almost always 
together, regardless of the clustering used. They conform to a group in itself. These countries 
perform very well regarding the local sphere and its importance for their citizens' health (waste 
treatment and air quality) and do otherwise in the planetary sphere. As for the middle category, 
they also do not stand out particularly well: medium levels of forest cover (that increased only 
mildly), and low levels of environmental taxes and a medium-low percentage of renewables in the 
total use of energy, with slow migration to green energy. Other distinguishable environmental 
"teams" contain most nordic countries (except Denmark) plus Austria, Estonia and Slovenia; 
another encompassing most European countries, including Denmark and Japan. South Korea is a 
unique case, whereas Ireland and Turkey are alike and different from all the rest. The research 
also analyses the ecological results per welfare regime, covering the Social-Democratic, Liberal, 
Corporative, Asiatic, Mediterranean, Mixed and East European models. Planetary-wise good 
outcomes are seen primarily from the Social Democratic, Mixed (UK and Netherlands) and the 
Eastern Europeans regimes. The results reveal liberal societies have also been selfish in their 
selective care for the environment. Anthropocene disequilibrium requires global solidarity, but the 
liberal regime is far from it and not moving firmly towards it. These countries put the highest press 
on Earth through carbon emissions per citizen (90% more than the social-democratic regime, 
169% more than UK and Netherlands), and the liberal reduced less, 8% the emissions per capita, 
while Conservatives, Eastern Europeans, Social Democratic and Mixed reduced from 22,5% to 
30% (between 179% and 266% more reduction). Liberals still have the worst ecological footprint 
per capita of all clusters, one that would require, on average, more than 4,04 Earth for humans 
were other countries alike. But the relative difference to different regimes is smaller compared to 
emissions, and they managed to reduce the footprint per capita by 21% in the period, which is 
good for second place in this category). Each citizen in those liberal countries represents around 
530 kg per person each year, 68% than social democratic more waste to be absorbed by nature 
(already discounting composting and recycling) and 112% more than in the corporative regime. 
The fossil energy per capita remained stable, falling only 1%, while in the Nordic, it dipped 30% (a 
290% higher drop). Moreover, in those liberal countries, there was no absolute decline in fossil 
energy (oil + coal + gas); in fact, its use increased, on average, by 38%, with the same increase of 
38% in nuclear energy use. In the Nordic countries, the bad energy (nuclear plus fossil) decreased 
by 14% (with a more significant decrease of 17% in fossil energy). A close look at the total use is 
mandatory for the environment's planetary aspect, as the problem arises from "the sweeping 
changes humans are making to Earth". Being an issue of pressure to Earth, the challenge can not 
be solved by avoiding a biocentric perspective, neither relying on mere efficiency concerns. Within 
the liberal world, there are notable exceptions to one-time statistics, like Australia with far less 
waste per citizen and New Zealand with far fewer emissions per capita. But other environmental 
clusters and welfare regimes are much more comprehensive in their coherence towards nature. 
For example, all corporative, mixed, eastern Europeans and social democratic regimes managed 
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to reduce the total use of fossil and harmful energy consumption since 1990. In the face of these 
results, the research highlights the element that differentiates social democratic and conservative 
countries is the diameter of the altruistic circle, ampler in the former case, narrower in the second. 
An even more limited circle represents the kinds of eco-social concerns in countries in the liberal 
regime. Social democratic also embody social investment as a response to the challenge of 
delivering social justice under contemporary socio-demographic, economic, technological, and 
fiscal pressures. Its main assumption is that social investment welfare states are economically 
sustainable by contributing via productivist social policies to their own sustenance. From an 
ecological perspective, this dissolved equality-efficiency tradeoff may seem anathema, as 
economic growth might be an inviable project if planetary limits are to be taken to heart as they 
should. However, social investment social states are service-heavy, capability enhancing social 
states; public service, public consumption, and public investment are at their core. Their intrinsic 
pressure on the Planet is smaller than that of social states premised on private consumption and 
investment. Also, potentially, their contribution to an eco-social state may be invaluable, not only for 
saving natural resources and being human-intensive, but also for being open to conceptions of the 
good life centred on educational and health realisations, care guarantees, gender equity, free time, 
real freedoms, and public life.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Notes on ‘housewifisation’: contra feminising nature and 
naturalising femininity

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ursula Mäki 

ABSTRACT: 
In this presentation, I provide a grave warning for any discussion of political and economic crises 
and ‘building alternative livelihoods’, in particular those in the area of environmental politics. 
Illustrated by historical examples and informed by past feminist critiques from political economy 
and ecology, I first build on the previous presentation by further stressing the dangers of 
‘masculinised’ environmental discourse which ignores women’s unpaid contributions in the form of 
reproductive labour and often neglects gender issues altogether. Second, I remind the audience of 
past instances of essentialising gender and a patriarchal sexual division of labour, which led into 
the instrumentalisation of women in environmental management and protection - a potentially 
intensifying trend in the contemporary climate crisis. I finish by arguing that through their inept 
practical and conceptual treatment of gender relations, these two equally - albeit differently - 
inadequate views on women, femininity and social reproduction have facilitated the co-optation of 
both environmental and feminist discourse into neoliberal patterns of global governance. Calling for 
a more nuanced understanding of the meaning of gender in degrowth and to inform future policy-
making and academic discussion, I present the contours of a holistic ecofeminist theoretical 
framework which approaches the contemporary ‘triple crisis’ as a result of capitalist expropriation 
of socio-ecological reproduction functioning through the dual devaluation of feminised actors and 
the environment in a process of ‘housewifisation’.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7
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Title: Nothing else matters: measuring degrowth in an urban context

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Yaryna Khmara

ABSTRACT: 
To be socially and economically feasible, degrowth needs to move beyond idealistic claims and 
requires operationalization. Given the scale of impacts exerted on the global environment by cities 
– implementing solutions in an urban context would represent a high leverage for solving planetary 
problems. It is necessary to connect degrowth not only with debates on urban sustainability and 
urban planning, but also to enter into a dialogue with those within urban economics, which is the 
aim of this paper. Degrowth needs to be presented as a set of indicators which will be understood 
and acknowledged as of key importance by decision makers. With this regard, connecting 
degrowth with the indicators put so far in the context of urban economics may be particularly 
helpful because of the prominence of urban economics as the foundation within which urban 
decision making is grounded. Although the literature on urban economics often features urban 
growth as one of its most important aspects, it also offers some clear starting points (such as 
preventing urban sprawl and various comments on spatial planning) and a specific philosophy 
which can guide our thinking about degrowth in cities. We propose a set of key indicators to be 
used to assess cities from the perspective of degrowth, or which could be used to guide urban 
development strategies based on the notion of degrowth.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: On rebound effects in complex social systems

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Karl-Heinz Simon

ABSTRACT: 
Fundamental changes in social systems are required in order to guarantee future life in corridors, 
defined by sustainability criteria. Besides radical structural changes, e.g. in energy supply 
structures and exploitation of resources, consumption patterns are recognized as important drivers 
of unsustainable environmental (but also social) dynamics. Consumption is, without any doubt, a 
rather complex concept, because of many factors influencing demand. The presentation will deal 
with a specific aspect, namely the problem of rebound effects. Those effects often occur when in 
some parts of the overall pattern reductions and savings are achieved that seem to be part of the 
problem solution – to establish a pathway within the sustainability corridor. Unfortunately, a lot of 
counterforces threaten that goal: free money is spend for additional products and services on the 
household level, lifestyle changes result in new desires, enterprises react due to changes in prices, 
and on the level of political economy and international relations new demand structures are 
generated - all together a rather complex dynamic situation. The presentation will discuss the 
potentials of sociocybernetics to deal adequately with that complexity.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2
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Title: Optimizing land and water use for multiple environmental policy 
objectives under climate change – a case study from Austria

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Katrin Karner

ABSTRACT: 
Intensive agricultural land use has increased pressure on natural resources in recent decades 
(IPBES, 2018). At the same time, environmental policy objectives have been strengthened at 
multiple levels to foster sustainable management of natural resources (e.g. SDGs by the Unites 
Nations, Farm2Fork strategy and EU Water Framework Directive by the European Commission). In 
the Austrian Seewinkel region, the legal threshold of nitrate in groundwater was exceeded in recent 
years, mostly because of agricultural emissions. Intensive agricultural land use also contributed to 
a steady decline in soil organic carbon. Furthermore, the groundwater level has declined over the 
past decades due to technical measures for drainage and increased groundwater pumping for 
agricultural irrigation (Blaschke and Gschöpf, 2011). Trade-offs between agricultural land use and 
environmental protection might increase under future climate change, which calls for effective 
policies to balance diverging objectives. In general, the Seewinkel region is characterised by 
agricultural land use (72%), nature conservation (the national park "Neusiedler See-Seewinkel" is 
situated in the west), tourism and urban sprawl. The climate is semi-arid with an average annual 
precipitation below 600 mm and a mean annual temperature of 10 °C (Blaschke and Gschöpf, 
2011). The region belongs to a single groundwater body. Multi-objective programming (MOP) is 
frequently used to find compromises between competing policy objectives. However, previous 
MOP studies have rarely considered land, water and soil-related environmental objectives while 
optimizing both land and water use under climate change. Hence, we aim to identify land and 
water use practices to improve a set of environmental objectives in the Seewinkel region under 
three stochastic climate scenarios for the next two decades. We consider the following objectives: 
improving soil quality and climate change mitigation by increasing topsoil organic carbon stocks 
(C), improving groundwater quality by reducing nitrate leaching to the percolate (N) and improving 
groundwater preservation by decreasing groundwater extraction for agricultural irrigation (W). We 
account for the stochasticity of climate change and quantify trade-offs and co-benefits between the 
objectives under stochastic climate scenarios. We use a sequential lexicographic MOP approach in 
which the sequence of the optimized environmental objectives is changed iteratively. Methods A 
MOP experiment is performed with an integrated modelling framework (IMF) to identify trade-offs 
and co-benefits between net benefits from agricultural production (NB) and environmental 
objectives in the Seewinkel region in Austria. IMFs link climate, bio-physical and economic models 
and are often applied to analyse climate change impacts on land use and environmental outcomes 
(Van Ittersum and Brouwer, 2009). Our IMF consists of a statistical climate model for Austria 
(Strauss et al., 2013), which provides three stochastic climate scenarios for the next two decades 
(SIMILAR, DRY and WET which mainly differ regarding annual precipitation volumes); a crop 
rotation model (CropRota; Schönhart et al., 2011), which provides typical crop rotations for the 
municipalities in the Seewinkel region; a bio-physical process model (EPIC; Williams, 1995), which 
is used to simulate environmental outcomes under different land and water use practices and 
stochastic climate scenarios; and a spatially explicit bottom-up economic land and water use 
optimization model (BiomAT; e.g. Karner et al., 2019; Mitter and Schmid, 2021), which maximizes 
regional NB subject to land endowments and a regional water balance. In this study, we extend 
BiomAT to optimize land and water use for several environmental objectives. We use a sequential 
lexicographic approach, to change the order of the environmental objectives in the MOP 
experiments. First, we maximize NB. From the obtained solution, we store the values of the three 
environmental objectives, W, C and N . Next, we optimize the three environmental objectives 
sequentially. In this step, NB are allowed to decrease by ε, which is either 1%, 5%, 10%, or 20% 
(NB reduction levels). For example, first C is maximized, while NB can decline by ε compared to 
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the maximization of NB. The other environmental objectives, i.e. W or N, cannot decline compared 
to the maximization of NB. Then, a second environmental objective is minimized or maximized, 
e.g. W, while NB can decline by ε compared to their maximization. The previously minimized or 
maximized environmental objective, i.e. C, can decline by up to 1% compared to its maximization. 
N cannot further decline compared to the maximization of C in the previous step. Finally, N is 
minimized, while NB can decline by ε compared to the maximization of NB. C cannot decline below 
the value resulting from the minimization of W in the previous step. W can decline by up to 1% 
compared to its minimization. In the MOP experiment we change the order of this sequence, i.e. 
CNW, CWN, NWC, NCW, WCN, WNC. Each sequence is optimized for four NB reduction levels 
and 30 realizations of each stochastic climate scenario (i.e. 720 MOP experiments for each climate 
scenario). The IMF is applied at a spatial resolution of 500 m grid cells and the environmental 
objectives are minimized/maximized for the entire Seewinkel region. Results Results from the MOP 
experiments show that a reduction of (irrigated) cropland and an increase of grassland or 
abandoned land improves the performance of environmental objectives such as lower W and N as 
well as higher C in the Seewinkel region. However, this leads to trade-offs with regional NB. The 
performance of the individual objectives depends on their order in the lexicographic MOP. For the 
water-related objectives, i.e. minimizing N or W, best performance is achieved when ranked first. 
Second best performance is achieved if the respective objectives are ranked last. Highest levels of 
C (i.e. best performance) are achieved if it is ranked last. The achieved improvements of the 
individual objectives also depend on the allowed NB reductions and the stochastic climate 
scenario. In particular, W is reduced by 19%, 10%, 79% (93%, 53%, 100%) if it is minimized first at 
NB reduction levels of 1% (20%), in a SIMILAR, DRY or WET climate. Lower levels of W are 
modelled in WET, regardless of the order of W in the MOP experiment. If W is minimized first, 
cropland declines in all climate scenarios, while grassland increases under WET and abandoned 
land under DRY climate conditions. N is reduced by 16-18% (38-43%) if it is minimized first at NB 
reduction levels of 1% (20%), depending on the climate scenario. The levels of N are lower in DRY 
compared to SIMILAR or WET. In all climate scenarios, cropland declines, while in SIMILAR and 
DRY abandoned land increases and in WET either abandoned land or grassland increase, 
depending on the particular sequence if N is minimized first (i.e. NCW or NWC, respectively). C is 
increased by 0.1-0.4% (1.5-4.5%) if it is maximized last at NB reduction levels of 1% (20%), 
depending on the climate scenario. The levels of C are higher in WET compared to SIMILAR or 
DRY. In all climate scenarios, cropland declines, while in WET grassland and in DRY and SIMILAR 
abandoned land increase. In nearly all optimization experiments, the three environmental 
objectives can be improved. Only in few experiments where W is optimized first, C declines. For 
instance, N (W) declines by 5-9% (5-32%) if W (N) is optimized first at NB reductions of 1%, 
depending on the climate scenario. Changes of C then vary between -0.28% and +0.27% (+0.02-
0.43%). Conclusions The results of the MOP experiments show that the investigated 
environmental objectives can be improved through changes in land and water use. The specific 
performance of the individual objectives depends on their order in the optimization, the considered 
NB reduction level and the climate scenario. Overall, already small reductions in NB allowed 
considerable improvements of each environmental objective in all climate scenarios, i.e. at 
relatively small costs. The results can inform regional authorities seeking to achieve environmental 
policy objectives, especially regarding the relevance of the order of the objectives . Discussing the 
results with the regional population also allows identifying the acceptance of the respective results, 
which might be low for e.g. those related to large NB reductions.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6
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Title: Pandemics, conservation and human-nature relations

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Maria Fernanda Gebara

ABSTRACT: 
At this moment of profound ecological and health crises, there is an urgent call for a fundamental 
rethinking of hegemonic anthropocentric attitudes. Recent responses to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have unleashed debates in the scientific and policy arenas on conservation, human-nature 
relations, animal rights, and efforts to alleviate global poverty among forest-dependent peoples. In 
this perspective article we seek to make sense out of the ensuing debate and consider possible 
solutions. We couch this debate first off as a question of who is invading whom? The most serious 
pandemics in recorded history have their causes rooted in unsustainable anthropic intervention on 
land and biodiversity. With the world on lockdown, rapid social changes have increased the 
opportunities to re-think human-nature relations. We argue that transitioning from the current crises 
demand that we first renew our relationship with nature, recognizing interdependence and finding 
ways to cushion the overwhelming pressures of teeming humanity while we adapt to nature’s 
response in the guise of a pandemic. We show examples of different cultures in the Amazon that 
could inspire a future rooted in a respectful and intuitive relationship with the natural world. We 
discuss the possibilities of how to get there considering the current threatening scenario to the 
indigenous peoples of the Amazon. We conclude by showing that in the process of transitioning 
from the current crises we may enable a relational cosmopolitics, where humans and other-than-
humans are no longer seen as being in opposition but rather as interdependent.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Participating in the transformation: how democratic are our public 
engagement practices?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lina Brand Correa

ABSTRACT: 
The climate crisis is likely to affect the most vulnerable the hardest. Therefore, our quest to 
mitigate the worst effects of climate change must be as inclusive and democratic as possible. We, 
as researchers and practitioners, cannot afford to promote process that are exclusionary and 
undemocratic in the name of tackling a crisis that is already unjust in its causes and 
consequences. As a highly complex issue, the decisions around climate action require public input 
and meaningful involvement for several reasons. First, the climate crisis requires all voices to be 
heard, so that the effects of climate action do not result in perpetuating existing social disparities 
and vulnerabilities. Second, public acceptability is key to avoid backlash (like the one seen in the 
Yellow Vests protests) and increase the efficacy of climate action. Third, many sectors of the public 
are ready to contribute and want to be heard, as evidenced by the Extinction Rebellion protests 
and Friday’s for Future School Strikes. And finally, participating in climate decision-making can 
raise awareness of the issues in hand, and lead to behavioural changes and reverberations in the 
communities. Local authorities are at the forefront of many key climate action decisions, and by 
being closest to communities, they are best placed to involve them meaningfully. This presentation 
will briefly explore four elements to consider when thinking about participatory processes for 
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climate decision-making at the local level: representation (how many different voices are at the 
table), level of participation (how many people are involved), efficacy (how are the processes 
linked to decision-making) and quality of the process (are there opportunities for dialogue and 
deliberation). By drawing on democratic theory, I will argue that these are tightly interlinked, and 
that we can’t increase one elements without considering the others, otherwise we risk potentially 
undemocratic outcomes. I will evidence these elements through a comparison of the Leeds 
Climate Jury and the Oxford Climate Assembly, which took place in 2019. How does this abstract 
relates to the overall conference theme: Participation, in all its different forms, has vital implications 
for democracy, legitimacy, social stability and political viability raised in the conference description. 
In particular, the ways in which participation is conceptualised and enacted, will have direct 
consequences on what can be achieved in a transition to alternative livelihoods. In times of 
ecological and political crisis, where we are heading for major social disruption, our pathways to 
avoid it must include deeper and more meaningful participation.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Laura C Zanetti Domingues

ABSTRACT: 
The transition to a post-growth economy must involve all social and economic forces, including the 
most vulnerable and marginalised. Processes of participative design must ensure that their needs 
and aspirations are taken into account when reshaping productive processes and resource 
allocation in order to ensure that the transition embeds social justice in its mechanisms. The use of 
accessible tools such as art and narrative can unleash the power of communities by harnessing 
their imagination and the innate human affinity for storytelling to guide the construction of new 
commons. The use of mediation techniques, both of conflict and of socio-cultural differences, is 
necessary to foster the inclusion of the most marginalised social group in the fashioning of these 
new commons and to create fertile ground for inclusive local democracy and the breakdown of 
prejudice and hostility. The diffusion of good practices and innovative approaches to engaging 
communities in the discourse is fundamental to ensure that no one is left behind during the 
transition process.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: David King

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.
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Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Guglielmo Miccolupi

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Pheobe Wagner

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Knesia Gerasimova

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11
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Title: Participative Design of the Just Transition: presenter within 
session 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Rosebella Langat

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Past and futures of (semi)peripheral forest - the Polish case

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Maciej Grodzicki

ABSTRACT: 
Forests, including urban forests, store up to 190 tons of coal per hectare, support water circulation, 
filter the air, are habitats for birds, insects and small mammals, perform recreational and aesthetic 
functions (Wilkes et al. 2018), as well as are soil stabilizers and provide a buffer against erosion 
and natural disasters i.e. floods, draughts, heat waves etc. (McDermott, Cashore & Kanowski 
2010). All these ‘services’ are, however, invisible to (semi)peripheral countries, with export-led 
economic growth and capital dependency, but high consumption ambitions of society - like Poland 
– that is our case study. In the international division of labour the Polish economy is locked-in in the 
nature and labour-intensive activities, with the export of wood, paper and furniture accounting for 
8% of all exports (USD 17 billion a year) (OECD 2015). Although almost 30% of the country is 
covered by forests (and it is a relatively stable share), only over 10% of these areas are protected 
(Moskalik et. al 2017). Numerous protests against tree felling, especially in protected areas 
(Pempel & Witeberg 2017; Santora 2019) show that many communities have a different vision of 
the future (harmony with ecosystems) than the government (supporting the current robbery 
economy). This situation inspired us to use methods from futures sciences (Sardar 2010), in 
particular scenario methods (Inayatullah 2013), to outline two narratives: the preferred scenario, in 
accordance with the principles of degrowth, and the dystopian scenario (as a counter-narrative) 
based on further continuation of ‘business as usual’. In our work, we used theories and models 
derived from marxian ecological economics, feminist economics, futures studies, complex systems, 
deep ecology & degrowth.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Peatlands - An Exercise in Reimagining

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Bethany Copsey and Ireen van Dolderen

ABSTRACT: 
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Peatlands are weird and wonderful ecosystems. They possess a number of unique attributes. In 
this talk we will focus primarily on their ability to help us reimagine futures and societies. 
Reimagine. It is quite clear that many people, institutions and structures are lacking imagination 
currently. We are unable to collectively and individually dream up alternative systems. We want to 
challenge this condition, provoking people to enter a state of radical reimagination, to unfurl the 
expansive, magical and curious realms of our minds. We will use peatlands as our portal. 
Peatlands are places of inbetweenness, lending a useful metaphor to the current moment. Through 
them we can reevaluate distinctions between dead and alive, water and land, then and now. Peat 
landscapes are very different to those we have become accustomed to thus to shift back again to 
how the landscape once looked requires transformations mentally as well as physically on a 
societal and personal level. Our presentation provides an introduction to reimagining and using the 
natural world as a means to do so. We will draw parallels between the degrowth movement and 
the imagination required to rethink our societies in such ways, and equip people to begin 
reimagination processes. We will cover a peat 101 including the current common perceptions of 
peatlands. Then we will move to the reimagining aspect. We will challenge participants to 
reimagine the nature and future of peatlands through a few different exercises. If we can reimagine 
peatlands, what else can we reimagine?

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Plant After Reading

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Shannalia Reyes

ABSTRACT: 
This is an exploratory arts-based research project using grocery store rubbish and repurposing 
plastic recyclables through an ecologically focused artistic practice. The project is centered on 
creating non-commissioned public art installations (rubbish) from rubbish that is planted throughout 
the community in the form of edible organic plants, seeds, and handmade plantable paper with 
aesthetic renderings and academic journal text. Using rubbish, plants, and seeds as a medium for 
atoning food and food packaging waste and negligent acts of capitalism/ government, I intend to 
expand notions of artistic and aesthetic experiences. Central to the project is an attempt to 
negotiate and disrupt the discourse of unattainable sustainable food production through gardening 
and cultivating a virtual/non-virtual community of engagement.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1

Title: Plural values of forest ecosystems for sustainable community 
development – a case study in Norway

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Elisabeth Veivag Helseth

ABSTRACT: 
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Calls for sustainable development challenge nations and communities worldwide to develop 
alternative livelihood strategies based on renewable sources of energy and materials, while at the 
same time protecting and enhancing ecosystems and biodiversity. Forests contribute to 
communities in multiple ways, e.g. through providing raw materials, food, recreational 
opportunities, sense of place and community, carbon sequestration and habitats for biodiversity. 
Thus, forests are center stage in achieving sustainable development goals, not least in the context 
of emerging policy initiatives like the European Green Deal. However, mainstream economic theory 
focusing narrowly on monetary values fails to acknowledge the plural ways in which forests sustain 
livelihoods and human well-being beyond their instrumental contribution to market commodities. In 
order to govern and mobilize forest values for sustainable community development, there is a need 
for improved knowledge on how forests contribute to forest community livelihoods. This paper 
draws upon an integrated valuation approach to map and describe ecological, economic, and 
cultural values of forests for sustainable community development in a rural municipality of 
Innlandet County, Norway. Forests have traditionally provided a foundation for settlements and 
livelihoods throughout Norway, and several rural communities have strong bonds to forests. 
However, technological changes and declining employment within forestry, combined with growing 
forest management for recreation, climate regulation and biodiversity, give a policy landscape 
where forest values are constantly renegotiated. Within this context, the paper aims to examine 
how cultural and relational values of forest ecosystems are perceived, described, and weighted by 
different local and national actors. Emphasis is given to non-monetary valuation methods. Data is 
drawn from a literature review, a survey, and interviews with relevant actors and stakeholders.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: Policies for equality under low or no growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tilman Hartley

ABSTRACT: 
GDP growth is declining in industrialised economies, and there is increasing evidence that 
continued growth may be environmentally unsustainable or that serious environmental and climate 
policy may reduce the rate of growth. If growth falls below returns to wealth then inequalities 
increase, as Thomas Piketty recently showed. This poses a significant challenge to managing a 
future low-, zero-, or negatively-growing economy. Here, we examine policies that have been 
proposed to solve the problem of increasing income inequality in low- or non-growing economies, 
including redistribution, taxation, and employment reforms. We construct a simple formal model, 
expanding upon Piketty’s recent work, to evaluate the parameter ranges within which these 
different policies can in theory be effective in avoiding increasing income inequality in low- and 
non-growing economies. We examine a wide variety of measures to prevent increasing income 
inequality in a low- and non-growing economy. Our analysis contributes two main findings. First, 
except in the case of complete wealth equality, our analysis shows that any strategy to prevent 
increasing income inequality must reduce returns to wealth below the rate of growth. Second, we 
find that several proposed strategies may prevent an increase in income inequality during periods 
of low growth, and may slow but not prevent it in non-growing economies.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5
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Title: Political Ecology of Common Ponds in Central Kerala, India

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Vinay Sankar

ABSTRACT: 
Inequality of access to water across economic classes and social groups has aggravated, ever 
since the commodification of ecosystems became pronounced. Institutional governance of 
commonly held small freshwater bodies is under tremendous stress and often fails to cope with 
increasing pressures from market forces and State interventions. The central objective of the 
present study is to understand the political economy of common ponds in Central Kerala, India, 
employing a primary survey method. The survey aimed at reviewing the institutional arrangement 
over common ponds, exploring the ecological health of the ponds, and delineating the 
demographic characteristics of the pond dependent households. The present study finds that there 
is universal access to common ponds cutting across social and economic variables for domestic 
usages of bathing, washing and cleaning. It was found that the communities have prioritised 
domestic utilisation over irrigation and commercial interests. A logistic regression model was fitted 
to identify the factors impacting usage. The community perception of the cleanliness of the 
common pond was the primary factor influencing the utilisation of the pond for various domestic 
purposes, which is, in turn, considerably correlated to the ecological health indicators of the pond. 
The study attempts to broaden the Ostromian design principles, and theoretically situate commons 
in a historical context. The local panchayats have played an instrumental role in the creation and 
commonisation of pond ecosystems. Communities, therefore, can and do resist attempts to 
commodify ecosystems using formal and decentralised institutions like panchayats.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Positive steps towards a global knowledge commons

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Josh Farley, Murray Friedberg

ABSTRACT: 
Human knowledge is cumulative, created by billions of minds over thousands of years, and the 
more knowledge is used, the faster it grows.  Major discoveries such as calculus or the theory of 
natural selection are typically made almost simultaneously by different individuals once sufficient 
knowledge has accumulated.  Technological breakthroughs in alternative energy, sustainable 
agriculture and ecosystem restoration as well as an improved understanding of human society can 
play critical roles in solving humanity’s most pressing ecological and social challenges and the 
value of such knowledge is maximized when it is freely available.  Unfortunately, intellectual 
property rights (IPRs) provide government protected monopolies for even small innovations. 
Monopoly pricing reduces use and hence value.  Universities currently pay professors to create 
new knowledge then publish their findings in for profit journals which sell access back to the 
Universities.  Governments fund corporations and academics to develop new knowledge with 
public money, then allow them to patent that knowledge and sell it back to the taxpayers who 
funded it. Ironically, 70% of US universities spend more money trying to acquire and protect IPRs 

203



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

than they earn from them.  Price-rationing access to knowledge required to build a better world is 
unsustainable, unfair and inefficient.  To solve this problem, any leading university could unilaterally 
start a knowledge commons by mandating that all knowledge produced there, especially if 
intended to help solve social and ecological problems, be made freely available to all on the 
condition that any improvements are also freely available, the same model as Linux. Other 
Universities from around the world would be free to join the coalition.  A large enough coalition 
would gain economies of scale in publishing, eliminating for-profit publishers.  Ultimately, we also 
need a global ecological commons, but we lack the trust between countries required to create one.  
A knowledge commons would have no national boundaries and could help stimulate the cross-
boundary cooperation, reciprocity and trust required to create a global ecological commons.  The 
knowledge commons would generate the ecological knowledge necessary to manage the 
ecological commons, so both should be combined.  The algorithms driving for profit social media 
are designed to maximize exposure to ads, promoting unsustainable consumerism, with the 
occasional genocide or authoritarian regime just an unfortunate externality.  Over time, social 
media, money, finance and other socially created institutions could also become part of the 
commons sector to be managed for the benefit of this and future generations.  

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Post- growth policy-making, law and governance (I)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Volker Mauerhofer

ABSTRACT: 
Post- growth policy-making, law and governance is an multifacetic topic that needs the involvment 
of multiple stakeholders and their varying approaches towards sustainable solutions. In this 
context, all three dimensions (environmental, social, economic) of Sustainable Development need 
to be addressed. Wile balance and integration are keywords, tradeoffs and prioritisation are often 
difficult but necessary. The proposal is widely addressing the question how degrowth as one 
objective of Ecological Economics can be complementary and cummulatively with other objectives 
be implemented in multiple geographical and geo-political levels world wide. Sessions therein 
address in particular 1) the general interplay between degrowth and Ecological Economics and the 
policies and instruments inherent to them for governmental and non-governmental stakeholders 
towards a sustainable governance; 2) income questions and related sustainable transition 
pathways, 3) questions of local-global and Global North – Global South relations for worldwide 
action oriented policies through non-state stakeholders, and 4) the assessment of laws and 
policies of regional integration towards circular economy. Methods especially include a) 
hermeneutic and empirical-analytic approaches studies b) conceptual developments & 
assessments, c) comparative analysis of different governance systems in space and time, d) case 
study analyses and comparisons, e) de lege lata and de lege ferenda analyses, and f) various legal 
interpretation techniques. All the abstracts submitted to our proposal show all already promising 
and innovative findings. These finding can contribute to the further development of solutions for 
sustainable transitions in times of multiple crisis globally. The proposal addresses the 
organisational and institutional basics and interrelations essentially to be addressed for urgently 
needed sustainable transitions based on Ecological Economics towards degrowth. The proposal 
takes multiple angles on various levels of different scales with sessions addressing thematically 
horizontal as well as sectorial topics of inter- and intranational as well as inter- and 
intragenerational justice. In this context, geographical, geopolitical and contextual distribution and 
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allocation questions are addressed to contribute to defining pathways of sustainable transitions in 
times of social and environmental crises.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Post- growth policy-making, law and governance (II)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Volker Mauerhofer and Nichaolas Ashford (chair)

ABSTRACT: 
Post- growth policy-making, law and governance is an multifacetic topic that needs the involvment 
of multiple stakeholders and their varying approaches towards sustainable solutions. In this 
context, all three dimensions (environmental, social, economic) of Sustainable Development need 
to be addressed. Wile balance and integration are keywords, tradeoffs and prioritisation are often 
difficult but necessary. The subtheme proposal is widely addressing the question how degrowth as 
one objective of Ecological Economics can be complementary and cummulatively with other 
objectives be implemented in multiple geographical and geo-political levels world wide. Sessions 
therein address in particular 1) the general interplay between degrowth and Ecological Economics 
and the policies and instruments inherent to them for governmental and non-governmental 
stakeholders towards a sustainable governance; 2) income questions and related sustainable 
transition pathways, 3) questions of local-global and Global North – Global South relations for 
worldwide action oriented policies through non-state stakeholders, and 4) the assessment of laws 
and policies of regional integration towards circular economy. Methods especially include a) 
hermeneutic and empirical-analytic approaches studies b) conceptual developments & 
assessments, c) comparative analysis of different governance systems in space and time, d) case 
study analyses and comparisons, e) de lege lata and de lege ferenda analyses, and f) various legal 
interpretation techniques. All the abstracts submitted to our proposal show all already promising 
and innovative findings. These finding can contribute to the further development of solutions for 
sustainable transitions in times of multiple crisis globally

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: Post- growth policy-making, law and governance (III)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Volker Mauerhofer and Nichaolas Ashford (chair)

ABSTRACT: 
Post- growth policy-making, law and governance is an multifacetic topic that needs the involvment 
of multiple stakeholders and their varying approaches towards sustainable solutions. In this 
context, all three dimensions (environmental, social, economic) of Sustainable Development need 
to be addressed. Wile balance and integration are keywords, tradeoffs and prioritisation are often 
difficult but necessary. The subtheme proposal is widely addressing the question how degrowth as 
one objective of Ecological Economics can be complementary and cummulatively with other 
objectives be implemented in multiple geographical and geo-political levels world wide. Sessions 
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therein address in particular 1) the general interplay between degrowth and Ecological Economics 
and the policies and instruments inherent to them for governmental and non-governmental 
stakeholders towards a sustainable governance; 2) income questions and related sustainable 
transition pathways, 3) questions of local-global and Global North – Global South relations for 
worldwide action oriented policies through non-state stakeholders, and 4) the assessment of laws 
and policies of regional integration towards circular economy. Methods especially include a) 
hermeneutic and empirical-analytic approaches studies b) conceptual developments & 
assessments, c) comparative analysis of different governance systems in space and time, d) case 
study analyses and comparisons, e) de lege lata and de lege ferenda analyses, and f) various legal 
interpretation techniques. All the abstracts submitted to our proposal show all already promising 
and innovative findings. These finding can contribute to the further development of solutions for 
sustainable transitions in times of multiple crisis globally

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 12

Title: Post- growth policy-making, law and governance (IV)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Volker Mauerhofer and Tineke Lambooy (chair)

ABSTRACT: 
Post- growth policy-making, law and governance is an multifacetic topic that needs the involvment 
of multiple stakeholders and their varying approaches towards sustainable solutions. In this 
context, all three dimensions (environmental, social, economic) of Sustainable Development need 
to be addressed. Wile balance and integration are keywords, tradeoffs and prioritisation are often 
difficult but necessary. The subtheme proposal is widely addressing the question how degrowth as 
one objective of Ecological Economics can be complementary and cummulatively with other 
objectives be implemented in multiple geographical and geo-political levels world wide. Sessions 
therein address in particular 1) the general interplay between degrowth and Ecological Economics 
and the policies and instruments inherent to them for governmental and non-governmental 
stakeholders towards a sustainable governance; 2) income questions and related sustainable 
transition pathways, 3) questions of local-global and Global North – Global South relations for 
worldwide action oriented policies through non-state stakeholders, and 4) the assessment of laws 
and policies of regional integration towards circular economy. Methods especially include a) 
hermeneutic and empirical-analytic approaches studies b) conceptual developments & 
assessments, c) comparative analysis of different governance systems in space and time, d) case 
study analyses and comparisons, e) de lege lata and de lege ferenda analyses, and f) various legal 
interpretation techniques. All the abstracts submitted to our proposal show all already promising 
and innovative findings. These finding can contribute to the further development of solutions for 
sustainable transitions in times of multiple crisis globally

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12
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Title: Post-capitalist, anti-capitalist, and non-capitalist practices in the 
context of a degrowth transition I DOUBLE SESSION (I&II)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Benedikt Schmid and Xavier Balaguer Rasillo

ABSTRACT: 
This session discusses the relevance of diverse alternative practices and organizations in the 
context of a degrowth transition. It maintains that a degrowth transition inevitably challenges 
capitalist social relations. Yet, there are numerous different concepts about “capitalism” and 
propositions how transformative agents shall relate to the diverse social relations deemed 
“capitalist”. The diverse practices discussed in the context of a transition beyond growth and 
capitalism are reflected in the notions of postcapitalist, anticapitalist, and non-capitalist practices 
which can function as a conceptual starting point to discuss the complex relations of “capitalism” 
and degrowth. While anticapitalism confronts capitalist relations head-on, postcapitalism generally 
refers to diverse practices that deliberately work towards the displacement of capitalism but less so 
in terms of deriving their identity against capitalism. Non-capitalist practices, in turn, simply 
constitute an outside to capital while not being deliberately enrolled in transformative politics. This 
session aims to deepen the discussion on the relation between capitalism and degrowth; sharpen 
the notions of post-capitalist, anti-capitalist, and non-capitalist practices; and discuss the politics of 
(diverse) empirical cases. This session invites empirical and theoretical contributions speaking to 
the following aspects - The relation between capitalism and degrowth - Different conceptions of 
capitalist social relations - The role of different transformative imaginaries (e.g. ruptural, interstitial, 
symbiotic (Wright, 2010)) - Conceptions of anticapitalism / postcapitalism / non-capitalist practitices 
- The role of reflexivity / deliberation for transformative action - Case studies of post-capitalist 
practices and organizations - Cooperativism and alternative economies - Degrowth activism, 
grassroots organizations and protest against capital

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Post-capitalist, anti-capitalist, and non-capitalist practices in the 
context of a degrowth transition II DOUBLE SESSION (I&II)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Benedikt Schmid

ABSTRACT: 
This session discusses the relevance of diverse alternative practices and organizations in the 
context of a degrowth transition. It maintains that a degrowth transition inevitably challenges 
capitalist social relations. Yet, there are numerous different concepts about “capitalism” and 
propositions how transformative agents shall relate to the diverse social relations deemed 
“capitalist”. The diverse practices discussed in the context of a transition beyond growth and 
capitalism are reflected in the notions of postcapitalist, anticapitalist, and non-capitalist practices 
which can function as a conceptual starting point to discuss the complex relations of “capitalism” 
and degrowth. While anticapitalism confronts capitalist relations head-on, postcapitalism generally 
refers to diverse practices that deliberately work towards the displacement of capitalism but less so 
in terms of deriving their identity against capitalism. Non-capitalist practices, in turn, simply 
constitute an outside to capital while not being deliberately enrolled in transformative politics. This 
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session aims to deepen the discussion on the relation between capitalism and degrowth; sharpen 
the notions of post-capitalist, anti-capitalist, and non-capitalist practices; and discuss the politics of 
(diverse) empirical cases. This session invites empirical and theoretical contributions speaking to 
the following aspects - The relation between capitalism and degrowth - Different conceptions of 
capitalist social relations - The role of different transformative imaginaries (e.g. ruptural, interstitial, 
symbiotic (Wright, 2010)) - Conceptions of anticapitalism / postcapitalism / non-capitalist practitices 
- The role of reflexivity / deliberation for transformative action - Case studies of post-capitalist 
practices and organizations - Cooperativism and alternative economies - Degrowth activism, 
grassroots organizations and protest against capital

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1

Title: Potentials for an ecological transition of urban food systems – the 
case of Vienna

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Lisa Kaufmann

ABSTRACT: 
The mainstream industrial food system is related to severe environmental impacts. Calls for a 
sustainable transformation of the food system in a post-growth-society include the idea of food 
sovereignty, which is linked to locally sourced organic food and to healthy diets. A growing global 
urban population plays a key role as a link between rural and urban livelihoods. Here we explore 
the potentials for an ecological transition of the urban food system of Vienna, applying a biomass 
flow and GHG accounting model. The model covers all biomass flows, land requirements and GHG 
emissions related to production, processing, distribution and consumption of food in Vienna and 
differentiates between food from the immediate hinterland (within 100km), the rest of Austria and 
imported products. Scenarios include a shift to higher shares of local and/or organic products, as 
well as a shift to healthier diets with less meat. Results show that in 2015, the food consumed by 
1.8 million inhabitants of Vienna required 594 kha of agricultural land, 14 times the city area – with 
10% from the immediate hinterland. Moreover, Vienna’s food consumption caused GHG emissions 
of 2.3 Mt CO2e per year. Scenario calculations reveal large differences in GHG benefits among 
different low-meat diets, mainly depending on the share of milk products. Furthermore, negative 
emissions from carbon sequestration ensures GHG benefits from a switch to organic production. 
Our results show potentials and intricacies of a sustainability transition of the food system and 
contribute to an empirically informed debate revolving around food sovereignty.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Prefiguration in an Ecosocialist Transition

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Judith Watson

ABSTRACT: 
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The Red Green Study Group has met in London since 1992 to consider the connections between 
ecological and social change. Our proposed panel session has four related presentations with the 
politically pertinent aim of facilitating transition to a post-capitalist, post-growth economy. It is 
hoped that after the conference these papers will be published as a special edition of the journal 
Capitalism Nature Socialism. The session will be chaired by Pat Devine (University of Manchester), 
coordinator of the Red Green Study Group. Leigh Brownhill (Athabasca University, Canada). 
"Social Movement Learning Spaces" from a learning theory perspective will examine how an 
ecological transition is already being nurtured by scholars and activists in ecological social 
movements. Peter Dickens (University of Cambridge) and Judith Watson (University of Brighton). 
“Social Class and (De)growth Consumption”, informed by Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of “distinction” 
and an analysis of market research data, will show which fractions of the middle class in the UK 
have been driving overconsumption, and assess the prospects for them changing their 
consumption patterns. Simon Pirani (Oxford Institute for Energy Studies). “How Energy Systems 
Could Work in Post-Capitalist Society” will consider the potential for change that could be released 
if society can move past production for profit, alienated labour and commodification of natural 
resources, and will explore the transformation of the big technological systems that currently 
consume most fossil fuels. Pritam Singh (University of Oxford). “Degrowth and Development” will 
look at a range of recent initiatives for degrowth in developing countries, propose a radical critique 
of Western-centeredness in degrowth theory, and make suggestions for global ways forward.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Property Beyond State and Market: what can we learn from China?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Elodie Rene

ABSTRACT: 
This contribution seeks to analyze under which political circumstances information, indicators and 
knowledge can contribute to the transformation of existing production and consumption networks 
towards degrowth and frugality. In particular, we will question the role of State and non-state actors 
in the production and diffusion of socio-environmental information as well as the potential battles or 
conflicts of interest around information and knowledge. In order to go beyond a structure versus 
agency dualism, we will use Bob Jessop Strategic Relational Approach to analyse the 
transformative power of information and knowledge. We will focus here on China, a « State-
controlled capitalist system » having constitutionalized the concept of « ecological civilization ». 
China is a very good example of a top-down State-led model of political ecology in which socio-
environmental information networks are centralised and controlled by the One Party system. The 
government is experimenting innovative “green informational governance tools”, such as the 
corporate environmental credit system (CECS). The CECS is aimed at reinforcing the controlling 
power of the central government over companies and local authorities throughout the country. It is 
conceived as an “innovative management tool” helping the Party to build an “ecological 
civilization”. Through a detailed analysis of the CECS we will highlight the limits of state-controlled 
information governance systems. We will also critically analyse the limits of market-led “green 
information system” in the West pointing out how big corporations can manipulate information to 
increase sales (eg. Volkswagen). We will finally try to envision how democratically-led bottom-up 
information and knowledge networks can contribute to transform production and consumption 
schemes towards degrowth.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12
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Title: Proposals for decarbonisation of energy intensive industries in 
Galicia - in Degrowth and basic materials 2

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Juan Jose Gil Fernandez

ABSTRACT: 
Climate change is one of the greatest environmental, social, and economic threats facing humanity 
today. Galicia (NW Spain), and particularly the Galician industry, has its share of responsibility in 
contributing to global warming. However, there is currently no pathway or strategy that 
comprehensively establishes long-term guidelines to decarbonise Galician industry in a manner 
consistent with the 1,5ºC climate goal; neither in the scientific literature. This research aims to 
contribute to fill this gap and to do so by focusing specifically on energy-intensive industries that 
registered greenhouse gas emissions (hereinafter GHG) in the PRTR Registry (hereinafter 
Galician EEIs) for several reasons: these industries concentrated 84,42% of GHG emissions from 
the manufacturing industry and 12,88% of the total GHG emissions in Galicia in the 2015-2019 
period (according to data from the PRTR Registry); secondly, this type of industry has received 
special attention in the scientific literature on industrial decarbonisation recently, and third, these 
industries are key for the sustainment of the current social and economic European model. The 
objective of this research is, therefore, to formulate a strategy or pathway that lays the foundations 
and establishes the guidelines for the decarbonisation of Galician EEIs in a consistent way with the 
1,5ºC climate goal while seeking the maintenance and creation of sustainable livelihoods in 
Galician economy. This pathway is formulated without carbon capture and storage systems and 
negative emissions technologies (hereinafter NETs) and in a context of human sustainable 
development. To achieve the proposed objective, a research is conducted that consists of the 
following phases (in addition to the analysis of the state of the question, whose main results are 
indicated in the first paragraph): bibliographic review, information gathering, diagnosis of the 
productive structure and the emissions from industrial complexes and industries under study, and 
formulation of the decarbonisation pathway with its corresponding sub-strategies for each industry. 
First, global mitigation pathways consistent with 1,5ºC are analysed and one is chosen as a 
reference framework for the local proposal created in this work. At a global level, there is a diversity 
of mitigation pathways compatible with 1,5ºC that operate under different socioeconomic 
scenarios, with different techno-economic strategies for the mitigation of emissions and with 
different implications in terms of sustainable development in each of them. They also differ in terms 
of difficulty in achieving the indicated climate objective. These pathways (S1, S2, S5 and LED) are 
grouped into four archetypes with their respective difficulties in achieving the mentioned climate 
objective and their respective correspondences with the Supported Socioeconomic Trajectories 
(hereinafter SSP), except LED, which is not represented by any SSP exclusively. A comparative 
analysis of the four archetypal pathways in economic, social, environmental and technological 
terms was carried out. As a result of this analysis, I chose the LED pathway, as it is a pathway that 
should be pursued within a framework of sustainable human development in order to better 
address climate change mitigation. This pathway is characterized by Degrowth scenarios, specially 
in terms of energy and material throughput. To proceed with the elaboration of the decarbonisation 
strategy, the following steps were carried out. As a first phase and as a step prior to the selection of 
the object of study, an emissions profile of the manufacturing industry and of the industrial 
complexes under study in Galicia between 2015 and 2019 was elaborated. The analysis approach 
is that of direct emissions and the source of information is in this case the PRTR Registry, which, 
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although it does not contain 100% of the emissions in these sectors, does contain the bulk of their 
emissions. The object of study is made up of the 25 of the 42 industrial complexes belonging to 
EEIs in Galicia that register emissions from this source; the rest of the complexes are below the 
threshold under which emissions are not counted at this source. These complexes contain the vast 
majority of the industrial processes and GHG emissions that take place in all the EEIs in Galicia. 
Secondly, a diagnosis of their production structure and CO2 emissions was carried out. This 
diagnosis was made based on the following information: materials produced, material production 
levels and energy consumption (by fuel and electricity) in physical units, production processes, 
CO2 emission sources and levels, material energy intensity (GJ/t) and carbon intensity (tCO2/t). 
The diagnosis is made taking into account the data related to the time series 2015-2019, thus 
trying to reflect the structural nature of each industry instead of a still photo. Based on the emission 
reduction objectives of LED pathway, the diagnosis carried out and an extensive review of recent 
literature on techno-economic alternatives for decarbonisation of EEIs, I formulate the 
decarbonisation pathway, which is composed of 16 sectoral strategies, one per industry 
(considering the term industry as the set of industrial complexes with similar production 
processes). The pathway is built on the basis of certain assumptions regarding the levels of 
production (or demand) of basic materials and the pace and orientation of technological progress 
in the coming decades. The hypotheses related to technological progress allow us to assume that 
it is possible (with greater or lesser speed) the development of the different decarbonisation 
options we propose that are not currently technologically available; the hypotheses regarding 
material production allow the calculation (together with other variables) of the decarbonisation 
potential and the energy demand of each industry, although with high data-availability limitations. 
The adoption of these hypotheses is carried out consistently with a certain social, economic and 
technological scenario; a “socioeconomic scenario” characterized in a similar way to the SSP. It is 
the underlying socioeconomic scenario behind the formulated decarbonization pathway and is 
equivalent to the LED scenario for the Global North. The strategy and sub-strategies are defined in 
terms of (1) ten-year emission reduction targets, (2) necessary productive transformations in the 
EEIs and (3) material, energy and technological requirements to implement these transformations, 
both at qualitative and quantitative level and with 2050 as the time horizon. The proposed 
productive transformations can be divided in two: reductions in material production and changes in 
the way in which basic materials are produced; the second is what we call “decarbonisation 
alternatives” (hereinafter ADs). We propose a total of 40 ADs which can be classified as following: 
process innovations, changes in energy sources and reductions in energy intensity. They must be 
accompanied by changes in other sectors, so as to ensure the supply of the necessary energy and 
material inputs required by the industries (and also identified) or to adapt to the productive 
transformations held, and in certain consumption patterns of civil society. Consequently, the 
proposed industrial transition of the Galician EEIs will foreseeably have economic, social, 
environmental and political implications both in Galicia and (to a lesser extent) in other regions and 
countries. Regarding the economic implications, they are analyzed according to two types: in 
economic agents and in economic activities. The economic scenario that can be foreseen as a 
consequence of the proposed industrial transition is characterized by creative destruction 
dynamics, which altogether with changes in production levels, will predictably drive both threats for 
the maintenance of current livelihoods and opportunities for the development of new sustainable 
livelihoods (specially in Galician economy). Therefore, this research then opens up a research field 
around the precise determination of these threats and opportunities that can arise with 
decarbonisation and how to address them. Furthermore, possible environmental impacts, for 
example in Galicia, derived from this process must be warned well in advance in order to adjust the 
decarbonisation pathway regarding the planetary boundaries framework. We point out also the 
need for intersectoral political frameworks and approaches when planning and catalyzing 
decarbonisation. In addition, this research contributes to the dissemination of scientific knowledge 
that may allow a correct and efficient allocation of recovery funds from the COVID-19 crisis in line 
with climate goals. Finally, it is worth noting the limitations of the results obtained. The four types of 
limitations that have been identified refer to: the representativeness of the object of study and the 
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emissions data, the emissions approach used, the underlying socioeconomic scenario behind the 
strategy and the performance of sectoral decarbonization studies. In conclusion, as a result of this 
research, a pathway was formulated for the decarbonization of the Galician EEIs consistently with 
the 1,5ºC climate goal without CCS nor negative emissions technologies in the context of human 
sustainable development. This is so far the first strategy formulated to decarbonise the Galician 
industry consistently with the climate objective of 1,5ºC. It lays the foundations and establish the 
guidelines for the decarbonization of the Galician EEIs in coordination with the global LED pathway 
and supposes a sectoral and territorial definition and concretion of this global pathway. 
Furthermore, the industrial transition proposed is a mean to develop alternative livelihoods around 
Galician EEIs while tackling climate change in a context of sustainable development.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Putting Degrowth into Practice

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Fumihiko Saito

ABSTRACT: 
As ill-effects of capitalism have increasingly become more visible today than before, alternatives to 
economic growth are actively sought in order to secure well-being for people and the Earth. In this 
presentation, a case study of Rape Flower Project in Shiga, Japan is used as illustrating 
possibilities and limitations of putting degrowth into practice. Japan attained a very rapid economic 
growth in the 1960s and the 70s. However, this rapid economic growth caused serious 
environmental degradations. In Shiga Prefecture where the largest freshwater lake Biwa is located, 
housewives started civic movement in the 1970s to solve a serious water quality degradation of the 
“mother lake”. This social movement laid the foundation for the subsequent Rape Flower Project, 
which started in 1998 essentially attempting to establish circular local economy. This endeavor is 
coming ever more important now as rural areas in Japan suffer from deindustrialization and 
depopulation. However, because the structural causes of social decay have become very complex, 
and are hard to understand for the ordinary citizens, the sympathy for a decade-long social 
movement has also been declining. The project experiences suggest that realizing prosperity 
without growth needs several key supportive factors; in order for ensuring sustainable impacts, 
social movements alone would not be effective. Political actions backed by articulated future vision, 
among others, is essential. Although sequence of alignment may differ depending on contexts, 
alignment of essential factors needs to be secured through collaborative governance 
arrangements. This finding help deepen our understanding of realizing degrowth in real-life 
situations.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4

Title: Radical Ecological Economics

Session type: Academic
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Submitter: David Barkin

ABSTRACT: 
During the past twenty years we developed a radical version of Ecological Economics, (Fuente 
2008, Barkin et al. 2012), at the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana in Mexico. Radical 
Ecological Economics (REE) sets itself apart from the principles and perspectives of dominant 
economics, proposing to analyse appropriation processes of nature with a different environmental 
and economic rational. It comprises a research and an analytical framework for social and 
economic sciences that envelops an ontological position, an epistemological approach, an 
economic and political positioning, methodological opening, and a technical-productive proposal. 
REE, as other currents in EE, assumes that our planetary system is an ensemble of interconnected 
systems, recognising a complex, integrated, and inter-dependent reality. REE accepts that a) 
human beings are complementary to the rest of nature, b) there is a mutual dependency and 
integration between the economic system and the planet’s ecosystems, and c) economic 
relationships are highly integrated to other areas of knowledge and social practice. These points 
contest classical economy that poses a closed economic system, disarticulated from the broader 
ecological system (Barkin, et al., 2012). The ontological position of the REE is therefore like other 
approaches of EE; but when it comes to epistemic, methodological, productive, and political 
matters, the vision changes dramatically. The framework of REE poses an epistemic challenge in 
two senses. 1) It views sustainability as a matter of socio-environmental justice. A critical 
examination of socio-environmental justice is increasingly imperative, given the serious 
consequences of the Global North’s “civilisation project”, and its predatory economic rationality, 
that is being imposed on the planet and society as a whole. 2) REE re-values and integrates the 
reflections and cosmologies of Latin American Indigenous Peoples and civil organisations, as well 
as academic groups, that question positivist, Eurocentric, and institutional paradigms, as the only 
valid way to approach reality. In this regard, REE aims to clarify how positivism or normative 
science (neoclassical understanding in economics), dominant in knowledge generation and 
application, has contributed to today’s systemic crisis. Methodologically, REE enriches Marxist 
analysis in the context of the communitarian subject (CS). It explicitly incorporates a dialogue 
among knowledge systems and cosmologies that are proving so valuable for designing alternatives 
to development and growth. This is a central feature of the search for strategies aimed at the 
socio-ecological and socio-economic transformation of society. Therefore, the proposal is open to 
new and traditional ways of thinking and to other disciplines, practising inter-, or even, trans-
disciplinarity. It prioritises participative and collaborative research approaches, the dialectic 
unification of theory and praxis, a dialogue among knowledge systems, and the integration of 
biocultural memory, among other aspects. New research values emerge, such as: open spaces to 
express, listen to and publish the conceptions of local actors; the significance that the subjects 
(indigenous and rural peoples, marginalized societies) ascribe to themselves and their 
relationships to other individuals in nature and nature itself; and the importance of admitting that 
local epistemologies have the same (or more) validity than “mainstream” academic-scientific 
practice, to generate knowledge. These values involve a transformation of the relationships 
between academic and other actors, such as rural and indigenous producers. As an academic 
discipline, REE affirms that current socio-environmental problems originate from the prevailing 
capitalist model of society and production with the centrality of capital accumulation and growth 
without limits. This development model has not been efficient nor effective in satisfying social 
needs or protecting the environment. The radical within REE proposes the concept of the 
Capitalocene in place of the Anthropocene and insists that destructive dynamics and projects must 
stop. Likewise, REE is radical because aims to go to the root in the understanding of problems and 
solutions, not being content with superficial proposals or reformist answers that deal with 
symptoms and not with causes. As an epistemology, it poses the challenge of transforming reality, 
creating new institutions in which capital accumulation ceases to be the objective and assures 
basic needs for all people. As an ontological proposal, it advocates for a social and solidarity 
system in which the well-being of people, rather than economic growth is the objective. REE 
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focuses on understanding alternative systems of production and community life that are 
contributing to consolidating regions of sustainability, a symbiotic interaction between society and 
nature. These alternative models are based on what we have called the Communitarian Subject 
(CS), a collective actor within which individuals develop a shared consciousness, creating a social 
dynamic to forge alternative socio-metabolical configurations that avoid the fractures (rifts) 
characterising social existence during the past two centuries. The potential of the CS 
encompasses one or more of three main characteristics: a) Autonomy for communitarian well-
being. This can be exerted in several ways or to varying degrees such as political autonomy, 
participative democracy, collective decision-making, etc., that contribute to defining autonomy 
indicators. For example, the highest expression of autonomy in a CS is a Revolutionary 
Community Subject, which openly and actively works to separate itself from dominant institutions 
and moving towards increasing self-sufficiency and critical positions in all areas of life. b) In the 
face of a socio-metabolic fracture (rift) within the processes of appropriation and pollution, the CS 
engages in strategies to reverse or avoid the fracture by modifying technologies or implementing 
new ones, developing more equitable socio-political institutions, or restoring and conserving 
ecosystems. This leads us to include biophysical indicators drawn from a collaboration with other 
disciplines. c) The ability to generate a collective productive surplus. Collective production is 
common to indigenous and rural communities in Mexico and Latin America, where work, use of 
natural goods and benefits are frequently shared in one or another way. Hence, the CS does not 
only avoid distributive ecological conflicts, but looks to enhance collective ability to increase 
agriculture and farming productivity, as well as to diversify productive activities, enhancing socio-
environmental justice. In sum, the SC tries to transform a social and ecologically impoverished 
reality, working towards the improvement of collective and individual quality of life. In this 
participatory session, we will include four presentations, starting with a conceptual presentation of 
REE to then offer three collective experiences currently underway in which we are implementing 
the methodology with the direct participation of the communities involved.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Radical Ecological Economics and Gender

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Erika Carcaño Valencia, Maria Fernanda Ortega Valdez

ABSTRACT: 
Radical Ecological Economics and Gender Erika Carcaño Valencia, Maria Fernanda Ortega Valdez 
Addressing the gender perspective within the Radical Ecological Economics (REE) paradigm 
implies broadening the debate on the meaning of sustainability together with socio-environmental 
justice. This implies highlighting gender, providing a deeper explanation of each community´s life 
projects, in which men and women participate jointly, but with different implications for their social 
relationships and decision making. REE highlights the central role that women have in the creation 
of surpluses, and the management of natural resources, as well as in the defense of the territory 
and the organization of community work. In this last point, the role of indigenous women stands out 
in the collective organization of community work, which implies the joint reproduction of 
themselves, the community and nature. Community work is based on social processes or cycles 
within the community (religious festivals, struggles, movements, and defense of the territory 
against the capitalist system) and those of nature (cultivation cycles), so care work does not refer 
solely to the reproduction of the community members from a material and subjective dimension, 
but also contributes to the reproduction of nature. These elements of community work are defined 
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by the specific conditions of the territory and worldviews of each community. Understanding 
indigenous women and their association with community work involves going beyond the 
perspectives of social reproduction in the economic space. It requires understanding the historical, 
cultural, and political context within which women develop; in this way, REE complements the 
contributions of decolonial feminism and ecofeminism. As a result, we offer a more holistic 
reflection on the role that all actors play in their community praxis, enriching an interdisciplinary 
debate that contributes to the analysis of the sustainability of human life and the planet. 

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Rebound effects erode half the energy savings from improved 
energy efficiency: Implications for the Paris Agreement

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Paul Brockway

ABSTRACT: 
Global energy scenarios [1] consistent with the goals of the Paris Agreement project either a slow 
growth in global final energy demand (0 to 1%/year) over the next half-century, or absolute 
reductions in energy demand (0 to -1%/year). These projections reflect anticipated improvements 
in energy efficiency throughout the global economy, but which represent a radical departure from 
historical trends. For example, global final energy demand grew at around 2.0%/year since 1970 
[2], with no evidence of any slowdown. While a handful of countries have managed to grow their 
economy while reducing energy demand, they have only achieved this over short time periods, and 
partly through offshoring heavy industry. This close coupling between energy consumption and 
GDP requires explanation, and the expectations of an immediate and radical break from this 
coupling require strong justification. This paper explores one possible explanation for the historical 
coupling: the presence of large, economy-wide rebound effects from improved energy efficiency. 
We review the evidence on economy-wide rebound effects and explore whether and how the 
models used to produce global energy scenarios incorporate these effects. Relevance to 
conference: This paper [3] is most relevant to the Low Carbon and low energy theme, but also the 
production and conservation of energy themes of the conference. Methodology: The review has 
four components. First, we compare the historical trends in global final energy demand and energy 
intensity with those projected within a selection of global energy scenarios from the IPCC and other 
organisations. Second, we clarify the different definitions of energy efficiency and the different 
mechanisms contributing to economy-wide rebound effects. Third, we review 33 empirically-based 
(mainly computable general equilibrium (CGE)) studies which assess economy-wide rebound 
effects - identifying their specification of energy efficiency improvements, the range of results and 
the mechanisms contributing to those results. Fourth, we explore how the Integrated Assessment 
Models (IAMs) used by the IPCC and the global energy models used by other organisations 
simulate energy efficiency improvements, and whether and how they capture the different 
mechanisms contributing to rebound effects. Finally, we integrate the findings and highlight their 
implications. Results: Our review demonstrates the methodological diversity of the economy-wide 
rebound literature, the variety of approaches to simulating improved energy efficiency, the 
differences in the mechanisms captured and the sensitivity of the results to key assumptions. 
However, the most important finding is that the empirical studies consistently estimate large 
economy-wide rebound effects, with over half the surveyed studies providing baseline estimates of 
~50% or more and several estimating ~100% rebound or even higher. This evidence suggests that 
economy-wide rebound effects typically erode around half of the energy savings from cost-effective 
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energy efficiency improvements. Our review of global energy models suggests they fail to capture 
many of the mechanisms contributing to these effects – largely because their economic models are 
highly simplified – though rising energy prices in these scenarios may mitigate those effects. 
Conclusions and implications: We find that: first, economy-wide rebound effects erode around half 
the potential energy savings from improved energy efficiency; second, the models used by the 
IPCC and others may take insufficient account of these rebound effects; and third, the resulting 
scenarios may therefore underestimate the future rate of growth of global energy demand. Key 
implications for Paris are 1. Emissions targets may be more difficult to reach; 2. Energy rebound 
needs to be better included in models and policy; 3. Other policy levers may need to work harder – 
such as renewables, carbon sequestration, energy sufficiency and economic degrowth. Key words: 
Energy efficiency; energy rebound; decoupling; energy policy; Paris Agreement References [1] 
Masson-Delmotte V, Zhai P, Pörtner HO, et al. IPCC, 2018: Summary for Policymakers. In: Global 
warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report. Available at: 
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_Low_Res.pdf [2] 
Csereklyei, Z., Rubio-Varas, M. d. M., & Stern, D. I. (2016). Energy and Economic Growth: The 
Stylized Facts. Energy Journal, 37(2), 223–255. http://doi.org/10.5547/01956574.37.2.zcse [3] 
Brockway P. E., Sorrell S.R., Semieniuk G., Heun M.K., Court V. (2021) Energy efficiency and 
economy-wide rebound effects: a review of the evidence and its implications. Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Reviews.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: Recent land and credit enclosures in Mexico

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Pablo Hernandez

ABSTRACT: 
This project offers an analysis of recent changes in land use legislation and agricultural sector 
credit reforms as indicators of recent enclosure initiatives in Mexico. Mexican peasant producers 
(smallholders) have, in recent decades, shifted their attention away from traditional rich biotic and 
cultural crop production toward carbon forestry products, which may be seen as newer forms of 
enclosure of former ancestral crops and common resources. The diversion of labor and financial 
assistance from biotic and native cultural crop production toward forest stock and sustainable 
conservation initiatives has been accompanied by sweeping changes in the appropriation of State 
and private funds to subsidize a growing number of carbon forestry projects in Mexico (cf. Toledo 
2015, Murillo 2015, Osborne 2013, and Shiva 2015). Concerns have surfaced from these initiatives 
partly in response to recent Mexican agrarian reforms aimed at strengthening the presence of large 
agribusinesses vis-à-vis the rights of small rural producers. I study the above phenomenon from an 
institutional economic point of view, emphasizing the seeming shortsightedness behind policies 
aimed at leveraging the diversion of sizeable private and public funds toward projects that pit 
exclusionary conservation initiatives against smallholders’ land rights and rich agro-ecological 
traditions. The resource-deprivation smallholder Mexican farmers now face obeys discriminatory 
attitudes towards subsistence agrarian affairs in the wake of market reforms that encourage higher 
value-added content for export specialty crops. These reforms have been introduced based on 
foreign sector led-growth policies. I examine recent Mexican agrarian reforms motivating the use of 
government funds to support exclusionary initiatives in detriment of smallholders’ wellbeing 
throughout the country. This problem relates to local and regional conflicts surrounding the 
sustainable management of enclosed community livelihoods. Historical roots of indigenous 
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oppression in that region are underscored as are the contemporary attempts to alter labor relations 
as growing agribusinesses’ re-appropriation of resources displaces earlier forms of rural bio-
cultural resources appropriation. Mexico’s recent trade liberalization record, e.g., Mexico’s 
adhesion to GATT since the mid-1980s followed by NAFTA and other regional trade agreements, 
deepened the divide between subsistence agriculture and commercial export-driven specialty crop 
production. The inequality and resource-deprivation the average smallholder Mexican farmer now 
faces obeys discriminatory attitudes towards subsistence agrarian affairs in the wake of market 
reforms focusing on higher value-added products headed for foreign markets.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Reconceptualising Freedom for a Degrowth Society

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Felix Windegger

ABSTRACT: 
The hegemonic role of neoliberal ideas in today’s political-economic thought and practice has 
shaped the common way of thinking about freedom in Western society and more generally in the 
international community. This involves a negative, individualistic and market-centred interpretation 
of the concept. In contrast, visions of a degrowth society offer a radical alternative based on 
Cornelius Castoriadis’ notion of autonomy. This paper outlines how this formulation of freedom can 
be conceptualised relative to the predominant neoliberal theory. We present an overview and 
contrast of both positions and then follow this up with an empirical study. More specifically, we 
probe the extent to which the degrowth movement actually follows the Castoriadian conceptual 
model of freedom as opposed to the hegemonic neoliberal conception. Results are reported from a 
survey conducted at the 2018 Degrowth Conference in Malmö, Sweden. While survey participants 
were found to hold positions consistent with the Castoriadian model, we also identify problematic 
and under-conceptualised aspects in their understanding of freedom. This points to the need for 
the degrowth movement to directly address its theoretical foundations, and elaborate on and 
strengthen its vision of freedom compatible with a future degrowth society.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Representative farm-based sustainability assessment of the 
organic sector in Switzerland

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Michael Curran

ABSTRACT: 
The agricultural sector plays a key role in driving human society towards environmental tipping 
points (climate emissions, nutrient loading, ecotoxic pollution, habitat loss and degradation, etc.). 
Improvements in the economic (e.g. threatened livelihoods, waning profitability), governance (e.g. 
conflicts over land and water) and social (e.g. poor working conditions) dimensions in the sector as 
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a whole are also critical for sustainability. In response, there has been a proliferation of both 
regulatory standards and voluntary certifications that aim to ensure minimum standards for specific 
sustainability domains and agricultural practices. One of the most prominent standards in the 
sector is the organic label, which is the focus of extensive sustainability research (mainly in 
comparison to conventional production). In this study, we conducted a representative farm-based 
assessment of the entire Swiss organic sector in order to qualify and describe its overall 
contribution to sustainability (based on the FAO SAFA Framework). In addition, the study aimed to 
identify potential synergies and trade-offs in achieving sustainability goals across Dimensions and 
Themes. A final goal was the identification of key indicators and management practices that 
influence sustainability performance in the four main SAFA Dimensions (Good Governance, 
Economic Resilience, Ecological Integrity and Social Wellbeing). To do this we used the 
Sustainability Monitoring and Assessment RouTine (SMART) Farm Tool to assess 185 farms 
chosen using stratified random sampling (by farm type and agricultural zone). We sampled about 
3% of the Swiss population of organic farms. The results show an overall high performance across 
the assessed SAFA Dimensions and Themes, with the majority of Themes scoring 60% and above 
in terms of goal achievement. However, the range of individual farm results was very wide, 
indicating substantial variation and potential for improvement. Significant and substantial 
correlations (i.e. synergies) in scores were observed both across and within dimensions 
(particularly within the environmental dimension). In a second step, the number of indicators were 
reduced to a set of “influential indicators” based on the ability to explain variation in the data (using 
PCA) and their importance towards goal achievement as judged by experts in a separate study. 
This led to a set of 46 key indicators and associated management practices to form the basis of 
further analysis and improvement measures. This approach ensured practices were prioritized that 
are both important for goal achievement (according to SMART) and vary considerably across the 
sampled farms (i.e. a mix of both good and bad performers). This ensures both improvement 
targets (bad performers) and best practice examples (good performers) are available to design 
future interventions to be most effective and efficient. In the governance dimension, important 
practices included the keeping of professional agricultural accounts, the formulation of an explicit 
written sustainability plan, maintaining traceability of farm inputs and facilitating labor organization 
and collective bargaining (particularly for seasonal workers). In the economic dimension, they 
included sourcing locally produced inputs (including on-farm fertilizer production), collective 
marketing in more direct, diverse and personal sales channels, and combining organic with other 
certifications and/or standards. In the environmental dimension, practices included maintaining 
permanent land cover (woodlands and grasslands), minimizing the use of organic plant protection 
products, improved nutrient and soil management practices (particularly measures to prevent or 
restore degraded soils) and increasing the efficiency of energy and water consumption. Finally, in 
the social dimension, interventions are required to reduce peak employee working hours, prevent 
and/or address any incidents of perceived harassment, source inputs from countries with high 
social standards and increase access to advisory services for farm managers. Implementing 
improvements to these key practices are discussed in relation to the diverse structural and 
geographic context of the sampled farms. The findings are also contrasted to indicator results from 
SMART assessments in other countries and contexts, as well as the wider literature on agricultural 
sustainability.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: Resistance to Extractivism in South Africa

Session type: Academic
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Submitter: Hali Healy

ABSTRACT: 
The long-term effects of South Africa's extractive economy (pre-dating the Apartheid era), 
combined with those related to the intensification of climate change, have had severe impacts on 
the poor, and the increasingly scarce natural resources on which many depend for survival. This 
panel brings together activists and academics to highlight grassroots struggles to advance the 
development of alternative livelihoods, as well as the political roadblocks facing activists with 
socially-just greening ambitions. The aim of the discussion is to raise the profile of efforts to 
promote a socially-just green transformation within South Africa (touching on the EJAtlas 
https://ejatlas.org/). It also aims to facilitate discussion around how academics and activists might 
cooperate to influence decision-makers, encouraging them to actively support the creation of 
opportunities for climate-friendly employment and income generation that benefit the most 
vulnerable segments of society.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Resisting Austerity in the Era of COVID-19: Between Nationwide 
Mobilization and Decentralized Organizing in Ecuador

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Diana Vela-Almeida

ABSTRACT: 
Since 2017, the return of a neoliberal government in Ecuador has been characterized by austerity 
measures designed to lower state debt, particularly through cuts to social and environmental 
programs and the privatization of state institutions. These policies have worsened ongoing 
economic and environmental crises suffered by the country’s poor, leading to massive protests in 
October, 2019, which temporarily blocked further austerity measures. Yet, in subsequent months, 
the COVID-19 emergency enabled the government to move forward with neoliberal reforms and 
with policies promoting the expansion of extractive frontiers and the corporate food system. In this 
chapter, we examine decentralized organizing among anti-neoliberal movements during the 
pandemic, particularly anti-extractivist and peasant agro-ecological collectives. We confirm prior 
findings regarding austerity that qualify it as a strategy not only to reduce state expenditure, but 
also to privately appropriate the commons, actively redirecting wealth to capital. Our research 
highlights that, in a context where mass protests are hindered by the pandemic, anti-neoliberal 
resistance in Ecuador operates in flexible articulations or assemblages that respond to shifting 
contexts. In 2019, marginalized sectors converged on urban political centers, concentrating a 
popular mass to pressure the central government and later, during COVID-19, local organizations 
advanced forms of decentralized resistance across the country, constructing or expanding 
solidarity networks, using legal and digital systems, and mobilizing alliances with local 
governments. Thus, subaltern anti-neoliberal movements continued to advance a politics of 
solidarity across changing contexts by flexibly articulating organizationally and tactically.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 10
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Title: Resisting the call to consume: exploring the construction and 
contestation of the ‘citizen-as-consumer’ during COVID-19 in the UK.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Scott Leatham

ABSTRACT: 
Drawing on degrowth, political ecology, and discourse analysis, I argue the UK’s COVID-19 
response confirms insurmountable flaws in policy approaches that fail to address the structural 
imperative for greater consumerism and commoditisation (of, and allegedly for, nature), even in 
progressive calls for a Green New Deal and Building Back Better. In the context of transitioning to 
a sustainable future, the boundary between ‘non-essential’ and ‘essential’ consumption – ‘wants’ 
versus ‘needs’ – have regularly been deployed as an acritical distinction between what society and 
individuals require to live well, and what they ‘merely’ desire in constructed notions of the good life. 
We need shoes, we want Nikes. The COVID-19 responses have collapsed these categories of 
convenience in ways that ought to have repercussions for how we talk about commodities, needs, 
wants, and consumerism in sustainability transformations. Governance regimes mediated through 
and for neoliberal systems cannot distinguish needs from wants; ‘necessary’ consumption from 
‘unnecessary’ consumerism. One specific example is the extent of local government investments in 
airports, such as Manchester, whose financial return funds urgent services now set for further 
austerity. The choosing consumer’s ‘wants’ (flights) are structural needs (financing public services). 
Job creation and the pursuit of GDP growth offer further examples of the structural imperative of 
choice-driven consumerism. The structural need of and for consumerism, with ever-growing 
material throughput, waste, pollutions, and rights abuses, is demonstrated in the calls for 
consuming as duty in later phases of lockdown easing and in the flippancy with which frontline 
workers have been forced back to consumer-focused roles. COVID-19 responses called into action 
our impressions of what ‘basic needs’ are during lockdown; they also revealed the unsustainable 
paradox of calling on less consumption within a system that requires ever greater production. 
Consumption that now must be ‘made up for’ with the help of unprecedented policies like dining-
out vouchers. Consumption qualifies the citizen as an agent of COVID-19 recovery; it forecloses 
the radical potentialities emerging in local organising - something belonging only to the time of 
lockdown and its peculiar productions of space. This grassroots organising points to different 
constellations of social actors interacting through non-marketised, non-hierarchical ways, whether 
to supply food or to reclaim and appropriate urban spaces. Such practices indicate what is needed 
for moving sustainability transformations beyond ‘greening’ what exists, and towards imagining 
what can and should be by developing COVID practices into post-COVID praxis. COVID-19 has 
helped demonstrate why relying on latent understandings of ‘essentials’ and ‘luxuries’ as 
categories of consumption is flawed within a system where all and more consumerism is always 
needed, and that appropriates space and produces citizen-consumers to occupy it.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Rethinking Development Imaginaries- Understanding Geo-
consciousness and Extraction in Indigenous Communities

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Binita Kakati

ABSTRACT: 
The Northeastern region of India are considered to be home to some of the most militarised and 
politically volatile societies in Asia. These borderlands of India continue provide a complex field for 
the construction and contestation of indigenous identities, land sovereignty, conflict and the 
extraction of resources. The complexity of ethnic borders and the subsequent contested identities 
have meant that the region has also been site to armed rebellion with demands for secession since 
India’s independence. The paper will allude to the notion of development as it functions as a social 
process, analysing it not as a monolithic category but rather a process creating imaginaries and 
relations by manoeuvring its surroundings, to ways we reshape or are situated within categories of 
our own ideas/imaginaries about development that are intricately linked with issues of capitalistic 
enterprise, military force and coercion. The paper will be using the trope of development ideology 
as the underlying thematic marker that functions as the instrument through which the state 
continues to exercise and retain institutional dynamics contingent on resource extraction, in turn 
changing dynamics of geophysical spaces, protected areas, customary land rights and indigenous 
communities’ claim to land. With the intersections of power between local stakeholders and the 
central government create a structural framework for extraction. Development does not function as 
a singular concept but as a malleable category that shapes and becomes shaped by state forces- 
in turn modelling political geographies and indigenous rights to land in context to long standing 
conflict. Extraction, infrastructure, violence, and development become some of the categories to 
understand the dynamic ways in which entities from nature are shaped. Changing the ways that 
indigenous communities have been relating to it earlier in their heart, their mind, in their hands as 
work and sustenance and on their plate as food. The paper attempts to further the idea that not 
only is nature an experiential, living entity in itself but also forms phenomenological ways of 
creating a consciousness that is shaped by it and our interaction with it, of which memory and 
feelings were two categories which could be explored. Scholars have emphasised on the effects of 
geographical patterns on the experience of life but how do they also affect consciousness when 
these geographies have been mutated, changed, depleted over time ? How are experiences of 
space, conflict, extraction and development all embraced within the category of “being” as they 
continue to live on in memories. How do the historical trajectory that memories provide, feature in 
experiential understandings of development, violence, forests and living ? I will be elaborating on 
the above through the concept of “monn” in Assamese. The phrase commonly used is “monot 
thoba”- which means to keep it in your mon or consciousness. Mon is not the mind or heart, rather 
it is a combination of both, it denotes a receptacle that exists within every person wherein people 
can keep or hold memories and experiences as well as express desire. The word also functions as 
a category for indigenous ways of transferring knowledge and experiencing nature. As language is 
deeply entwined with emotion, it has a place in the creation of ontologies through which emotive 
ways of thinking, feeling and remembering of land, soil and notions of home are constructed. To 
understand this, exploration of the “monn” through memory and experience becomes an important 
category. These subconscious categories form the discourse of resistance as they are opposed or 
integrated into concepts of development, militarizsd structures and extractive politics.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Rethinking organisational efficiency for deep sustainability in the 
water sector

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Emanuele Lobina

ABSTRACT: 
The paper aims to reshape the foundations of the idea of organisational efficiency in the water 
sector. This with a view to enhancing deep sustainability, or sustainability that has a regenerative 
effect at the social, ecological and economic level. Urban water supply and sanitation are essential 
public services that foster public health and well-being, are crucial for a safe environment and 
contribute to social cohesion, economic welfare and poverty eradication. Yet, the empirical 
experience with water service reform suggests that the pursuit of mainstream notions of 
organisational efficiency may undermine two interrelated goals: realising the human right to water 
and enhancing sustainable water development. The paper therefore aims to formulate an 
alternative idea of organisational efficiency that better supports the alignment of institutional reform 
and sustainable outcomes in the water sector; an idea that does so by reconciling the pursuit of 
equity, ecological objectives and the economic viability of water service provision. The problem As 
an institution that projects an ideal of organisational behaviour and informs the evaluation of 
organisational performance, the concept of efficiency is central to the theory and practice of water 
service reform. Ultimately, this concept consists in the conversion of economic value for the 
production and distribution of outputs and outcomes. Such a broad conceptualisation allows for 
competing ideas of organisational efficiency to become predominant under different material 
cultures of water service reform. Extant economic theory conceives organisational efficiency as a 
mono-dimensional function that fails to capture the multiple purposes of water service reform. On 
the one hand, the theory of government failure favours the idea of productive efficiency, premised 
on the extraction of economic value from a technical activity. On the other hand, the theory of 
market failure countenances the notion of distributive efficiency, premised on the redistribution of 
economic value among stakeholders. These two conceptualisations of organisational efficiency 
permeate material cultures of water service provision that may produce different unsustainable 
outcomes. A case in point is represented by the history of water service reform in England. Here, 
the material culture of privatised water has been empirically associated with regressive 
redistribution due to rent extraction. Dividend payments and financialisation practices have in fact 
led to concerning levels of water poverty. Conversely, the material culture of bureaucratic water 
management that prevailed in the decades preceding the 1989 privatisation has seen short-term 
redistribution undermine long-term intergenerational equity. This is the case of post-World War II 
British governmental policies that, aimed at supporting public health and economic growth, resulted 
in underinvestment in sewerage infrastructure and growing levels of water pollution (Lobina, 
2019a). The upshot is twofold. Achieving deep sustainability by pursuing productive and distributive 
efficiency in isolation from each other is improbable. And we are bereft of a notion of organisational 
efficiency that articulates the many and complex functions necessary to make meaningful progress 
towards deep sustainability in the water sector. The method I draw on the findings of qualitative 
case studies on water service reform to inform a multi-method approach to the construction of 
realist theory (Lawson, 1997, 2009). This approach consists of three steps: i) contrast explanation 
is used as an inductive approach to resolving the asymmetry between theoretical expectations and 
empirical observations; ii) empirical explanations of asymmetric information inform immanent 
critique. This consists in exposing internal inconsistencies in beliefs underpinning practice or 
demonstrating how actual practices conflict with the beliefs of practitioners; and, iii) the 
inconsistencies revealed by immanent critique substantiate the use of retroduction. In this form of 
inference, the observation of events leads to the postulation and identification of causal 
mechanisms that account for the observed phenomenon. Evidence After 25 years under private 
management, the water supply of Paris, France was remunicipalised in 2010. This reform has 
radically changed the material culture of water management and, with it, the interpretation of 
organisational effiiency. Whereas the idea of productive efficiency prevailed under private 
management, the new public water operator has seen productive efficiency as instrumental to 
implementing the redistributive policy of the city council - a policy aimed at realising the human 
right to water and enhancing sustainable water development. Because French law requires public 
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water providers to achieve full cost recovery without extracting net gains, all profits have been 
reinvested to achieve social and ecological objectives without detriment to the financial viability of 
the service. Tariffs have been reduced (after continuous price increases under private 
management), there have been new and significant interventions to help vulnerable consumers 
access the service, payments for ecosystem services (to protect groundwater quality) have grown 
significantly. All this without prejudice for infrastructure investments, that are continuously 
increasing (Lobina and Weghmann, forthcoming). Preliminary findings Taking inspiration from the 
case of water remunicipalisation in Paris, the paper develops a new concept of “intrinsic 
organisational efficiency” first sketched in the course of my ISRF Political Economy Research 
Fellowship 2017-18 (Lobina, 2019b). Intrinsic organisational efficiency is a notion of organisational 
meta-efficiency that is concerned with the alignment of the production of value from public service 
provision and the distribution of value between productive and distributive objectives. This 
alignment is intrinsic to the enhancement of deep sustainability as a normative aim of water service 
provision. In fact, it nurtures a new municipalist material culture that encourages water service 
providers to reinvest the value generated from service provision for interventions that enhance 
social, ecological and economic development. By integrating productive and distributive efficiency, 
intrinsic organisational efficiency supports the sustainable reproduction of water service provision 
better than either productive or distributive efficiency in isolation from one another. This is because 
intrinsic organisational efficiency is predicated on two assumptions: that financial sustainability is a 
necessary but not sufficient condition for social, ecological and economic sustainability; and, that 
the normative aim of water service provision is the achievement of social, ecological and economic 
sustainability. Otherwise put, the trade-offs and tensions between interventions aimed at different 
sustainability objectives - financial sustainability (as an internal component of economic 
sustainability), the other internal and external components of economic sustainability, social 
sustainability and ecological sustainability - are resolved thus. First, financial sustainability is seen 
as instrumental to the reproduction of water service provision, not the extraction of rent. Second, 
the economic value unutilised for the financial reproduction of water service provision can be 
deployed for social, ecological and economic regeneration. Hence, intrinsic organisational 
efficiency defies the primacy of rent and sees this as an obstacle to the achievement of deep 
sustainability. Also, operationalising the idea of intrinsic organisational efficiency requires the use of 
moral judgment to discriminate between competing demands for economic value. Implications 
These findings have implications beyond the water sector, from broader public service provision to 
the degrowth and social ecological economics movements. First, thanks to intrinsic organisational 
efficiency, the new municipalist material culture of water service provision is better equipped to 
promote all the three dimensions of deep sustainability - social, ecological and economic - than the 
material cultures of privatised and bureaucratic water management. Second, because the tensions 
between intrinsic motives (e.g. deep sustainability) and extrinsic motives (e.g. rent extraction) are 
not unique to water service provision, intrinsic organisational efficiency is apt to inform the material 
culture of public service provision across sectors. Third, because rent extraction (as an aspect of 
financialisation) is incompatible with enhancing intrinsic organisational efficiency, the latter is 
compatible with financial degrowth. Fourth and final, because intrinsic organisational efficiency is 
predicated on the achievement of deep sustainability, it is a notion suitable to substantiating social 
ecological economics. This movement does in fact seek to reclaim ecological economics as a 
discipline preoccupied with socio-ecological emancipation (Spash, 2012, 2013, 2020). The 
compatibility of intrinsic organisational efficiency and social ecological economics lies in the 
communality of their critical realist roots. Both are part of a broader programme that sees 
economics as political economy and this in turn as a social and ethical theory of the institutional, 
deliberative and moral activity by which the surplus is decided (Morgan, 2016).
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Title: Reverse migration during Covid 19 and agricultural employment 
and productivity in India

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Vijaya Gupta

ABSTRACT: 
The recent pandemic of COVID-19 has surpassed all previous estimates and exacerbated the 
vulnerabilities of the 272 million international migrants worldwide. Around 41.3 million internally 
displaced migrants are in developing countries (World Migration Report, 2020). World Economic 
Forum estimated 139 million migrants in the country migrated reversely. The ILO predicted that 
due to the pandemic and the lockdown, about 400 million workers would be poverty-stricken. In 
India, as in most countries, there are generally no restrictions on internal movement. The number 
of internal migrants was 450 million as per the 2011 census. This is an increase of 45% over the 
309 million recorded in 2001. This far exceeds the population growth rate of 18% across 2001-
2011. Internal migrants as a percentage of the population increased from 30% in 2001 to 37% in 
2011. Most migrants in the country originate from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, followed by Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh states. The cities of Mumbai and Delhi attract the highest number of 
migrants for work. During this pandemic and lockdown started in late March, millions of industrial 
workers lost jobs, which led to the painful reverse migration to rebuild their lives. Human resources 
are the most significant resources in production activities. These resources migrate due to many 
reasons. Migration is due to the pull of economic opportunities including wage differentials at the 
destination (Todaro 1969, Harris and Todaro 1970) and the push for adaptation to climate change 
and poverty alleviation, a possible insurance mechanism against environmental shocks (Jha, 
Gupta, Chattopadhyay and Binilkumar, 2018, McLeman and Smit, 2006; Drabo and Mbaye, 2015) 
and lack of opportunities. Human migration has been considered as the greatest threat of climate 
change by researchers and the IPCC (Berlemann and Steinhardt, 2017). Coastal erosion, 
disruptions and flooding, agricultural productivity loss, water insecurity are the other major reasons 
for migration. Myers estimates of 200 million migrants by 2050 due to climate change is well-
accepted estimates (Stern, 2006). Besides, migration is also considered a way to diversify income 
sources (Rosenzweig and Stark, 1989). The intrastate and inter-state movement of people results 
in more efficient resource allocation and contributes to higher productivity. The gains are arising 
from the re-allocation of labour. When an average worker moves from a less productive to a more 
productive region it is assumed that the worker’s productivity rises, and the difference can be 
attributed to migration. The second factor is output gains due to higher employment. Persons not 
employed in their region of origin might find employment in their destination region due to better 
employment opportunities; the output of such a person can be attributed to migration. This study 
revolves around migration, reverse migration and production during the Covid-19 period. The study 
intends to estimate and analyse the opportunities and challenges of reverse migration on 
agricultural productivity in India. The study also intends to analyse the impact of labour market 
regulations on migration in India. It is intended to use time series macro-level secondary data on 
migration and sectoral output levels available at CSO, NSSO and /or other government agencies, 
and use appropriate statistical methods to analyse the data. Based on our results we may be able 
to assess whether labour migration is beneficial or not to improve the overall productivity. Can it be 
used and prescribed as an informal poverty alleviation programme exercised by the migrants and 
their families. The results of this study may guide us to prepare a policy framework for the 
Government.
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224



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Title: Revising the green growth tag from Nature-Based Solutions

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Filka Sekulova, Bernadette Kiss

ABSTRACT: 
NBS are pledged to represent a triple-win solution, simultaneously providing gains in terms of 
ecosystem services protection, social cohesion/well-being and economic sustainability or growth 
(EC2015). Yet, qualitative case study research over more than 54 cases from 18 cities renders 
thefeasibility of such triple gains a pure conjecture, rather by an empirically substantiated claim. 
Wewould argue here that the pursuit of triple gains, especially in terms of bundling economic gains 
with enhanced ecological features and social cohesion hinders, rather than enables the capacity of 
Nature-Based Solutions to affront urban sustainability challenges. Urban community gardens, 
forinstance, are considered exemplary for how they combine social and environmental benefits 
(seeFood for Good in Utrecht or Queerbeet and Bunte Gärten gardens in Leipzig). Their capacity 
to generate income and sustain themselves financially however is at odds with the time and care 
workrequired for community-building (Kotsila et al. forthcoming). Demanding local (economic) 
growth from urban gardens thus tends to undermine their beneficial socio-environmental impacts. 
In thecase of eco-districts, most projects virtually use a “blank page” approach where new 
developmentsare designed for “empty” spaces. Replacing mature woodland or wild fields with 
luxury housing, even with a green label, poses economic or real estate gains at stark conflict with 
ecosystem services (as in the case of Utrecht’s Leidsche Rijn, Brunton Park in Newcastle or Two 
Rivers Urban Park in Cape Town). Moreover, many of the ‘green buildings’ funded through private 
capital and eventually “enabling growth” are either exclusively used by their residents and 
company clients or have substantially exceeded their construction or maintenance costs. In the 
domain of public parks,adding commercial activities in there as a way to raise funds for 
maintenance or stir the localeconomy (the cases of Newcastle and Barcelona parks) affects not 
only the quality of the naturalenvironment but deteriorating the convivality experiences and 
potential individual well-beingimprovements associated with visiting these areas. Likewise, green 
corridors that enhance the spacefor, and extension of, local restaurants and retail businesses have 
less social, convivial and eventually natural features, than ones where the place for commercial 
activities is rather limited (as seen in thecase of upper and lower sections of Passeig St Joan green 
corridor in Barcelona). Ultimately, for NBS to truly unfold their potential at the urban arena property 
prices might need ahard, even downward, ceiling; their deployment needs to be untangled from the 
jargon of economic returns and urban nature treated as a universal public good, rather than as an 
ingredient to the production function.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Risky recommendations

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Joachim H Spangenberg

ABSTRACT: 
The IPCC SR15 report is the most important document for guiding policies towards the Paris target 
of remaining below 1.5° global warning. However, its recommendations are derived from integrated 
models with the economic sub-models mostly computable global equilibrium models GGE. By their 
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very character, these models are unable to deal with the deep structural change we need. 
Furthermore, the economists using them tried their best to hide inconvenient insights from the 
public eye, a deeply unscientific attitude. This applies in particular to the growth issue. The report 
emphasises the importance of the assumed growth rates for any climate forecasts, but does not 
mention which assumptions have been made. Digging a bit deeper in the supplementary material 
and the IPCC scenario data base, one finds that the significant growth mentioned in the report is 
measured as annual GDP increase in purchasing power parities (PPP) – figures hardly 
comparable to any other existing scenario. Digging even deeper, an explanation is found in the 
footnotes of publications from the IPCC economic scenario team. The first one admits that in 
conventional terms the growth rate would be less than half as much as the figures given in the text. 
The next one explains that while the models still assume global GDP growth, in the vast majority of 
relevant scenarios, limiting climate change to 1.5° without overshoot comes with degrowth of the 
GDP in China, Japan, Eastern Europe and in many scenarios also in Western Europe. To avoid 
this, the authors opt for overshoot scenarios. Accepting overshoot, however, requires two 
assumptions which have long been falsified: (1) that complex environmental and socio-economic 
systems would return to the status quo ante once the radiation profile is reduced again, and (2) 
that it will be technologically feasible and environmentally benign to extract carbon dioxide from the 
air. These “negative emissions” are the backbone of the policy recommendations issued by the 
IPCC SR 15 report. Systems theory clearly shows that in path dependent systems (and that is 
typical for all complex evolving systems) a return to the status quo ante is the least probable 
outcome – a miracle that only happens in economic model worlds. Regarding negative emissions, 
carbon capture and storage is the most prominent one, in its current incarnation combined with the 
production of biomass which is subsequently burnt and the CO2 captured from the emissions 
stored underground. The massive increase in primary energy consumption in this model is not 
really discussed, however, nor are the impacts of large scale energy plantations on biodiversity (let 
alone the competition for area with the bioeconomy). Carbon fixation by afforestation and 
reforestation can be good for biodiversity and ecosystem performance in small scale projects, but 
as a means of geoengineering they pose a massive risk to biodiversity, as IPBES (and the IPCC in 
its previous report) found. Other versions are CO2 extraction directly from the air, which would be 
extremely expensive in energy and in money terms. Similarly irresponsible are geoengineering 
strategies to enhance carbon fixation in the oceans by enhanced weathering or ocean fertilisation 
(the latter failed in experiments as the complexity of marine food chains had not been taken into 
account). A final example is the support for short tern application of the Terra Preta technique of 
carbonising would in pyrolytic processes, and burying the resulting charcoal in the ground. The 
IPCC SR 15 report expects contributions to soil improvement and harvest, and ignores completely 
that any such pyrolytic process inevitably produces polycyclical aromatic hydrocarbons many of 
which are cancerogenic, mutagenic or teratogenic. Not soil improvement, but soil contamination 
would be the result of large scale application. While the report falls short of evaluating the 
environmental impacts of its recommendations, it also fails to take other, more sustainable steps 
into account. In many cases both the risks and the alternatives are mentioned in the text of ST 15, 
but followed by the remark that they could not be taken into account as the economic models could 
not accommodate them. This includes nature management strategies like rewetting of moorland, 
and systemic changes like replacing the current means of transport by more sustainable, mostly 
non-motorised one, or limiting the number of cattle and other animals to the level which can be fed 
by local grazing. This would be a bonus for animal welfare, end feed trade (in particular soy, which 
would free large areas for human nutrition), contribute to healthier diets and improve the quality of 
soil which are now being eroded as a highly unsustainable pace. More generally, the report is 
based on techno-fixes and fails to take any changes in consumer behaviour into account (and thus 
also fails to discuss the political measures necessary to stimulate and support such consumption 
change). However, recent research has shown that (1) the reduction potential on the demand side 
is in the same order of magnitude than on the supply side, and (2) that without mobilising these 
options, the Paris target will not be in reach. The justification for this neglect is again the lacking 
capacity of economic models to deal with such changes. What we urgently need is replacing the 
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standard economists and their models in the IPCC process with heterodox economists, and run 
evolutionary, system dynamics and agent based modes in parallel to find out if there is 
convergence, and if they are capable of accommodating the factors the public and the political 
debate have long recognised as essential factors. This would have the beneficial side effect that – 
as such models are limited to a projection horizon of about 30 years – the hope for salvation by 
future unicorn technologies would no longer be part of the scenarios, and the focus would be on 
getting what we can in the time we have.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Rural Livelihoods

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Anne Chapman

ABSTRACT: 
Seventy years ago the priority for rural land in the UK was food production. Since then there has 
been a massive increase in yields of many arable crops, but steep declines in mixed farming 
systems and in wildlife populations. There are now many, sometimes competing things that we 
want rural land to do and to provide us with: renewable energy, recreation, flood protection, 
habitats for wildlife, carbon sequestration as well as food, timber, biofuels and fibres. Some see 
large scale ‘rewilding’, in which natural processes are allowed to take their course, perhaps with 
the introduction, or re-introduction of key species, as the best way to restore wildlife populations, 
lock up carbon and reduce flood risk. Given the climate and ecological crisis it could be argued that 
on less productive land these objectives should be prioritised, not food production. But what does 
such an approach mean for the identity, culture and traditions of rural farming communities who 
have conceived what they are doing as primarily producing food. To what extent should society 
prioritise the production of food or flood protection, carbon sequestration and the regeneration of 
ecosystems and biodiversity? Can all these different objectives be compatible?

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Sanitation as a path for local development: a study case in Tomás 
Balduíno urban occupation

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Fabiana Passos

ABSTRACT: 
Access to sanitation is still an urgent demand in Latin America. The lack in infrastructure relies on 
the technological model of development, which generally comprises a centralised waste and 
wastewatert treatment, with high energy and economic costs and transportation of residues for 
long distances. In Brazil, the megacities suffer this problem, with extreme poor realities in the 
peripheric regions. Ribeirão das Neves, in the metropolitan region of Belo Horizonte, has the worst 
sanitation scenario considering the State of Minas Gerais. In this locality, more than 40% of the 
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population do not have any formal wastewater collection. Nonetheless, some regions of the city 
pursue ways to solve this conflict through social technologies and by creating productive groups 
responsible for operating and maintaining low-tech wastewater treatment systems. An example is 
the urban occupation Tomás Balduíno, where 30 families designed and constructed two collective 
systems of grey wastewater treatment, besides the project on selective collection of recycled 
material and small local drainage systems. All technologies are popular initiatives that are 
improved with the support of social movement and universities. The first wastewater treatment 
system implemented comprises a unit with a septic tank and an anaerobic filter, while the second 
consists in a septic tank followed by a horizontal subsuperficial constructed wetland. The second 
system was designed close to the local agricultural cultures and intends to enable fertirrigation of 
the crops. The technologies implemented not only assisted wastewater treatment and disposal, but 
mostly contributed to an autonomous development, in consonant with the nearby environment.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Scaling up Community-Led Initiatives for Ecocity transformation.

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Duncan Crowley

ABSTRACT: 
Moving beyond sustainability to regenerative cultures, prompts sustainable development shifts to 
degrowth. This ecocity transformation strategy enables Global Ecovillage Network’s hope that 
“every city is a green city”, using transition creative descent strategies and action research with 
Lisbon Initiatives and ECOLISE’s UrbanA project for sustainable and just cities. Municipalism, as 
both structure and process, enables fractal-like networks of governance, consisting of communities 
within communities; confederations of clusters of ecological neighbourhoods, communicating with 
each other non-hierarchically, organizing both horizontally and vertically through local assemblies, 
with decisions moving upward from the local to the global: communities, streets, neighbourhoods, 
regions, cities to Bioregions. Barcelona’s feminist democratic revolution, Rojava’s Tekmîl process, 
São Paulo’s Ecobairro and more examples offer us glimpses of pathways to a thriving future of a 
regenerative culture.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1

Title: Searching patterns for degrowth in organizational designs and 
logics

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tobias Froese

ABSTRACT: 
In light of pressing social and ecological challenges, degrowth is a transformative quest for an 
economy that is more consistent in meeting values such as environmental justice and inclusivity. 
Degrowth challenges organizations to envision and realize new kinds of sustainable business 
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models (SBMs). Organizations pioneering degrowth and related case studies are growing in 
numbers. Yet, these studies are predominantly explorative, presented in various formats, and set 
diverse foci. The research objective is to synthesize and consolidate these dispersed insights in 
the form of a collection of SBM patterns for degrowth. Such patterns allow to capture and organize 
knowledge on proven problem-solution combinations in organizational designs and logics. To this 
end, case studies have been identified in a literature review and were examined applying the 
notion of SBM patterns. It is planned to consult experts in a Delphi study to assess and refine the 
results. By now, the research brought about a preliminary collection of 48 SBM patterns for 
degrowth. These patterns, which are currently being organized into different groups, paint 
instructive images of how degrowth is realized in organizations and actor networks. In addition, the 
findings reveal types of relationships among the identified patterns. This bears the potential to 
develop a pattern language. Furthermore, the identified SBM patterns point towards generic logics 
of degrowth-oriented problem solving. However, the research also indicates gaps, ambiguities, and 
contradictions among the patterns. Hence, avenues emerge for developing the existing body of 
knowledge.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Sectoral analysis of the impacts of greenhouse gas mitigation on 
work for the Austrian economy, and implications for the debates on just 
transition and degrowth

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Maja Hoffmann

ABSTRACT: 
In order to ensure climate change mitigation in line with a rapidly declining remaining carbon 
budget, industrial societies must phase out fossil fuels, reach zero greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, and achieve a social-ecological transformation towards a post-fossil economy based on 
renewable energy (RE) – within little more than one decade. Industrial societies are structurally 
work-centred and workdependent, however, the implications of this enormous challenge for work 
are poorly studied, both conceptually and empirically. We analyse the impacts of GHG mitigation 
on work/employment using the Austrian national economy as a case study. We address two main 
questions: (1) Which branches of economic activity (and respective fields of work) are susceptible 
to impact from GHG mitigation and phasing out fossil fuels in the short term?; and (2) Which 
branches (and respective fields of work) can/cannot be reorganised on the basis of existing RE 
technologies? We conduct a secondary data analysis, investigating all NACE-classified branches 
of economic activity; the number of persons employed per branch; carbon dioxide emissions per 
branch; fossil fuel use per branch; and the potential for RE deployment per branch. This 
quantitative part is complemented by expert interviews and a review of the literature in 
interdisciplinary sustainability research. We find that the overall implications for work/economic 
activity are far more substantive and involve considerably more jobs in more industries than the 
literature usually suggests. The potential for deployment of RE technologies is limited across a 
considerable number of economic activities which are dependent on the specific properties of fossil 
fuels, and clearly cannot be upheld at the present scale of energy consumption. A substantial 
reduction of work/economic activity is required, and the existence of whole industries is called into 
question. The implications are that work/economic activity must be re-organised taking into 
account an altered energy and resource foundation with decentralised, locally specific, intermittent 
and less concentrated energy sources. The literature on transformation has so far inadequately 
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addressed these implications. The kinds of work/economic activity that are to be privileged will 
require explicit planning, however the literature does not address on what grounds and through 
what mechanisms decisions will be taken. The current literature typically focuses on ‘decent work’ 
and pays too little attention to indecent, harmful, socially unnecessary work, or the more general 
societal value and purpose of work. Related to this is the debate which questions ‘industrial 
mentalities’ and the modern work culture that regards work, job creation, and productivism as ends 
in themselves regardless their content, purpose, or adverse impacts. More attention needs to be 
paid to this marginal literature of critiques of work and industrialism that describe pre-industrial 
mentalities which could be enormously helpful to achieve a mentality of ‘ecological leisure’ 
accompanying the necessary reduction of economic activity.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Sectoral and geographical diffusion patterns of technology for a 
low-carbon world economy: an input-output approach

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sara Miranda Buetas

ABSTRACT: 
Diffusion of innovation and technology is a key element in the economic growth of countries. 
Innovative behaviour of each country determines its stage in each adopter category and is 
essential in the development process, specially, in the reduction of the gap between developed and 
developing economies. Both innovation and its own diffusion depend on intersectoral relations of 
the economy. Different diffusion models have been developed to describe the innovation patterns 
between different adopter categories in the literature. Technology innovation also plays a crucial 
role to achieve the climate goals agreed in different international commitments such as United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC), and the Agenda 2030 of the United 
Nations. Innovation and environmental improvements have shown to be complementary, and 
international diffusion of technology performs an important role in the reduction of emissions 
worldwide. In this way, a faster diffusion of green technology is claimed in order to achieve 
environmental politic goals, and, in this way, address climate change. Using series of input-output 
tables from 1970 to 2015, we explore diffusion patterns of innovation, technology and carbon 
intensity in key sectors for a group of advanced and developing countries (China, Germany, Spain, 
United States and United Kingdom). This paper makes use of a set of value chain indicators, such 
as the average propagation length, and upstream and downstream measures to analyse changes 
in their evolution and position throughout the period. The main aim is to model diffusion trajectories 
of innovation and technology and to study the dynamic gap to achieve low carbon sustainable 
pathways. The paper obtains policy insights that allow countries reduce its emissions. The role of 
trade is also discussed in this context to reach emissions reductions established by international 
agreements. Keywords: input-output analysis, technology diffusion, carbon emissions, footprints
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Title: Self-Determination Theory as a Blueprint for the Transformation of 
Work

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Markus Krecik

ABSTRACT: 
Neoclassical economics views a job solely as an instrumental goal to satisfy one's preferences for 
consumption through the earned income. This narrative lays in stark contrast to the political 
message of a job as a source of stability and meaning in people's life. Through the 
oversimplifications of neoclassical theory, the sources of well-being are exclusively depicted in 
terms of consumption goods and thus neglect all other sources of well-being; most prominently the 
effects of the work environment. To overcome these shortcomings, we borrow a psychological 
theory of need satisfaction in order to describe the intrinsic rewards of work: Self-Determination 
Theory (SDT) explains how satisfaction of the basic psychological needs of autonomy, competence 
and relatedness lead to higher eudaimonic well-being, and therefore to an enhanced sense of 
meaning and increased autonomous motivation. We argue that SDT offers a foundation for the 
reconceptualization of work around the concepts of well-being and motivation. Establishing this 
normative foundation would open up discussions for how, why and what is being produced. 
Furthermore, we identified organizational and managerial practices which satisfy employees' 
needs for autonomy, competence and relatedness, and therefore creating a sense of meaning and 
eudaimonic well-being. These practices provide helpful guidelines on how a transformation of work 
can be undertaken on a business level.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Self-reflexivity and Conversation scales in sustainability

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Luciano Gallon

ABSTRACT: 
The construction of alternative livelihoods entails transformations of economy, culture, and society. 
What are the scales in self-reflexivity and conversation, in their sociocybernetic meaning, in the 
transition to better sustainability? How can the understanding and implications of those scales 
provide radical new ways of setting up governance practices and scenarios for a viable and 
democratical transition path towards a new equilibrium in society? This presentation presents a 
conceptual and theoretical introduction of self-reflexivity and conversation in sociocybernetics, then 
illustrates both concepts with their possible scales regarding observation (the observed and the 
observer) and the livelihood context of human daily life. It finally discusses how new understanding 
emerges from these ideas, and how such new ways of thinking could steer new forms of politics, 
governance, and policies on society.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2
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Title: Service-based sanitation infrastructure system in central 
Shanghai

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Youcao Ren and Deljana Iossifova

ABSTRACT: 
By 2019, over 150,000 households in central Shanghai remained supported by a service-based 
sanitation infrastructure system (SSIS). The majority of these households, mostly local elderly and 
immigrants living in old neighbourhoods, rely on night pots and excrement stations which connect 
to septic tanks for daily sanitation needs. While considerable effort has been made to complete 
Shanghai’s sanitation infrastructure system transition towards piped sewers, SSIS remains a 
common alternative that suits old neighbourhoods’ dated infrastructures and high population 
density. This paper first acknowledges the establishment of a relatively effective sanitation service 
chain in Shanghai - emptying, transport, treatment, and waste disposal. Yet it is also suggested 
that daily sanitation practice related to SSIS, or which should be the first half of the sanitation 
service chain, is under-addressed. Ethnographic evidence of two old neighbourhoods then shows 
how this neglected link of sanitation service chain entangles with multiple human-ecosystem 
factors. Interconnection between Shanghai’s current SSIS and the emergence of other informal 
sanitation infrastructure systems that lead to potential environmental pollution is also 
demonstrated. An improved understanding of sanitation norms is therefore argued essential for 
achieving sustainability sanitation outcomes in dense, less-developed urban areas.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: Shaping behavioral responses of forest related communities to 
changing earth system governance

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tatiana Kluvankova

ABSTRACT: 
Global scale actors who are not embedded in local institutional arenas often ignore the 
sustainability and carrying capacity of forest resources, and thus may challenge local institutions’ 
ability to effectively govern forest resources. Vulnerability of forest ecosystems which provide 
multiple ecosystem services (ES) thus rapidly increases due to the multilevel factor. Forest 
ecosystem services seen as common goods face the traditional social dilemma of individual vs 
collective interests. Potential beneficiaries cannot be easily excluded from utilizing ecosystem 
services, and the subtractability of use is very high. Similarly to other common goods, ES face a 
situation where property rights fail to adequately address the social dilemma. However local users 
in common pool resource (CPR) regimes all around the world have been capable of crafting their 
own rules that allow for the sustainable and equitable management of ES. The aim of this article is 
to understand in which ways the CPR regime in forest related communities can be seen as 
effective for ecosystem service governance (ESG) and contribute to the sustainable management 
of socio-ecological systems. In particular we argue that CPR resource regime is a vital strategy for 
hybrid governance. Within the H2020 project InnoForESt (Smart information, governance and 
business innovations for sustainable supply and payment mechanisms for forest ecosystem 
services) we i) undertake institutional analyses to determine institutional maturity and robustness of 
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governance regimes and ii) apply behavioral experiments to test potential of hybrid governance 
schemes to enhance behavioral change to sustainability in a long term in six forest related case 
studies across the Europe. A combination of incentive payment and a robust long-lasting institution 
is seen to provide reasoning for behavioral change from sectoral to ESG under the global 
conditions and with the cost lower than hierarchy or market. This poses challenging options for the 
manner in which commons and community resource management become central to ES policies 
and governance to transfer and manage long-term sustainability.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Shaping policies for a "new normal"

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Daria Habicher

ABSTRACT: 
The Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated existing social and economic inequalities, revealing the 
gap between privileged and disadvantaged individuals and realms of society. While political 
institutions are mainly preoccupied with getting to grips with the virus, the actual situation can be 
regarded as an opportunity to pause, reflect on a possible “new normal” and how to “build back 
better”. The regional government of the Autonomous Province of South Tyrol (Italy) decided to deal 
with the question by commissioning a scientific project. This project aimed at exploring plausible 
sustainable development pathways for South Tyrol in the year 2030 and beyond. Thanks to an 
interdisciplinary approach and a participatory process, researchers from Eurac Research (Bolzano, 
Italy) and the Steinbeis School of International Business and Entrepreneurship (Berlin, Germany), 
supported by a scientific board of local and international experts, developed four different, 
plausible, encouraging future scenarios for South Tyrol. While some of the scenarios stick to 
selective, gradual solutions, others strive for a profound, systemic transformation and bring into 
discussion possible postgrowth and degrowth paths. Thereby, the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the European Commission’s European Green Deal were used as 
basic guidelines but also critically reflected. The project is thus an example of how to stimulate 
future literacy and integrate degrowth concepts in public discussion as well as among policy- and 
decision makers, showing how society as a whole may benefit from experimental research 
approaches.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: Sharing as an alternative livelihood

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Roger Higman

ABSTRACT: 
The average electric drill is used for 13 minutes during its life. At other times, it sits idle and 
unused. The same could be said, to varying extents, for everything from cars to chocolate 
fountains; from musical instruments to champagne flutes; from lawn mowers to luggage. Yet, 
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conventional models of production and consumption assume that households buy these goods. 
This is expensive, consumes resources, wastes energy and takes up space. As a result, many 
households are clogged full of stuff, while others cannot access the things they want or need 
because of cost or because they have nowhere to store them. An alternative is for people to 
borrow what they need when they need it at an affordable cost. The Share Shed is a library of 
things based in Totnes, Devon, UK. Set up in 2017, almost entirely from donated stock, it now has 
over 600 members who can borrow from over 350 items for a nominal fee. This year, the Share 
Shed is going mobile as the world’s first travelling library of things. This workshop will recount the 
history of the Share Shed, report its successes and challenges and throw light on the future 
development of a sharing economy, in the context of ecological and political crisis, wider sharing 
movements and changing attitudes to ‘stuff’. It will be led by Roger Higman, the Director of the 
Network of Wellbeing and Mirella Ferraz who oversees the Share Shed and blogs regularly for 
Shareable.net.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Shrinking regions, but not shrinking the ‘good life’

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sachiko Ishihara

ABSTRACT: 
What is a good life and how would it look in a shrinking region context? The questions of what kind 
of life we want and where we want to live have been guided by various social norms about what life 
is about, as well as ideas and discourses on ‘development’ and ‘economic growth’ that operate on 
both personal and macro-society levels. Counter to dominant trends of urbanization, where cities 
has been seen to provide a ‘good life’ and wellbeing, significant numbers of people are also 
moving out of cities and into rural areas to pursue different lifestyles. Based on an initial empirical 
analysis of my fieldwork undertaken on two remote islands in Japan facing significant 
depopulation, the main aim of this presentation is to discuss the motivations and experiences of 
people who have moved into these rural areas. Often, they have found more autonomy over their 
work and life, combining different livelihoods, and overall seem to be pursuing a different track of a 
‘good life’ than the one we are told to pursue. This is part of my PhD dissertation project, which 
also explores newcomers’ relationship to the local community and their role in new community 
development activities and directions, specifically focusing on females and from feminist 
methodologies. Through exploring rural migrants’ ideas about what a ‘good life’ entails and how 
they are experiencing it, I am hoping to connect to the personal dimension of wellbeing and ‘good 
life’ with the larger questions of development.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: Silver Linings Build-Back

Session type: Activist
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Submitter: Molly Scott Cato

ABSTRACT: 
Many of the changes made inevitable by the Covid crisis are similar to changes needed for our 
transition towards resilient post-growth economies. These include home working and flexible 
working hours; the substitution of contact with nature for material consumption; dependence on 
local supply chains and self-provisioning; a reduction of long-distance travel. Although these 
changes were forced by an unanticipated global event, surveys have demonstrated that citizens 
found silver linings even in the midst of shock, trauma and suffering. Indeed, Covid may have 
provided the shock that could facilitate the transformation that Herman Daly characterised as 
converting an aeroplane into a helicopter while still in flight! How can we mobilise our knowledge of 
heterodox economics to ensure that building back better provides a challenge to the most 
destructive design features of global capitalism: the accumulation of capital; increasingly lengthy 
supply chains; the over-exploitation of natural resources; and heedless hypermobility?

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Silver Linings Build-Back. How to Use Enforced Change Due to 
Covid to Challenge the Destructive Dynamics of Global Capitalism 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Molly Scott-Cato 

ABSTRACT: 
Many of the changes made inevitable by the Covid crisis are similar to changes needed for our 
transition towards resilient post-growth economies. These include home working and flexible 
working hours; the substitution of contact with nature for material consumption; dependence on 
local supply chains and self-provisioning; a reduction of long-distance travel. Although these 
changes were forced by an unanticipated global event, surveys have demonstrated that citizens 
found silver linings even in the midst of shock, trauma and suffering. Indeed, Covid may have 
provided the shock that could facilitate the transformation that Herman Daly characterised as 
converting an aeroplane into a helicopter while still in flight! How can we mobilise our knowledge of 
heterodox economics to ensure that building back better provides a challenge to the most 
destructive design features of global capitalism: the accumulation of capital; increasingly lengthy 
supply chains; the over-exploitation of natural resources; and heedless hypermobility?

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Social Class and (De)growth Consumption

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Judith Watson

ABSTRACT: 
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Social Class and (De)growth Consumption” The paper is written by Peter Dickens (University of 
Cambridge) and Judith Watson (University of Brighton). Growth, measured by average national 
GDP per capita, does not take into account very different patterns of inequality within nations. Yet 
there is increasing evidence that inequality, within an incessant requirement to maintain relative 
status, drives excessive consumption of consumer goods. Informed by Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of 
“distinction”, and using a time series analysis of market research data, this paper will show which 
fractions of the middle class in the UK have been driving overconsumption. On that basis it will 
assess the prospects for them changing their consumption patterns.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Social costs of the depletion of rare earths

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Eleonore Mounoud and Judith Pigneur

ABSTRACT: 
We study the social costs of depletion for neodymium (Nd) in the NdFeB magnet value chain. 
Neodymium is a metal belonging to the rare earths, a family of 17 elements whose special physical 
and chemical properties make them indispensable in many technological applications. This case is 
particularly interesting since it is the global impact caused by the exploitation of non-renewable 
resources that have led to the development of energy production technologies based on the use of 
renewable energy sources. The study will, therefore, make it possible to point out the paradox 
between the use of neodymium to combat the depletion of fossil resources and climate change, 
and the new impacts and depletion phenomena induced by the exploitation of this resource. 
However, no comparison will be made with fossil fuel production since the objective of this study is 
not to question the relevance of the energy transition, but rather to document the effects of 
depletion in order to guard against the social costs they may generate. Our study draws on both 
scientific literature sources and a series of 27 interviews conducted during 2016 with players in the 
NdFeB magnet value chain (Pigneur 2019). Interviews were conducted mainly on the upstream 
part of the value chain, for which information is least available, with actors (government, industry) 
and external stakeholders (NGOs, academics) in the neodymium chain, from Chinese rare earth 
mines to Chinese and Japanese NdFeB magnet manufacturers. The interviews were conducted in 
China and Japan from June to August 2016. . Eventually, the different ways of dealing with the 
social and environmental costs of the neodymium chain in order to reduce them were discussed.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Social Ecological Economics and Degrowth 1 THREE SESSIONS 
(1-3)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Elke Pirgmaier

ABSTRACT: 
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Social Ecological Economics (SEE) is a developing field of research bridging the gap between the 
biophysical understanding of reality, the social and economic. Ecological economics has 
concentrated on a linking-up of ecology and thermodynamics with economics but has increasingly 
been associated with mainstream approaches and concepts (e.g. natural capital, ecosystem 
services, monetary valuation, emissions trading and optimal resource management). The first goal 
of these sessions is to explain and explore SEE. One aim of SEE has been to link across domains 
of understanding. In this regard a question arises as to the ability to link the heterodoxy in 
economics (e.g., Marxism, feminism, Keynesianism, institutionalism) and connect it to an 
understanding of the ecological crisis. This is the second topic we will address. Then there is the 
meaning of the social and its relationship to the political and power. Prior to the rise of neoclassical 
economics the discipline was political economy and this is indicative of a time before the rise of 
sociology and economics as separate disciplines totally divorced but also the removal of power 
and power relationships from economics. In addition, the ethical aspect of economics was not yet 
divorced from the subject. What then is the relationship of SEE to political economy? The fourth 
objective is interdisciplinary: what crossings are identifiable, if not desirable, between SEE and 
other epistemic communities operating at the interface between natures and societies (social-
ecological systems, common-pool resources, political ecology…). Fourth Fifth is the relationship to 
degrowth. SEE has a role as a theoretical and informed scientific approach to understanding social 
ecological transformation which is at the heart of degrowth. Our aim then is to explore how SEE 
can inform degrowth and of what this relationship might consist. The session will be organised 
along four time slots. Our aim is to have the first two time slots dedicated to paper presentation and 
round table, and the last one would be much more opened to generate as much discussion as 
possible. 1. Social ecological economics : understating the interconnections and meaning of 
ontological, epistemological and methodological for a radical alternative transformation agenda 
(paper session live and/or remote) 2. Social ecological economics and political economy - towards 
cross-fertilization of heterodox economic approaches to the ecological crisis (paper session live 
and/or remote) 3. Social ecological economics and degrowth – correspondence of degrowth with 
SEE and how academics and activism are related including demolition of the fact-value dichotomy, 
academic activism and moving from theoretical to social movement understanding of social 
ecological transformation and how it can be achieved (round table) 4. The future of social 
ecological economics and its connection with degrowth (roundtable and interactive session 
including all participants using small group methods with reintegration into plenary discussions)

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Social Ecological Economics and Degrowth 2 THREE SESSIONS 
(1-3)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Elke Pirgmaier

ABSTRACT: 
Social Ecological Economics (SEE) is a developing field of research bridging the gap between the 
biophysical understanding of reality, the social and economic. Ecological economics has 
concentrated on a linking-up of ecology and thermodynamics with economics but has increasingly 
been associated with mainstream approaches and concepts (e.g. natural capital, ecosystem 
services, monetary valuation, emissions trading and optimal resource management). The first goal 
of these sessions is to explain and explore SEE. One aim of SEE has been to link across domains 
of understanding. In this regard a question arises as to the ability to link the heterodoxy in 
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economics (e.g., Marxism, feminism, Keynesianism, institutionalism) and connect it to an 
understanding of the ecological crisis. This is the second topic we will address. Then there is the 
meaning of the social and its relationship to the political and power. Prior to the rise of neoclassical 
economics the discipline was political economy and this is indicative of a time before the rise of 
sociology and economics as separate disciplines totally divorced but also the removal of power 
and power relationships from economics. In addition, the ethical aspect of economics was not yet 
divorced from the subject. What then is the relationship of SEE to political economy? Fourth is the 
relationship to degrowth. SEE has a role as a theoretical and informed scientific approach to 
understanding social ecological transformation which is at the heart of degrowth. Our aim then is to 
explore how SEE can inform degrowth and of what this relationship might consist. The session will 
be organised along four time slots of two hours each. Our aim is to have the first two time slots 
dedicated to paper presentation and round table, and the last one would be much more opened to 
generate as much discussion as possible. 1. Social ecological economics : understating the 
interconnections and meaning of ontological, epistemological and methodological for a radical 
alternative transformation agenda (paper session live and/or remote) 2. Social ecological 
economics and political economy - towards cross-fertilization of heterodox economic approaches 
to the ecological crisis (paper session live and/or remote) 3. Social ecological economics and 
degrowth – correspondence of degrowth with SEE and how academics and activism are related 
including demolition of the fact-value dichotomy, academic activism and moving from theoretical to 
social movement understanding of social ecological transformation and how it can be achieved 
(round table) 4. The future of social ecological economics and its connection with degrowth 
(roundtable and interactive session including all participants using small group methods with 
reintegration into plenary discussions)

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Social Ecological Economics and Degrowth 3 THREE SESSIONS 
(1-3)

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Elke Pirgmaier

ABSTRACT: 
Social Ecological Economics (SEE) is a developing field of research bridging the gap between the 
biophysical understanding of reality, the social and economic. Ecological economics has 
concentrated on a linking-up of ecology and thermodynamics with economics but has increasingly 
been associated with mainstream approaches and concepts (e.g. natural capital, ecosystem 
services, monetary valuation, emissions trading and optimal resource management). The first goal 
of these sessions is to explain and explore SEE. One aim of SEE has been to link across domains 
of understanding. In this regard a question arises as to the ability to link the heterodoxy in 
economics (e.g., Marxism, feminism, Keynesianism, institutionalism) and connect it to an 
understanding of the ecological crisis. This is the second topic we will address. Then there is the 
meaning of the social and its relationship to the political and power. Prior to the rise of neoclassical 
economics the discipline was political economy and this is indicative of a time before the rise of 
sociology and economics as separate disciplines totally divorced but also the removal of power 
and power relationships from economics. In addition, the ethical aspect of economics was not yet 
divorced from the subject. What then is the relationship of SEE to political economy? Fourth is the 
relationship to degrowth. SEE has a role as a theoretical and informed scientific approach to 
understanding social ecological transformation which is at the heart of degrowth. Our aim then is to 
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explore how SEE can inform degrowth and of what this relationship might consist. The session will 
be organised along four time slots of two hours each. Our aim is to have the first two time slots 
dedicated to paper presentation and round table, and the last one would be much more opened to 
generate as much discussion as possible. 1. Social ecological economics : understating the 
interconnections and meaning of ontological, epistemological and methodological for a radical 
alternative transformation agenda (paper session live and/or remote) 2. Social ecological 
economics and political economy - towards cross-fertilization of heterodox economic approaches 
to the ecological crisis (paper session live and/or remote) 3. Social ecological economics and 
degrowth – correspondence of degrowth with SEE and how academics and activism are related 
including demolition of the fact-value dichotomy, academic activism and moving from theoretical to 
social movement understanding of social ecological transformation and how it can be achieved 
(round table) 4. The future of social ecological economics and its connection with degrowth 
(roundtable and interactive session including all participants using small group methods with 
reintegration into plenary discussions)

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Social Ecological Economics: The Ontology of Nature-Society 
Relations

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Clive Spash

ABSTRACT: 
Social Ecological Economics (SEE) is a developing field of research bridging the gap between the 
biophysical understanding of reality, the social and economic. Ecological economics has 
concentrated on linking ecology and thermodynamics with economics but has increasingly been 
associated with mainstream approaches and concepts (e.g. natural capital, ecosystem services, 
monetary valuation, emissions trading, optimal resource management). The first goal of these 
sessions is to explain and explore the foundations of SEE. Second is to integrate across domains 
of understanding, raising the question of the ability to combine the heterodoxy in economics (e.g., 
Marxism, feminism, Keynesianism, institutionalism) and connect it to address the ecological crisis. 
Third is the meaning of the social and its relationship to the political and power. Prior to the rise of 
neoclassical economics the discipline was political economy and this is indicative of a time before 
the rise of sociology and economics as separate disciplines totally divorced but also the removal of 
power and power relationships from economics. In addition, the ethical aspect of economics was 
not yet divorced from the subject. What then is the relationship of SEE to political economy? The 
fourth objective is interdisciplinary: what crossings are identifiable, and desirable, between SEE 
and other epistemic communities operating at the interface between natures and societies (social-
ecological systems, commoning, political ecology). Fifth is the relationship to degrowth. SEE has a 
role as a theoretical and informed scientific approach to understanding social ecological 
transformation which is at the heart of degrowth. Our aim then is to explore how SEE can inform 
degrowth and of what this relationship might consist.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8
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Title: Social Movement Learning Spaces

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Leigh Brownhill

ABSTRACT: 
Social Movement Learning Spaces With the persistent rise of economic stresses, ecological crises, 
pandemics, and xenophobia, peaceful routes towards democratic social change are more urgent 
than ever. This paper examines how an ecological transition is being nurtured in the efforts of 
scholars and activists to critically analyse the causes and extent of the problems faced by 
humanity, and to bring to centre stage the diverse voices aimed at solving those problems and 
facilitating the realization of alternative, ecocentric futures. Ecological social movements hold a lot 
of history, expertise, and future potential as learning spaces of significance to the adults and youth 
involved with the movements broadly combined under the umbrella of "degrowth," not least of 
which is the learning required to 'unlearn racism' and 'relearn community.'

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11

Title: Social-ecological mentalities within the semi-subsistence urban 
agriculture in Estonia

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Lilian Pungas 

ABSTRACT: 
Estonia is a peculiarity within Eastern Europe. Being a former Soviet republic, it underwent a 
profound transformation of its old economic and political structures, which led to a close integration 
into the EU and a strong orientation towards economic growth and technological progress. While 
the relentless pursuit of economic growth and modernization is supported by some parts of the 
Estonian population and reflected in the bioeconomy activities by the government, the mentalities 
of other parts are characterized by great skepticism and distrust in the (welfare) state, neoliberal 
promises of progress and generally in politics. Biotechnology-based and growth-oriented variants 
of the bioeconomy here are viewed rather skeptically or negatively because they appear as new 
forms of promises that have not been kept in the past. Instead, people rely on traditional forms of 
the bioeconomy (e.g. agriculture and forestry) as a stable and crisis-resistant form of subsistence. 
Linked to this are mentalities that focus on subsistence and sufficiency in small scale livelihoods. 
The paper presents material from qualitative interviews that were conducted in Estonia both with 
practitioners of subsistence agriculture as well as with actors from state institutions, science and 
businesses that are involved in subsistence agriculture in different ways without practicing it 
themselves. Based on these data the contribution identifies and discusses different mentalities of 
‘doing bioeconomy’ in Estonia. 

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13
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Title: Socio-metabolic configurations of community forest management 
in Mexico. A Radical Ecological Economy perspective

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tania Pérez Riano, Wuendy Asuet Armenta, Ana Lilia Esquivel

ABSTRACT: 
Socio-metabolic Configurations of Community Forest Management in Mexico. A Radical Ecological 
Economy Perspective Tania Pérez Riano, Wuendy Asuet Armenta, Ana Lilia Esquivel The social 
appropriation of community owned forests involves an articulation of the biological wealth of forests 
and the cultural diversity of thousands of rural, peasant and indigenous communities that inhabit 
them. Community forests are a highly relevant issue for international commitments in the face of 
the environmental crisis, as they are the key in the implementation of international mechanisms to 
confront climate change. However, macro-policy formulations generally do not consider 
alternatives to market mechanisms; therefore, they impose strong external pressures limiting the 
self-organization forms of community forest management. In Mexico, the social appropriation of 
forests has been explained with different theoretical approaches, emphasizing privatization and/or 
public intervention as the only alternatives for conservation, considering their inhabitants as a 
problem and lacking political acumen; mainstream conservation programs often ignore or 
underestimate the innovative capacity of community self-organization for forest conservation. This 
paper analyzes outstanding examples that illustrate an epistemic-methodological interpretative 
framework for environmental justice in the process of appropriation (ecological, legal, use, and 
management characteristics) of the socially controlled forest ecosystems in Michoacán and 
Oaxaca communities, generally considered to be among the best managed in the world (Stevens, 
2014). This experience demonstrates the need for a deeper epistemological and ethical rupture; 
the Radical Ecological Economics paradigm highlights the communitarian subject as a key factor to 
ensure and deepen environmental justice, highlighting its capacity for self-organization and its 
careful interaction with other institutions of the Mexican State.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Socio-spatial Degrowth Strategies

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Benedikt Schmid

ABSTRACT: 
This paper develops a spatial perspective on degrowth strategies. Against the background of 
institutional inertia and the various forces that impede a societal shift beyond growth, a broad 
range of bottom-up degrowth strategies are developed by community-led movements and 
initiatives. Acknowledging the spatialities of different social phenomena, the paper shows, can 
inform the development of such a strategic orientation. In this vein, the paper carves out three 
socio-spatial strategies: networked interstitial strategies for economic transformation, territorial 
ruptural strategies for transformations in governance, and place-based symbiotic strategies for 
transformations in social togetherness. It discusses how, put into relation, socio-spatial strategies 
can support a transition towards growth-independent economic, political and social institutions.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3
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Title: Socio-territorial innovation and local governance towards post-
growth strategies: the experiment of an “ecological transition income” 
in France

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Benoît Prévost

ABSTRACT: 
The “ecological transition income” (ETI, promoted by researchers as Swatton, 2018) aims at 
implementing renewed socio-economic activities oriented towards ecological transition. It relies on 
“strong sustainability” and “permacircular economy” and it stands at the crossroads of political 
ecology, social and solidarity economy and ecological economics. Implementing the ETI supposes 
to conceive both financing and governing innovations in order to support the creation (at the local 
level of each territory involved in the experiment) of a “Cooperative for transition-oriented 
employment” (CTE). These socio-territorial innovations result in a reconfiguration, at the local level, 
of both social policies, development strategies, and environmental policies. In accordance with the 
values and principles of the social and solidarity economy (Moulaert et Nussbaumer 2005), the 
governance of the CTE implies the participation of all funders (State local agencies, territorial 
collectivities, civil society) and beneficiaries of the scheme (those who benefit from a transition-
oriented job or activity). Drawing on an institutionalist theoretical framework (Vatn 2009; 2017; 
Spash 2012) this contribution analyzes the conditions of emergence of such an experiment and its 
potential effects on the conception of public policies at the local level. This is also consistent with 
the literature on the transformational potential of social innovations (Moulaert, MacCallum, et Hillier 
2013; Moulaert et al. 2005). We thus contribute to the literature on institutional an political change 
associated with the promotion of strong sustainability and post-growth strategies at the local level 
by focusing on the representations of the local stakeholders in a context of change (Prévost et 
Rivaud 2019). We collected empirical qualitative data both from participative and Q-Methodology 
surveys, and from in-depth semi-structured interviews conducted with privileged stakeholders 
directly involved in institutional change in two territories that experiment the implementation of the 
ETI : Limoux in South of France (Dpt Aude) and Grande-Synthe in North of France (Dpt Nord). This 
empirical data-set will allow us : 1. to assess the motivation of civil servants (national and regional 
public bodies and local authorities) and elected officials (local authorities) to embark on an 
experiment that could profoundly change the organization of local policies. Political and historical 
contexts are to be analyzed to determine their impact on individual motivations and on their 
innovating capacity in favor of ecological transition. Given that the studied territories have 
experienced deindustrialization and economic decline (resulting from different historical paths), we 
will analyze how post-growth may be seen as an opportunity for revitalizing shrinking territories. 2. 
to assess the values defended by that citizens involved in the process, both as promoters, as 
donors, and as beneficiaries. One of the key problems of the EIT is based on the criteria chosen to 
select the potential beneficiaries: what are the values (shared or not) that define the ecological, 
social, economic and political dimensions of post-growth and the conceptions of sustainability? 
How do post-growth debates influence the internal debates and the governance of the CTE?

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12
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Title: Solving the productivity puzzle: exploring the role of construction 
and ontology using expert elicitation.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Simon Mair

ABSTRACT: 
Productivity growth has come to play a central role in discourses of the modern capitalist economy. 
In this paper we explore the ways that different groups construct and understand energy-
productivity relationships and wellbeing-productivity relationships. For this study we recruited 2 
groups. One consisted of energy experts and productivity experts, the other consisted of wellbeing 
experts and productivity experts. Both groups were surveyed and attended systems mapping 
workshops. In both the surveys and workshops productivity emerged as a highly politicised and 
contested term, largely linked to the pre-existing ontological commitments of the participants. 
Based on this, we argue that ontological commitments are key to understanding the consistent re-
emergence of ‘productivity puzzles’ over the last 6 decades. The work highlights ways in which key 
hegemonic terms are problematised and can be contested. Specifically we suggest that 
deconstructing productivity and focusing on it’s inherent political content may create space for 
repoliticising the economy, making productivity discourse a site of struggle for a sustainable future.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Spatialising degrowth - degrowing spatial research and planning

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Martina Hülz and Christian Schulz

ABSTRACT: 
Based on findings from a collective book endeavor on post-growth geographies (Lange et al. 
forthcoming) with contributions from a wide range of German speaking scholars, the paper makes 
a pledge which is twofold: First, it argues for the need of a more spatially sensitive orientation of 
degrowth debates, as recently propagated by Demaria, Kallis and Bakker (2019). Second, it 
strongly advocates for challenging established models, concepts and tools used in spatial research 
and planning. It does so by questioning to what extent their underlying logics and basic 
assumptions are explicitly or implicitly growth-oriented, and how they apply a limited understanding 
of the “economy” (Schmid 2019, Krueger, Schulz and Gibbs 2017).
In its first part, the paper illustrates how degrowth-oriented practices impact spatial patterns of 
production and consumption, and which consequences for planning at all levels they may induce. 
In the second part, a selection of key terms and models from the spatial sciences are interrogated. 
The paper concludes by outlining both opportunities for degrowth-oriented spatial research as well 
as possible planning responses to degrowth imperatives.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3
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Title: Stockfree Agriculture against Biodiversity Decline? Addressing 
Animal Husbandry’s Footprint in Conservation Debates

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Steffen Hirth 

ABSTRACT: 
Next to anthropogenic climate change, rapid losses of biodiversity in the context of the sixth mass 
extinction (Ceballos et al. 2015) are among the main social-ecological concerns. With rapidly 
closing windows of opportunity new and ‘bolder’ efforts of conservation are being discussed (Noss 
et al. 2012), one of which is to set aside half of the planet for nonhuman nature to thrive which 
necessarily involves significant changes to current nature-society relations. This proposal, in turn, 
has been the basis of a debate about what constitutes an appropriate vision for conservation in 
light of the biodiversity crisis. Its critics have pointed out that, amongst several other problems, it is 
not well equipped to address the underlying social-economic drivers of biodiversity loss – 
particularly capitalism’s drive for continued economic growth – or to account appropriately for the 
social justice context of creating large protected areas. Yet, also more sympathetic discussions 
from ecological-marxist (Napoletano and Clark 2020) and biocentric environmental philosophy 
(Wienhues 2018) perspectives have pointed to the need of a revised and more nuanced proposal. 
In this paper, instead of reiterating the full debate about the desirability of the Half-Earth proposal, 
we will focus  on an issue on which the literature part of this debate – as well as a lot of 
conservation literature more broadly – has remained surprisingly silent. That is, the role of animal 
agriculture’s land use and the potential of transitions towards stockfree agriculture as part of 
biological conservation efforts.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Struggle for the Sands of Xolobeni:

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hali Healy

ABSTRACT: 
In resource-rich South Africa, natural resource extraction has been fundamental to processes of 
primitive accumulation, forming the bedrock of the national economy. Accordingly, struggles for 
control over land and resources have been a constant feature of this South African history. The 
area of Xolobeni in the region of Mpondoland on South Africa's Wild Coast has not been immune 
to such struggles, and has in fact become home to a splintered community, owing to the discovery 
of a wealth of rare earth minerals in nearby coastal sands. While several scholars have studied this 
multi-scalar conflict through a lens of environmental justice, others have preferred to apply an 
explicitly post-colonial perspective, more able to account for the legacies of colonialism and neo-
colonialism. This article takes such an approach, examining how inherited processes, systems and 
structures have given rise not only to a grave case of post-colonial environmental injustice, but to a 
broader crisis of democracy, one that recent policy/legislative reforms alone are unlikely to remedy.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4
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Title: Sufficiency and the Law

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Ulrike Juerschik

ABSTRACT: 
Sufficiency is a topic that is neglected in law research, at least in Germany. The focus still lies on 
efficiency standards, renewable energies and the circular economy. This discussion round invites 
all lawyers that are working with or are interested in the actual and potential role of sufficiency in 
our field. Sufficiency in this context should be understood as more than a concept to frame 
individual lifestyles and consumption patterns. Sufficiency is a broader concept that aims at public 
decisions, individual lifestyles and production patterns that limit and reduce production and 
consumption of material goods and services in favor of immaterial wealth, such as time and social 
relationships. Questions of the debate may include: How is sufficiency included and excluded in 
different legal systems? Which constitutional questions arise by introducing sufficiency in legal 
systems. Which legal concepts already reflect the thought of sufficiency today? How can 
sufficiency be empowered by legal provisions? References to other law research in the field of 
degrowth are welcome!

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: Sunny Side of the Mountain

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jesse Segura

ABSTRACT: 
Inner Mongolia has been a terrain of intense political and social conflict since the region's advent of 
communist control. This is visible in a variety of different forms that range from changing pastoral 
patterns to social reconfiguration. This research is upheld by the belief that the region of Inner 
Mongolia, specifically the Indigenous Pastoral Mongolians of this region, can open an exciting and 
intriguing dialogue that contains potential futuring (Fry, 2008) possibilities and modes of resistance 
to the dominant way of being and knowing. Futuring refers to roads of re-existence, deconstructing 
the belief that development and modernity are the only paths to the future (Mignolo, 2011; Escobar, 
2018). The colonial systems and the growth imperative have applied pressures that are forcing and 
have forced Pastoral Mongolians to defend their traditions, spirituality, ritual, community, and 
overall autonomy. It is within this space that modes of resistance, both visible and invisible, can be 
articulated. Yet as far, this region and cosmovision has gained little traction in political ecology or 
postgrowth writings. In this research, we seek what new (or new-old) possibilities of meanings, 
relationships, and strategies for political and existential forms of resistance to oppression, 
dominance, coloniality, and ecological destruction tend to emerge in the context of Inner Mongolia. 
To this aim, we provide a brief account of the Mongol historical evolution in terms of lifestyles, 
knowledge production, and everyday practices. In this we try to understand or interpret the key 
pillars of the Inner Mongolian lifestyle and cosmovision; that is, its traditions, spirituality, rituals, 
community organization, and autonomy in action. Eventually, we try to locate the way these are still 
being reproduced and/or defended given systemic pressures to modernize or reproduce 
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conventional lifestyles. This research builds to the growing body of work concerned with our future-
imagining capacity while seeking to add to the broader ecology of knowledges (Santos, 2007) and 
contributes to the language of being differently. That is to (re)create languages and practices that 
prioritize community, ecology, and resurgence politics (Nirmal & Rocheleau, 2019).

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Sustainable Hedonism

Session type: Book Pres

Submitter: Orsolya Lelkes

ABSTRACT: 
I would like to present my book titled „Sustainable Hedonism. A Thriving Life that Does not Cost the 
Earth” (Bristol University Press, May 2021). The human soul is a „black box” in neoclassical 
economics, as well as the soul of the modelling economist. Our current crisis calls economists and 
all of us to open this black box: to scrutinize the nature of preferences, tastes and values, and our 
pleasure-seeking selves. The widespread belief that economics is a ‘positive’ science, describing 
an objective reality, can prevent professionals from becoming aware of their own (hidden) value 
choices and the formative power of their profession. It can also hinder self-reflection and dialogue. 
The values of economists affect their methodological choices, as well as business strategies, as 
shown by empirical evidence. In addition, mainstream neoclassical economics affects collective 
norms as well. The hypothetical figure of Economic Man, the competitive, pleasure-seeking, 
selfish, social moron may become a self-fulfilling prophecy, urging people to take these norms as 
optimal strategies for a successful life. This reinforces the collective narrative of the good life based 
on materialistic ideals of wealth, power and influence, intertwined with the positive image of 
consumption. This narrative of the good life, however, is rather a myth, as demonstrated by the 
multiple crisis phenomena of our world and recent scientific evidence from happiness economics 
and positive psychology. In addition, the main human values are also in contrast with this collective 
narrative of success. In particular, we want to live autonomously, kindly, we want our loved ones to 
thrive, and in the world at large wish for tolerance, world peace, equality, protection of all people 
and nature, as shown by social psychological value research. All in all, we value personal freedom 
and compassion. There seems to be a universal value consensus, shared by the majority of people 
across different countries and continents. This suggests that we live in a divided world: our most 
important values stand in contrast to the prevailing mainstream myth of “success”. This causes 
countless internal and external conflicts, suffering and destruction. Yet, many people seem to take 
these rules of the game for granted, as if they were laws of nature, such as gravity. It may be due 
to the institutional barriers, social norms, not being adequately informed, or lack of initiative for 
action. There may be personal psychological reasons of the chasm as well: some of our inner 
drives may actually resonate well to the dominant materialistic value system of capitalism. These 
inner forces may remain latent, invisible to us. If it is so, many of us may actually live with this inner 
chasm: having values, aspirations for love, harmony, respect for oneself and others, and yet, and 
at the same time having urges which oppose these. We may want to love and respect others and 
nature, but our skills may be limited to do so. We may long for a thriving life and we may sabotage 
it as well. It may be these inner forces that also sustain individualism, selfishness and 
overconsumption. I argue that these inner saboteur forces represent outdated psychological coping 
strategies and as such, they can also be transformed. What could the world be that is free from this 
rift? How could we take our core values and aspirations earnestly and create an economic and 
social system that fits our inner compass better? What is the alternative narrative that emerges 
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from current psychological, social science research, and ancient Greek philosophy? A flourishing 
life offers an alternative, where our value-seeking, moral selves and our instinctive, pleasure-
seeking selves may be integrated. It also offers a pathway to a both sustainable and happy life. We 
will be able to actively contribute to the collective effort to create a more ecologically sustainable 
world in a way which does not reduce our well-being. It is not simply a matter of becoming a ‘better 
person’ morally, or striving harder for perfection. It may well be that such an endeavour would 
rather paralyze our joyful, playful, and spontaneous selves, as we would have to deny or fight 
against many aspect in ourselves, and it is often combined with much guilt and anxiety. Instead, we 
need to cultivate the skills of how to act upon our values efficiently and at the same time, how to 
become better hedonists as well.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS, AGRARIAN CRISES AND 
INSTITUTIONAL INNOVATION

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Bina Agarwal

ABSTRACT: 
In the global concern for food security and sustainable livelihoods, as well as efforts in developing 
countries to address agrarian distress arising from persisting rural poverty, non-viable land 
holdings and climate change, little attention has been paid to the institutional transformation of 
agriculture. The debate on farm types has focused largely on small family farms versus large 
commercial farms. In this context, experiments initiated in two Indian states—Kerala and 
Telangana—stand out for their innovative institutional form, namely group farming by women. Here 
all-women groups voluntarily pool land (leased or owned), labour, and capital to cultivate 
cooperatively, sharing costs and benefits. Can this provide an alternative, more viable and 
sustainable model of farming? Based on meticulously conducted primary surveys, the paper 
examines whether group farming enables women farmers to overcome production constraints and 
economically outperform largely male-managed individual family farms in the same state, in terms 
of productivity and profits. Also, given their different approaches, which state is more effective and 
why? How do factors such as government support, group size and composition, cropping patterns 
(subsistence vs. commercial crops), and local ecology impinge on their relative economic and 
social outcomes? And what lessons can we glean for replication elsewhere? New experiments in 
group farming in other parts of India as well as in Nepal, with groups taking diverse forms (all-male, 
all-female, and mixed gender collectives), demonstrate the adaptability of this model to varied 
contexts, and its potential as an effective third model of farming.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Sustainable Seaweed Biorefinery Transition

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Ryan O'Shea

ABSTRACT: 
A research project at Imperial College London is currently applying an integrative risk assessment 
framework to seaweed aquaculture in a wind farm zone. The research is using the North Sea 
conditions and Seaweed Biorefinery concept for a scenario analysis. Elucidating the potential 
negative environmental and social impacts and attempting to quantify the probability of risk(s) at 
different scales. The intention of the project is to highlight when risks are likely and balance with 
the benefits of seaweed aquaculture including several ecosystem services and providing 
renewable energy/ materials for decarbonisation. This session is to briefly introduce the project and 
the theoretical framework- an ecological economics approach to the "Circular Bioeconomy" 
transition. Followed by a presentation on the initial research findings; namely, the preliminary 
causal map for system dynamics risk assessment and modelling. Model outputs may also be 
available at the time of presentation and included.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Sustainable urban planning and degrowth in Amsterdam

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Laurens van der Wal

ABSTRACT: 
Sustainable urban planning aims to decrease the ecological footprint of cities while maintaining or 
increasing social welfare. However, the dominant paradigm of sustainable development in urban 
planning fails to address the tension between achieving sustainability, on the one hand, 
andpursuing infinite economic growth, on the other. Degrowth offers a theoretical answer to these 
issues but, as recent studies show, actual implementations of degrowth have been scarcely 
researched and the degrowth lens has not often been applied to existing cities and urban 
planning.T his presentation addresses these gaps by exploring to what extend a growth mindset 
underpins planning in the city of Amsterdam in the Netherlands and what the need and potential for 
degrowth could be in sustainable urban planning for the city. To answer this main question three 
analyses are performed. The first entails finding out how the growth mindset underpins current 
urban planning by means of an analysis of the urban redevelopment two neighborhoods in 
Amsterdam Noord. Secondly, the study researches what the available current literature on 
degrowth and urban planning proposes in terms of policies and urban design proposals to support 
degrowth in cities, by means of a document analysis. Finally, current practitioners of sustainable 
urban planning and degrowth in Amsterdam are interviewed regarding the topic. From each of the 
following sectors a respondent was selected from both degrowth and urban planning circles; the 
public sector, the private sector, the academic sphere and civil society (leading to a total of eight 
interviews). The research project is ongoing but preliminary findings show how the current planning 
practitioners are well informed on recently changed and rejected planning policy (proposals) that 
could stimulate degrowth. Furthermore, it describes the respondents’ critique on current degrowth 
planning policy proposals. The research also shows how the current area development paradigm 
in Amsterdam stimulates economic growth by shifting the risk and reward to private investors. It 
lays bare several drivers of urban consumptive behavior that stimulate economic growth and 
shines a light on existing ‘degrowth initiatives’ within the urban sphere of Amsterdam. Though often 
these initiatives do not explicitly relate to degrowth for various reasons. Finally, as degrowth 
promotes strict environmental limits as a key point for planning, interesting lessons can be drawn 
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from the current nitrogen crisis inthe Netherlands where such limits currently force government and 
companies to formulate ananswer. The combined results will be used to build a nested framework 
of possible degrowth policies and design proposals. This framework can start to answer the 
question how existing cities can support degrowth and how a degrowth approach can make urban 
planning more sustainable.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: System Mapping Degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Alexandra Koves

ABSTRACT: 
Participatory planning can merge the different types of knowledge people hold and therefore has 
enormous importance in the transition to a Degrowth society. Participatory system mapping is a 
good tool to visualize how highly distinct areas interrelate to each other and it also shows how the 
intervention in one area affects all others. There has been seven different – partly Degrowth 
oriented - participatory research in Hungary that resulted in system maps, a good visualization of 
mental constructions different groups hold on Degrowth. The topics of these research covered 
sustainable employment; sustainable business; sustainable marketing; sustainable sports; 
sustainable consumption; sustainable cosmo-local manufacturing, and economic higher education. 
These were all policy-oriented research and the system maps showed how the recommended 
policy steps interact with each other. Obviously, some factors in the maps are common, as they are 
deemed crucial in the transition to a Degrowth world. This presentation will introduce those factors 
that emerged the most in these maps (e.g. Transparency; Social trust; Individual responsibility and 
consciousness; Level of basic needs fulfillment; Participation in social decisions; Level of power 
decentralization; Intensity of resource sharing; Freedom of choice; Intensity of social dialogue; 
Coopetition; etc.) and show how these link to each other, resulting in one possible system map for 
Degrowth. The system map will then show us feedback loops, and the important “hubs” for policy 
intervention will also be discussed.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

Title: Systemic concept and research for a living world after the covid19 
pandemic

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Cor van Dijkum

ABSTRACT: 
During the last two years the world has been confronted with an urgent complex societal problem: 
the fast spreading of a virus originated in China with severe consequences. It is a prototype of a 
complex societal problem the world will face in the future more and more. To understand this, the 
knowledge and skills of the natural and social sciences are needed. This means an 
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interdisciplinary approach, for which systems science and cybernetics are adequate 
methodological tools, as they can provide a common language and a theoretical framework that 
can be understood by all disciplines. From this effort it gradually becomes clear that the Covid19 
pandemic is a crisis that must be put into the broader context of the systemic ecological crisis of 
our planet. Based on a long historical tradition of system theory and cybernetics - applied in 
natural-, life- and social sciences -, researchers such as Capra &amp; Luisi (2014, 2021) 
developed the language and tools of research to describe, understand and handle this ecological 
crisis in a worldwide perspective. In this presentation some elements of this language and tools are 
explained to understand the pandemic in the context of an ecological crisis of the planet and to 
sketch a road to handle such complex societal problems in a sociocybernetic perspective.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Systemic Concepts for Change in Times of Climate and Health 
Crisis

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Bernd Hornung

ABSTRACT: 
To handle the climate change – if it still can be handled – requires radical changes, not just 
degrowth in the economy, but changes across all sectors of society, including social life, values, 
and culture, i.e. the way of life. If such a change can be accomplished at all, it cannot be done by 
old and "proven" recipies and strategies. Also in this field radical innovation, experimentations and 
innovative learning strategies, as part of a learning society, are required. To design, develop, and 
implement such strategies and social and economic change only cybernetics and systems science 
promise to provide adequate scientific tools, in particular in the form of sociocybernetics and viable 
systems science. The subtheme proposed is intended to bring together such approaches and 
proposals for the design of steps towards a viable degrowth economy and society adapted to the 
climate change.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Tanzanian Agricultural Development and Degrowth – a(n) 
(im)possible Symbiosis?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Kerstin Schopp

ABSTRACT: 
Questions of degrowth are mainly discussed in the Global North and from the Global North’s point 
of view. This might be due to the common thought that countries of the Global South have first to 
reach a certain level of economic “development” before they are able to deal with questions of 
degrowth. However, in my presentation, I want to question this opinion using the exemplary case of 
Tanzanian agricultural development. The Tanzanian discourse on agricultural development is 
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coined by three visions (see Aminzade et al. 2018). Two of them are supported by international and 
national political mainstream, the third one, however, is a politically subordinated domestic vision 
which emphasizes the commitment to improve conditions for smallholder farmers. According to it, 
the state needs to support local and more informal markets to guarantee fair prices for 
smallholders and to promote organic input. These actions will foster national self-reliance and self-
determination. Land is considered as a community resource and public good. Inequalities in the 
distribution of power and lands root in the commodification of land and the possibility for individuals 
to possess large areas of land. Based on a discourse analysis of the subordinate domestic vision 
of agricultural development, I distinguish three sub-types of the subordinate domestic vision. I 
argue that two of them comply with the ideals of Degrowth for they contain visions of human-nature 
relationship and attitudes towards economic growth as they are hold within the Degrowth 
movement in the Global North. The first Degrowth compatible sub-type is the “Sustainable Ujamaa 
Type”. It reflects the importance of the traditional ujamaa values, such as food sovereignty and 
self-sufficiency. Land is regarded as a common property resource and nature has a social 
significance as well as a cultural value. This type favors alternative agricultural methods which not 
only foster the relationship between human beings and nature but also the relationship between 
humans and humans. It emphasizes smallholder farmers’ well-being in an ideal society. Since 
economic growth automatically leads to an uneven distribution of goods and welfare in a society, 
the growth imperative of the Sustainable Ujamaa type is moderate and slow. The second Degrowth 
compatible sub-type is the “Harmony Type”. It aims at a balanced relationship between humans 
and nature. Nature plays an important role as it influences local justice systems and people’s 
sense of identity. Through the application of “alternative” agricultural methods which are supposed 
to conserve biodiversity supporters of this type want to foster a balanced relationship between 
humans and nature which also positively influences the relationship between humans and humans. 
It aims at a strong sustainability (Ott; Döring 2011). Nature is perceived as Mother Earth which is 
illustrated in care metaphors and the subjectivation of nature as “she”. Since nature must not be 
exploited, this type is critical towards economic growth and commercialization and favors organic 
agro-ecological practices. Summed up, the Tanzanian discourse on agricultural development 
provides visions which do favor moderate and slow economic growth or no/ very little growth. A 
mixture of the “Sustainable Ujamaa Type” and the “Harmony Type” could provide a successful 
entry point in a Tanzanian degrowth society. Literature: Aminzade, R.; Schurman, R.; Lyimo, F.: 
Circulating Discourses. The Case of Agricultural Development in Tanzania.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Target Ecological Limits and Not Economic Growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: John Fitzpatrick

ABSTRACT: 
Economic growth has both benefits and detriments for the sustainability of human flourishing. 
Economic growth has resulted in increased natural resource extraction and emissions / wastes, 
which is worrying from a sustainability perspective. However, economic growth is intrinsically not a 
bad thing. It has many beneficial aspects, in particular the increasing supply of necessary goods 
and services, that are needed to facilitate the flourishing of a growing human population. 
Furthermore, all types of economic growth are not necessary impacting negatively on the natural 
environment. The key point is that global policy should not simply target economic growth with the 
aim of constraining it and striving for negative growth as a means to solving environmental 
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sustainability concerns. This paper summarises the concept of ecological limits associated with 
natural resource extraction and discharge of emissions / wastes. It suggests that instead of 
targeting economic growth, we should target specific natural resources and wastes that are 
extracted or discharged at rates that exceed their ecological limits. Action plans should be 
developed and implemented using socio-economic and technological tools that try to bring these 
specific extractions or discharges back to within their ecological limits. This may impact negatively 
on economic growth in the short to medium term but it is targeting specific resources and wastes 
that are unsustainable and the economic growth associated with them only. In the longer term, 
these actions may facilitate economic growth, while remaining within ecological limits.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Teaching Ecological Economics

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Jonathan Harris

ABSTRACT: 
As authors of a text on environmental and natural resource economics, we have just completed the 
work of revision for a fifth edition.(1) It is a fascinating time to be doing this work, a time of rapid 
change in the economics of climate, energy, growth, and degrowth. The first four editions of our 
text had a goal of combining standard environmental economics with a broader ecological 
economics approach, to give students an appreciation of the location of the economic system and 
economic policy decisions within the wider ecosystem. As such, we have placed special emphasis 
on the “macro” environmental issues of climate change, population and economic growth within 
environmental limits, ecological overshoot and loss of biodiversity, and overexploitation of natural 
systems such as water cycles, forests, and fisheries. All these issues have become even more 
pressing in the 2021 edition. The most dramatic areas of change are in the chapters on energy and 
climate. Rapid declines in the cost of solar and wind energy have brought into focus an ongoing 
transformation of energy systems away from fossil fuels. Solar and wind energy represented 67% 
of new power capacity added globally in 2019. From 2008 to 2019, global wind capacity increased 
by a factor of 5, and global solar capacity increased by a factor of 40. The International Energy 
Agency’s “sustainable development” scenario shows nearly 40% of global energy coming from 
renewables by 2040, more than from coal and oil, with an overall 10% decline in global energy 
demand from increased energy efficiency. But the most recent science and economics of climate 
change indicate the need for an even more rapid change. There is widespread acceptance of the 
need for net zero carbon emissions by 2050, and we review numerous proposals indicating the 
feasibility of this goal. Energy efficiency and renewables are only part of the story. Transformation 
of agricultural systems and forest management to develop enhanced land sinks is also essential. 
Regenerative agriculture, agroforestry, forest restoration and expansion, reduced food waste, 
managed grazing, and plant-rich diets all have major potential contributions to emissions reduction 
and carbon absorptions and storage. In this context, our chapters on the green economy and 
sustainable development explore the tension between “green growth” and degrowth. We 
investigate the potential and limits of “decoupling” economic growth from resource inputs and 
carbon emissions. The limits of decoupling require a serious consideration of degrowth, at least in 
some resource-and energy-intensive economic sectors, with resulting implications for consumption 
and employment. We conclude that “standard environmental economics implies significant policy 
reforms, including internalizing externalities, managing resources for long-term efficiency and 
sustainability, and valuing use and non-use environmental benefits. Ecological economics 
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suggests more substantial reforms, including industrial ecology, regenerative agriculture, and 
ultimately a transition to some type of post-growth economy.” Of course, much of standard 
environmental theory, as well as fundamental ecological economics concepts, remain little 
changed, but the application of these analytical tools to current challenges offers a very different 
picture today than it did four years ago, when our previous text edition appeared. It is an exciting 
time to be writing and teaching in this area, and pedagogy has important implications for shaping 
the future of economic and ecological systems.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Teaching Ecological Economics in Undergraduate Education

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Fabian Hattendorf, Marc Beckmann and Pao Engelbrecht

ABSTRACT: 
Imagine your economics department was planning to set up a module on ecological economics as 
part of the BA Economics curriculum. As students and campaigners, you are invited to be part of 
the committee deciding on what exactly should be taught and how. What should an ideal course on 
ecological economics look like? How would you approach the didactics? What skills should 
students learn? In this session, we will tackle this joyful task collectively. Modelling the seminar of 
an imaginary ecological economics module, you will witness a possible introduction to ecological 
economics methodology from a students perspective by developing solutions to a concrete policy 
problem from both neoclassical and ecological perspectives. Following Mearman's (2017) 
contending perspectives approach (pp. 18 ff), you will start with a mainstream answer to the 
problem, followed by an ecological economics critique and counter proposal, which is subsequently 
critically assessed from a mainstream point of view. Like this, students are meant to not only 
understand the methodological differences between neoclassical and ecological economics, but 
also be equipped with the tools needed to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each 
framework. The aim is to form a qualified opinion on the interplay of both methodological 
approaches, their parallels and contradictions. After getting a first-hand experience of this didactic 
approach to introducing ecological economics, we will conclude the session with a discussion of 
your experiences and an outlook on what other topics the rest of the course should cover (the 
school's place within the history of economic thought, philosophical questions, …), based on 
existing examples at selected institutions.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 10

Title: Technical change and the future of work: inflation, immiseration or 
stagnation?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ben Gallant

ABSTRACT: 
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In this paper, we update William Baumol’s cost disease theory, bringing it in line with empirical 
evidence and integrating it into a stock-flow consistent modelling framework (FALSTAFF). This new 
cost disease model provides a potential explanation for the falling labour productivity growth rates 
across many wealthy economies (Jackson, 2019). Importantly, some scenarios result in falling 
labour productivity and a rising labour share of income, suggesting the possibility for high 
unemployment and falling inequality in a post-growth economy. Our new cost disease model 
appears to provide a better explanation for current productivity patterns than previous versions. 
The UK current economic malaise appears to owe more to falling labour productivity growth within 
sectors than changes in labour composition (Kierzenkowski, Machlica, & Fulop, 2018). 
Furthermore, several industries which have experienced lower productivity growth are in sectors 
which would have previously been characterised as fast (Wales, 2019). Taken together with our 
theoretical framework this data suggests the possibility of an economy wide collapse in labour 
productivity growth. While this result appears as a curse for modern economies, it can also be 
seen as a blessing from the perspective of those who argue that the economy needs to enter a 
post-growth phase. The emergence of a dynamic which leads to slowing labour productivity in 
advanced economies may provide a refuge from the post-growth productivity trap, which has been 
a persistent concern for those who advance the notion of a post-growth economy (Ferguson, 2016; 
Jackson & Victor, 2011; Zwickl, Disslbacher, & Stagl, 2016).

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Thanatophobia and mainstream economics

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Nina Smolyar and Tina M.Beigi

ABSTRACT: 
One quintessential diagnosis of the global socio-ecological catastrophe is the self-reinforcing 
nexus of mainstream economic assumptions that have progressively become disconnected from 
their biophysical roots. Today the remedy is sought through the recourse of technologies such as 
artificial intelligence (AI) which itself is a product of such illusive decoupling. We posit that 
underpinning this quest to transcend natural resources is the human fear of death ~ the true so-
called ‘invisible hand’ directing the human project. Path dependency of technology as a savior 
implies systematic escape from our individual and collective pathological conditions and redirecting 
to technological progress as savior instead of adopting the approach of addressing root causes. 
The drive for life and immortality has paradoxically led humanity into the age of collective death, 
where millions of species are wiped out and humans may, in due course, follow in their footsteps. 
Alternatively, there are different notions of death proposed by ancient cosmologies that do not 
imply such annihilation. They excelled in coping with this basic impulse, namely, a desire to remain 
connected to a vital flow of life beyond the self, but it is based upon different ‘images of continuity’. 
Continuity for them is the recognition of the process of dying as a part of the natural cycle of 
nature. This work hopes to understand the repercussions of fear of death in mainstream 
economics and how human beings deal with enduring existential dilemmas.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 11
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Title: The All-inclusive neighbourhood concept

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Wiep Wissema

ABSTRACT: 
Chapter 49 of Spash (ed. 2017) identifies a lack in theory connecting the practice of eco-social 
enterprises with the social ecological economics discourse. In this paper we present a case study 
of a neighbourhood in Wageningen and interpret it as a practical application of social ecological 
economics (SEE). The transformation of this neighbourhood is guided by a new concept, the All-
inclusive neighbourhood. We explore how this concept may contribute to the theoretical connection 
of SEE with social-ecological enterprises. The All-inclusive neighbourhood is based on a holistic 
vision and an integral process informed by various theories and insights, which transforms current 
structures (based on competition and growth) into organic eco-social structures based on scale 
and scope, in line with values of degrowth. In the practice based on this concept local social 
enterprises are a new necessary layer in this structure connecting needs of residents and policy 
goals such as increased biodiversity with talent and skills present in the neighbourhood. The local 
enterprise of the All-inclusive neighbourhood integrates economic, social and ecological 
transformations. In the business model, active residents formulate both an earning and a serving 
model. Then they identify self-interest, shared interest and general interest. The latter naturally 
includes ecological and other national policy goals. Finally, they fill out four boxes: Mind, body, soul 
and spirit. Because beside ideas and activities, the most important are connections between 
people and above all an inspiring vision connecting past, present and a future to look forward to.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 5

Title: The Anthropocene and Degrowth from the perspectives of Latin 
America (1)

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Guillermo Peinado

ABSTRACT: 
This table has the objective of integrating voices from the regional societies for ecological 
economics in Latin America, in the face of recent debates on the Anthropocene and degrowth. We 
recognize the distinctively characteristics regarding our valuable cultural and biological diversity. 
However, at the same time, we recognize the lack of material wellbeing in the majority of 
population, and the standard government policies responses in both neoliberals and national 
populist parties – that is, to promote extractive industries complexes for exports in the mining, 
agriculture, fishing and timber sectors, including their necessary infrastructure for water, energy 
and transport. As a result of this pattern of social metabolism, we have an increasing ecological 
distribution conflicts at the commodity frontiers, which dramatically impact in the lives of local 
communities – the indigenous people in the Amazonia and the peasants in the Andes and 
Mesoamerica are archetypical cases of this unsustainable dynamics. In this context, degrowth 
debates in the face of the Anthropocene, requires to address some key questions: What 
characterizes the perspective of Ecological Economics in Latin America? and What is the meaning 
of Degrowth from the perspective of Latin America? following Roldan Muradian ideas – frugality as 
a choice vs. frugality as social condition
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Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: The Anti-environmentalism of Environmental Regulators

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sharachchandra Lele

ABSTRACT: 
We are accustomed to pinning the blame of anti-environmental outcomes on a political system that 
only believes in economic growth, supported by a capitalist economy that continuously demands 
that environmental regulations become more ‘business friendly’, and justified by a trickle-down 
economics. Certainly many of the anti-environmental decision-making taking place in India over the 
past decade or so can be explained by these pressures that are ‘external’ to the regulatory 
apparatus that was built up (piece-meal no doubt) in more environmentally oriented phases of 
governance. In this paper, however, I shall argue that a fuller explanation of the decline if not 
demise of environmental regulation in India requires a look within—at the understandings and 
mindsets of the technocrats, scientists and (often) judges who ‘man’ the regulatory apparatus, 
including committees recommending clearances for large (environmentally disruptive) projects, to 
scientists engaged in devising and implementing regulations, to judges who create committees for 
‘fact-finding’ to inform and to implement judicial decisions. Such an investigation, based on my first-
hand observations as part of committees as the centre, state and judicially appointed levels, 
indicate an anti-environmentalism along multiple dimensions. Firstly, the overriding belief in 
industrialization-led development pre-empts any big picture rethinking of developmental policies. 
Secondly, a narrow understanding of environmentalism as ‘sustainability-ism’ and ‘biodiversity 
conservation’ or at best a lifeless adherence to some abstract standards comes in the way relating 
the people who are most affected by environmental pollution. This is sharpened by the social 
prejudices carried and bandied about unabashedly by the so-called scientists, leading to a virulent 
contempt for affected (often Adivasi) communities and pro-environmental activists. Finally, a false 
sense of the superiority of science, coupled with a complete lack of faith in or concern for 
democracy (built on a narrow understanding of what it is) means that there is absolutely no 
attention to due process at any level: internal functioning of committees, interface of committees 
with the public, the notion of ‘independent’ experts, and transparency and accountability norms. I 
submit that improving environmental regulation will require not only changes in laws or standards, 
but serious micro-work on the micro-processes, understandings and attitudes of the human beings 
that populate the regulatory apparatus.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: The case of the German partnership for sustainable textiles as a 
platform for dialogue and learning

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Felix Beyers

ABSTRACT: 
The German Partnership for Sustainable Textiles is a well-established multi-objective organisation. 
It comprises 123 members from six stakeholder groups to address sustainability challenges in the 
textile and clothing industry. After five years of existence, the industry participants in the 
partnership cover around 50% of the German textile market and aim to improve conditions in 
global textile production together with civil society, government and standards organisations. In the 
course of its existence, the joint actions and dialogues have developed into professionalised, 
deliberative democratic decision-making processes. Some argue that the partnership is thus a 
great example for organizational learning and deliberative democracy and has the potential to 
transform the market. Others argue, however, that the effectiveness of the partnership is still 
limited. This empirical study uses a combination of quantitative and qualitative social network 
analysis to examine how both concepts, organizational learning and deliberative democracy, 
interrelate and influence the dialogues and actions of the partnership. It uses document analysis 
and indepth interviews making use of qualitative actor mapping to grasp the interactions and 
dialogue processes between the different actors. Preliminary results show that the Partnership for 
Sustainable Textiles has a large number of members with a great heterogeneity. They have formed 
specific structures that help in an organizational manner but make it more difficult to take 
advantage of the great variety of knowledge. This is supported by the wide variety of actors, of 
which only a few are actively involved in the partnership. The core of the analysis will focus on the 
interaction and dialogue processes and show how the different actors collaborate and learn from 
each other. The article shows thereby how both concepts, organizational learning and deliberative 
democracy, influence each other and the partnerships legitimacy. The article is embedded in the 
research project Processes of Sustainability Transformation.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: The Circular Economy at a crossroad: Technocratic Eco-
Modernism or Convivial Technology for Social Revolution?

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Mario Pansera

ABSTRACT: 
In the last decade, the concept of ‘Circular Economy’ (CE) has gained prominence in the political 
and corporate discourse around the world. According to its proponents, CE represents a new 
paradigm that will push the frontiers of environmental sustainability by transforming the 
relationships between ecological systems and economic activities. This sub-theme aims at opening 
a space of debate about how CE is problematic for a number of physical, economic and political 
reasons, claiming that the biggest shortcoming of the CE discourse is represented by its apolitical 
framing. We call for opening up a debate to deconstruct the increasingly hegemonic discourse of 
CE based on a technocratic approach and reconstruct it by embedding normative and political 
dimensions. We also propose to initiate a debate about how to create a countervailing (or more 
than one) discourse of CE inspired by the community of degrowth or the idea of convivial 
technology. We’ll appreciate contributions coming from different disciplines that aim at 
deconstructing the present hegemonic narrative of CE. In particular the following questions will be 
prioritised: • How can degrowth research contribute to reshape the CE discourse? • What are the 
vested agendas underpinning CE in companies and public institutions? How can be opposed from 
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a degrowth perspective? • What are the possible countervailing versions of ‘circularity’? what are 
their socio-political dimensions? How can different epistemologies coming from the global South 
reframe the Eurocentric narrative of CE? How does this sub-theme relate to the overall conference 
theme: The subtheme directly addresses the 3rd subtheme proposed by the conference organisers 
“the debates on degrowth, green growth, the circular economy, and decoupling”. The notion of CE 
is being rapidly adopted by public institutions and private companies. Even though the idea is 
inspired by Industrial Ecology and Ecological Economics, an increasingly hegemonic formulation of 
CE is attempting to frame it as technocratic fix to the failures of market capitalism. The Degrowth 
community, we argue, should be able to present a robust and socially desirable alternative to the 
present ‘decaf’ formulation of CE

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: The Cuchubal and the Commons: Sharing Circles, Food 
Sovereignty & Organising Bioregionally

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Catriona Spaven-Donn and Diana Garduño Jiménez

ABSTRACT: 
As part of the imagined Scottish Degrowth Commission, we address Indigenous lifeways, the 
essential work of farmers and the just transition to a healthier food system built on agroecological 
principles. Organising within and around our bioregions as a strategy of resilience in the face of 
ecological crisis must entail the replacement of linear systems with holistic sharing circles and 
common resources within planetary boundaries. Informed by the Indigenous Mayan tradition of 
monthly foodstuff contributions to a common pool, the Cuchubal, we propose global transformation 
through local action, mycorrhizal networks of community growing and feminist decolonisation as 
key to healing with the earth. Motivated by Nourish Scotland's Fork to Farm Dialogues and the 
burgeoning network of small-scale food growers in Scotland and internationally, we re-imagine our 
roles as food producers, consumers and decision-makers as key to re-localising, horizontalising 
and thriving – in Scotland, in Latin America, and everywhere. We can be a world of many worlds 
(following the Zapatista call for un mundo donde quepan todos los mundos); a world of abundant 
bioregions & reciprocal relations.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: The dependence between income inequality and carbon 
emissions: A distributional copula analysis.

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Franziska Dorn

ABSTRACT: 
High levels of carbon emissions and rising income inequality are interconnected challenges for the 
global society. Commonly-applied linear regression models fail to unravel the complexity of 
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potential bi-directional transmission channels. Specifically, consumption, energy sources and the 
political system are potential determinants of the strength and direction of the dependence 
between emissions and inequality. To capture their impact, this study investigates the conditional 
dependence between income inequality and emissions by applying distributional copula models on 
an unbalanced panel data set of 154 countries from 1960 to 2019. A comparison of high-, middle-, 
and low-income countries contradicts a linear relationship and sheds light on heterogeneous 
dependence structures implying synergies, trade-offs and decoupling between income inequality 
and carbon emissions. Based on the conditional distribution, we can identify determinants 
associated with higher/lower probabilities of a country falling in an area of potential social and 
environmental sustainability.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: The ecology of Economics and our need to recognize that we are 
inherently, Homo ecoherens (ecohering Humankind).

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Stuart McBurney

ABSTRACT: 
Ecological analysis reveals that the conceptual structure of Economics is systemically, ‘ecologically 
illegitimate’. On implementation as part of the functioning of an ecological world therefore, 
Economics is inevitably proving itself to be ecologically ‘unsustainable’. A parallel, underpinning, 
ecological analysis of Homo sapiens’ and more recently, Homo economicus’ long-term attempt to 
‘conceptualise’ life and self, exposes the ‘ecological illegitimacy’ of ‘conceptualisation’s’ very own 
process and hence, the ‘fount’ of Economics’ systemic, conceptual ‘ecological illegitimacy’. 
………………. Human intuition is an inner manifestation of our being part of a sustainable, 
ecohesive world and Universe. An intuitively-informed, residually ‘conceptualising’ future (for 
example, one in which Homo ecoherens embraces an intuitively- informed, ecologically sufficient 
utilization of the Earth’s resources), can democratically ensure the satisfaction of the ecological 
needs of all, ecological human beings ; whilst also securing the sustainability of the Earth’s 
ecosystems, upon which we rely for our well-being and survival. The Covid-19-enforced pause in 
globally unsustainable, economic 'acceleration' constitutes an intellectual, psychological and 
societal 'portal', that offers a glimpse of various facets of ecological sustainability ; through which, 
we must now have the courage to venture.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: THE FUTURE BIOENERGY POTENTIAL OF AUSTRALIA

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Ian Thomas

ABSTRACT: 
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Australia has an area of 7.7 million km2 a large part of which comprises little-used arid and semi-
arid land. The country in world terms has a very stable government and is the sixth largest singly-
managed land mass. It is one of the least populated and least cultivated and therefore has the 
greatest land area available for potential other uses (74.9%). By careful selection of plant species a 
significant area could be set aside to crops in particular, to sustainable fuel crops. Based upon the 
propagation of halophyte ground crops and trees in arid and semi-arid areas, an estimated 6.5% of 
the country (500,000km2) is available without encroaching on other land uses (eg 670,000km2 of 
indigenous protected areas). Halophyte species are salt-tolerant or salt-loving. Many grow naturally 
in Australia and are capable of surviving in desert conditions. They can also be used to 
progressively reclaim the current 57,000km2 of salt-affected agricultural lands which otherwise will 
reach 170,000km2 by 2050. Halophyte propagation does not need irrigation but production would 
increase by using saline/sodic/fresh borewater or reticulated seawater. The modelling work 
described here takes heed of climate, soil type, groundwater availability, coastal proximity, soil 
salinity & sodicity, dryland salinity risk, urban area salinity risk, protected areas, other land uses, 
and precedents created by Argentina and Abu Dhabi. Current sustainable fuel initiatives are 
described such as trial propagation of pongamia and agave in the northern tropics and of 
speargrass, bluegrass, brigalow and buffel grass in the Burdekin and Fitzroy River catchment 
areas. Current production of biofuels, hydroelectricity, solar-voltaic power and wind power is 
addressed as well as the potential for using safe nuclear power in the future. The author concludes 
that Australia has the potential to become one of the world’s largest producers and exporters of 
halophyte-based biofuels. 

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: The German Bioeconomy Strategy – Debunking the Narrative

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Joachim H. Spangenberg

ABSTRACT: 
The German Bioeconomy Strategy – Debunking the Narrative Joachim Spangenberg In January 
2020, the German government published its new Bioeconomy Strategy. It will be promoted 
throughout the country by means of the “Science Year 2020”, an event organised by the Ministry of 
Research and Education, specifically dedicated to the bioeconomy and due to the turbulences of 
the Corona pandemic prolonged for the whole year 2021. The strategy and the planned PR events 
employ a number of narratives to familiarise the public with the issue – the paper will show that 
they are not valid and make promises which can and will not be kept. Surprisingly, the first 
narrative is the one on sustainable development (green, clean and inclusive) – the bioeconomy is 
presented as part of that endeavour. Frequently the need to stay within the planetary boundaries is 
referred to, and the bioeconomy presented as a means of achieving this goal. The SDGs are used 
as a key reference point, however without discussing their social implications. The second 
narrative is the one of green growth, including securing Germany’s export surplus in the future, and 
securing or creating jobs in the export industries (that any more than marginal bioeconomy will 
depend on biomass imports is not discussed). The third one is about more equitable development, 
with new opportunities arising for employment and income in the countryside through the 
investment in the bioeconomy. The final one (a trick rather than a frame) is emphasising 
“technology openness”, i.e. defining objectives without determining the technological means to 
achieve them. The clear purpose is avoiding the mentioning of genetic engineering as a basic 
technology of the bioeconomy.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13
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Title: The global frontlines of the bioeconomy

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Matthias Schmelzer

ABSTRACT: 
The dominant narrative of the ongoing debates on the bioeconomy paints the picture of a future 
economy based on renewable energies and biological resources that will both deliver ‘green’ 
economic growth and enable modern societies to phase out fossil-fuels and build a sustainable 
future. But are these promises of a ‘bio-based’, renewed cycle of accumulation and growth 
warranted? While fossil-fuelled economies run on a constantly accelerating linear throughput of 
extracted fossil resources, bio-based economies rely on materials whose availability is subject to 
biophysical limits and cyclical regenerative processes that cannot be expanded and accelerated at 
will. The transformation towards a bio-based economy offers opportunities for building alternative 
livelihoods. But there are also serious concerns about social and ecological justice in large scale 
bioeconomies: land conflicts, agroindustrial monocultures and the further utilization of nature in 
terms of cost-benefit-analyses are apparent problems. Political conflicts around the (re-)distribution 
of limited resources are likely to intensify. In this session we want to explore and analyse the 
opportunities and risks of an expanding bioeconomy from a degrowth perspective. In particular, we 
critically discuss various conflicts around the bioeconomy from a global justice perspective: These 
conflicts revolve around the ancestral philosophy of Alli kawsay (Buen Vivir) being in conflict with 
mining interests in Ecuador, rural social inequalities in Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil, around semi-
subsistence agriculture in Estonia and around phosphate mining and trade in Piura, Peru.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: The Green New Deal as a progressive way forward to addressing 
climate and sustainability emergencies

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tim Foxon

ABSTRACT: 
Recent political attention in the U.S. and other countries on how to reconcile addressing the 
climate emergencies with meeting social and economic goals has focused on the idea of a Green 
New Deal. Proponents of this idea argue for the value of taking an integrated approach, in which 
climate goals are linked to the need to promote social justice and equity. The Green New Deal 
proposes that large-scale investment programs driven by a goal of rapid decarbonisation are linked 
to measures that create high-quality jobs, promote public ownership stakes and protect vulnerable 
communities. However, Green New Deal proposals have been criticised by mainstream 
economists as being too expensive and likely to lead to negative economic and social impacts, as 
well as by some degrowth advocates for promoting only ‘win-win’ solutions and so avoiding serious 
critique of existing economic structures and systems. This paper addresses both critiques. It 
argues that the Green New Deal is affordable and will be widely beneficial, drawing on recent 
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analysis from different economic and sustainability perspectives. It further argues that, by explicitly 
integrating social justice goals into a programme for tackling the climate emergency, a Green New 
Deal can provide a stepping stone to a more radical transformation of economic systems. The 
paper concludes by arguing that a Green New Deal-type proposal is likely to be needed to gain 
democratic legitimacy for action to address the climate and sustainability emergencies, in a way 
that can be implemented by mainstream progressive political parties in industrialised countries.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: The health crisis and the economic program of the Bolsonaro 
government

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Antonio Mota Filho

ABSTRACT: 
In an editorial published in October 2020, the British scientific journal The Lancet described the 
health crisis generated by Covid-19 as a "syndemic". The developments of this syndemic in Brazil 
show the perverse way in which economic and social elements interact with the health issue. This 
paper aims to analyze the Bolsonaro government's reaction to the health crisis in Brazil, 
particularly the measures adopted in the economic field. A double movement of the Bolsonaro 
government is identified. On the one hand, the federal government approved an emergency 
financial aid, which allowed about 67 million Brazilians to maintain some kind of income during the 
year 2020. On the other, the health crisis has been used as a pretext to deepen structural 
transformations in the Brazilian economy, such as changes in labour and environmental law and 
the carrying out of privatisations. The article is divided into five sections: an introduction, which 
contextualizes the situation of the Brazilian economy at the beginning of the current health crisis; 
discussions on emergency financial aid; "structural reforms" during the health crisis; economic 
alternatives; and the conclusion. It is argued that, in seeking the resumption of growth in the face of 
the worsening of syndemic in the country, the economic programme of the Bolsonaro government 
has taken the form of a "necroeconomics". Keywords: Syndemic; Covid-19; Brazil; economic 
growth.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 10

Title: The impact of changing GDP accounting conventions on evidence 
for decoupling and ‘green growth’

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Gregor Semieniuk

ABSTRACT: 
Global energy scenarios [1] consistent with the goals of the Paris Agreement project either a slow 
growth in global final energy demand (0 to 1%/year) over the next half-century, or absolute 
reductions in energy demand (0 to -1%/year). These projections reflect anticipated improvements 
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in energy efficiency throughout the global economy, but which represent a radical departure from 
historical trends. For example, global final energy demand grew at around 2.0%/year since 1970 
[2], with no evidence of any slowdown. While a handful of countries have managed to grow their 
economy while reducing energy demand, they have only achieved this over short time periods, and 
partly through offshoring heavy industry. This close coupling between energy consumption and 
GDP requires explanation, and the expectations of an immediate and radical break from this 
coupling require strong justification. This paper explores one possible explanation for the historical 
coupling: the presence of large, economy-wide rebound effects from improved energy efficiency. 
We review the evidence on economy-wide rebound effects and explore whether and how the 
models used to produce global energy scenarios incorporate these effects. Relevance to 
conference: This paper [3] is most relevant to the Low Carbon and low energy theme, but also the 
production and conservation of energy themes of the conference. Methodology: The review has 
four components. First, we compare the historical trends in global final energy demand and energy 
intensity with those projected within a selection of global energy scenarios from the IPCC and other 
organisations. Second, we clarify the different definitions of energy efficiency and the different 
mechanisms contributing to economy-wide rebound effects. Third, we review 33 empirically-based 
(mainly computable general equilibrium (CGE)) studies which assess economy-wide rebound 
effects - identifying their specification of energy efficiency improvements, the range of results and 
the mechanisms contributing to those results. Fourth, we explore how the Integrated Assessment 
Models (IAMs) used by the IPCC and the global energy models used by other organisations 
simulate energy efficiency improvements, and whether and how they capture the different 
mechanisms contributing to rebound effects. Finally, we integrate the findings and highlight their 
implications. Results: Our review demonstrates the methodological diversity of the economy-wide 
rebound literature, the variety of approaches to simulating improved energy efficiency, the 
differences in the mechanisms captured and the sensitivity of the results to key assumptions. 
However, the most important finding is that the empirical studies consistently estimate large 
economy-wide rebound effects, with over half the surveyed studies providing baseline estimates of 
~50% or more and several estimating ~100% rebound or even higher. This evidence suggests that 
economy-wide rebound effects typically erode around half of the energy savings from cost-effective 
energy efficiency improvements. Our review of global energy models suggests they fail to capture 
many of the mechanisms contributing to these effects – largely because their economic models are 
highly simplified – though rising energy prices in these scenarios may mitigate those effects. 
Conclusions and implications: We find that: first, economy-wide rebound effects erode around half 
the potential energy savings from improved energy efficiency; second, the models used by the 
IPCC and others may take insufficient account of these rebound effects; and third, the resulting 
scenarios may therefore underestimate the future rate of growth of global energy demand. Key 
implications for Paris are 1. Emissions targets may be more difficult to reach; 2. Energy rebound 
needs to be better included in models and policy; 3. Other policy levers may need to work harder – 
such as renewables, carbon sequestration, energy sufficiency and economic degrowth. Key words: 
Energy efficiency; energy rebound; decoupling; energy policy; Paris Agreement

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: the myth of free will and psycho-cognitive barriers to societal 
change

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: William Rees

ABSTRACT: 
H. sapiens is an evolved species. For most of human evolutionary history, we lived in small groups, 
encountered relatively few other people and inhabited limited home ranges. The biophysical 
environment, cultural myths, social norms and 'technologies' of one's tribe at time of birth would be 
essentially unchanged at time of death. This relatively simple "environment" shaped the evolution 
of the human central nervous system and associated instinctive and emotional capacities. Modern 
humans retain this ancient neuro-cognitive endowment. We are ill-equipped to understand, let 
alone control the multiple, overlapping, global-scale complex and rapidly-changing systems that 
dominate life today. While humans are are possessed of high intelligence, including the capacities 
for logical analysis and the ability to plan ahead, these attributes are 'late arrivals' on the 
evolutionary scene. H. sapiens is not primarily a rational species. Our responses to climate 
change, plunging biodiversity, land/soil degradation, etc., including the threat of civilizational 
collapse, are dominated by instinctive and emotional responses. Neuro-cognitive mechanisms that 
were once highly adaptive have become disadvantageous in the environment techno-industrial 
humans themselves have created. These factors undermine coherent collective responses and 
much needed rational long-term planning in the face of global change, including (perhaps 
particularly) the degrowth movement. 

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: The need to embrace uncertainty for Degrowth’s counter-
hegemony – Observing organisational systems from a Degrowth 
perspective

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ben Robra

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth has significant implications for economic organisations. Yet, capitalist economic 
organisations (such as businesses and firms) are incompatible with degrowth. A focus on 
alternative economic organisations is therefore vital for a degrowth transformation. However, 
organisations are still underresearched in the context of degrowth and require a political economic 
lens. The paper aims to understand what economic organisations (when aligned with degrowth’s 
counter-hegemony) face in a capitalist system environment. Therefore, this paper analytically 
combines Gramsci’s conceptualisation of hegemony, with Luhmann’s functionally differentiated 
theory on social systems to create a novel view on organisations as social systems. Degrowth’s 
counter-hegemony is taken as a paradigmatic departure point to view economic organisations 
through the lens of social systems theory. The paper creates its own unique analytical language to 
observe organisations. Organisations as social systems face uncertainty of systemic reproduction 
and create structures to reduce uncertainty. Paradoxically, the paper shows that organisational 
systems aligned with degrowth need to actively embrace uncertainty to help achieve a degrowth 
transformation. This is particularly problematic for economic organisations. The paper therefore 
identifies that legal structures, universal basic income/services, as well as organisational networks 
as areas that the degrowth discourse can focus on to help reduce the uncertainty organisations 
face when aligning with degrowth. Degrowth as a discourse and its proponents must similarly also 
embrace uncertainties to help the degrowth transformation become reality.
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Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5

Title: The plural value of water in a post-growth context: A perspective 
from Cusco, Peru

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Miguel Augusto Mendoza Fuentes

ABSTRACT: 
Peruvian environmental policy has been seen under the guidelines of neoliberal model, which is 
been implemented since the 90s. This have promoted economic growth, mainly through extractive 
activities, as only development alternative. In the last decade, the Vilcanota river basin, in the 
Cuzco region, has shown high water vulnerability due to climate change and anthropic pressures 
of the economic model. Peruvian legislation on water resources recognizes three types of value for 
water (economic, ecological and social), however its environmental authority only has established 
mechanisms that only validate monetary values, and support environmental governance only 
based on cost-benefit analysis. The main goal of this research is to recognize the plurality of water 
values to integrate them into the management of the diversity of hydric ecosystems in the area. 
Through use of methodologies and grammars, both of environmental economics and ecological 
economics, it was proposed to work on these values recognizing water as part of the hydrosocial 
cycle. Through the contingent valuation estimated in money and time, the study of the hydrosocial 
metabolism, and the social attribution by population activity, a multicriterial matrix is developed to 
evaluate plurality of water values in the Vilcanota river basin. This matrix was socialized with 
drivers of water governance of Vilcanota river basin, to promote and validate the use of 
methodologies and grammars, from the ecological economics, in environmental policy. In 
summary, this research contributes to the science-policy interface, (i) integrating pluralism in the 
practice of water valuation, and (ii) helping to strengthen the development of non-monetary 
valuation methods.

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 6

Title: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF FOREST GOVERNANCE, FOREST 
SECTOR REFORMS AND THEIR OUTCOMES IN EAST AFRICA

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jon Geir Petursson

ABSTRACT: 
Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania have recently entered reforms of their forest sector resulting in major 
changes and transformations in policies, institutional design, organizational structures and with 
significant impacts on land and forest resources. The forest reforms entered as a part of broader 
governance reforms undertaken in Africa in the 1990s, partly driven by hegemonic global actors 
and then funded and kept running by multiple donors under diverse conditionalities. Reforms 
followed similar paths in the three countries, initiated in Uganda. Many objectives of the reforms to 
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stipulate sustainable forestry, reduce deforestation and advance delivery of multiple ecosystem 
services from the forest estate, however, have not materialized. The forest sector encompasses a 
nation’s forest resources, the environmental services they deliver, as well as the multiple 
institutions and organizations necessary for their governance. States allocate their forest estate 
into various governance systems, often shaped and defined by institutional structures such as 
property rights to land and policy objectives. Such governance systems are comprehensive 
systems of actors and their powers, institutions and forest resources and their interactions define 
and shape performance and outcomes. The study performs a comparative analysis of the main 
forest governance systems in East Africa. It analyses multiple political and institutional factors that 
have contributed to their outcomes and identifies weaknesses to counter multiple environmental 
changes and societal drivers impacting the forest sector, despite its recent reforms. If current 
forest, environment and development policies in East Africa are going to materialize, the forest 
sector needs multiple changes to improve its governance.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: The potential contribution of post-growth instruments to resource 
conservation

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Bettina Bahn-Walkowiak

ABSTRACT: 
The paper is based on a study for the German Federal Environment Agency, investigating the 
contribution of the post-growth and degrowth discourse to resource conservation, both in terms of 
conceptual design and instrumentation. The central questions of the study are (a) to what extent 
the approaches and instruments proposed in the post-growth and degrowth discourse contribute to 
resource conservation, and (b) how and in what way they can be applied in the context of 
governmental resource conservation policies. Based on a broad research of pertinent literature, a 
number of instruments was identified, selected and analysed with regard to possible and expected 
resource conservation effects, whereby both "classical" economic instruments (e.g., eco-taxes, 
value added taxes, land value taxes) as well as prominent proposals were taken up from the 
degrowth and post-growth discourse (e.g., commons-based decentral production, working time 
reductions, regional currencies). Despite a striking limited empirical evidence, indicating a clear 
future research demand, a second task was to seize the policy core of those proposals and 
compile a suitable policy mix for resource conservation contributing to a German post-growth path. 
Exemplary individual instruments / approaches were discussed in depth, an ideal and practicable 
policy mix was developed and a potential transition process outlined. Central goal of the study was 
to support the directional safety of resource conservation policies (in particular, the German 
Resource Efficiency Programme) and, at the same time, to further develop approaches proposed 
in the post-growth and degrowth discourse in an action-oriented manner.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5
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Title: The power of the ancestral philosophy of Alli kawsay (Buen Vivir) 
in the indigenous movements of Colombia - Ecuador vs. the exclusion 
by the big mining development, contribution to the Rights of Mother 
Nature from the global south

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Eduardo Erazo Acosta 

ABSTRACT: 
The purpose of this research is to present the urgency of listening to indigenous epistemologies of 
Sumak Kawsay (in kichwa language: Buen vivir-Good Living) and also to accompany the 
care/defense of the biodiversity-rich indigenous territories of the Andean region. As a research 
question: How is the anthropocene affecting the indigenous territories and with it the threats of the 
epistemologies of the Sumak Kawsay/Buen vivir? This ethnographic research has been carried in 
the last 7 years, in Republics of Colombia and Ecuador, in Indigenous Regional Council of Cauca 
CRIC, and The Indigenous Confederation of Ecuador CONAIE. Theoretical references: 
epistemology of indigenous communities, indigenous intellectuals. The anthropocene affects 
considerably the species of flora and fauna, the glaciers, water reserves, páramos understood as 
places where the water is born for the species. With it the territories Pan Amazonas region of 
native communities are strongly affected in their cosmovision to know. Due to its high impact in 
high mountain areas, climate change affects the melting of glaciers, strong droughts, seasonal 
changes for food production, water shortages and with this the displacement of animals and 
indigenous people and with it affects their traditions and cosmovisions due to geographical 
relocation and spatial - socio-cultural changes. Ethnographic work is used: interviews, participant 
observation, and documentary analysis. Key to comment how from the epistemologies, their 
spirituality's, indigenous cosmovision, the elders (grandparents and grandmothers) announce that 
if there is no respect for the species on earth comes catastrophe, which from modern science is 
already evident. This is considered from the Decolonial theory as an alternative to development or 
alternative development, based on the epistemological basis of the indigenous movement, the 
basis of current governments/states. Without a doubt the Sumak Kawsay is difficult to implement or 
live in praxis in the midst of individualistic societies with accelerated urban growth or in societies 
structured in fossil fuels, in addition to the radical reactionary anti-movement indigenous right that 
watches over environmental care. The Sumak Kawsay is part of the alternatives to the 
development taken care of from the indigenous cosmovision the dimensions: cosmovision, solidary 
economies, own right, own health, own education as alternatives with strong spiritual base of 
respect to the mother earth. The Sumak Kawsay as an epistemology of respect for life, is linked to 
"The Rights of Nature" already included in articles 70 to 74 of the Political Constitution of the 
Republic of Ecuador in 2008.In the midst of the great destruction by mining and resource extraction 
at a global level, indigenous communities are more affected because it is precisely in 
territories//species where there is mineral wealth that great mining increases, putting at greater risk 
the animal and plant species that live in indigenous territories, as well as the ancestral 
knowledge/indigenous worldview is threatened. In this way, when indigenous communities defend 
Mother Nature (Pachamama) politically, they also take care of the biological chain in terms of 
wealth and biodiversity or geostrategic areas, life reserves at a global level.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13
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Title: The privatization, commodification and commercialization of 
nature – payments for ecosystem services as a neoliberal conservation 
instrument?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Josef Kaiser

ABSTRACT: 
The novel economic conservation instrument of payments for ecosystems services (PES) enjoys 
an increasing popularity among scientists, politicians and civil society organizations alike, while 
others raise concerns regarding the ecological effectiveness and social justice of this instrument. 
PES programs aim at protecting nature by using positive economic incentives for ecosystem 
services (ES) providers. PES conceptualizations vary across the literature (Sattler and Matzdorf 
2013), reaching from a Coasean conceptualization (Wunder 2005), which describes PES as 
conditional and voluntary private negotiations between ES providers and ES beneficiaries, to a 
much broader Pigouvian view that assigns also government-funded and involuntary schemes to 
the PES approach (for example Muradian et al. 2010). Most PES are distributed to private ES 
providers rather than to communities, which pushes privatization trends (Vatn 2010). Furthermore, 
the focus on the conditional provision of specific, quantifiable ES potentially supports the 
commodification and commercialization of nature (Gómez-Baggethun et al. 2010, Gómez-
Baggethun and Ruiz-Pérez 2010). Yet, the critique on this conservation approach is manifold and 
assigns to different disciplines and schools of thought such as Ecological Economics, Political 
Ecology or degrowth. For example, scholars criticize the veiling of the existing value plurality by 
focusing on monetary exchange values, which leads to a dangerous simplification of the 
understanding of ecosystem functions (Norgaard 2010, Vatn 2010, Kallis et al. 2013, Muniz and 
Cruz 2015). Furthermore, social concerns are raised. For example, it is stated that the neoliberal 
character of PES reinforces inequalities due to the underlying capitalistic logics and power 
structures, which might lead to a lack of participation of local people, with some even losing the 
access to resources (Corbera 2012, Martínez-Alier 2014, Matheus 2018). Thus, the role of land 
tenure and privatizations is central to the PES debate. However, the variety of existing PES 
definitions makes it difficult to evaluate how market-based PES are in practice – and thus, how 
strongly privatization-, commodification- and commercialization tendencies are reinforced. 
Therefore, this paper presentation, which is based on a master thesis, aims at tackling the 
question, whether PES can be viewed as conservation tool that is embedded in a neoliberal 
hegemony, which is strongly related to the growth dependence of our current economic system. 
This question will be approached as follows: Firstly, the logic behind PES will be introduced and, 
based on the results of a systematic literature review, an overview of the diversity of PES 
understandings is given. Secondly, based on a second review, a systematization of existing critique 
on PES programs will be presented, focusing also on the diverging views of degrowth proponents. 
Thirdly, the critique will be evaluated against the background of different PES definitions and the 
variety of the implemented PES designs in practice all around the world, thereby highlighting some 
exemplary cases being worthy of discussion in particular. In conclusion, a connection with the 
commons debate will be drawn. Generally, ES and their providing ecosystems are difficult to 
privatize, because ES are an often ‘uncooperative commodity’ due to its public good or open 
access character (Bakker 2003). Yet, Elinor Ostrom described in her publication “Governing the 
Commons” (1990) how commons have been successfully managed for centuries. Particularly, she 
highlights the advantages of interlaced and complex local governmental systems that allow for a 
direct participation and cooperation of citizens instead of centralized state interventions or 
privatizations of commons. However, three decades after her publication private property rights are 
even more popular in the debate about environmental policy instruments. Nevertheless, there 
seems to be great potential in linking local common property rights with global funding schemes 
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instead of promoting market tools at all levels (Farley and Costanza 2010). Therefore, a specific 
focus will be put on ES providing land that is commonly used by a community, while connecting 
such settings with so-called collective PES programs aiming at incentivizing the protection of ES 
for communities (Muradian 2013, Hayes et al. 2017, Hayes et al. 2019). Such collective PES 
schemes provide a promising opportunity for successful nature conservation while being perhaps 
less dependent on privatizations as well as on the commodification and commercialization of ES. 
Summarizing, this individual paper presentation aims at connecting the debates around nature 
conservation with discussions addressing the increasing privatization, commodification and 
commercialization tendencies in the different spheres of life all around the world, taking PES as 
illustrative example

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: The Promise of All Things Green: The Construction of 
Sustainability and Feasibility of Biomass Use in the Political Project of 
the German Bioeconomy

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Miriam Boyer & Sarah Hackfort

ABSTRACT: 

Biomass is the primary material basis of the bioeconomy. It is also its discursive basis,
which is renewable and therefore presented as sustainable. However, a large
body of academic and non-academic literature has questioned the sustainability and
feasibility of increased biomass use in the bioeconomy, citing both, the partial
availability of adequate biomass potential calculations, as well as the negative socioecological
aspects of increased biomass use. Given this contradiction, we ask how the
dominant discourse on biomass nevertheless successfully maintains an image of
feasibility and sustainability regarding increase biomass use. Through an analysis
based on ideology critique, we look at the broad field of biomass policy in Germany,
including official bioeconomy strategies and biomass potential calculations, expert
portrayals of biomass use in the bioeconomy-themed Year of Science, and iconic
biomass-based commodity, dandelion-based bicycle and automobile tires. We identify
four central ideological strategies that uphold such an image and also contribute to
political consent for the political project of the German bioeconomy. In particular, we
identify the abstraction from nature as an ideological strategy that has received less
attention in the context of analyzing how ‘green’ political projects are constructed.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: The remineralization of Europe

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Maria Jesus Beltran Muñoz

ABSTRACT: 
The growing worldwide demand for minerals and the weakness of Europe in the international 
markets, motivate the European Union to promote different initiatives, such as the Raw Material 
Initiative (2008), clearly aimed at promoting mineral production. Despite the enormous political, 
economic, social and environmental challenges involved, the implementation of this directive 
served as an umbrella for a long series of "National mining strategies" that have promoted the 
"remineralization" of the Old Continent. However, this process, especially after the Great 
Recession, was not uniform, and the areas of exploitation were mostly spread around the 
periphery of the continent. The intense recovery of the sector also gave rise to strong social 
tensions. The investigation of the Iberian pyrite belt (southern Iberian Peninsula) is particularly 
interesting in this context, being the main Spanish copper production site. This article analyses first 
the institutional framework that promoted the remineralization of Europe. The resurgence of mining 
in the countries of the European periphery will coincide with anti-mining resistance movements that 
are examined in the second section. Finally, in the third section, one of these cases is carefully 
analyzed, the one that affects the largest open-pit copper mine in Europe, Cobre-Las Cruces, in 
the Iberian Pyrite Belt.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: The reorganization of agriculture during degrowth requires a 
systemic knowledge of its evolution along with human history

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Enrique Ortega 

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: The role of geography/space in conceptualisations and practices 
of degrowth

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Andrea Winiger

ABSTRACT: 
In recent years, scholarly interest in degrowth has increasingly taken up the role of geography and 
space. A number of scholars have started to address this, for example, through writings that 
highlight the role of geography at large, but also specifically the role of cities, regions and 
communities of practice (Donald & Gray, 2019; Gibbs & O’Neill, 2017; Schmid, 2019; Schulz & 
Bailey, 2014). Yet, to date, there is a lack in genuine spatial theorizing on degrowth and 
transformation. It is not clear how for example alternative economic practices at the 
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local/community level can be upscaled from being in a niche to mainstream adoption. In addition, 
processes and strategies of degrowth have not been sufficiently differentiated according their 
different geographic contexts (urban vs. rural, core vs. periphery, etc.). Furthermore, there is a 
large gap of knowledge about how local and regional development and planning policies can and 
should be adapted for degrowth. It is, however, clear that building alternative livelihoods in the 
context of degrowth requires a sophisticated understanding of the role of geography and space. 
Such an understanding is emerging in various disciplines such as geography, regional studies, 
urban studies, urban and regional planning and we would like to invite papers that address issues 
of conceptualizations and practices of degrowth in a spatial context. Possible topics include: • 
Degrowth strategies in different geographic contexts (growing vs. shrinking regions, urban vs. rural 
regions) • Questions of scale and `upscaling` • The role regional development and local planning 
policies • The role of sub-national government entities in transition • Community-led and grassroots 
organizations and their geographic context • Geographic conceptualizations of transition process 
and practices • Challenges and opportunities of degrowth for peripheries (rural, mountain, urban 
peripheries) • The role of economic actors such as associations, enterprises, entrepreneurs at the 
local/regional level • The role of social innovations in degrowth and their relationship to 
geography/space • Alternative economic practices and lifestyles in geographic context (slow, 
sufficient, etc.)

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: The Scottish Degrowth Commission: work, livelihoods and a ‘just 
transition’

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Svenja Meyerricks and Ewan Mackenzi

ABSTRACT: 
More detail here https://docs.google.com/document/d/11xOBsHS7AFIH20mtv5r-
GKAzW2p8ixfi5ofXVnjdZZs/edit?usp=sharing. Our Proposal: ‘The Scottish Degrowth Commission’ 
is a panel discussion to explore how degrowth ideas and practices can influence ideas to restore 
people’s work and livelihoods in Scotland in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic and its 
economic fallout.

 The concept of ‘just recovery’, used by climate justice campaigns in relation to the pandemic and 
its aftermath, is useful when considering ways forward to restore and reconfigure people’s 
livelihoods by redistributing work and shifting industries towards those compatible with ecological 
restoration and zero carbon practices. Scotland’s political and social landscape differs significantly 
from the rest of the UK: constitutional issues, (in particular the heterogenous pro-independence 
campaign in the run-up to the referendum in 2014) have stood in contrast to the UK Government’s 
austerity policies that have been further increasing the already high levels of inequality in Scotland. 
Climate change has risen to the forefront of social and environmental topics for campaign groups 
over the past year, and the Scottish Government has declared a climate emergency and 
environmental and social organisations are currently gearing up for a counter-summit to the 
planned COP26 summit in Glasgow in 2021. In Scotland’s social and political landscape, there 
could be more scope for a just recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic and its economic fall out than 
in a UK-wide context, but there is work to be done: much of the independence discourse is still 
dominated by a pro-growth agenda. This is a unique point in time to inquire into degrowth and 
ecological economics in relation to economic and social recovery in Scotland.
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 Our session aims to take stock of existing conversations, and also will turn up the dial around 
degrowth in Scotland by stimulating new conversation and debate. About Enough! Scotland: 
Enough! Scotland are a collective who are connected into different forms of activism and social 
change have been developing project ideas in response to the frames of Degrowth and Deep 
Adaptation. Through our various strands of work, we seek to strategically build relationships with 
and between groups and individuals who are explicitly challenging and exploring alternatives to 
capitalism, focused on issues of equity and oppression and/or who are environmentally focused in 
order to help demonstrate and make as visible as possible the interconnected nature of all these 
challenges. You can read more about us on our website.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 2

Title: The self-managed indigenous nations in the Peruvian Amazon as a 
path to sustainability

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Raquel Neyra

ABSTRACT: 
Socio-environmental conflicts are multiplying exponentially across the world, both in the North and 
in the South, caused by changes in social metabolism. Conflicts highlight different valuation 
languages and visions of society, and question the power relations between companies, 
governments and society. However, resistance against megaprojects, environmental impacts and 
territorial politics sometimes turns into an opportunity for socio-ecological transformations at 
different levels. Among others, emerging trends of reclaiming forms of autonomy, sovereignty, or 
self-government, are examples that deserve to be researched upon and understood in their 
complexity. Some indigenous Amazonian peoples in Peru seek the integral titling demarcation of 
their territory with the objective of declaring themselves and establishing a nation. This way they 
can defend themselves against the violation and contamination of their territory by extractive 
activities, demand prior consultation and preserve their integrity. Few of these nations have been 
recognized and have developed concrete management and land planning proposals, educational 
plans, health proposals. But they encounter many problems with the national government. We will 
see to what extent an indigenous people could advance in the recognition, delimitation and 
preservation of their nation, their culture and their way of life under their buen vivir vision; we will 
analyse if the proposal of territorial self-government constitutes a true alternative, how they 
conceive the relations within the community, how economics is managed, how they can interact 
with the neighbourhood and what they can do to go forwards. Keywords: self-governance, territory, 
Amazonia, indigenous people, mapping

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: The Underexplored Narratives of Rural Livelihoods in Southeast 
Asia

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: ANANEZA ABAN

ABSTRACT: 
Southeast Asia confronts a situation where the democratic space for dissent, and to demand 
accountability from governments have been shrinking. But rural grassroots communities create 
their own ways of working together in defense of this space. Their foundation is their alternative 
practices emerging from resistance and solidarity that is deeply-rooted in their culture and history. 
This study stresses the many capacities of rural livelihoods to advance a kind of development that 
challenges the mainstream and dominant narrative that uses the logic of economics and market. 
This discusses particular cases in Indonesia and Timor Leste as local initiatives promoting not only 
their own well-being, but rather the common good of humanity which Houtart (2011) profoundly 
explained. Not known to many, the province of Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT), a significant part of the 
dry zones in the easternmost part of Indonesia, hosts a well-grounded and powerful community-led 
food movement that aims to bring into fore neglected traditional knowledge and sustainable 
practices. The key is the resurgence of sorghum. In post-conflict Timorese agrarian societies, local 
farmers regenerate the tara bandu, an ancient customary practice being observed to preserve their 
gains in the struggle for independence and land, pending a national agrarian policy that will protect 
their communal rights and land tenure. Beyond the performance of a sacred ceremony lies the 
potential of this cultural practice and the strength of the symbol, for effective community decision-
making, collective action, and enforcement system

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: The Viable Economy ... and Society

Session type: Book Pres

Submitter: James Vandeventer & Mark H Burton

ABSTRACT: 
Our publication, "The Viable Economy ... and Society" is a near book length pamphlet aimed at the 
general interested reader who is concerned about the dangers we face from the current unviable 
economic system and who would like to explore an approach that integrates economic, social and 
ecological well-being. It is a revision, some 60% longer, of our Viable Economy pamphlet from 
2014, thoroughly revised and updated with additional diagrams, explanations, references and with 
two new sections on Care and Caring and the Built Environment. In this session, we will talk about 
the choice of title, the process of writing and revising it, its reception and dissemination. We'll also 
include discussion about the choices we've made regrading what to emphasise and how to frame 
issues (for example the use of the underlying frameworks of ecological economics, post-
development, permaculture, Marxist and feminist critique of political economy and so on. We aim 
to make the session participative, learning from comrades' experiences in communicating 
degrowth and related ideas in a cohesive and accessible way.

Day: 5th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 4

273



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Title: Thinking about agroecological economics: a study on Japan's 
satoyama revitalisation movement

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Mariko Obari

ABSTRACT: 
Agroecology is often researched as a tool for collective action and as a framework for policy design 
to improve indigenous livelihoods. Given climate change and unprecedented levels of 
environmental degradation, agroecologists worry about the global state of agriculture and food 
supply. These crises can be still averted if agroecological thinking is adopted and made 
mainstream in the global management of sustainable food systems. This research examines the 
dissemination of agroecological knowledge through NGO networks that constitute the global 
agroecological movement. On the basis of selected case studies approached ethnographically, I 
discuss the significance of agroecological thought for sustainable development, placing 
agroecology in conversation with anthropological analysis of ecological systems. By paying special 
attention to works that discuss agriculture in terms of ecological knowledge, I provide an 
anthropological interpretation of how the concept of agroecology has evolved over time. I 
incorporate my Japanese cultural knowledge to examine the concept of satoyama, which can be 
considered a synonym for agroecology in Japanese. The restoration of satoyama is becoming 
increasingly popular in aspiration for members of the public in Japan, where various projects not 
only heal the damaged landscapes, but also act as retreats for discouraged people who are tired of 
their urban lifestyles. Japanese books concerning sustainable farming and non-urban lifestyles are 
currently selling well online, as attested by the interest of many of my Japanese peers. I then 
discuss how agroecology is practiced and interpreted as a form of green economy in Japan.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6

Title: Thinking our way through crisis

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Ben Gallant

ABSTRACT: 
In this session, we invite attendees to reflect upon connections between the political and academic 
motives for their research. The aim of the session is for ecological economics and degrowth as 
research communities to be better able to articulate how differing political beliefs inform our 
research. By doing so, we hope to bridge divides within these communities and potentially to 
identify more effective pathways to change. In her book on the methodologies of macroeconomics 
Sheila Dow (1985) defines the concept of mode of thought as the way in which ‘arguments (or 
theories) are constructed and presented, how we attempt to convince each other of the validity or 
truth of our arguments’ (p. 11). Distinct from epistemology or ontology, mode of thought enters the 
research process prior to choosing methodology. Therefore, the intended audience of a piece of 
research will have a significant effect on the researcher’s mode of thought and consequently their 
method (process of conducting research), methodology (understanding of how to conduct 
research) and even their epistemology (theory of how knowledge is created). Ecological economics 
and degrowth as a disciplines has developed around a commitment to addressing particular 
environmental and social problems (Røpke, 2004; Sandberg, Klockars, & Wilén, 2019), as such, 
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research is conducted with an explicit objective in mind. The growing urgency and severity of the 
current ecological crisis drives researchers to consider the political implications of their outputs and 
consider how their research can be most impactful. By targeting a particular audience, a 
researcher is led towards adopting a particular mode of thought. For example, a researcher 
seeking to provide evidence to activist communities will likely construct arguments and theories in 
a different way than a researcher seeking to persuade policy makers. There is a semi-hidden 
divide in the ecological economic and degrowth communities. Researchers who seek to influence 
policy makers, activists, public discourse and academic economics all approach their research with 
subtly different modes of thought. In order to fully understand another researcher’s work, it is 
necessary to develop an appreciation of how it has been shaped by their specific mode of thought. 
While the ecological economics literature acknowledges that normative considerations frame our 
thinking (Costanza, 2001; Sandberg et al., 2019), it is rare for researchers to explicitly state these 
considerations when presenting their work. It is our belief that being able to clearly articulate our 
modes of thought can help bridge gaps within the community and foster productive discussions 
between researchers with opposing theories of how to affect political change. The session will 
open with a short period of reflection on our individual beliefs about how political change happens, 
and how this effects our work as ecological economists and degrowth researchers. The facilitators 
will then lead a roundtable discussion on the ways in which different theories of political change 
enter, shape and constrain our methods and methodologies. In bringing to light the role of modes 
of thought in their research projects, we hope to enable attendees to gain a greater insight into the 
motivations behind their own and each other’s research agendas. Epistemology and Ontology in a 
Time of Crisis - sub-theme at the joint conference between the International Degrowth Research 
Network and the International Society for Ecological Economics in Manchester 2020 While this 
session focuses on the nature and context of research, we encourage both academics and non-
academics to attend and share their perspectives on this issue. References: Costanza, R. (2001). 
Visions, values, valuation, and the need for an ecological economics. Bioscience, 51(6), 459–468. 
Retrieved from https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/51/6/459/240644 Dow, S. C. (1985). 
Macroeconomic Thought. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Ltd. Røpke, I. (2004). The early history of 
modern ecological economics. Ecological Economics, 50(3–4), 293–314. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2004.02.012 Sandberg, M., Klockars, K., & Wilén, K. (2019). 
Green growth or degrowth? Assessing the normative justifications for environmental sustainability 
and economic growth through critical social theory. Journal of Cleaner Production. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2018.0 An introduction will be given by Anastasia Loukianov In the 
wealthy societies of Europe, North America, and Australasia, existing understandings of the good 
life are simultaneously increasingly recognised to be unsustainable and unfair, and supportive of 
embodied and habitual experiences of well living. Bringing about fairer and more sustainable 
futures demands more than technological fixes and invites a rethinking of the meaning of living well 
and of normal standards of living. As researchers, we find ourselves in the position of having to 
critique ways of living that we may partake in and may enjoy, without hypocrisy or condescension. 
Critics of the postmodern approach to critique have increasingly challenged its negativity and 
patronising tendencies, as well as pointed out its demoralising relativism. We argue that these 
challenges are particularly salient in research on living well in high impact societies and consider 
the potentials and weaknesses of phenomenological hermeneutics as a research framework 
enabling empathetic and constructive critique. Leaning on the example of a filmmaking project on 
meanings of the good life with young people living in England, we reflect on how phenomenological 
hermeneutics supported us in critiquing sociocultural understandings rather than the young people 
using them, acknowledging the moral underpinnings of our work, and promoting alternative positive 
visions for living well. Concurrently, we acknowledge that our competence in the sociological craft 
does not grant us superior moral expertise and present research as a learned practice which elicits 
particularly oriented understandings of the world. We conclude by considering democratic 
approaches to the challenge of redefining what it means to live well. Keywords: good life; 
sustainable futures; critique; phenomenological hermeneutics Anastasia Loukianov Research 
Fellow Centre for Understanding Sustainable Prosperity (CUSP) University of Surrey England
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Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Thinking postcapitalism from postsocialism: contributions from 
the engagement with agricultural cooperatives in Kyrgyzstan

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ottavia Cima

ABSTRACT: 
The ecological, financial and health crises that have characterised this millennium until the present 
day have made dramatically clear that the current economic system (usually defined as capitalism) 
cannot and should not last long. Activists and scholars have increasingly turned to the notion of 
postcapitalism not only to imagine alternative futures but also to acknowledge already existing 
alternative presents by displacing capitalism’s hegemonic role as the main signifier of all economic 
(but also social, political and cultural) activity. These reflections are heavily indebted to indigenous 
knowledges and theorising from the Global South, which are questioning common understandings 
of economic and social development and de-centering the places of knowledge production. In all 
this, however, experiences from ex-socialist countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the 
Former Soviet Union – or from “postsocialism” – have remained marginal. In this paper I argue that 
these experiences can represent an equally valid and indeed necessary source of inspiration. On 
the base of a long-term ethnographic engagement with agricultural cooperatives in Kyrgyzstan, I 
suggest that thinking postcapitalism from postsocialism allows to refine our understanding of 
processes of multiple othering at multiple scales, of teleological visions of development and 
modernity and of the temporalities linked to them. It invites in particular to draw our attention on the 
specific symbolic, affective and material consequences of such processes and visions.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Till the Land, Defend the Land

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Jose Monfred Sy

ABSTRACT: 
As neoliberal capitalism extends the market to all areas of life, indigenous peoples (IPs) around the 
world continue to be sequestered to the fringes of society. IP communities remain subjected to land 
grabbing, resource dispossession, forced removal or relocation, and socio-cultural denial despite 
the presence of international instruments touted to protect IP rights. However, for centuries, IPs 
have practiced alternative strategies that expose, interrogate, and resist these challenges and the 
socio-political structures that fuel them. In the Philippines, the alternative tribal schools for the 
Lumad exemplify how IPs can pave their way to their own definition of development that counters 
that of the state and the private sector. Responding to the shortfall of state services, the Lumad, 
with the support of academic, religious, and civil society organizations, established schools that 
allow students to recognize their potential as shapers of their own lives and future. From a reflexive 
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position of a teacher at a makeshift school for displaced Lumad children, I wish to delve into the 
critical dimensions of agrarian education and practices in alternative tribal schools. Their 
curriculum, as an alternative to mainstream education, hinges on agriculture; the academic content 
of other subjects is attached to the scientific and political contours of small-scale organic farming. 
Reading through the syncretized lens of pedagogy and ecology, the study shall describe how an 
alternative tribal school imagines farming and its relation to an ecologically sustainable future. By 
collating official school documents, textbooks and reading materials, interviews, and other oral and 
print texts produced by and about these schools, I seek to delineate the school’s agricultural 
pedagogy as both critical—challenging hegemonic conventional education—and place-based—
obliging hands-on praxis to help sustain both the school and nearby communities. I identify this 
indigenous lifeway as a radicalized reworking of a georgic model of agriculture. The sustainable 
imagining of land and representation of farming emerge from this pedagogical practice in three 
dimensions. Firstly, the alternative epistemological foundation of the school’s curriculum adopts 
organic farming science, indigenous “spiritual” ethics, and a radical Marxist thrust encouraging 
institutional critique as a foundation of their agri-centric curriculum. This dwelling shares an 
emphasis on the linkage between agricultural productivity and ritual observance. Secondly, this 
pedagogy bolsters human and non-human subjects’ ties with the land beyond the tribe’s spiritual 
imperative. Thirdly, through study and practice on farmland, students and teachers become eco-
subjects who, through a strong sense of place, recognize the eco-political contingencies of 
farming. Thus, the inflection of nature imbibed by such schools critiques both the exploitative 
orientation of capitalism and the heavily industrialized imaginings of socialism. Ultimately, I suggest 
that the environmental knowledge construed by the schools’ composite pedagogy instigates and 
fosters a “radical” stewardship over their yutang kabilin, a perception of land that necessitates not 
only a pro-environmental ethic but also an organized resistance against institutions that seek to 
encroach their ancestral land. Against state representations of Lumad ancestral lands as idle and 
thus ripe for neoliberal development, the schools practice agriculture as an assertion of self-
determination.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Toward a Real Measure of the Economy:

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Sabine O'Hara

ABSTRACT: 
The dominant measure of economic performance, the Gross Domestic Product, presents a limited 
picture of the economy. There is growing consensus that it is insufficient to track economic 
success, much less economic health and social welfare. Despite this recognition, progress has 
been slow in identifying and gaining acceptance for a more comprehensive measure of economic 
performance that would provide a sounder assessment of the social and environmental impacts of 
economic activity. There is a robust literature on alternative indicators of economic performance 
dating back to the 1970s. Much has its origins in ecological economics and suggests different 
methods of accounting for more socially and environmentally responsible economic outcomes. 
Some of these alternative measures are based on the ISEW developed by Nordhouse others are 
based on the GPI developed by Daly and Cob in the 1990s. While these alternatives differ 
somewhat in their approach, they typically use national income as their starting point and subtract 
for negative externalities while adding for improvements in welfare. Regrettably there is no 
agreement on the precise configuration of such an alternative indicator. The alternative indicators 
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developed to date are also quite demanding when it comes to identifying the data needed to 
calculate them, which makes it challenging to get broad buy in and acceptance. In addition, 
considerations that have proven important in light of recent debates about the resilience of local 
communities and regions have been missing from the discussions. This paper reviews the range of 
alternative indicators developed to date and the social and environmental impact categories 
included. It further argues that in order to gain broad agreement on an alternative indicator and 
operationalize it, the data categories included must be limited to a manageable number and must 
be acceptable to decision makers in regional and national agencies who track economic 
performance. A proposed number of categories is suggested based on broadly accepted social and 
environmental impacts and readily available data. Special consideration will be given to the fact 
that a broadly acceptable alternative to GDP must be useable for developed and developing 
countries.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Towards a framework of sufficiency policy: conceptualization and 
operationalization for empirical research

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Yasmine Willi

ABSTRACT: 
Sufficiency can be understood as a strategy to satisfy basic societal needs with less energy, 
resources and land. Sufficiency thus aims to change consumption and production patterns so that 
their impact remains within the ecological carrying capacity of the earth. Already today, strongly 
motivated individuals are pursuing sufficiency strategies and are adapting their consumption to be 
less resource-intensive. However, such individual efforts are not enough to make society as a 
whole sufficient and thus sustainable. Instead, sufficiency policies are needed, that address the 
consumption and production patterns of society as a whole. Although sufficiency policies promise 
to provide public services and to meet the needs of the local population with less energy, resources 
and land consumption, they have so far hardly been implemented. The paper takes this 
observation as a starting point and aims to better understand whether sufficiency policies foster 
social innovations and improve the quality of life in rural regions, particularly where resources are 
scarce and neo-liberal growth strategies are failing. In this vein, the paper aims to examine 
whether sufficiency policies support rural municipalities in becoming sustainable and more resilient 
to tackle challenges such as climate change, increased resource consumption or structural 
transformation. It therefore presents a conceptualization of sufficiency policy and its implications for 
the consumption and production patterns in rural municipalities. The conceptualization will be used 
to study how sufficiency policies are implemented in rural municipalities in Switzerland, the factors 
that prevent or promote such policies, and the ways in which superordinate political levels could 
support local municipalities in developing and implementing them.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4
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Title: Towards a science of deep transformations: initiating a dialogue 
between degrowth and critical realism

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Hubert Buch-Hansen

ABSTRACT: 
Degrowth scholarship has enjoyed considerable momentum in recent times, resulting in a growing, 
diverse and vibrant field of research. Against this background, it becomes pertinent to reflect on the 
nature of degrowth science and on the philosophical assumptions underpinning it. Advocates of the 
degrowth perspective have so far largely abstained from engaging in such reflections and have yet 
to discuss degrowth in relation to established philosophy of science perspectives. The present 
paper puts degrowth in a discourse with critical realist philosophy of science to provide visions as 
to what degrowth as a science can see itself as and strive to become. A dialogue between the two 
perspectives that brings into focus ontology, epistemology and axiology is initiated and it is 
observed that the two are consistent in important respects. While degrowth aims to enact change 
in the real world, for instance by means of a range of eco-social policies, critical realism offers a 
deep account of the real world and proposes how knowledge of it can emerge and result in 
transformative practice. Overall, it is found that while degrowth research is not and should not be 
consistent with only one philosophy of science perspective, it can benefit immensely from 
interacting with critical realism.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Towards a science of thriving life: integrating knowledge and 
wisdom

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Elke Pirgmaier 

ABSTRACT: 
Social ecological economics is advancing by encouraging a symbiosis of heterodox economics 
traditions and social theory that share ontological foundations and presuppositions, resulting in 
more overt and substantiated critiques of capitalism. An honest confrontation of exploitative 
capitalist dynamics is essential for moving towards an emancipatory and liberating paradigm, but 
not enough. Besides radical critique, a debate and praxis seem needed that move beyond trying to 
establish a different economy or economics. The root causes of so many problems are not to do 
with money, technology, the market, or a system that seems difficult to grasp and change but, 
much simpler and more profoundly, with everyday relationships and ignorance – how people relate 
to themselves, to other people and the non-human world. New agreements at this level could 
change the world. The sciences could be(come) more transformative by hosting spaces that 
inspire and encourage a collective learning process of experiencing freedom-in-connection – a 
society in which all human and non-human beings are allowed and supported to thrive. I see 
thriving as a necessity, not a luxury, in times of ecological breakdown because it unleashes the 
necessary energy, enthusiasm and creativity to break free from capitalism. It is not an alternative to 
political action, but the engine for it. How to theorise and live relations align with thriving life and 
how to articulate new agreements seems key, and how to do so in the current predicament: life in 
capitalist ruins, tied to inherited shackles that oppress, rather than liberate. I seek to introduce 
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ideas from the philosophy of internal relations, integral theory, and indigenous wisdom traditions to 
stitch a pattern towards this end.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Towards a surrealist ecological economic

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ben Gallant 

ABSTRACT: 
The climate crisis necessitates unprecedented socio-economic changes. The ability to understand 
our economic system and imagine alternatives has never been more important. However, 
economics modelling is not yet ready to take on these new challenges. In this presentation, I reflect 
on the challenge of producing macroeconomic models in a time of crisis. These reflections will be 
structured through an analogy to the painting of the Belgian surrealist Rene Magritte in an effort to 
defamiliarize the audience from their preconceived notions of economic methodology.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Towards an ecofeminist green new deal? Reflections on politics, 
process and prospects

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Sherilyn MacGregor and Maeve Cohen  

ABSTRACT: 
This contribution combines an ecofeminist critique of both mainstream and progressive left Green 
New Deal (GND) discourses and some reflections on what an ecofeminist vision of a GND might 
look like.We will draw on our experience of drafting a feminist GND for the UK (commissioned by 
the Women’s Budget Group and the Women’s Environmental Network) to discuss the politics, 
process and prospects of developing inclusive, intersectional ecofeminist visions for a climate just 
and sustainable future.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 7

Title: TOWARDS AN ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Bernd Hornung 

ABSTRACT: 
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To handle the climate change requires radical changes in society. Degrowth in the economy is not 
enough. Radical changes are required across all sectors of society, including social life, values, 
and culture, i.e. the way of life. This cannot be achieved by old and "proven" recipies. Also in this 
field radical innovation, experimentations and innovative learning strategies are required which 
overcome the widespread inadequate partial perspectives and remidies that do not take into 
account the entire processes from beginning to end and the feedback loops both in nature and 
society. Those often operate as forces behind our backs. The presentation will use a 
sociocybernetic approach and the example of the model community Ebsdorfergrund in Germany to 
analyze and illustrate some such issues and problems at the local level, which clearly is not 
independent from globalization. 

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 1

Title: Towards an extractivist bioeconomy without decarbonization?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anne Tittor 

ABSTRACT: 
Bioeconomy is usually presented as a path to a green future and a solution to climate change. 
Bioeconomy claims to lead to sustainable production and consumption based on biomass and 
biomaterials instead of fossil fuels and to level the way towards renewable energies and 
decarbonization. Nevertheless, these processes do not automatically go together, and in the real 
existing world, many contradictions and countertendencies can be observed. With a growing 
demand for biomass as a basis for energy and industrial use, intensification and a deepening of 
agro-industrial models of production occur, contributing not towards a more sustainable, but 
towards more extractivist ways of agriculture. Several countries, which present themselves as 
bioeconomy pioneers, at the same moment expand the extraction of fossil fuels – both in 
conventional (e.g. oil drilling) and non-conventional forms (e.g. fracking). When looking at trade 
relations, it becomes evident, that fossil dependencies intensify and some of the “bioeconomy 
pioneers” expand their export of fossil commodities. Drawing on research results from members of 
the Junior Research Group “Bioeconomy and Inequalities. Transnational Entanglements and 
Interdependencies in the Bioenergy Sector”, based at the Friedrich Schiller University of Jena, the 
contribution argues that under current circumstances bioeconomy is a contradictory endeavor. 
Despite claiming to be a green alternative, bioeconomy can contribute to a model of capitalism and 
growth that is far beyond the planetary boundaries and deepen unequal transnational relations and 
the fossil regime. Anne Tittor, Post-doctoral researcher at Friedrich Schiller University of Jena. 

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: Towards climate resilient peace: an intersectional and degrowth 
approach

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Christie Nicoson

ABSTRACT: 
How can peace be climate resilient? How can peace and environmental sustainability be advanced 
simultaneously? To address these questions, I develop a new conceptual and theoretical 
framework for climate resilient peace through degrowth. This paper calls for stronger consideration 
of positive conceptualizations of peace and of intersectionality and degrowth in pursuit of peace 
and resilience. Not only does climate change make planetary limitations more salient, but it also 
highlights rising inequalities. In light of this, peace necessitates transforming societal power 
structures that are both driving climate change and influencing people’s experiences of climate 
impacts. Addressing imbalanced power structures then is key to understanding and fostering 
climate resilient peace. This paper conceptualizes climate resilient peace based on an 
intersectional understanding of positive peace, highlighting that peace depends on the negation of 
structural violence experienced at the intersection of political and social identities. In relation to 
this, I argue that a process of climate resilient peace must address underlying power structures 
influencing people’s experience of climate harms, and driving climate change so as to mitigate 
further damage. This paper demonstrates such a process through degrowth, wherein growth is no 
longer the central economic goal, exemplifying social and ecological means for disrupting structural 
violence within climate limitations. I discuss and give examples of three key degrowth processes—
redistribution, reprioritized care economies, and global equity—as opportunities to foster peace in a 
changing climate. This framework, thus, contributes a new approach to climate resilient peace that 
addresses challenges of both social and environmental sustainability.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Towards operationalising the economics of Degrowth: an 
institutional framework for the provisioning of human well-being

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Gauthier Guerin 

ABSTRACT: 
Organising is an operational manifestation of the economic process which is characterised by a 
diversity of formal and informal institutional forms. Today, the monetised part of the economy is 
dominated by private shareholding firms which, in line with the neoclassical orthodoxy, embed the 
production logic of maximising financial return as a mean to achieve social betterment. In 
Degrowth, profit-making is understood as a key driver of the global socio-ecological crisis. 
Degrowthers advocate for a production logic directly aiming at increasing human well-being within 
ecological limits, instead of relying on a quantitative and material increase. Types of "not-for-profit" 
organisational forms, such as co-operatives and social enterprises, have been studied in relation to 
the Degrowth agenda and some have been shown to exhibit features compatible with Degrowth 
aims, such as the production of 'non-market capital' and the ability to provide social needs in a less 
commodified form. Yet there is a lack of understanding regarding how different organisational 
arrangements relate to different degrees of commodification. This remains an important gap in the 
(still rudimentary) analytical framing of Degrowth at the organisational - hence operational - level.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 5
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Title: Towards postneoliberal and postgrowth economics: Combining 
academic and practical knowledge for social-ecological transformations

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jayeon Lindellee

ABSTRACT: 
An important precondition for sustainable welfare and degrowth is the creation and expansion of 
spaces where the growth imperative ceases to occupy (or “colonize”) people’s bodies and minds. 
The international degrowth conferences, associated local events and larger-scale initiatives such 
as transition towns are only a few examples of such spaces of resistance. What Ian Gough calls 
the “dual strategy” of policy formation is an additional attempt of creating spaces for reshaping the 
predominant policy paradigm. This undertaking combines the codified knowledge of researchers 
with the experiential knowledge of citizens to identify the goods and services necessary for needs 
satisfaction within a particular social and cultural context and environmental limits. While such 
deliberative forums are by definition locally and temporally specific, their outcomes may help to 
critically review policy goals and behaviors and can be upscaled to the national level leading to 
long-term adaptions. The suggestion to introduce such forums echoes calls for more direct and 
deliberative policy processes complementing the contemporary institutions of representative 
democracy. We present results from eight citizen forums on sustainable needs satisfaction that we 
carried out in the Skåne region of Sweden in spring 2020 within the project “Sustainable Welfare 
for a New Generation of Social Policy”. As a main instrument to facilitate discussions we made use 
of Max Neef’s Human Scale Development matrix proposing 9 fundamental human needs. We 
encouraged participants to identify synergetic needs-satisfiers that can bridge between current and 
unsustainable and utopian, alternative and sustainable ways to satisfy needs.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 9

Title: Towards urban degrowth: Spatial planning and the future of cities

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Karl Krähmer

ABSTRACT: 
As the urban mantra goes, more than half of the world’s population now lives in cities. While some 
consider this a sign of progress and humanity’s “triumph” (Glaeser, 2011), others perceive it as a 
symbol of ecological destruction and alienation (Savioli, 2008; Vansintjan, 2018). Although 
degrowth has addressed head- on the ecologically and socially extractivist nature of urbanised 
capitalism (Latouche, 2016; Nelson, 2018), it is not clear what role cities play in the utopia put forth 
by degrowth. Instead of exploring transformation potentials within the urban, degrowth tends to 
seek and locate solutions in suburbs (Alexander & Gleeson, 2018) or outside main urban societies 
(Delambre, 2010; Trainer, 2019). In this sub-theme we propose to go beyond a generalistic stance 
on “the urban” as a positive or negative phenomenon (Xue, 2014; Schneider, 2018; Krähmer, 
2018). Instead, we consider contemporary urbanisation as a fact of material, social and political 
reality to be acknowledged by any degrowth-inspired practice. We are interested in how existing 
cities could change to support degrowth, and how they might be changed by degrowth. 
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Furthermore, we explore and reflect the role of spatial planning in the degrowth transformation. We 
are looking for contributions which: • Develop both theoretical guidelines and place-specific 
approaches to ‘planning for degrowth’, rather than a-spatial utopias; • Acknowledge and raise 
awareness of the social, economic, and ecological issues inherent in urban planning; • Analyse 
strengths and weaknesses of mainstream approaches to urban sustainability from a degrowth 
perspective, both qualitatively and quantitatively; • Look at the spatial implications of degrowth 
policies (e.g. work-time reduction, re-localisation of economic activities, sharing); • Assess the 
interrelations between environmental and social degrowth policies in space and planning; • 
Critically reflect on degrowth policies/principles from planning’s perspective; • Rethink urban-rural 
relationships in a degrowth perspective

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: Trade unions, the climate crisis, and degrowth

Session type: Academic

Submitter: Halliki Kreinin

ABSTRACT: 
The multiple crises of society challenge existing societal and economic relations to the core and 
threaten to undermine the foundations of future human societies. Historically, trade unions and 
workers movements have been one of the most successful social movements to bring 
emancipation to the largest number of people. So where is the environmental trade union 
movement? While some trade unions have started to engage with the reality of climate change, 
limits to further production, and even degrowth, other unions around the world hinder transition, 
siding with business in a short-term attempt to save jobs in sunset sectors. Why have some unions 
in i.e. mining or aviation sector, organised for climate action, while others against climate action? 
What are the roles of country and institutional differences? How can degrowth engage with trade 
unions and impact on change? In this session we want to organise a world-cafe style symposium 
with 4 different environmental labour studies reserachers, where we can discuss recent research 
on the topic, find ways of moving forward, and discuss with attendees. We plan to start the session 
together in an open plenary, and then to divide into 4 smaller groups, where attendees can then go 
"around" the tables in 5-10 minute exchanges, discussing in smaller groups. Keywords: 
Environmental labour studies, social-ecological transformation,

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Trade unions, the climate crisis, and degrowth - speaker 1

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Tobias Kalt

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5
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Title: Trade unions, the climate crisis, and degrowth - speaker 2

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anna Katharina Keil

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Trade unions, the climate crisis, and degrowth - speaker 3

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Anna Katharina Keil

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 5

Title: Transition or Transformations? Feminist Climate Justice Goals 
and Praxis

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Ellie Perkins

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Transitions in the Andalusian Olive Oil sector – History, 
Perceptions and Conflicts

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Philip Koch 

ABSTRACT: 
This contribution will provide an introduction to the history of the olive oil sector in the region 
surrounding Jaén in Andalusia. Growing olives and producing olive oil has been practiced for 
hundreds of years in the region surrounding Jaén in Southern Spain. The province is one of the 
biggest producers of olive oil globally. As the sector as a whole has grown over the years, more 
and more arable land and water resources are used to further increase output. Recently, new 
actors in the sector, operating under the rubrum of ‘bioeconomy’, have come up with new products 
and procedures to further boost growth. The resulting issues raise several questions regarding 
people’s attitudes towards the sector: How is its history and growth perceived? What role do 
potential future problems like water shortages and over-utilization of land play in the minds of the 
people of Jaén? Is further growth seen as possible or desirable? The contribution presents some 
initial findings from a first field trip to Jaén, highlighting the role of the olive oil sector for the region, 
investigating different imaginaries about its possible future(s) and shedding light on potential 
conflicts around and impacts of a transition towards different forms of production.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 13

Title: Turn off the carbon tap

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Laura Bannister; Paul Harnett

ABSTRACT: 
Climate justice is a concept that treats climate change as a social and economic justice issue. It 
recognises the unequal responsibility of people around the world for causing climate change, and 
the unequal impacts it will have on people's well-being and survival. It also recognises that while 
people need a safe climate, they also need a living income and access to energy, transport and 
other public services, and that any climate action that threatens these is the wrong way forward. So 
how do we respond to the climate emergency while at the same time addressing economic 
inequality? The most direct way to tackle both issues would be to implement an international 
carbon cap, tax and dividend. Here's how an international carbon cap, tax and dividend would 
work: - Companies must buy a permit for each tonne of coal, barrel of oil, or litre of gas they dig up. 
This would make fossil fuels much more expensive, and would therefore incentivise a reduction of 
fossil fuel use. - Total carbon extraction would be capped, and the cap would reduce briskly to 
achieve Net Zero. This would directly ensure we reduce carbon emissions without relying on price 
incentives to achieve this on their own. - The money raised from selling the permits, which would 
amount to many billions of dollars, would be put in a sovereign wealth fund and invested in 
renewable energy infrastructure, greatly increasing renewables investment and building capacity. - 
The money raised from selling this renewable energy would be handed out via a regular payment 
to every person worldwide. Calculations show that this would be enough to end extreme poverty 
and significantly reduce inequality. It would also represent a fair 'rent' for the use of their planet's 
common resources by private companies. An international carbon cap, tax and dividend would 
therefore turn off the carbon tap, while treating our atmosphere and resources as a commons from 
which all should directly benefit. The attached spreadsheet illustrates five scenarios between now 
and 2050. The scenarios reduce the carbon cap at different rates, culminating in zero carbon 
production by 2025, 2030 or 2045, and with different rates of carbon tax charged. These 
calculations show that by the sixth year of operation, this scheme could have over $16 trillion 
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invested in renewable energy production, and could be generating a monthly dividend of $10 for 
every adult and child worldwide. This could rise to $43 trillion of renewables investment within 25 
years and a monthly dividend of $23 per person. In our wealthy UK society, these dividend 
amounts may seem small, but they represent significant increases in household income for those 
struggling with extreme poverty, especially considering that – unlike wages or many other transfers 
– they are received by babies, children and elderly family members as well as working adults. 
Basic income experiments in India, Namibia, Uganda and Kenya have found that amounts like 
these can transform families lives, enabling them to eat a second or third meal a day, pay school 
fees, repair their homes and set up small businesses (see 
http://www.worldbasicincome.org.uk/national-basic-income-campaigns.html). Even in wealthy 
countries these amounts are not insignificant for many families, and they could become even more 
meaningful if combined with dividends from other global commons as proposed by World Basic 
Income. Meanwhile the impact on the climate emergency would be dramatic. Unlike the vast 
majority of proposals, this could directly ensure that we reduce carbon emissions to Net Zero within 
the required timeframe. Rather than relying on demand-side interventions like switching to electric 
cars or insulating homes – which are vital but may not achieve the scale of change that we need – 
this proposal addresses carbon emissions at source. By capping and taxing carbon at the point of 
extraction, we make sure its production is reduced by the necessary amount. Furthermore, by 
collecting the proceeds in a global fund, we provide the financial resources for massive investment 
in renewable energy. Because it would be financed by a common global fund, this renewable 
energy infrastructure will be effectively owned by the people of the world. People will therefore 
benefit threefold: we will avoid the worst extremes of climate emergency; we will have new levels 
of access to real green energy; and we will all receive monthly cash payments, which will support 
our standard of living and create stronger societies. This proposal is economically and practically 
feasible: the key challenges will, of course be political. To bring such a scheme to fruition, two 
routes are possible. Firstly, civil society pressure, coupled with more progressive national 
governments within key countries (e.g. the USA) could lead to global implementation, probably 
starting at a lower taxation level than proposed here but with the potential to scale up. A second 
route could involve smaller cross-border schemes, for instance with a few countries unifying their 
national carbon taxes and agreeing to ring-fence the proceeds as a shared sovereign wealth fund 
with dividends. Such smaller schemes could be gradually scaled up and unified to eventually 
achieve worldwide coverage. Both routes will rely on continued pressure from the grassroots to 
force politicians to implement meaningful solutions to the climate emergency. At the Degrowth 
Conference 2020, we want to share this proposal with a wider progressive audience, and give a 
chance to discuss and explore it. We suggest the following format for a participatory session: - 
Presentation of the proposal by World Basic Income, including members of its international 
advisory board by video link (http://www.worldbasicincome.org.uk/who-we-are.html). - 
Considerable time for questions and discussion. - A small group exercise to allow people to play 
with different numbers and scenarios: <How fast should carbon extraction reach Net Zero? <How 
expensive should fossil fuels be? (i.e. how high a tax should we charge?) <How much would that 
provide for renewables investment, and as a monthly dividend to end poverty? - A final whole-
group discussion to share reflections and agree any next steps.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 2

Title: Understanding Food Sovereignty and Agroecology from the 
Perspective of Radical Ecological Economics

Session type: Paper in session
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Submitter: Claudia I. Camacho-Benavides, Alejandra Sánchez-Jiménez, 
Marien Saldaña-Guillen

ABSTRACT: 
Understanding Food Sovereignty and Agroecology from the Perspective of Radical Ecological 
Economics Claudia I. Camacho-Benavides, Alejandra Sánchez-Jiménez, Marien Saldaña-Guillen 
Food production and acquisition is one of the areas where socio-ecological crisis and economic 
conflicts are frequently revealed. In agro-industrial and intensive food production, that generates 
approximately 30% of the global food, it is common to find proletarianization of rural work, social 
exclusion, mercantilisation of nature, decrease of ecosystems resilience, distributive injustice, 
among other problems. Meanwhile, 70% of the planet’s food production comes from small-scale 
producers, including peasants, shepherds, fishers, hunters, gatherers, urban and peri-urban 
producers. They also suffer from distributive conflicts and socio-environmental externalities 
originated by the current development model, such as displacement of their communities, lack of 
access to productive lands, water and soil pollution, etc., with the subsequent inability of local food 
systems to provide healthy, nutritious and diverse food throughout the year. In light of this situation, 
during the past thirty years, producers and consumers around the world have organized and driven 
a diversity of initiatives. We focus on two of the largest of them: the Food Sovereignty Movement 
and actions for Agroecology’s “scaling up”. Based on the Radical Ecological Economics (REE) 
paradigm and the concept of the Communitarian Subject, we find that the actions and experiences 
of these two movements converge on at least one of the following goals: a) Autonomy for collective 
well-being, including political autonomy for group-decision making for food production, 
consumption and integration to the market; b) Implementation of strategies aimed to reverse socio-
metabolic fracture (rift) and externalities caused by the agro-industrial model, through technological 
strategies, more equitable socio-political organisation, and caring of ecosystems; c) Generation of 
surpluses (once family needs are covered), for the collective benefit and for the market, through 
increased productivity, diversification of production and forms of local distribution. This presentation 
examines the relationship of these and other elements of Food Sovereignty and Agroecology within 
the framework of REE, through two local experiences in the Mexican states of Puebla and 
Veracruz, where traditional knowledge combines with alternative proposals that challenge the 
distributive injustice and looks forward correcting socio-environmental damages. 

Day: 8th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 8

Title: Understanding Unsustainability and Degrowth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Gregor Eckert

ABSTRACT: 
In this contribution I investigate the role of education in understanding the current growth 
paradigma and in evaluating possible paths of socioecological transformations towards a degrowth 
society. Following the hypothesis that understanding the current unsustainable way of living, 
producing and consuming is a challenging and complex process, I ask what preconditions are 
necessary for this process. What changes in institutionalised education could help to create and 
develop these requirements? What kind of knowledge and expertise is needed to (1) assess the 
current unsustainable way of living, producing and consuming, and (2) evaluate, develop and 
implement proposals for change? My suggestion of an educational perspective to address this 
problem is an adaptation of Peter Euler’s concept of reflected expertise. This concept attempts to 
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overcome the divide between the ‘two cultures’ (C. P. Snow) – science and humanities – and aims 
at the ability to understand theories, facts, and contexts related to a specific issue as well as to 
reflect on its social and ethical implications. My hypothesis suggests that the acquisition of this 
competence is crucial for leaving the current unsustainable and growth-centered path. In terms of 
degrowth and education, the role of shared beliefs and mental infrastructure is widely discussed. I 
will try to broaden this discourse by focusing on the material, factual preconditions and the role of 
knowledge and understanding in this process.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Universal access to farmland and quality of life support systems 
for farmers from diverse demographics

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Josiah Taylor

ABSTRACT: 
Ecologically vital land is a foundational essential resource for all beings, providing shelter, nutrition, 
livelihoods, and other crucial ecosystem services.  However, non-material benefits emanating from 
the human-land nexus are often overlooked by economists and other policy-shaping researchers, 
but include aspects of emotional, social, and spiritual care and well-being, which are just as 
essential as the food we eat and the air we breathe.  With decades of consolidation of land 
ownership generally, degradation and development of agriculturally suitable lands, and 
longstanding appropriation of land that was under stewardship by BIPOC farmers, in many cases it 
is becoming increasingly difficult for small farmers of diverse backgrounds to have stable access to 
farmland; at the same time there is a rising tide of integrated community-land efforts facilitating 
degrowth and democratization with small-scale agroecology.  In what ways are communities 
growing new models of agricultural-community systems that place ecological and social-emotional 
well being at the center of economy?

Drawing from participatory action research with immigrant and refugee focused community farms 
in Vermont and Wisconsin (USA) we will explore ecologically, socially, and financially sustainable 
models for re-envisioning universal access to agricultural land for small, agroecological farmers.  
We will also hear from farmer interviews in which they share limitations they experience and their 
plans and dreams for an equitable future based on working with land and community.  Important 
elements of broadly sustainable community farm systems also require sufficient technical, 
emotional, and social support systems that can help farmer-communities be more resilient, 
successful in their own terms, and happy in the face of often challenging, precarious work.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Universal entitlement to necessities

Session type: Paper

289



Abstracts
Building Livelihoods in times of ecological and political crisis

Submitter: Jefim Vogel

ABSTRACT: 
For affluent countries, a fair contribution to limiting global warming to 1.5 °C requires not only rapid 
decarbonisation of energy systems but also rapid and deep reduction of energy use. The latter 
likely requires not only efficiency improvements but also rapid reduction of non-essential economic 
activity. Similarly, suppression of advanced Covid-19 outbreaks requires suspending non-essential 
economic activity (lockdown). However, in the current economic system, reduction or suspension 
of economic activity is associated with loss of jobs and/or income, threatening in turn people’s 
livelihoods: their ability to meet their basic needs. The dependence of livelihoods on unabated 
economic activity renders livelihoods fundamentally insecure and vulnerable to crises, and 
presents a major obstacle to effective mitigation of both climate crisis and pandemics. We argue 
that this dependence arises in economic systems where (A) the goods and services that satisfy 
basic needs (‘necessities’) must be purchased, (B) people must pursue wage labour to have an 
income, and (C) employment per output is minimised. The dependence is further aggravated by 
privatisation, profit seeking, rent extraction, debt, and planned obsolescence. We discuss three 
policy programmes that we suggest could each overcome this dependence by respectively 
breaking one of these three conditions: (1) Universal Basic Services and Vouchers; (2) a Universal 
Basic Income; and (3) a job guarantee and minimum wage; each in conjunction with equitable work 
sharing. We analyse and compare these policy programmes regarding their effects on (i) need 
satisfaction, (ii) energy and carbon footprints, (iii) pandemic resilience, (iv) inequality, and (v) 
working conditions. We conclude that universal entitlement to necessities – based on Universal 
Basic Services and Vouchers, not-for-profit provisioning and equitable work sharing – is best suited 
to simultaneously secure livelihoods and facilitate the drastic interventions required to avert climate 
and public health catastrophes.

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 4

Title: Unpacking the effect of economic theory on climate change 
modeling

Session type: Paper

Submitter: J.Christopher Proctor

ABSTRACT: 
This paper will analyze the effects of the use of general equilibrium theory within the larger 
integrated assessment models (IAMs) which produce the economic and emission scenarios 
associated with various policy pathways to mitigate climate change. The paper will try to untangle 
the conflicting effects of general equilibrium theory, which can simultaneously be overly optimistic 
and overly pessimistic compared to historical reality. The paper will also contrast the projections 
created by IAMs relying on equilibrium theory with results from models based on other 
methodological techniques, like system dynamics models, agent-based models, and stock-flow 
consistent models, which are not built on the assumption of a general equilibrium with clearing 
markets and full employment. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) 2018 
Report on Global Warming of 1.5 Degrees laid out a stark warning of the path the world is on in 
regards to climate change and the devastating effects this climate change is expected to bring. To 
better understand this path, the IPCC relies on scenario analysis, a methodology that compares 
and contrasts numerous coherent possible future scenarios for the world’s economic development 
and resulting environmental impacts. The scenarios which were included in the IPCC’s 2018 
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report, and (the larger 2014 Fifth Assessment Report before it) are generated by integrated 
assessment models (IAMs), which are large complex frameworks which combine economic, 
demographic, energy, and environmental models to create a single, unified projection of a possible 
scenario given a set of externally given inputs. Unfortunately, the IAMs which are used in the IPCC 
reports almost exclusively use general equilibrium modeling for their economic components, 
creating a narrow view of our possible climate pathways which misses the insights from other types 
of modeling in which demand can have economic effects in the long run. Due to the size and 
complexity of the IAMs, the effect of changing the economic theory at their core is not immediately 
clear and requires a detailed untangling of various potential effects as well as a systematic 
comparison with the results from a range of other, non general equilibrium models. Understanding 
the effect of economic theory on IAMs is important because the IAMs and the scenarios which they 
generate form the basis of not only the IPCC reporting framework but are also used extensively at 
the national and regional level for emission reduction planning.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Urban and peri-urban agriculture for creating wealth, regeneration, 
and fighting against hunger: experiences from Brazil

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Claudia Visoni 

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 6

Title: Urban development and environmental conflicts

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Salvador Peniche

ABSTRACT: 
We discuss the systemic nature of the environmental degradation of urban nodes in Latin 
American nations, in the case of the Guadalajara metropolitan area min Mexico. The exponential 
growth of urban centers and the lack of the ecological considerations in the governmental 
development programs in the region has caused a crisis of must urban centers. The acceleration of 
the socio environmental consequences has been ignored by the strategies of urban authorities 
who in the political discourse address sustainability issues but in the practice continue the 
implementation of environmental aggressive strategies such as the disruption of water cycles, 
urban deforestation, and others. The paper illustrates the contradiction between the sustainable 
development discourse and the destructive growth practices that are common in must Latin 
American cities.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 1
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Title: Urban nature and economic growth – compatible or discordant?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Filka Sekulova

ABSTRACT: 
NBS are pledged to represent a triple-win solution, simultaneously providing gains in terms of 
ecosystem services protection, social cohesion/well-being and economic sustainability or growth 
(EC 2015). Yet, qualitative case study research over more than 54 cases from 18 cities renders the 
feasibility of such triple gains a pure conjecture, rather by an empirically substantiated claim. We 
would argue here that the pursuit of triple gains, especially in terms of bundling economic gains 
with enhanced ecological features and social cohesion hinders, rather than enables the capacity of 
Nature-Based Solutions to affront urban sustainability challenges. Urban community gardens, for 
instance, are considered exemplary for how they combine social and environmental benefits. Their 
capacity to generate an income is however at odds with the time and care work required for 
community-building. In the case of eco-districts, most projects virtually use a “blank page” 
approach where new developments are designed for “empty” spaces of low acquisition value. 
Replacing mature woodland or wild fields with luxury housing, even with a green label, poses 
economic or real estate gains at stark conflict with ecosystem services. Moreover, many of the 
‘green buildings’ funded through private capital and eventually “enabling growth” are either 
exclusively used by their residents and company clients or have substantially exceeded their 
construction or maintenance costs. In the domain of public parks, enforcing commercial activities in 
there as a way to raise funds for maintenance or stir the local economy (as the cases of Newcastle 
parks) affects not only the quality of the natural environment but deteriorates the convivality 
experiences and potential individual well-being improvements associated with visiting these areas. 
Likewise, green corridors that enhance the space for, and extension of, local restaurants and retail 
businesses have less social, convivial and eventually natural features, than ones where the place 
for commercial activities is limited (Sekulova et al. 2021). Ultimately, for NBS to truly unfold their 
potential at the urban arena property prices might need a hard, even downward, ceiling; their 
deployment needs to be untangled from the jargon of economic returns and urban nature treated 
as a universal public good, rather than as an ingredient to the production function.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 3

Title: Urban Social Movements for Degrowth of Unsustainable Energy 
Production

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Gabriel Weber

ABSTRACT: 
Foucault (2010) argues that governments try to shape narratives of mental production, trying to 
produce the citizen best suited to fulfil those governments' policies. Drawing on this concept, this 
paper investigates how and why both the French and German states have advocated and partially 
still advocate seemingly unsustainable forms of energy production when environmental impacts 
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are well known. More specifically this paper investigates the organized practices (mentalities, 
rationalities, and techniques) by which subjects are governed in terms of energy and sustainability 
related fields. It also applies Foucault's (2010) notion of ‘counter-conducts’ to study the dispersed, 
heterogeneous and variegated forms of resistance in contemporary environmental struggles. It 
investigates strategies and forms of urban resistance against coal power, nuclear power, and 
nuclear waste sites and how activists connect to wider networks of environmental justice. 
Empirically, this paper explores the distribution of urban environmental conflicts in Germany and 
France (1970 to 2020) drawing on data collected for the EJOLT (ejolt.org) project. We find that 
most environmental conflicts were related to growth of unsustainable forms of extractive activities 
(e.g. fracking) and energy production (e.g. nuclear, coal). The paper shows that various urban 
movements such as “Ende Gelände” and “Zone à Défendre” (ZAD) advocate counter-hegemonic 
decentralised solutions based on energy commons, energy democracy, energy justice, 
commoning, and de-privatisation. These joint efforts have resulted in a recent degrowth of fossil 
and nuclear power production and increase in renewable energies in Germany and France. 
Likewise, many cities (Germany 71, France 14) have set targets for being 100% renewable.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3

Title: Urbanization beyond ecomodernism

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Alejandro De Castro Mazarro

ABSTRACT: 
The degrowth theory proposes a radical form of environmentalism and ecological sustainability 
moving away from ecological modernization. Its proposal to downscale consumption and 
production patterns has clear material implications that raise the relevance of degrowth as a 
potential tool to advance a sustainable urban transformation. For architectural practices, however, 
degrowth remains an abstract concept, as there is no clear operationalization of its principles into 
degrowth-oriented building and public space design strategies. This paper conceptually examines 
the operationalization of degrowth in sustainable architecture and identifies its existing reach and 
limitations within architecture culture. Using a mixed methods approach including content analysis 
and expert interviews, the paper surveys more than 400 examples of innovative building and public 
space design portrayed in four recent international exhibitions compiling sustainable architecture 
and urban design solutions. The analysis shows that strategies for building greening, repurposing 
and upcycling are broadly ambivalent vis-à-vis their alignment to degrowth. Even when sustainable 
architectural practices are still not explicitly aligned to degrowth principles, a minor number of 
practices follow their goals by using simple technologies and spatial layouts that aspire to 
drastically reduce the embodied carbon of interventions. These practices form a potential 
contribution to a degrowth-oriented sustainable urban transformation, however the inertia of the 
incumbent construction and urban development regimes imply a major challenge to its realization.

Day: 6th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 3
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Title: Useful Exergy and Economic Growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Tiago Domingos

ABSTRACT: 
A central foundational insight of Ecological Economics was provided by Nicholas Georgescu-
Roegen, on the fundamental role of the laws of thermodynamics in understanding the economic 
process and the limitations that finite resources place on economic growth. This state of affairs 
started being cleared up in the last decades, with the pioneering work of Robert Ayres, Reiner 
Kummel, Benjamin Warr and co-workers, combining knowledge of thermodynamics with 
knowledge of (neoclassical) economic growth theory. The central insight for establishing this 
connection was measuring energy flows at the useful stage, with the exergy metric, i.e., useful 
exergy (a.k.a. useful work). This required the development of time series of useful exergy for 
multiple countries, helped by the systematisation and methodological clearing up of the useful 
exergy accounting methodology and the first creation in a systematic way of parallel time series for 
multiple countries (i.e., EU15). Although there are still methodological issues at the research 
frontier, it is now possible to embark on the ambitious project of creating a worldwide database for 
useful exergy times series. In the last few years, Portugal has been a crucial case study for a first 
coherent understanding of the role of useful exergy in elucidating the process of economic growth. 
Research for Portugal has deeply explored the boundaries of the useful exergy approach, leading 
to the following main pieces of evidence: (A) The useful exergy to GDP ratio is roughly constant 
along 150 years of economic history, covering fully the agriculture – industry – services transition. 
(B) Total factor productivity (TFP) growth can be fully explained through the consideration of an 
empirically derived useful exergy metric of capital services, essentially stating that the services of 
capital are better calculated as function of the useful exergy it delivers and of the useful exergy per 
unit labour that it delivers. (C) Increases in aggregate exergy efficiency (namely, final-to-useful 
efficiency) are closely correlated with total factor productivity growth, leading to strong rebound 
(i.e., backfire effects). This submission presents and reviews the empirical evidence for these 
stylised facts for Portugal and their generalisation for other countries and contributes to the 
theoretical understanding of their meaning and their inter-relations.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 9

Title: Uses and abuses of metaphor in new economic thinking: 
‘Planetary Boundaries’?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Jenneth Parker

ABSTRACT: 
This paper will explore some of the questions around the use of metaphor to communicate 
concepts in new economy, focussing on the widely used ‘planetary boundaries’ concept and 
diagrams. Metaphor is a key part of human communication and indeed helps the brain to latch onto 
new ideas by ‘pattern-matching’ them with more familiar concepts. I have discussed this in a 
previous critique of the metaphor of ‘natural (and other forms) of capital’ (Anderson, 2018). 
Through close analysis of the ‘planetary boundaries’ metaphor I will demonstrate the limitations of 
the almost universally uncritical use and acceptance of this metaphor. Indeed, we might say that if 
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we start to believe our own metaphors then we are really in trouble. Why is this so? One general 
point to be made here is that metaphor actually allows the mind to come to rest on the concept and 
not inquire as to the reality that is being communicated through this format. I will propose that there 
are many ways in which the ‘planetary boundaries’ metaphor limits and distorts the new economy 
debate, at the same time as providing an accessible point of understanding. So how should we 
deal with metaphor and its uses? I will propose that in order not to be misled by our use of 
metaphor we need to pay explicit attention to the philosophical ontology of our discussions. I will 
describe how attention to a systems ontology (Parker, 2014) can and should make a difference to 
new economy discourses and outline some approaches to making this work.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 12

Title: Valuation and Prediction of Biomass and Carbon of the 
Sundarbans

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Md. Hafiz Iqbal

ABSTRACT: 
Valuation and Prediction of Biomass and Carbon of the Sundarbans Mohammad Nur Nobi 
Associate professor, Department of Economics, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh Email: 
nobinur@yahoo.com and AHM Raihan Sarker Associate Professor, Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Sciences, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh Abstract Located in the southern 
coast of Bangladesh, the Sundarbans comprises a unique habitat for about 300 species of flora 
and 425 species of terrestrial fauna. Directly and indirectly, 3.5 million people living around the 
Bangladesh’s portion of the Sundarbans are dependenton on the services provided by this 
mangrove ecosystem. These flora and fauna are playing an influential role as a repository of 
carbon through sequestration. This study has emphasized to estimate carbon stock of the selected 
species of the Sundarbans reserve forest. First, using the forest inventory and mensuration we 
have estimated the volume of the specific tree species up to V10. Then, this volumeof a tree has 
been multiplied with the market value of per unit of volume. For the estimation of volume, dbh and 
height data of the sampling species were feed into a volume equation. The total volume for each 
merchantable tree species has been multiplied with the wood to get the total biomass and 
thenmultiply the biomass by 0.5 following Tolunay (2011) to calculate carbon stock the selected 
merchantable tree species and saplings that has dbh>10 cm. We have estimated and predict the 
carbon stock from merchantable tree species for different years such as 1989, 1990, 2009, 2014, 
2019 and predicted for 2029. The findings of the analysis show that the stock of carbon has been 
decreasing from 1989 to 2029 for all selected species other than Keora, Pashur and Kankra. 
Carbon stock of the stand of Keora, Pashur and Kankra shows the considerable level of increase 
in 2029 than the year of 2019. Keywords: Valuation, Biomass, Carbon, Sundarbans, Bangladesh

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 13

Title: Walking forward together

Session type: Paper
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Submitter: Katharine Farrell

ABSTRACT: 
As the impacts of modern globalized industrialization become increasingly more apparent, 
ecological economics has been increasingly attracting attention and is now going through a 
process of self-assessment and renewal. Part of that process has been a return to questions 
raised in the 1960s and 70s by proto-ecological economists, including Odum, Ostrom and 
Georgescu-Roegen. The latter, in particular, has been adopted as a sort of icon for a charismatic 
degrowth discourse, which is sometimes conflated with ecological economics. In this text we place 
that conflation within an historical political economy context. In spite of his great importance as an 
early leader in the ecological economics discourse, and recognition of this in the form of the 
society’s Boulding Award, the works of Kenneth Boulding have not received, in this re-assessment 
and renewal process, as much attention as those of, for example, Ostrom or Georgescu-Roegen. 
While there was no love loss, apparently, between Georgescu-Roegen and Boulding, their 
positions, as well as those of Odum and Ostrom, it should be noted, are positioned within a 
common historical and epistemological context. Reflecting upon Georgescu-Roegen’s and 
Boulding´s early contributions to ecological economics, which share a liberal economics base and 
apply principles of complexity theory introduced into euro-descendent science (e-ds) though 
operations research during and after WWII, we trace epistemological transformations in e-ds 
cosmology within which both the ecological economics and degrowth discourses have arisen. In 
this way, we illustrate an iterative dialectical historical process of epistemological opening up in the 
euro-descendent globalized community, which has led to an increasingly complete e-ds 
epistemology, in which today, not only native non-Europeans but all life forms are recognized as 
knowing entities, if not as engaged knowing subjects. We propose that conflating Georgescu-
Roegen’s life works with his rather late position on degrowth fetishizes an antiquated liberal 
cosmology that rejected the complexity based positions of both him and Boulding. We suggest an 
alternative posture to degrowth, building on Boulding, that provides a basis for integrating and 
aligning the degrowth critique with perspectives from the majority world and biological sciences 
that reject the proposition that economic growth is inherently problematic. We define this posture 
as epistemological solidarity, practiced through deference to the relevance and integrity of 
cosmologies that are not consistent with one’s own, through rejection of individualized exercises of 
power and a commitment to the construction of collaborative ways of knowing the real. We 
propose that this posture can serve as a methodological basis for constructing new modalities of 
post-normal science that effectively address both the moral and material challenges associated 
with ameliorating the human and ecological travesties that characterize the present day global 
political economy. A selection of these modalities, ranging from formalized collaborative inter- and 
transdisciplinary science activities to effective engagements with de facto politicized science 
problems, ranging from climate change to zoonotic pandemics, are presented as case studies in 
the text and their links to both the degrowth and ecological economics are explored. The text 
begins with a review of the epistemological structure of the post WWII works of Georgescu-Roegen 
and Boulding and their contributions toward the epistemological foundations of ecological 
economics. We then link this to a wider political economy dynamic of epistemological 
transformations in the liberal, euro-descendent discourse on economics and its manifestations in 
the process of economic globalization. In this way we construct a representation of the 
epistemological context within which the degrowth discourse has arisen, which situates it within the 
wider political economy of modernity. Based on this positioning, we then address the problem of 
rejecting growth, a dynamic that sustains the continuity of life, and set out a series of propositions 
that allow us to combine the propositions of the degrowth discourse, concerning the need to adjust 
euro-descendent economic policy and practice, with those of arising from radical Latin American 
and ecofeminist critiques of global liberal economics. We present the posture of epistemological 
solidarity as a continuation of Boulding’s late work, concerning the politics of ecological economics, 
and use this to engage with and critique the late position of Georgescu-Roegen, in which he 
presented propositions that have been taken up by the degrowth movement. The text closes with a 
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series of recommendations regarding how a return to the epistemological origins of ecological 
economics can help to improve the inclusiveness of the degrowth discourse.

Day: 7th Time: 17:15:00 Room: 11

Title: Water polo or hurdle race? Competing perceptions on science-
policy interfaces from Central Eastern Europe

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Eszter Kelemen

ABSTRACT: 
Synthesising diverse forms of knowledge in a transparent process and delivering easily digestible 
messages to policy-makers are considered the key steps to achieve policy impact through existing 
science-policy interfaces (SPIs). Who is a knowledge holder, what counts as evidence, and how 
diverse knowledges are accepted are institutionalized aspects of SPIs that have a central influence 
on policy by framing the interaction between participating actors. While formal rules governing the 
SPIs are usually transparent and meant to provide a ‘safe space’ for collaboration, informal norms 
– which are strongly embedded in socio-cultural contexts and therefore vary across countries and 
regions – have a much less visible but equally important impact on the process and the results. 
This paper draws attention to specificities of science-policy interactions within the Central Eastern 
European context, especially as Eastern Europe is often considered relatively ‘inactive’ in global 
SPIs compared to other UN regions. I use an international (IPBES) and a national-level (the 
Hungarian ecosystem services assessment) SPI as case studies to investigate the non-visible 
factors – the informal norms and social conventions – that determine how participants collaborate 
and act in certain situations, and to understand the roots as well as the consequences of 
differences across these invisible factors. Qualitative data are gained from semi-structured 
interviews with researchers and policy actors participating in SPI processes, systematic 
observations made at meetings of SPIs, and the author’s personal reflections on her role and 
actions taken at these SPIs. I argue that it is not only the formal and informal institutional set-up of 
the SPI that limits the active participation of EE researchers in science-policy interactions, but the 
internal norms and behaviour scientists bring to these spheres through the processes of 
socialization. Our hierarchical education and academic system and the relative detachment of 
researchers from the general public do not favour inter- and trans- disciplinary collaboration but 
rather specialization and uncertainty avoidance. Changes in the short-term might be expected as a 
result of increased international collaboration, while in the longer term institutional transformations 
– both within SPIs and in the broader socio-cultural context – seem necessary to create a more 
enabling environment.

Day: 6th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12

Title: What do we know and how? Epistemology and ontology for a time 
of crisis

Session type: Academic
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Submitter: Ben Gallant

ABSTRACT: 
Research is currently taking place within the context of an ecological crisis. In the Degrowth, 
Ecological Economics and related communities, we accept the scale of this crisis and the necessity 
for immediate action. As a result, our research topics, methods and dissemination tactics are all 
informed by our understanding of our own role in addressing this crisis. This means that political 
change enters our research at the point of pre-analytic cognition (as defined by Costanza (2001)) 
and informs our approach from an epistemic level. Yet there is relatively little discussion of how our 
epistemologies are shaped, and what is a sufficient epistemological basis for a time of crisis. In this 
session, we will seek to revive the discussion about the epistemic and ontological foundations of 
research in a time of crisis. Specifically, we are interested in exploring the following questions: - 
How do the current political/environmental contexts shape the role of the researcher and influence 
their choice of epistemology? - How are our theories of change shaped by different epistemologies 
and ontologies? - Can we draw on literature from other disciplines (Sociology, Anthropology, 
Geography, etc.) to address these challenges and if so which theories are the most useful?

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 3

Title: What does decoupling decouple from?

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Marina Requena-i-Mora

ABSTRACT: 
What does decoupling decouple from? Marina Requena Universitat Jaume I Dan Brockington The 
University of Sheffield The environmental consequences of economic growth have led to 
increasingly vigorous policy debates, with some international organizations and scholars calling for 
a transition to a ‘‘green economy’’ in which growth continues but is somehow decoupled from key 
material inputs. However, the thesis of green growth has a fundamental challenge: it lacks 
empirical grounding. Recent reviews of scientific evidence around the hypothesis of decoupling 
have consistently reached the same conclusion. There is no empirical evidence suggesting that 
economic growth is producing less pressure on the environment on anywhere near the scale 
needed to deal with environmental breakdown. Yet this gap does not dampen the enthusiasm of its 
supporters. In this paper first we examine how the ambiguities in the measurement of decoupling 
help keep faith in it alive by examining different ways for measuring decoupling. We will argue that 
current practices have several significant flaws. We will show that: i) Decoupling performance 
depends on which metric is used to measure it; ii) Decoupling measurements are sensitive to the 
choice of base year; iii) Decoupling measurements outcomes change when population is 
considered; iv) Decoupling is a relative measure that overlooks absolute numbers, and v) 
Decoupling indicators are not measured against limits. Our conclusions suggest a reason for the 
ongoing failure to capture empirically the consequences of decoupling. The reason why we cannot 
see evidence of it happening are because the measures that purport to track on-going decoupling 
track no such thing. If anything, they disguise the continued deep interdependency of our 
economies on material resources. These measures and indicators are part of the smoke and 
mirrors that conceals these impacts. They hide the fact that countries with higher income are 
consuming more raw materials and thus harming the environment. Furthermore, they hide 
persistent, if not deepening inequalities in the use of natural resources

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 12
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Title: What Feminisms? And how are they relevant for degrowth 
scholarship and activism?

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Corinna Dengler

ABSTRACT: 
See main session abstract.

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Whither ecological economics and its contribution?

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Julia Steinberger

ABSTRACT: 
Ecological economics has come a long way and contributed to the empirical and theoretical bases 
upon which mainstream economics could be thoroughly criticized and understood as inherently 
flawed. However, we are no longer at the stage where environmental crises are looming in our 
future, or where social issues can be considered separately from environmental or economic ones: 
we are firmly in a time of ongoing intertwined ecological, social and economic crises, with major 
political aspects around post-truth and inequalities of power. In this context, the field of ecological 
economics (and its members!) has to step up its contribution and engagement. - What do you see 
as the most important areas for ecological economics to intervene in? - How should EE position 
itself in the debates for pluralism? (anything goes or critical pluralism) - Where would you like to 
see stronger statements, specific reports or materials, participation in social/labor/activist 
movements? In this session, together with a few senior members of ESEE, we will explore your 
concerns and interests, and hopefully form active working groups which can bring the agenda of 
ecological economics as an engaged scholarship forward.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 10

Title: Who is for the environment? Crisis of Floods and Struggles Over 
Land Use in a Rice Growing Delta in South India

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: N. C. Narayanan

ABSTRACT: 
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During the Kerala floods 2018, Kuttanad, a deltaic rice-growing region falling below the sea level, 
was the most severely affected and around 247,000 people had to be evacuated. This region was 
historically shaped into a rice bowl through reclamation of the Vembanad lake to make private 
polders by powerful farmers with state patronage. Green Revolution followed in the 1960s with 
large engineering interventions like the salinity barrier and flood spillway built to make the region 
into a double cropped rice system, that altered the ecosystem. When this was followed by land 
reforms, small farmers and landless agricultural labourers benefited while the livelihoods of 
‘ecosystem people’ like fishers were adversely affected. 
In the past three decades, urbanization was ushered in with roads being the key development 
markers and tourism promoted as the major economic activity. Pressure for housing pushed new 
constructions to the periphery and even inside of polders which makes them very vulnerable to 
floods, that then demand continuous dewatering to avoid inundation. Thus, monsoon discharges 
from four rivers into this delta lost its water-spread area as well as drainage conduits. 
Our assessment deviates from the mainstream understanding of floods as large and discrete 
events and introduces the concept of ‘micro floods’ caused every season by lack of drainage and 
tidal variations. Moving to a better crop calendar that frees selected polders to fallow in rotation to 
increase the water-spread area, returning to water transport, decongesting canals and evacuating 
people around polders- all may be suggested ways to adaptively manage future floods. At present, 
this shift runs contrary to the life and livelihood aspirations of the majority, and is deemed anti-
developmental. However, when an impending crisis like rising sea levels is no longer a distant 
danger, the room for a more deliberated consensus may open up and lead to more environmentally 
just outcomes, and perhaps an alternative politics.

Day: 5th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Who Wants to Conserve the Western Ghats? A Study of Conflict 
and Conservation in Idukki district, Kerala

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Lavanya Suresh

ABSTRACT: 
This paper puts forth the idea that ecological is political and the political is ecological. The paper 
seeks to understand the underlying social, political and economic factors that drive local resistance 
to conservation. The study is in the context of mass protests in the southern state of Kerala, India, 
against the reports of the Western Ghats Ecological Expert Panel and a second High-Level 
Working Group that recommended conservation of the Western Ghats. The methods used were a 
content analysis of the Gadgil and Kasturirangan reports, a discourse analysis of 386 newspaper 
articles on the conflict and open-ended qualitative interviews and focused group discussions in the 
area where there were a high number of instances of conflict. We found that the Western Ghats is 
not just a mountain range to be conserved, but rather is a political construct that is imagined in 
different ways by actors operating at different scales. The state and the expert committees with 
their maps and technology have tried to render this landscape legible through maps, databases, 
satellite images. This legibility and its inevitable reductions poorly fit the dynamics of the local 
social reality and inevitably opened the door to conflict. The current push for conservation is set in 
the backdrop of a long history of state coercive evictions and a plantation economy that has 
resulted in drastic land-use change.  Hence, conservation is not only about control over space and 
resources, but also about meanings that we attach to the resource that we are attempting to 
conserve.
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Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 8

Title: Why the Degrowth Movement is not a Polanyian 
Countermovement

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Rowan Alcock

ABSTRACT: 
This presentation puts forward a new vocabulary for contemporary Polanyian scholarship. It 
argues, contrary to some Degrowth scholarship, that movements like Degrowth should not be 
classified as part of the countermovement in Polanyi’s double-movement dynamic. This is 
because, according to Polanyi, the countermovement is non-ideological and ultimately destructive 
of society. The degrowth movement should, instead be considered part of a collective effort to 
transcend the destructive double-movement dynamic Polanyi describes. A key part of this 
transcendence according to Polanyi is a need to reform human consciousness and make ‘ … 
society an increasingly plastic medium of the conscious and immediate relationship of persons’ 
(Polanyi 1933, p.393). This I argue is similar to the goal of the degrowth movement – to educate 
people on the destructive nature of our current paradigm and move to something new which will 
respect the immediate relationship of all people on earth. In these terms the degrowth movement, 
and others with similar aims, should be described as what I term conscious Polanyian movements. 
These movements will have internalised Polanyi’s thesis that the contemporary self-regulating 
market system whole is destructive of society and come to the conscious understanding of 
Polanyi’s belief that to protect one person from this destructive system we must protect every 
person on earth.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8

Title: Why the Sustainability of a Low-Carbon Energy Transition Also 
Depends on Publicly Financing the Democratization of Energy Access

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Rigo Melgar

ABSTRACT: 
The democratization of energy access through equitable and targeted public financing and 
ownership needs to be a pillar of a low-carbon energy transition to be just and sustainable. The 
growing realization that humanity must transition away from their dependence on fossil fuels to 
low-carbon energy resources, due to depletion and climate concerns, faces interconnected 
biophysical, financial, and cultural challenges and opportunities. Biophysically speaking, the energy 
return on investment (EROI) of low-carbon technologies such as solar and wind energy have 
tended to be lower than that of the fossil fuels they are supposed to replace. This calls for long-
term investments in R&D to improve EROIs that the private sector will not make at the scale and 
timeframe needed if short-term speculative investments in financial assets continue to be more 
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profitable. Thus, the financial implications of lower EROIs can lead to the slow adoption of low-
carbon technologies. However, if governments implement untargeted subsidies or enable cheap 
credit in an inequitable fashion via energy transition plans, it can usher in a wave of speculative 
investments that can result in the inefficient and unsustainable implementation of low-carbon 
technologies and emphasize the continued centralization and monopolization of energy generation. 
Furthemore, the culture of overconsumption and waste of energy and other resources that fossil 
fuels has fostered in high-energy use societies compounds these biophysical and financial 
challenges. Therefore, an energy transition presents governments with the opportunity to ensure 
that public financing and ownership is made available to ‘democratize’ low-carbon energy 
generation at the individual, community and regional levels. The democratization of energy access 
can improve human’s and the rest of nature’s well-being by reconnecting people with the nature of 
energy to ameliorate the human/nature dualism that has been reinforced by the ephemeral 
perception of abundance that fossil fuels has enabled, foster behaviours of resourcefulness and 
sufficiency, and reduce inefficient investments on energy gathering activities to increase their 
EROI. 

Day: 0Time: 00:00:00 Room: 0

Title: Why we need cosmological limits to growth: on cultural direction 
of degrowth transitions

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Katharina Richter

ABSTRACT: 
This paper intervenes in debates on limits to growth and the ontology of degrowth. It aims to 
challenge the Eurocentric focus of the ecological growth critique and concomitant nature/culture 
divide in degrowth scholarship. To do so, it draws on the political ontology and practices of Buen 
Vivir/ sumak kawsay, a Kichwa alternative to development from Ecuador. Its arguments originate in 
my PhD fieldwork on Buen Vivir and resulting decolonial framework for the politics of degrowth. 
Degrowth articulates an ecological growth critique based on ecological economics. Amongst 
others, this is centred on the recognition of ‘hard’ limits to human development (‘planetary 
boundaries’). Unanimously accepted in environmental literature, external limits are paramount to 
guiding policy and climate action. Recent degrowth literature highlights the possibility of prioritising 
internal limits, given the lack of political progress in fighting ecological breakdown and the 
depoliticization of ‘planetary boundaries’. The juxtaposition of constructed vs. ‘real’, or external vs 
internal limits, however, has invited criticism from ecological economists. This paper suggests a 
third notion: cosmological limits to growth. In reading Kichwa ontologies from a degrowth 
perspective, I argue that a political ontology of relationality sets cosmological limits to growth. 
Cosmological limits to growth are normative constraints to the destruction of the living world. They 
are inherent in worldviews based on connectedness to nature, present in pre-capitalist European 
cosmology. A worldview in which nature is alive and has agency is antithetical to the nature culture 
divide prevalent in degrowth’s ecological growth critique. In practice, cosmological limits can be 
enshrined through granting legal personhood to nature. ‘Cosmological limits to growth’ recognises 
that while ‘limits’ are socially constructed and physically present, their relational understanding 
places limits on growth long before social and/or ecological ones are breached. It gives impetus to 
discussions around cultural direction of degrowth processes beyond socioeconomic transitions.

Day: 6th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 11
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Title: Women Emancipatory Alternative to Corporate Capitalism? The 
Case of Kerala State Instituted Kudumbashree Programme

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Rama Mohana Turaga

ABSTRACT: 
A central theme in the search for alternatives to global capitalism is emancipation of women. We 
explore this theme in the context of “Kudumbashree,” a state-instituted programme in the Indian 
State of Kerala with the stated objective of women empowerment, interrogating the notion of 
women emancipation. Our multi-site case study reveals the (re)production of a neoliberal self-
caring autonomous subject who can be governed at a distance and is inscribed with a masculine 
hegemony that provides the ideological and material support for reproduction of capitalistic 
patriarchal labour relations. In the same space, we see a struggling communitarian subject who 
positions inconsistently as anti-patriarchal within some experiences and capitalistic patriarchal yet 
empowered within some other experiences. This contradiction indicates a rupture within the 
totalitarian web of capitalist patriarchal relations. Within this rupture, day-to-day micro resistance 
seems to create conditions for possibilities of alternative imaginations.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 7

Title: Work in historical perspective: Lessons for the debate on 
(de)growth and the environment

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Erik Gomez-Baggethun

ABSTRACT: 
The debate on work and working time is gaining growing traction in science and policy in the face 
of accelerating environmental and technological change. Most discussions revolve around the links 
between working time, economic growth and various indicators of social, economic and 
environmental sustainability. By contrast, little attention has been paid to the values and beliefs that 
underpin the centrality of work in our society, despite their importance as enablers and barriers for 
transformative change in the nature and quantity of work. By putting work in a long-term 
perspective, the paper aims at providing a cultural and historically situated frame to inform current 
debates on work and sustainability. First, I review the evolving perception of work throughout 
history, from its conception as a curse in antiquity to its elevation under industrial capitalism. 
Second, I summarize historical trends in working time, showing that working time in pre-industrial 
times was often much shorter than generally assumed. Finally, I discuss the future of work in the 
light of major technological developments under digital capitalism. The paper unveils the 
(historically abnormal) specificity of i) current values and perceptions surrounding work, and ii) 
current quantity of working time relative to levels of development in technology. By situating work in 
broader cultural and historical perspective, the paper dispels major myths misinforming current 
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policy debates on work, and advances a wider frame to imagine, discuss, and drive transformative 
change in the position, quantity and distribution of work in our society.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 1

Title: Work, Livelihoods and Everyday Ecological Practice

Session type: Participatory

Submitter: Eeva Houtbeckers

ABSTRACT: 
In the third, open session the question of livelihoods is explored from the participants’ own 
perspectives. An open session format allows participants to share their ideas freely about work, 
livelihoods and everyday ecological practice. The participants are free to draw from their 
professional expertise, but the specific aim is to make room to reflect one’s own experiences and 
practices as a degrower. Before the facilitated discussion, hopefully to take place in a circle, the 
session has two short introductions:
1. “Experiences of a degrower who works too much”, Eeva Houtbeckers (live) 2. “Degrowth 
activism as the feminist performance of possibility: Being improper as everyday ecological 
practice”, Jonnet Middleton (live).

The session is facilitated in a manner that everyone gets to say something to everyone during the 
time available. If the session is very big, it is divided into smaller sessions that report to the whole 
session.

Day: 7th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Working towards Zero Waste and the Developing World: How Zero 
Waste helps transition to a Degrowth Economy

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Joseph Edward Alegado

ABSTRACT: 
In 2015, world leaders signed the Paris Agreement: A bold commitment to limit global warming to 2 
degrees Celsius and thereby protect our communities, wildlife, oceans and natural ecosystems 
from the devastating effects of climate change. Nearly five years on, progress has been virtually 
nonexistent. The materials economy — raw material extraction, processing, and goods 
manufacture — is responsible for a lion’s share of the problem, accounting for a whopping 62% of 
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Unfortunately the world’s linear model of 
make/take/waste is not slowing down any time soon. Cities are both the source of the problem, and 
have the most potential to solve it. By 2050, it is estimated that 70% of the population will live in 
cities. Moreover, cities account for 70% of global greenhouse gas emissions. The good news is 
that the solutions are out there, and cities around the world are moving towards Zero Waste. Zero 
Waste is both a goal and a plan of action. The goal is to ensure resource recovery and protect 
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scarce natural resources by progressively minimising and ultimately ending waste disposal in 
incinerators, cement plants, dumps, and landfills, while at the same time taking action to reduce 
waste upstream, by banning wasteful products and packaging, holding producers accountable for 
their waste, and encouraging reuse and repair. The plan encompasses city and community-led 
programs for waste reduction, changes in consumption habits, redesign, and toxic-free production, 
reuse and repair programs, composting, and recycling. Rooted in community participation, zero 
waste policies are both far-sighted and inclusive; they pave the way toward sustainable waste 
management systems that work for both communities and the environment. Ultimately, zero waste 
is a revolution in the relationship between waste and people, a new way of thinking that aims to 
safeguard the health and improve the lives of everyone who produces, handles, works with, or is 
affected by waste — in other words, all of us. Zero Waste is a fundamental solution to the climate 
crisis — waste reduction, composting, recycling, and other hallmarks of a Zero Waste system are 
proven to both prevent emissions and sequester existing carbon. But the calculus of emissions 
reductions is only part of the equation. The economic, social, and health benefits that Zero Waste 
provides to cities is pivotal for creating the strong and resilient societies we need to face climate 
change and not only survive, but thrive.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 7

Title: Working with Finnish election candidates and MPs on degrowth 
themes

Session type: Activist

Submitter: Tuuli Orasmaa

ABSTRACT: 
The degrowth movement in Finland exists as an informal network of like-minded individuals. In 
2019, a group of us undertook a campaign to engage parliamentary politics with degrowth themes. 
We wrote a degrowth-themed manifesto and opened it for signatures by candidates. We also 
organized election debates in which we took steps to ensure degrowth themes would receive 
attention. Exceeding our expectations, 169 candidates signed our manifesto,13 of them were 
elected and two currently serve as ministers. Post-election we have reached out to the 13 
signatories and thus been invited to discussions with three MPs and one policy program workshop. 
At the time of writing we are still looking at opportunities to work with elected officials. Across the 
length of this project our focus has been on identifying promising political allies, respecting their 
personal hopes, fears, and political binds regarding degrowth, and offering our support in ways that 
MPs consider helpful. With this submission, we wish to share our chosen approach and 
experiences regarding both the election campaign and post-election lobbying. Many aspects have 
been promising, while others show limits. Sharing our experience can be a fruitful starting point for 
discussing political tactics. It also offers concrete experiences for the high-level discussion 
regarding what the relationship between degrowth and parliamentary politics should be and can 
be. This session can work equally well among activist presentations showcasing diverse tactics, or 
among scholarly submissions that could benefit from reflections on this form of activism.

Day: 5th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 4
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Title: Writing ourselves into the future - creative writing session

Session type: Artistic

Submitter: Paula Novo

ABSTRACT: 
More and more, our daily news seem to consist of a constant stream of alarming information about 
climate change, biodiversity loss, rise of extremism, health epidemics, and similar complex global 
issues largely beyond the control of the individual. With this barrage of bleak news has come a 
concomitant rise in eco-anxiety and similar reactions of fear, depression and detachment. Such 
reactions are likely to impede engagement at a time when this is more needed than ever. In this 
session we will explore how creative writing can be used to express anxieties as well as grief and 
hopes for individuals and groups. This may help to create spaces for engagement while accepting 
the seriousness of the situation we are in in ways that more rational debates or arguments rarely 
manage to achieve. Creative writing can thus serve as a way of grappling with these issues as well 
as starting a conversation and a research tool. The session will explore these potential functions of 
creative writing in a learning-through-doing approach where participants will engage in a series of 
creative writing exercises themselves. The session is open to anyone interested in these issues 
whether as an individual, activist or researcher.

Day: 8th Time: 13:45:00 Room: 9

Title: You are what you eat? Why identity matters in local food groups 

Session type: Paper in session

Submitter: Karoline Pöggel 

ABSTRACT: 
Local food production and consumption have been identified as an important field contributing to a 
transformation to sustainability. So-called local food systems (LFS) can be a means to address the 
shortcomings of conventional food systems as they tend to be characterized by short supply 
chains, direct and localized relationships with producers, and fresh, nutritious produce. LFS are 
also social spaces with distinct social dynamics, where individuals can live sustainable lifestyles 
and where identities are formed. The local food group offers spaces for sociability where 
relationships evolve and community is created. This study of identity aims to develop and offer a 
more nuanced approach to research local groups working to establish more sustainable 
alternatives to modern food systems by describing the connection between sustainability and 
identities in local food groups and related identity processes at individual and collective level. 
Identity as a theoretical frame does not only help to unpack different dynamics occurring in groups, 
such as identity verification and collective mobilization, but also offers a new perspective on 
participation in local food groups as a means to meet deeper and more fundamental human needs 
such as experiencing a sense of belonging contributing to wellbeing. In this way, exploring identity 
dynamics sheds light on the social sustainability of local food systems by highlighting the spaces 
for interaction and community building they create for individuals and their potential as drivers of a 
sustainability transformation aiming to create a society that holistically considers human wellbeing. 

Day: 7th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 6
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Title: Zero Growth

Session type: Paper

Submitter: Giuseppe Fontana

ABSTRACT: 
The macro-economic analysis of zero or even negative growth (of gross domestic product, GDP, or 
similar indicators) has recently taken increasing relevance due to ecological and environmental 
concerns. These concerns question the sustainability of the pace of economic growth through the 
impacts on (among other things) the ecological footprint, carbon use and climate change, and call 
for zero or negative growth to address these environmental concerns. The purpose of this paper is 
to explore the macroeconomic analysis of zero/negative growth of GDP, as a measure of market 
economic activity, and not a measure of economic wellbeing. With zero/negative growth, the 
required capital stock would be constant or declining, though gross investment could be positive. 
Could such a position be achieved? What are the consequences for savings? The rate of 
investment is a significant determinant of the rate of unemployment. What are the implications for 
the rate of employment, hours of work and the budget deficit? How would research and 
development, including medical research, be regarded, and in a similar vein the continuing results 
for productivity of ‘learning by doing’ (even if at a rather slow pace)? What are seen as the drivers 
of growth? Is it the capitalist pursuit of profits or human drives to ‘improve’ material well-being? 
What is the appropriate monetary system for zero/negative growth, and for the level of rates of 
interest? The paper develops a demand-led macroeconomic analysis to respond to these and 
other questions.

Day: 8th Time: 15:30:00 Room: 8
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